


WEEK OF 


jJUCO BASEBALL 
East Central 8-2 
Lurleen B, Wallace2-14 

East Central dropped its first game 
of the season in Tuesday's nightcap 
against visiting Lurleen B. Wallace. 

e Warriors, now 5-1, won the 
opener behind winning pitcher Colton 
Mitchell. Donnie Tabb, a freshman 
from Neshoba Central, went 3-for+ 


with a double and Richie Long went 2- 
for-4 with a double. 
Tabb took the loss in the nightcap, 
=* Charles Hill homered and had two 
The Warriors visit Arkansas Bap- 
tist for a doubleheader Friday. 
— Jamie Wachte: 
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ECCC Baseball 


An opportunity for high school baseball 
players to display their skills will be avail- 
able Saturday, Jan. 23, when East Central 
Community College hosts an MVP 
Showcase on the Decatur campus. 

Neal Holliman, Diamond Warrior head 
coach, said the event is held “to target talent- 
ed athletes that have either been recommend- 
ed or spotted as viable prospects. We encour- 





age prospective Diamond Warriors to take 
advantage of this opportunity and to take a 
closer look at our baseball program and col- 
lege.” 

Holliman encourages pre-registration for 
the MVP Showcase, due to the limited space 
available. The registration fee is $60 per 





player, which includes lunch and a Showcase 


T-shirt. 


Showcase set for January 


Final check-in and registration for the 
day’s activities are set for 9 a.m. for position 
players and 11:30 a.m. for pitchers. Those 
wanting to showcase skills as pitchers and 
position players should register at 9 am. 
Also scheduled are various exercises to pre- 
pare participants for the day’s events, pro- 
type workouts to test players’ arm strength 
and fielding ability; batting practice for posi- 
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tion players; bullpens for pitchers; and facil- 
ity and campus tour. 

For more information, contact head coach 
Neal Holliman, (601-635-6374), ov assistants 
Michael Avalon (601-635-6226) and Hunter 
Vick (601-635-6226). 

The e-mail addresses are 
nholliman@eccc.edu, mavalon@eccc.edu 
and hvick@eccc.edu. 


al 
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WEEK OF 


BASEBALL —_- 


East Central C Conta init vy cone well an MVP Showcase 
on the Decatur “annie on Saturday, Jan. 23, giving high school 
baseball players an opportunity to display their skills. Final check- 
in and registration for the day's activities is set for 9 a.m. for posi- 
tion players and 11:30 a.m. for pitchers. Those wanting to show- 
case skills as pitchers and position players should register at 9 _ 
a.m. Also scheduled are various exercises to prepare partic 
for the day's events: pro-type workouts to test players’ arm 
strenath and fielding ability; batting practice for position players: 
bullpens for pitchers; and facility and campus tour. Pre-registra- 
tion is available and space is limited. The registration fee is $60 
per player, which includes lunch and a showcase T-shirt. For 
more information, contact East Central head coach Neal Holliman 
ai 601-635-6374 or at nholliman@eccc.edu; assistant coach 
Michael Avalon at 601-635-6226 or at mavalon@eccc.edu or 
assistant coach Hunter Viek at 601-635-6226 or hvick @eccc.edu. 
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ECCC baseball to host MVP Showcase 


Also sets 
hitting clinics 
for kids 6-12. 


An opportunity for 
high school baseball play- 
ers to display their skills 
will be available Satur- 
day, Jan. 23, 2010, when 


College hosts an MVP 
Showcase on the Decatur 
campus. 

Neal Holliman, Dia- 
mond Warrior head coach, 
said the event is held “to 
target talented athletes 
that have either been rec- 
ommended or spotted as 
viable prospects. We 
encourage prospective 
Diamond Warriors to take 


advantage of this opportu- 
nity and to take a closer 
look at our baseball pro- 
gram and college.” 

Coach Holliman 
encourages pre-registra- 
tion for the MVP Show- 
case, due to the limited 
space available. The reg- 
istration fee is $60 per 
player, which includes 
lunch and a Showcase T- 


oe check-in and reg- 
istration for the day’s 
activities is set for 9 a.m. 
for position players and 
11:30 a.m. for pitchers. 
Those wanting to show- 
case skills as pitchers and 
position players should 
register at 9 a.m. Also 
scheduled are various 
exercises to prepare par- 


East Central Community 


6374), or assistants 
Michael Avalon (601-635- 
6226) and Hunter Vick 
(601-635-6226). The e- 
mail addresses are nholli- 
man@eccc.edu, maval- 
on@eccc.edu and 
hvick@eccc.edu. 


Hitting clinic 
Beginning in February, 
ECCC will be offering a 
hitting clinic each Thurs- 
day night throughout the 
month for players ages 6- 
12. - 
The cost will be $100 
per player and the dead- 
line for registration is Fri- 
day, Jan. 29. Fees include 
include and a t-shirt. 
Players should supply 
their own helmet and 
gloves when available, as 
well as their own bats, 


shoes and jackets. 

The clinic is being 
offered to assist players in 
preparations for the 
spring. Instruction will be 
provided by the ECCC 
coaches and players. 

Each séssion will be 
from 6-8 p.m. and will be 
held at the indoor practice 
facility located in 
Founder’s Gym. The 
indoor facility includes to 
full-length cages, an area 


for bunting, a pitching 
machine and several hit- 
ting stations. 

Players will be divided 
into groups and will par- 
ticipate in drill including 
batting practice, tee drills, 
soft toss, wiffle balls, 
bunting techniques and 
other hitting-related exer- 
cises. 


For more, contact the - 


baseball office at 601-635- 
6347 or 601-635-6226. 


ticipants for the day’s 
events; pro-type workouts 
to test players’ arm 
strength and fielding abil- 
ity; batting practice for 
position players; bullpens 
for pitchers; and facility 
and campus tour. 
Contact head coach 
Neal Holliman, (601-635- 
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ECCC Welcomes New Warriors 
Above, new members of the East Central Community 
College baseball team for 2010-11 were recognized during a 
scholarship signing ceremony held Friday, January 15 on the 
Decatur campus. Joining the Diamond Warrior program are 
area high schoo! standouts (from left) Mitchell Wooten, a 
right-handed pitcher/infielder/outfielder from Edinburg; 
Brock Ward and Evan Humphries, both right-handed 
pitchers from Louisville; Quarvis Jernigan, a left-handed 
pitcher, also of Louisville; Dillon Alford, a left-handed pitcher 
and Zach Turner, a right-handed pitcher/utility player, both 
from Morton; Garrett Clark, a left-handed pitcher from 
Union; and Josh Thomas, a catcher/utility player from 
Choctaw Central. Standing from left are Rod Crumbley, 
Edinburg head baseball coach; Justin Reed, Louisville head 
baseball coach; ECCC baseball coaches Hunter Vick 
(assistant), Michae! Avalon (assistant) and Neal Holliman 
(head); Turk Stovall, Union head baseball coach; and 
Derwood Munn, Choctaw Central head baseball coach. 
Below, East Central Community College welcomed new 
members of the College’s fast-pitch softball team for 
2010-11 during a scholarship signing ceremony held Friday, 
Jan. 15 on the Decatur campus. Joining the Lady Diamond 
Warriors are (second from left) area high school standouts 
(seated from left) outfielder Layna Phillips, Leake Academy; 
pitcher Aime Parent, St. Amant (La.) High School; third 
baseman/first baseman Sam Cooley, Newton County: and 
outfielder Haelie Allen, Leake Academy. Also seated are 
Kristin Chaney (left), ECCC assistant softball coach, and 
Scott Hill (right), head coach. Standing from left are signees’ 
parents and other family members, Destry and Lisa Phillips, 
Lena; Craig and Sherri Parent, St. Amant, La.; Becky 
Lockley, Regina Anderson and Stephanie and Shannon 
Cooley, all of Decatur; and Kathy and David Allen of Ludiow. 
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in Decatur. Alford was among area student-athletes joining 
the College’s baseball program for 2010-1 | during a scholar- 
ship signing ceremony held Friday, January 15 in the Gold 
Room of Mabry Memorial Cafeteria, Pictured with the new 
Diamond Warrior are (seated from left) his parents, Donna 
and Donavan Alford: and (standing from left) Neal Holliman, 
ECCC head basebal] coach, and Diamond Warrior assistants 
Hunter Vick and Michael] Avalon. (EC Photo) 
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Turner Joins Diamond Warrior 
Program 


Zach Turner (seated right), a right-handed pitcher/utility player 
at Morton High School, is shown signing a national letter of 
intent to continue his athletic career at East Central Commu- 
nity College in Decatur. Turner was among area student-ath- 
letes joining the College’s baseball program for 2010-11 dur- 
ing a scholarship signing ceremony held Friday, January 15 in 
the Gold Room of Mabry Memorial Cafeteria. Pictured with 
the new Diamond Warrior are (seated) his mother, Donna 
Kimble, and (standing from left) Neal Holliman, ECCC head 
baseball coach, and Diamond Warrior assistants Hunter Vick 
and Michael Avalon. (EC Photo) 
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ECCC Diamond Warriors recognized for academics 


Bast Central Peer * 
College's baseball team is 
being recognized for its acad- 
emic success for the 2009 fall 


semester. 

The Diamond Warriors 
achieved a 3.28 overall grade 
point average, much to the 
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ond..,.and that their success 
in the classroom is often fo 
lowed by success on the 
field.” 
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By Austin Bishop 


Sen he’s not on the mound. 


Trio of baseball Wildcats sign with ECCC 


Winston County journal 


A trio of Louisville High School 
pitchers were among the first base- 
ball signees announced by East Cen- 
tral Community College. 

Among those signed by ECCC 
head coach Neal Holliman on Jan. 
15 at the school’s Decatur campus 
were LHS seniors Quarvis Jernigan, 
Evan Humphries and Brock Ward. 

“It's an honor (to have three play- 
ers sign with East Central),” said LHS 
head coach Justin Reed. “That's the 
best we to put it. All of these guys 
are one sport guys and have really 
put the time in. This was their goal 
and it was good to see all three of 
them sign.” 

Reed said he hoped the left-hand- 
ed Jernigan would start at the top of 
the rotation for the Wildcats. 

“When he’s on the mound it 
makes our defense better” Reed 
said, “He had some control issues 
early in his career, but he has 
worked to develop the command 
he needs.” 

Reed said Humphries will play 
third or first for the Wildcats when 
he’s not on the mound. 

“He will start on the infield, when 
he’s not pitching, he said. “He hits 
well for us and is also one of our top 
three guys on the hill” 

Ward, who like Humphries is a 
right-hander, will play shortstop 


“They have to play every day and 


can't rest,” Reed said. “Those two | _ 


(Humphries and Ward) will play on 
the infield when they are not pitch- 


He also said Jernigan would see 
some time in the outfield. 

Also signed by ECCC on Jan. 15 
were Dillon Alford and Zach Turner 
of Morton, Garrett Clark of Union, 
Josh Thomas of Choctaw Central 
and Mitchell Wooten of Edinburg. 

LHS BOYS RUN 
STREAK TO 10 

The Louisville High School boys 
basketball team just keeps on win- 
ning. The 14-4 Wildcats were own- 
ers of a 10-game winning streak 
heading into Tuesday night's home 
game with Ackerman, 

LHS plays host to Amory in a key 
Region 44A game on Friday night 
before closing out league play at 
home against Houston on Tuesday. 

“If we win against Amory it puts 
us in first or second in the district 
and guarantees us a berth in the 
playoffs,” said LHS boys coach Hilute 
Hudson. “That will be huge for us.” 

Not only have the Wildcats won 
10 straight, but they have not lost at 
home this season.“We would like to 
keep it that way; Hudson said. 

Louisville beat non-league foe 
Neshoba Central 66-55 last Tuesday, 
before taking a 74-59 Region 44A 





ECCC Welcomes New Diamond Warriors 
New members of the East Central Community College baseball team for 2010-11 were recog: 
nized during a scholarship signing ceremony held Friday, January 15 on the Decatur campus. Join: 
ing the Diamond Warrior program are area high school standouts (from left) Mitchell Wooten, é 
right-handed pitcher/infielder/outfielder from Edinburg; Brock Ward and Evan Humphries, both 
right-handed pitchers from Louisville; Quarvis Jernigan, a left-handed pitcher, also of one 


Dillon Alford, a left-handed pitcher and Zach Turner, a right-handed 
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lity player, both 


pitcher/uti 
from Morton; Garrett Clark, a left-handed pitcher from Union; and Josh Thomas, a catcher/utility 
player from Choctaw Central. Standing from left are Rod Crumbley, Edinburg head baseball coach; 
Justin Reed, Louisville head baseball coach; ECCC baseball coaches Hunter Vick (assistant), Michael! 
Avalon (assistant) and Neal Holliman (head); Turk Stovall, Union head baseball coach; and Der: 
wood Munn, Choctaw Central head baseball coach. 


road win over Caledonia on Friday. 


The Wildcats had to outscore 
Neshoba 40-14 in the fourth quarter 
and Caledonia 41-23 in the final 
frame to take the wins. 

“We have been struggling lately 
until the fourth quarter, then we get 
an. extra burst of energy,” Hudson 
said. 

The Wildcats have been without 
Pedro Armstrong for one game and 
Jamere Eichelberger for two, but 
Hudson said both should be ready 


for Amory. The duo takes care of a 
major portion of the ball-handling 
duties for the ‘Cats. — 

Armstrong had 16 points, six 
rebounds and three assists for LHS 
against Neshoba, while Damyon 
Lyons scored 1] s and Blake 
Cunningham hit for 10. C.J. Bates led 
the team with seven rebounds, 
while Cece Shell had five assists. 

Tajh Ford was 14o0f-21 from the 
free throw line against Caledonia on 
the way to a 32-point, 10-assist effort 

Ou 
0. 
bf 


to lead the Wildcats. Bates scored 12 
for LHS, while Juilus Gipson and 
Shell pitched in 10 each. Lyons led 
Louisville with seven rebounds. 
while Ford had six steals and Shell 
four. 

The Lady Wildcats used a 23-point 
performance from Ecel Hogan to 
beat Caledonia 59-50. The Louisville 
girls lost to Neshoba Central 73-43, 
with Shaquila Graham scoring 11 
points and pulling down 14 
rebounds for the Lady ‘Cats, 
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ECCC Welcomes New Diamond Warriors 
New members of the East Central Community College baseball team for 2010-11 were recog- 
nized during a scholarship signing ceremony held Friday, January 15 on the Decatur campus. 
Joining the Diamond Warrior program are area high schoo! standouts (from left) Mitchell 
Wooten, a right-handed pitcher/infielder/outfielder from Edinburg; Brock Ward and Evan 
Humphries, both right-handed pitchers from Louisville; Quarvis Jernigan, a left-handed pitcher, 
also of Louisville; Dillon Alford, a left-handed pitcher and Zach Turner, a right-handed pitcher/ 
utility player, both from Morton; Garrett Clark, a left-handed pitcher from Union; and Josh 
Thomas, a catcher/utility player from Choctaw Central. Standing from left are Rod Crumbley, 
Edinburg head baseball coach; Justin Reed, Louisville head baseball coach: ECCC baseball 
coaches Hunter Vick (assistant), Michael Avalon (assistant) and Neal Holliman (head); Turk 
Stovall, Union head baseball coach; and Derwood Munn, Choctaw Central head baseball 
coach. (EC Photo) 
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ECCC managers 





ECCC Baseball Managers | 
Serving as as managers on the 2010 East Central Community College base- : 
ball team are (from left) of Carthage. The Diam of arta Scott Ming of 









Louisville and Brad Horn nd Warriors begin season 
action at 1 p.m. Tuesda n (Ala.) Military at the 
Baseball ‘ Holliman is in 


his fourth year as Diamond Warrior head coach. Assistant coaches are 
Michael Avalon and Hunter Vick. (EC Photo) 


APPEARED IN: 

CARTHAGINIAN __ | 'NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 7 
NEWTON COUNTY APPEAL SCOTT COUNTY TIMES : 
SPIRIT OF MORTON _ | WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL __- 


MERIDIAN STAR 





CLARION-LEDGER | 


WEEKOF <-|-. 


ECCC Warriors recognized for academics 


From press reports 


East Central Community 
College's baseball. team_ is 
being recognized for its acad- 
emic success for the 2009 fall 
semester, 

The Diamond Warriors 
achieved a 3.28 overall grade 
point average, much to the 
delight of head coach Neal 
Holliman. 

“We are very proud of our 
baseball players for their hard 
work and dedication in the 
classroom,” said Holliman. 
“Our guys know they are stu- 
dents first and athletes sec- 
ond..,..and that their success 
in the classroom is often fol- 
lowed by success on the 
field.” 

Two, team members. - 
sophomore Quin Stokes, a 
product. of Carthage High 
School and freshman Joel 
McKee of Neshoba Central, 
achieved perfect 4.0 ae 
as President's List scholars. 
Stokes is listed as a 
catcher/outfielder/infielder 
and McKee is a right-handed 
pitcher. 
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Other Diamond Warriors 
and their respective grade 
point averages include Vin- 
cent Kortbawi, 3.84, of Hale 
County High School in 
Moundyille, . Ala. Austin 
Buchanan, 3,79, Neshoba Cen- 
tral;Tyler Neal, 3.77, Edinburg; 
Jeremy May, 3.65, Newton 
County; Barry Mecks, 3.60, 
Patrician Academy, Sweet 
Water, Ala.; Bobby Bryan, 3.53, 
Crossett (Ark.) High School; 
Ricardo Velez, 3.50, Trujillo 
Alton, Puerto Rico; Andre 
Yates, 3.47, Grenada; Ernie 
Triplett, 3.44, Louisville; Cole 
Harris, 3.31, Newton County; 
Allen Johnson, 3.26, Leake 
Academy; Tyler Robinson, 
3.23, Newton County; Willard 
Bacon, 3.20, Choctaw Central; 
Kevin Harris, 3.20, Newton; 
Colton. Mitchell, 3.19, Lake; 
Pervis Mann, 3.17, Carthage, 
Drew Wilson, 3.14, Newton 
Gounty; Blake Lawson, 3.10, 
Biloxi; Darmaal Moore, 3. 06, 





3.0 cach semester. Only onge 
has the team grade point 
nosy fe ese aah 
liman took over the Diamond 
Warrior program in 2006. 
“We've been able to achieve 
a 3.0 GPA. or above seven of 
the past eight semesters and 
the one semester we missed 
the 3.0 mark, the team fin- 
ished with a 2.92? he said. 
“There is no doubt that the 
focus and discipline off the 


eray at 1 p.mn_at the-GlaskAGay 
Baseball Complex. The first 
game is a nine-inning contest 
and will be followed by a 
seven-inning matchup. 
Serving as Coach Holli- 
Avalon and Hunter Vick. 
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‘Young’ Warriors ready fo 


from school reports 


They are young thus lacking 
in experience, but members of 
the 2010 East Central Commu- 
nity College baseball squad 
"have what it takes" to be suc- 
cessful, according to head coach 
Neal Holliman. 


Jeremy May, who played mul- 
tiple positions last season, is the 
only returnee earning post- 
season honors. A second-team 
All-State selection, the Newton 
County High School product 
batted .338 and collected 30 
RBIs. 

Other returnees are outfielder 





"We have seven te pone left- 
sophomores and 19 . anded pitcher 
frostaain on this Coming Drew Wilson of 
year's squad, but we Wednesday Newton County, 
feel good about our left-handed pitcher 
_— level and The season preview of eee of 

ility to compete at : Se eshoba Cen 
a high level," said pees me plysnses yng and catcher/out- 

Absa Community College Lions : 
the fourth-year head Se aib all tac fielder/first _ 
coach whose first #8602" team. baseman Quin 
Diamond Warrior ; Stokes. 
squad captured a state champi- Triplett and Stokes are the 
onship. "But what I like most remaining top sluggers from last 
about this team, is that the year's 19-28 squad. Triplett 


players work well together.and - 
are willing to sacrifice individual 
performances and desires for the 
success of the team." 

The first challenge for the 
new campaign is scheduled Feb. 
9, when the Diamond Warriors 
host Marion (Ala.) Military in 
doubleheader action beginning 
at 1 p.m. at the Clark/Gay Base- 
ball Complex. The first game is a 
nine-inning battle and will be fol- 
lowed by a seven-inning contest. 


; 


batted .278 with 11 RBIs and 
Stokes posted a .259 average and 
knocked in 27 runs. Wilson is 
the top returning hurler and 
posted a 3-2 record. 

Other sophomores are right- 


_ handed pitcher Allen Johnson 


and outfielder/infielder Andre 
Yates, transfers from Meridian 
Community College and Bossier 
Parrish (La.) Community Col- 
lege, respectively. Johnson is a 


See WarRIoRS on page B4 
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ECCC PHOTO 

REACHING FOR A RETURN 
The East Central Community College baseball squad. opens its season next Tuesday against Marian (Ala.) 
Military at the Clark/Gay Baseball Complex on the Decatur campus. Team members include (front row, 
seated from left), manager Scott Ming, outfielder Darmaal Moore, infielder/catcher/outfielder Charles Hill, 
right-handed pitcher/infielder Tyler Dalton, outfielder Jarrod Myers, outfieider/second baseman Kevin 
Harris of Newton, catcher/infielder/outfielder Jeremy May of Newton County, left-handed pitcher Bobby 
Bryan, and managers Brad Horn and Bryce Branning of Meridian; (second row, from left), assistant 


- coaches Hunter Vick and Michael Avalon, right-handed pitcher Barry Meeks, third-baseman Vincent 


Kortbawi, left-handed pitcher Willard Bacon of Choctaw Central, outfielder/first baseman Ricardo Velez, 
first baseman Richie Long, left-handed pitcher Calton Mitchell, middie infielder Blake Lawson, outfielder/ 
infielder/right-handed pitcher Donnie Tabb of Neshoba Central, student assistant Callop Hampton, and 
head coach Neal Holliman; and (third row, from left) outfielder/infielder Andre Yates, left-handed pitcher/ 
outfielder Ernie Triplett, catcher/outfielder/first baseman Quin Stokes, left-handed pitcher/outfielder Pervis 
Mann, outfielder Tyler Robinson of Newton County, left-handed pitcher Austin Buchanan of Neshoba 
Central, outfielder Tyler Neal, right-handed pitcher Cal Cossich, right-handed pitcher Joel McKee of 
Neshoba Central, and right-handed pitcher Allen Johnson of Leake Academy. 
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product of Leake Academy. 

Holliman complimented the 
sophomores for "significantly 
improving their talents and under- 
standing what it takes for them to 
measure up to the expectations 
that both the coaching staff and 
they as individuals have for them- 
selves." : | | 

Regarding the ar5) 
freshman class, Road 
Holliman said sev- 
eral players "will 
be major impacts" [@ 
on this year's 
team. 

"We feel good 
about the ability of | 
this young group, a 
but there is still a Holliman 
lot of developing . 
to do." he said. "We will not know 
how good they are until the end of 
the season. Time is a great indI- 
cator of a team's identity, mental 
toughness, character and persever- 
ance.” 

Freshman players are left- 
handed pitcher Bobby Bryan, 
infielder/catcher/ outfielder 
Charles Hill, right-handed pitcher 
Barry Meeks, right-handed 
pitcher/infielder Tyler Dalton, 
middle infielder Blake Lawson, 
third baseman Vincent Kortbawi, 
outfielder/second baseman Kevin 
Harris (Newton), outfielder/ 
infielder/right-handed pitcher 
Donnie Tabb (Neshoba Central), 
right-handed pitcher Cal Cossich, 
outfielder Tyler Robinson (Newton 
County), outfielder Jerrod Myers, 
outfielder Darmaal Moore, first 
baseman Richie Long, 
outfielder/first baseman Ricardo 
Velez, left-handed pitcher/out- 
fielder Pervis Mann, left-handed 
pitcher Colton Mitchell, right 
handed pitcher Joel McKee 
(Neshoba Central), left-handed 
pitcher Willard Bacon (Choctaw 
Central) and out eile Neal. 







=, i 


| season — "Ryervthine Counts." 






yiliman said the eme for this 





duct and production in the class- 
room, community and baseball 
field," Holliman explained. "This 
team has shown positive signsin * 
all areas as they earned a 3.28 
grade point average in the fall and 
made quality strides as a baseball 
team on the field during the fall 
season." 

Holliman said players submit 
suggestions each year for team 
mottos to be voted on by coaches 
and players. Selected for this year's 
motto is "Coming Together Is a 
Beginning; Staying Together Is a 
Progress, Working Together Is a 
Success," submitted by freshman 
Jerrod Myers. 

This year's team goal is also the 
same as in the past, which is "Maxi- 
mize Our Potential" as a team and 
program. 

"We can only achieve this goal 
by putting our heart and soul into 
every aspect of the program," Hol- 
liman said. "We stress this to our 
players ona daily basis, and time 
will dictate our willingness to per- 
form this task." 

Holliman further stated, "We are 
preparing for and expecting many 
good things from this group, but 
we thust keep our nose to the grind 
stone in order to reach our poten- 
tial. My main concerns are our 
daily mental approach, work ethic 
and willingness to 190 percent buy 
into atrue tearr concept." 
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ECCC Diamond Darlings 
















Members of the 2010 & 
Central Community Colle 
Diamond Darlings are (fre 
row, from left) Kelsie Boyk 
| Stephanie Lee and : 

| Watt, all of Louisville; Tare 

ra McPhail, Pelahatchie: | 
Hurt (president) and Alis« 
Walker, both of Louiswill 
Jessica Kilpatrick, Philade 
H Phia; Courtney Reink 
= COllinsville; and Ashte 
Steve, Choctaw: and (bac 

~ | Fow, from left) Savann 
Smith, Newton: Alesh) 
| Crimm and Reshetta Bentor 
both of Forest: Marquitt 
Moore and Miata Evans. bo 
of Newton; Kerri Cook 
| Carthage; Ashton Lowrey 

_| Louisville; Bailey Brown 

"e| Morton; Lauren Luke anc 
Lindsey Donald, both 0} 
Louisville; and ache 

Ramirez, Forest, (EC Photo) 
| Www.eccc.edy 
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Mitchell Wooten, seated, cen- 
ter, a right-handed pitcher/infield- 
er/outfielder at Edinburg High 
School, is shown signing a national 
letter of intent to continue his ath- 
letic career at East Central 
Community College. Wooten was 
among area student-athletes joining 
the College’s baseball program for 
2010-11 during a scholarship sign- 
ing ceremony held Friday, January 
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15 in the Gold Room of Mabry 
Memorial Cafeteria. Pictured with 
the new Diamond Warrior are his 
parents, seated from left, Barbara 
and Don Wooten; and, standing from 
left, Neal Holliman, ECCC head 
baseball coach; Rod Crumbley, 
Edinburg head baseball coach; and 
Hunter Vick and Michael Avalon, 
Diamond Warrior assistants. (EC 
Photo) 
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ECCC Baseball 
season opener 
moved to 
Wednesday 


From press reports 


East Central Community 
College baseball fans will 
have to wait another day to 
see the Diamond Warriors in 
action as Tuesday's season- 
opening doubleheader with 
Marion (Ala.) Military was 
postponed until Wednesday, 
Feb. 10 due to inclement 
weather. 

The first pitch is set for 1 
p.m. at the Clark/Gay Base- 
ball Complex on the 
Decatur campus. 

The opener is a nine- 
inning contest and will be 
followed by a seven-inning 


matchup. 
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EC opener 
delayed 


East Central Community 


jin action as Tuesday’s sea- 
son-opening doubleheader 
with Marion (Ala.) Military 
was postponed until today 
‘due to the weather. | 

First pitch is set for | 

. at 
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THE MERIDIAN STAR 
Thursday, February 11, 2010 


JUCO BASEBALL: ROUNDUP 

East Central opens 
season with two 
wins over MMI 





from staff reports 


ECCC won game one by a score of 12-2. 

Charles Hill led the way for the Warriors in game one 
as he went 2-for-4 from the plate with a homer and three 
RBI. Donnie Tabb went 3-for-3 with a double in the con- 
test. 


Drew Wilson pitched solidly and notched the win for 


East Central. 
— Daniel Rigdon 
Marion Military Institute 2 


East Central improved to 2-0 on the season as the War- 
rior bats stayed hot from game one. 

Richie Long went 1-for-3 with a double and three RBI. 
Charles Hill went 2-for-4 with a double and a triple, while 
Vincent Kortdawi was 2-for-3 from the plate. 

Alan Johnson got the win in his first start of the year 
for ECCC. , 

The Warriors will be back in action Saturday at home 
as they face Alabama Southern at noon. 


— Danie! Rigdon 
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lea ke Cnu nty Riamand 


These baseball standouts from 
Leake County are members of the 
2010 East Central Community 
College baseball team. From left are 
outfielder Tyler Neal, a product of 
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Warriors 


infielder/catcher/outfielder Charles 
Hill, catcher/outfielder/first base- 
man Quinn Stokes and first baseman 
Richie Long, all of Carthage; and 
right-handed pitcher Allen Johnson, 


Edinburg High School; left-handed 


Pervis Mann, 


pitcher/outfielder 


Leake Academy. 
improved to 4-0 Monday. (EC Photo) 


The Warriors 


EC sweeps ‘Bama Southern 


East Central Commu- 
nity College’s Diamond 
Warriors improved to 4-0 
on the young season fol- 
lowing a doubleheader 
sweep of Alabama South- 
ern Community College 
Monday at the Clark/Gay 
Baseball Complex in 
Decatur. 

“East Central rallied 
from an early 4-0 deficit 
to win the opener by a 10- 
7 margin, and overcame 
an early 3-1 deficit to cap- 
ture the nightcap, 10-4. 

Vincent Kortbawi, a 
freshman from Hale 
County High School in 
Moundville, Ala., led EC 


APPEARE 2¢ the plate with three 


hits and five RBIs. He 
also scored twice. 
Collecting two hits 


NEWTON each were Richie Long 


and Quin Stokes, both of 


SPIRIT O Carthage. Long was also 


credited with two RBIs 


MERIDIA and scored a run. Stokes 


knocked in one run and 
also scored. 

Charles Hill. of 
Carthage and Andre Yates 
of Grenada had one hit 
each. Both also scored a 


Ernie Triplett of 
Louisville scored two runs 
and Donnie Tabb of 
Neshoba Central and Dar- 
maal Moore of Stone 
County each scored once. 

Right-hander Cal Cos- 
sich of Ocean Springs was 
the winning pitcher in 


relief. He fanned five bat- - 


ters, walked two and 
allowed two hits in two- 
and one-third innings of 
work. 

Allen Johnson of 
Leake Academy was the 
starter. Johnson pitched 
four innings, allowing 
three runs on six hits. He 
fanned one batter and 
walked one. 

In the second game, 
Hill and Yates led Dia- 


mond Sluggers with three . 


hits each. Hill also scored 


three runs. Yates scored 
one and collected an RBI. 

Long and Drew Wil- 
son, a product of Newton 
County High School, had 
two hits each. Both also 
scored a run and knocked 
in a run. 

Stokes also had a hit 
and collected two RBIs. 

Freshman southpaw 
Pervis Mann of Carthage . 
was the winning pitcher. 

Mann pitched the first 
four innings, allowing 
four runs on four hits. He 
fanned nine batters and 
walked three. 

Willard Bacon, a fresh- 
man southpaw from 
Choctaw Central, hurled 
the final three innings, 
allowing just one hit. He 
fanned three batters and 
walked three. 
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ECCC 
tourney set 
for this 
weekend 


A full ‘weekend of com- 
munity college baseball is 
scheduled Friday-Sunday 
when the annual East 
Central Community 
College Wilson/Demarini 
Tournament is held at the 
Clark/Gay Baseball 
Complex in Decatur. 

In addition to the ECCC 
Warriors, other JUCO 
teams participating in the 
three-day event include 
Andrew College, from 
Cuthbert, Ga.; Wallace 
State-Hanceville, 
Mississippi Gulf Coast, 
Holmes, and Baton Rouge. 

A seven-inning match- 

up between ECCC and 
Andrew College at 11 a.m. 
Friday begins tournament 
action and will be followed 
by a seven-inning contest 
between Andrew College 
_and Wallace State at 2 p.m. 
and a nine-inning battle 
featuring ECCC and 
Wallace-State at 5 p.m. 

Games Saturday — 
which are all seven-inning 
affairs — include Andrew 
College vs. Holmes at 10 
am., Gulf Coast and 
Andrew College at 12:45 
p.m., Holmes vs. Baton 
Rouge at 3:30 p.m., and 
Baton Rouge and Gulf 
Soast at 6 p.m. 

A nine-inning battle at 
12:30 p.m. between ECCC 

APPEARED IN: and Baton Rouge begins 
Sunday’s competition and 
willbe followed by a 
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--ECCC players awarded — 





ECCC Diamond Warriors Honored at Banquet 

Special recognition was given to the above members of the East Cen- 
tral Community College baseball team during the fourth annual First- 
Pitch Banquet held Friday, Feb. 5, 2010, on the Decatur campus. Diamond 
Warriors receiving honors included (second from left) Jerrod Myers of 
Jackson St. Andrews, credited with this year’s team motto, “Coming 
Together Is a Beginning; Staying Together Is a Progress, Working Togeth- 
er Is a Success;" Jeremy May, a product of Newton County High School 
and Ernie Triplett of Louisville, selected team co-captains; and Quin 
Stokes of Carthage, winner of last fali's home run derby. The presenta- 
tions were made by Neal Holliman (left), ECCC head baseball coach. 
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CCC sweeps 6 Maric ofr ip 


Ey 


Diamond Warriors who ™ 


notched a pair of victories 
Wednesday from Marion 
(Ala.) Military at the 
on the Decatur campus. 

East Central cruised to a 12- 
2 decision in the opener and 
rallied from a 40 deficit to 


: ore of the 


team’s eight hits. Hill, who 
ce ws 





se HS SSL AO HS TD 


went threeforthree with a 
double and knocked m two 
cuns. He also scored three 
times. Also recording hits 
were Ricardo Velez, from Tuyjil- 
lo Alto, Puerto Rico; Richie 
Long of — and Ernie 
Triplett of Louisville 

Drew Wilson, a sophomore 
southpaw. from Newton 


County High School, picked . 
up the win. 

in the second game, Ernie 
Triplett was threeforthree at 
the plate and had an RBI. He 
also’ scored once. Hill had 
another productive outing by 
pounding @ triple and double 
and collecting an RBI. He also 
scored a run. Vincent Kort- 
bawi,a product of Hale Coun- 
ty High School in Mountville, 
Ala., went two-focthree from 
the plate and also had an RBI 
and scored once. Long had a 
double and three RBIs and 
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A full weekend of 
community college base- 
ball competition is sched- 
uled Feb, 19-21, 2010, 
when the annual East Cen- 
tral Community Collegé 
Wilson/Demarini Tourna- 
ment is held at the Clark/ 
Gay Baseball Complex on 
the Decatur campus. 

In addition to the 
ECCC Diamond War- 
riors, other JUCO teams 
participating in the three- 
day event include Andrew 
College, from Cuthbert, 
Ga.; Wallace State, lo- 
cated in Hanceville, Ala.; 
Miss. Gulf Coast, Holmes 
and Baton Rouge. 
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A seven-inning 
matchup between East 
Central and Andrew Col- 
lege at 11 a.m. Friday be- 
gins to ramen action and 
will be followed by a 
seven-inning contest be- 
tween Andrew College 
and Wallace State at 2 
p.m. and a nine-inning 
battle featuring EC and 
Wallace-State at 5 p.m. 
Games Saturday — which 
are all seven-inning affairs 
—include Andrew College 
vs. Holmes at 10 a.m., Gulf 
Coast and Andrew Col- 
lege at 12:45 p.m., Holmes 
vs. Baton Rouge at 3:30 
p.m., and Baton Rouge 
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ts Annual Baseball Tournament 


and Gulf Coast at 6 p.m. 

A nine-inning 
battle at 12:30 p.m. be- 
tween East Central and 
Baton Rouge begins 
Sunday’s competition and 
will be followed by a 
the same teams, starting at 
3:30 p.m. 

Admission is $5 
each day or $10 for a 
three-day tournament 





N 2a] 


contact 
Holliman, ECCC head 
baseball coach, 601-635- 
6374. His e-mail address 


tion, 


is nholliman@ecce.edu. 
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ECCC 


Continued from page 7A 
ite Ms Sanibel wa phd A 





Baseball Complex. fa be Dita ty canes: 
East Central cruised to a 12-2 decision in the opener and rallied 


| deficit visiting Tigers 84 in completing the plex on the Decatur campus. 

mere lags hae In addition to the ECCC Dia- 
™ Freshmen Chas Hil of Carthage and Donnie Tabb, a Neshoba mond Warniors, other JUCO teams 

Central product, led Diamond Warrior sluggers by accounting for participating in the three-day event 










Com ree two-for-four at the plate, include Andrew College, from 
: i eal heen -RBis. He also Cuthbert, Ga.; Wallace State, 
aan r-three with a double and located in Hanceville, Ala.; Miss. 

ares | Gulf Coast, Holmes and Baton 

Rouge. A seven-inning matchup 
between East Central and Andrew 


sCollege at 11 am. Friday begins 


Also rec : were Ricardo Velez, from Tujillo Alto, Puer- 
meee Gas peak Tple of Lexie 


Drew Wilson, a sophomore southpaw from Newton County 


School, packed the 
ist 1€ secone og i TMiplet was three-for-shree atthe plat 


aR | He alisico ed once. Hill had another productive 







$tournament action and will be fol- 


lowed by a seven-inning contest 
between Andrew College and 


a triple and double and collecting an RBI. He Wallace State at 2 p.m. and a nine- 
Vine nt Kortbawi, a product of Hale County High Innun ye battle featnng EC and 
_ Ala., went two-for-three from the plate and Wallace-State at 5 p.m. 






. . re once. Long had a double and three RBIs « 


Allen Johnsor a product, was the 


all Tournament: A full weekend of 
1 ocd all competitior is scheduled Feb. 19-21, 
2010, gs the se East Central Community College 

n/Demarini Tournament is held at the Clark/Gay Baseball Com- 





Games Saturday — which are 
all seven-inning affairs — include 
Andrew College vs, Holmes at 10 
a.m., Gulf Coast and Andrew 
College at 12:45 p.m., Holmes vs. 
Baton Rouge at 3:30 p.m., and 
Baton Rouge and Gulf Coast at 6 
p.m. A nine-inning battle at 12:30 
p.m. between East Central and 
Baton Rouge begins Sunday’s 
competition and will be followed 
by a seven-inning matchup with 





See ECCC, page 10A the same teams, starting at 3:30 
p.m. Admission is $5 each day or 
$10 for a three-day tournament 
pass. 
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ECCC earns split with LSU-Eunice 


East Central Commu- 
nity College’s baseball 
squad proved it is worthy 
of national recognition 
after managing a double- 
header split with top- 
rated Louisiana State 
University-Eunice Satur- 
day on the Bengal cam- 
pus. 

The Diamond War- 
riors, after being edged 5- 
4 in the first game, rallied 
for a 5-3 decision in the 
nightcap and improved to 


APPEARED IN: 


11-3 overall under fourth- 
year head coach Neal Hol- 
liman. LSU-Eunice, which 


sits atop the NJCAA Divi- 
sion I poll, dropped to 12- 
) . 


In the first game, EC 
had an early 2-0 lead but 
the Diamond Bengals ral- 
lied to grab a 4-2 advan- 
tage after three innings. 


The Diamond Warriors 


scored single runs in the 
tie the contest at 4-4, only 


to have the home team 


score the winning run in 


the bottom of the ninth. 

Richie Long of 
Carthage homered for EC. 
Singles each were collect- 
ed Charles Hill and Quin 
Stokes, both of Carthage. 

Southpaw Willard 
Bacon of Choctaw Central 
took the loss, allowing one 
run on two hits in the 
final 1 2/3 innings. 

In the nightcap, Don- 
nie Tabb of Neshoba Cen- 


tral slapped a double and 
two singles and had two 
RBIs to lead the Diamond 
Warriors, who rallied 
from a 3-0 deficit to earn 
the split. 

Tabb was also the win- 
ning pitcher, as he hurled 


of Leake Academy went 
five innings, allowing 
three runs on four hits. 
He fanned four batters 
and walked four. 
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The East Central Community 
College Warriors went 3-1 on the 
diamond last week, gaining a split at 
top-ranked = = LSU- from 
Eunice, to up my sear school 
son’s record to | 1- 

The Diamond es 
Warriors travel to Itawamba Friday 
in doubleheader action beginning 
at 2:30 p.m. on the Fulton campus. 

EC hosts Kishwaukee (Ill.) at 
2:30 p.m. Monday in a seven- 
inning battle to be followed by a 
nine-inning contest with Tyler 
(Texas) Community College. 

EC 6-12 

Alabama Southern — 1-7 

The Warriors upped their record 
to 10-2 with the doublehedder 
sweep in Monroeville, Ala., on 
Thursday. 

After four scoreless innings, EC 
pushed four runs across the plate in 
the fifth in posting a 6-1 decision in 
the opener. The Diamond Warriors 
exploded for seven runs in the sey- 
enth to claim a 12-7 victory in the 
nightcap to complete the sweep. 

The EC offense was limited to 


just six hits in the opener, but 
thanks to a strong performance by 


freshman southpaw Colton 
Mitchell, the Diamond Warriors 
did not need many runs. 


Darmaa! Moore belted a doubic 
and collected an RBI to lead EC. 
Singles each were recorded by 
Donnie Tabb, Vincent Kortbawi, 
Charles Hill, Quin Stokes, and 
Andre Yates. Tabb was credited 
with two RBIs. 

Mitchell went the distance in the 
seven-inning matchup to. record his 
second win of the season. He 
allowed just one run on four hits, He 
also fanned five and walked five. 

In the second game, Yates was 
the top offensive performer with a 
double and three singles and was 
credited with an RBI. Richie Long 
had a double and two singles and 
knocked in three runs, Stokes belt» 
ed two singles and had one RBI. 
Singles. each were recorded by 
Tabb, Kortbawi,. Hill, . Moore, 
Ricardo Velez, and Jerrod Myers. 

Freshman right-hander Cal 
Cossich was the wmning pitcher in 





Lésding the 2010 East Central Commtiiiity College baseball 
team are (from left) Hunter Vick, assistant coach; Neal 

Holliman, head coach; Michael Avalon, assistant coach; and 
Callop Hampton of Magee, student assistant. The Warriors 
are off to an 11-3 start. 


relief, allowing one run on two hits. 
He fanned two and walked one in | 
2/3 innings. 

Pervis Mann was the starter and 
allowed four runs on three hits, He 
also walked two. Also seeing action 
onthe mound were freshman nght- 


- hander Tyler, Dalton and freshman 


southpaw Willard Bacon. 
LSU-Eunice 
EC 


5-3 
4-5 


EC photo 


The Warriors came away with a 
split with top-ranked Bengals 
Saturday in Eunice, La. 

The Diamond Warriors, after 
being edged 5-4 in the first game, 
rallied for a 5-3 decision in the 
nightcap and } improve to 11-3. 

LSU-Eunice, which sits atop the 
NJCAA Division II poll, dropped 
to 12-2. 

In the opener, EC had an early 2-0) 
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lead, but the Bengals rallied to grab a 
4-2 advantage after three 1 innings. 

EC scored single runs in the 
fifth and sixth to tie the contest at 
4-4, only to have the home team 
score the winning run in the bottom 
of the ninth. 

Richie Long homered for EC 
and Blake Lawson belted two sin- 
gles to lead the offense. Singles 
each were collected by Andre 
Yates, Vincent Kortbawi, Charles 
Hill, and Quin Stokes. 

Southpaw Willard Bacon of 
Choctaw Central took the loss, 
allowing one run on two hits in the 
final | 2/3 innings. 

In the nightcap, Donnie Tabb of 
Neshoba Central slapped a double 
and two singles and had two RBIs to 
lead the Diamond Warriors, who ral- 
lied from a 3-0 deficit to earn the split. 

_ Lawson homered and was also 
credited with two RBIs. Yates, 
Ernie Triplett, and Ricardo Velez 
each had singles. 

Tabb was also the winning 
pitcher, as he hurled four scoreless 


EC gets split at No. 1 LSU-Eunice; off to 11-3 start 


innings and allowed three hits. 
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ECCC Diamond Warriors, 
itawamba split doubleheader 
East Central Community Col- 
lege's baseball team split a dou- 
bleheader with 
Itawamba Community College 
in a non-division matchup held 
Friday on the Fulton campus. 
“The Warriors (12-4) were 
edged 3-2 in the opener and ral- 
lied for a 6-1 victory in the 


second contest. 


East Central fell behind 2-0 in 
the first inning of the opener 
and closed the gap to 3-2 in the 
fifth but could get no closer and 
the host Indians held on for the 





e Law 
shortstop, was ‘the only Warrior 
with multiple hits as he man- 
aged a double and a single. Vin- 
added a double 





Right-hander Barry Meeks 
took the loss on the mound, 
three r 





ical aioa: Toattelin: 
wishes game, the War- 


Beas 
.e fifth and 





5 
Fr eshman adiad Colton 
Mitchell got the win and 


Shee = 3-0 on the season. 


Mitchell hurled six scoreless 
innings, allowing five hits. He 
also in six batters and 

East Central hosts Kaskaski 
(Ii.) Community es at 2:30 
p.m. eet two seven- 
inning 
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Diamond Warriors. EEK OF _ 


improve to 8-2 


A doubleheader sweep of Baton Rouge Community Col- 


lege Sunday concluded a successful weekend of competi- 
tion for the East Central Community College Diamond War- 
Se ee in the annual ECCC 





Neat Holliman, ECCC head baseball coach, said he was 
“very pleased” with his team’s performance, especially the 
as shown in i doubleheader with Baton 
tories i in both contests; 

EC rallied from a 9-6 deficit in the opener to claim a 12- 
9 decision, and erased a 5-1 deficit in the nightcap by scor- 
ing four runs in the bottom of the seventh and sending the 
contest into extra innings. EC scored the winning run in 
the bottom of the ninth for the 6-5 victory. 

“Our guys have a gever-give-up attitude and it showed 
Sunday,” said Holliman, whose Diamond Warriors improved 





to 8-2 on the young campaign. “Overall, we've played well _ 


but we still need to improve in several areas and I'm confi- 
dent we will do so. We will certainly need to play our best 
this week as we go on the road to face Alabama Southern 
(Wednesday) and LSU-Eunice (Saturday). LSU-Eunice is top 
ranked squad in the NJCAA Division II poll. 

Donnie Tabb of Neshoba Central and Quinn Stokes of 
Carthage belted four singles and collected two RBIs apiece 
to lead EC sluggers in the first game. Charles Hill and Richie 
Long, both of Carthage, collected two doubles each and Vin- 
cent Kortbawi, a product of Hale County High School in 
Moundville, Ala., added two singles. Hill led in RBIs with 
four. 

Long was the winning pitcher in relief, as he hurled four 
scoreless innings and walked two batters. 

In the nightcap, Long had a double and two singles to 
lead the Diamond Warrior offense. Darmaal Moore, a prod- 
uct of Stone County High School, belted a double and sin- 
gle and Hill was credited with two singles. Andre Yates of 
Grenada had a single and led in RBIs with three. 

Tyler Dalton of Winston Academy got the win, as he 
hurled five scoreless innings and allowed one hit. He struck 
out three batters and walked one. 

GAMES FRIDAY 

East Central began the three-day tournament by blasting 
Andrew College 18-2 and later fell to Wallace State- 
Hanceville by an 8-4 

Hill and Kortbawi each had a double and two singles to 
lead Diamond Warrior sluggers in the first game. Also cred- 
ited with multiple hits were Jerrod Myers of Jackson St. 
Andrews, two doubles; and Long and Ricardo Velez of Tru- 
jillo Alto, Puerto Rico, two singles each, Stokes, who belted 
a double, led in RBIs with three. 

Starter Barry Meeks, a product of Patrician Academy in- 
Sweetwater, Ala-, was the winning pitcher. He allowed two 
earned runs on eight hits through five innings. He fanned 
six batters. 

Stokes, Velez and Ernie Triplett had two hits each in the 
loss to Wallace State_Velez led in RBIs with two. 

Starter Allen Johnson of Leake Academy took the tisk 


sac two earned runs on five hits through three 
innings. He fanned three batters and walked two. | 

Mississippi Gulf Coast and an also bss noah in 
the annual tournament. 
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Warriors continue to rack up victories 


Quinn Stokes blasted a three-run 
homer and Andre Yates added a two-run 
shot to lead East Central Community 
College to an |1-1 thumping. over 
Kishwaukee (IIl.) Community College 
on March 8 at Clark/Gay Baseball 
Complex in Decatur. from 

The Diamond Warriors gehool 
followed that victory with a reports 
12-9 decision over Tyler 
(Texas) Community College and 
improved to 14-4 under fourth-year 
head coach Neal Holliman. 

Stokes, a sophomore outfielder from 
Carthage, also belted a single and fin- 
ished with three RBIs. Yates, a sopho- 
more third baseman and product of 
wages High School, also collected 

two singles and knocked in a pair of 
runs. 

Vincent Kortbawi of Moundville, 
Ala., was also credited with multiple 
hits, as he collected a double and single. 

Other sluggers were Donnie Tabb of 
Neshoba Central, double; and Charles 
Hill of Carthage and Ernie Triplett of 
Louisville, singles each. Triplett was 
also credited with two RBIs, and Tabb 
and Hill knocked in a run each, Richie 
Long of Carthage had two RBIs. 
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Right-hander Allen Johnson of 
Leake Academy was the winning pitch- 
er. Johnson went the distance in the 
five-inning contest, allowing one run on 
four hits, He also fanned five. 

In. the win over Tyler, freshman 
Blake Lawson went 4-for-4 to lead the 
offense. Lawson, an imfielder from 
Biloxi, slammed a double and three sin- 
gles and was credited with two RBIs. 


- Long also had a productive outing, belt- 


ing three singles with two RBIs. 

Also recording multiple hits were 
Tabb, Kortbawi and Ricardo Velez, 
from Trujillo Alto, Puerto Rico, who 
had two singles each. Hill contributed a 
double and led in RBIs with three. 
Other sluggers were Yates and Stokes, 

_ Right-hander Tyler Dalton (2-0) of 
Louisville got the win. Dalton, a prod- 
uct of Winston Academy, allowed one 
run on two hits through six innings. He 
also fanned two and walked one. 

Starter Pervis Mann, a southpaw 
from Carthage, hurled two innings, 
allowing five runs on five hits. He also 
walked four. 

: reggie Austin Buchanan pitched th 
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three hits in the top of the ninth. He also 
walked two, 

ECCC 14-12 

Hibbing (Minn.) _ 0-0 

The Warriors made quick work of 
the Cardinals from Minnesota in 
Saturday’s doubleheader sweep at 
Decatur. 

Charles Hill led the Warriors in the 
opener with a double and a grand slam. 

Richie Long also had a pair of hits. 

Pervis Mann got the win. 

In the second game, Long homered 
and had two hits, while Kevin Harris of 
Newton had four hits, including a dou- 
ble. Tyler Dalton had a pair of doubles. 

Emie Triplett got the win as the 
Warriors improved to 16-4. 


The losses dropped Hibbing to 0-12 
in the Spring tour of Mississippi and 


Alabama. In the Az Eames, the Division 








outscored 170-9, 

East Central was slated to travel to 
Perkinston Tuesday to take on 
Mississippi Gulf Coast in a MACJC 
South Division doubleheader. 
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Roundup - East Central, Hinds split baseball 
doubleheader 


from combined reports 
The Meridian Star 


MERIDIAN — __ East Central Community College's Barry Meeks led the Warriors for seven 
innings on the mound Saturday. In the process he managed to hold Hinds Community 
College to one run. The Warrior bats took care of the rest in an 8-1 win. 


East Central's Charles Hill and Darmaal Moore led the offensive charge. Both Warriors 
finished the night going 2-for-4 with a double. 


The Warriors' Andre Yates and Danny Tabb both went 2-for-3. 


East Central 2 


Hinds Community College managed to grab the second game of Saturday's 
doubleheader, though, doubling up East Central. 


Hinds pitcher Brent Gay kept the East Central offense at bay through six innings. 
For ECCC, Kort Bawi and Richie Long each finished with a double. 


At the conclusion of Saturday's action East Central stands at 18-6 overall while Hinds 
evens out their record at 11-11 overall. | 


East Central will be back in action Wednesday at Mississippi Delta Community College. 
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ll Player of the 

| Week honoree 
| Carthage High 
| School alum Richie 





Player of the Week 
for March 17. 


4 Community College 







week with one 






and walked twice. 







| first base for the 
| Warriors, had a bat- 
ting average of .424 
with seven doubles, 
| three homeruns 
and 21 RBIs as well 
as an on-base per- 












age of .667. 
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NUCAA Divsion 


Long was named | 
| the NJCAA Div. I 


The East Central 


sophomore had a. 
batting average of | . 
| .700 (7-of-10) for the | LS > vig. LN 
home run and six | 
RBIs. He also. 
scored five runs| 


On the season, | 
Long, who plays | 


centage of .474 and | 
a slugging percent- | 
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EC steps into NJCAA spotlight 


Q) Warriors take 
tenth spot in 
Div. II rankings 

Wednesday, March 17, was 
a good one around Decatur. 

The East Central Commu- 
nity College Diamond War- 
riors were, after all, voted 
tenth nationally in the 
National Junior College Ath- 
letic Association’s (NJCAA) 
most recent poll with a mark 
of 18-6. 

The success of East Cen- 
tral Community College’s 
2010 baseball team has 
caught the attention of the 
National Junior College Ath- 
letic Association (NJCAA). 

Head coach Neal Holliman 
said he is “appreciative and 
proud” of the attention given 
to his squad, which entered 
this week with an 18-6 record 
following a doubleheader split 
with visiting Hinds Communi- 
ty College Saturday. 

“We are very appreciative 
of the support and recognition 
that we have received for our 
program,” said Holliman. 
“There are a lot of individuals 
that have contributed to this 
team’s success from within 
the program and outside the 
program. 

Everyone has a role to play 
in this recognition, from cur- 
rent players, supporters and 
parents to former players, 
parents and supporters,” he 
continued. “This (national 
ranking) has been one of the 
goals since we arrived (in 
2006) and we are very proud 
for our team and institution. 

“Now we must stay focused 
and approach every day with 
the concentration and effort 
that got us to this point.” 


} See ECCC on 8A 





> £CCC. 


Players from Leake 
County have played a 
hefty role in the the War- 
riors’ success: so far this 
season, | 

ace Long, a sopho- 

Yarthage High 





School, was named the 
NJCAA Division II Player 
of the Week on the same 
day the Warriors’ roceived 
their national ranking. — 
“Richie has had a aoe 
solid year,” Holliman said 


situations and we want 
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him to keep doing that.” Hill, yh ee aor ate Pes cobs anes 





Long entered 


age of .424, but he is not 
the only former Tiger or 


is left field, third base and 
week with a batting aver- second Pa om 





Leake Countian ‘to be somet mes erving is 
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East Central’s Diamond Warr 


_ The success of East Central 





ing the NICAA Web site. 

Head coach Neal Holliman éaid he is 
“appreciative and proud” of the _atten- 
tion given to his squad, which currently 
sports an 18-6 record following a double- 


Division II - are ranked tenth in 





header split with visiting Hinds 


Community College Saturday, March 20. 
“We are very appreciative of the sup- 
port and recognition that we have 
received for our program,” said 
Holliman. “There are a lot of individuals 
that have CON ributec to this team’s suc- 
side the program. Everyone has a role 
to play in this recognition, from current 
players, supporters and parents to former 
players» parents and supporters. Thi 


This 
(national ranking) has been one of the 


goals since we arrived (in 2006) and we 
tion, Now we must stay focused and 
approach every day with the concentra 

In addition to the team’s success, 

urthage was recogni 2d as Division II 

Player of the Week for March 17. 

Long helped lead East Central to wins 
over Kishwaukee College (Illinois), 
Tyler Junior College (Texas) and a dou- 


bieheader sweep of Hibbing Community 
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College (Minnesota)'by posting a .700 (7; 


of 10) batting average with one home run } 
and six RBIs. He also scored five runs 
and walked twice. 

_ Prior to receiving the national recog- 
nition, Long had a .424 batting average 
with seven doubles, three home runs and 
21 RBIs. He also had a-.474 on-base per- 
centage and ..667 slugging percentage. 

The Diamond Warriors return to 
action Wednesday, March 24, for a dou- 


bleheader at Mississippi Delta 
Community College in Moorhead. 
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Diamond Warriors ranked 


No. 10 nationally in NJCAA - 


The success of East Central Community arrived (in 2006) and we are very proud for 
College's 2010 baseball team has caught the our team and institution. 
attention of the National Junior “Now we must stay focused and approach 








fie from 
College Athletic Association school every day with the concentration and effort 
(NJCAA). , | that got us to this point.” 
The Diamond Warriors — "®ROrts In addition to the team’s success, sopho- 


who compete in Division If — are ranked more first baseman Richie Long of Carthage 
10th in the most recent poll (March 17), was recognized as Division II Player of the 


according the NJCAA Web site. 


ECCC head coach Neal g 


Holliman said he is “appreciative 
and proud” of the attention given 
to his squad, which currently 


sports an 18-6 record following a | 
doubleheader split with visiting | 
Hinds Community College on [7 


Saturday. 
“We are very appreciative of 


the support and recognition that | 


we have received for our pro- 
gram,” said Holliman. “There are 


a lot of individuals that have con- | 
tributed to this team’s success |) — 


from within the program and out- 
side the program. 

“Everyone has a role to play in 
this recognition, from current 





Week for March 17. 
Long helped lead East Central 
to wins over Kishwaukee 
College (Illinois), Tyler Junior 
College (Texas) and a double- 
header sweep of Hibbing 
Community College (Minnesota) 
by posting a .700 (7 of 10) bat- 
ting average with one home run 
_ | and six RBIs. He also scored five 
| runs and walked twice. 
Prior to receiving the national 
| recognition, Long had a .424 bat- 
ting average with seven doubles, 
three home runs and 21 RBIs. He 

also had a .474 on-base percent- 

Neal age and .667 slugging percent- 
Holliman age. 

The Diamond Warriors return 


players, supporters and parents to former to action today for a doubleheader at 


players, parents and supporters. This (nation- Mississippi Delta Community College in 
al ranking) has been one of the goals since we Moorhead. 
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Community College's 2010 
baseball team has caught the 
attention ofthe National 
Junior College Athletic Associ- 
ation (NJCAA). 

The Diamond Warriors - 
who compete in Division I - 
are ranked tenth in the most 
recent poll (March 17), 
according the NJCAA Web 
site. 


Head coach Neal Holliman 
said he is “appreciative and 
seen attention given 
to his squad, which currently 
sports an 184 record follow- 
ing a doubleheader split with 
College Saturday, March 20. 

“We are very appreciative of 


NEWTON COUNTY APPEAL ___ 


SPIRIT OF MORTON 
MERIDIAN STAR - 





s receive National Ranking 


the support and recognition 
that we have received for our 
program,” said Holliman. 
“There are a lot of individuals 
that have contributed to this 
team’s success from within 
the program and outside the 


ers and parents to former play 


This (national ranking) has 
been one of the goals since 
We arrived (in 2006) and we 
are very proud for our team 
and Now we must 
stay focused and approach 
every day with the concentra- 
tion and effort that got us to 


this point.” 
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ECCC sweeps 
Delta, Southwest 


East Central Community 


College’s baseball team 
improved to 22-6 with dou- 
bleheader = from 
sweeps of ase school 
issippi Delta an | 
Southwest Miss- he ala 
issippi last week: 

ECCC 5-5 

Delta 2-1 ¢ 


Quin Stokes of Carthage 
and Andre Yates of Grenada 
each blasted home runs and 
collected two RBI apiece in 
the first game at Moorhead 
on March 24 to lead the EC 
offense. Stokes also pro- 
duced a single. 

Other sluggers were 
Vincent Kortbawi, two sin- 
gles; and Donnie Tabb, 
Richie Long, Ricardo Velez, 
and Ernie Triplett, singles 
each. 

Southpaw Pervis Mann of 
Carthage went the distance in 
eaming the victory on the 
mound. Mann allowed just 
two earned runs on six hits 
through nine innings. He also 
fanned seven and walked 
one. 

In the second game, 
Kortbawi was the top slugger 
with three singles. Also 
recording multiple hits were 
Yates, Stokes. and Long, 
who each belted two singles, 
Darmaal Moore with a dou- 
ble, and Tabb with a single. 
Stokes led in RBIs with two. 

Right-hander Cal Cossich 
of Ocean Springs got the 
win, allowing just one run on 
one hit through six innings. 


NEWTON COu! He also fanned three and 
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walked one, 
Joel McKee pitched the 
nning in relief and gave 


MERIDIAN ST/ up two hits, 


ECCC 
Southwest 


10-9 
4-3 


The Warriors improved to 
22-6 overall and 4-2 in the 
MACIC South Division with 
Saturday’s sweep at Decatur. 

A six-run fifth-inning pro- 
pelled EC to a 10-4 victory in 
the opener, and the Diamond 
Warriors jumped out to a 
quick 9-2, third-inning lead 
in the nightcap to complete 
the sweep. 

Donnie Tabb of Neshoba 
Central homered and had two 
RBI to lead the EC offense in 
the first game. Other shug- 
gers were Charles Hill, dou- 
ble and single; Blake Lawson 
of Biloxi, double and three 
RBI; Quinn Stokes, double: 
Richie Long, single and two 
RBI; and Ricardo Velez of 
Trujillo Alton, Puerto Rico, 
single. 

Freshman right-hander 
Tyler Dalton got the win in 
relief, as he allowed one run 
on two hits through three 
innings. 

Starter Barry Meeks, a 
freshman right-hander from 
Patrician Academy in 
Sweetwater, Ala., went four 
innings, allowing three runs 
on three hits. He also fanned 
two and walked a pair. 

In the second contest, 
Darmaal Moore and Vincent 
Kortbawi each homered and 
collected three RBI to lead 
the EC offense. 

Ernie Triplett contributed 
two singles and one RBI. 
Other sluggers included Hill, 
double and one RBI; and 
Tabb, Long, and Lawson, 
singles each. 

Starter Colton Mitchell of 
Lake was the winning pitch- 
er. Mitchell allowed two 
earned runs on four hits 
through four innings. He also 
fanned foug and walked two, 
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ECCC sets — 
baseball 
tryout date 


Tryouts for the 2010-11 
East Central Community 
College basetball team 
will be held Thursday, 
April 29, on the Decatur 
campus. 

Activities are sched- 
uled to begin at 2:30 p.m. 
at the Clark/Gay Baseball 
Complex. 

For more information, 
contact coach Neal Holli- 
man at 601-635-6374 or 
call toll free, 877-462- 
3222, ext 374. His email 


address is 

pholliman@eccc.edu. 
APPEARED IN: 
CARTHAGINIAN ___ / i NESHOBA DEMOCRAT | 
NEWTON COUNTY APPEAL SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 
SPIRIT OF MORTON WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 





MERIDIAN STAR 





CLARION-LEDGER _ 





ECCC Diamond Warriors sweep Southwest 


Success continues for the 
East Central Community Col- 
lege baseball team, which 
improved to 22-6 overall follow- 
ing a doubleheader sweep of 
Southwest Mississippi Commu- 
nity College Saturday at the 
Clark/Gay Baseball Complex in 

A six-run fifth-inning pro- 
pelled EC to a 10-4 victory in 
Warriors jumped out to a quick 
9.2, third-inning lead in the 
nightcap and coasted 9-3 to 
complete the sweep. 

Donnie Tabb of Neshoba 
RBis to lead the EC offense in 
the first game. Other sluggers 
were Charles Hill of Carthage, 
double, single and an RBI; 
Blake Lawson of Biloxi, double 
and three RBIs; Quinn Stokes of 
Carthage, double, Blake Lawson 
of Biloxi, single and three RBIs; 


Richie Long of Carthage, single 
and two RBIs; and Ricardo 


Velez of Trujillo Alton, Puerto 
Rico, single. 

Freshman right-hander Tyler 
Dalton got the win in relief, as 
he allowed one run on two hits 
through three innings. Dalton, a 
product of Winston Academy, 
also fanned one batier and 
walked one. Starter Barry 
Meeks, a freshman right-hander 
from Patrician Atademy in 
Sweetwater, Ala. went four 
innings, allowing three runs on 
three hits. He also fanned two 
batters and walked a pair. 

In the second contest, Dar- 
maal Moore of Stone County 
and Vincent Kortbawi, a product 
of Hale County High School! in 
Moundville, Ala., each homered 
and collected three RBIs apiece 
to lead the EC offense. Erie 
Triplett of Louisville contributed 
two singles and one RBI. Other 
sluggers included Hill, double 
and one RBI; and Tabb, Long 
and Lawson, singles each. 

_ Starter. Colton. Mitchell .was 
the winning pitcher. Mitchell, a 
freshman southpaw from Lake, 
allowed two earned runs on four 
hits through four innings. He 
also fanned four batters and 
walked two. Southpaws Willard 
Bacon of Choctaw. Central and 
Austin. Buchanan of Nesheba 
Central and Tabb, a right-han- 





der, hurled an inning each. 
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Bacon allowed one hit and seven-inning matchup without 


Buchanan gave wp one run on 
two hits. Tabb finished the 


allowing a hit or run in the final 
stanza. 


Lady Diamond Warriors, 
Co-Lin split pair of games 


East. Central Community 
College’s softball team rallied 
from a 5-0 deficit to claim a 7-6 
win in the second game of a 
doubleheader with Copiah-Lin- 
coln Community © College 
Wednesday in Wesson, earning 
a split of their MACJC South 
Division doubleheader after 
falling 4-3 in the opener. 

The Lady Diamond War- 
riors, whose record stands at 22- 
3-1 overall following the split, 
was led at the plate in the second 
contest by Lauren Nicholas of 
Neshoba Central who slapped a 
double and two singles and col- 
lected two RBIs, 

Also producing multiple. hits 
were Paige Holsen of Union, 
Leake. Academy product Han- 
nah Lee of Philadelphia and 
Hailey Chisolm of Neshoba 
Central. Holsen and Lee each 
had a double and a single with 
two RBIs. Chisolm was credited 
with two singles. 


Central contributed a single and 
a RBI and Brittany Cochran of 
Newton County singled. 

Hurler Kasi Buckley of 
Newton County notched the win 
to remain perfect on the season 
with a 13-0 record. Buckley 
allowed three earned runs on 13 
hits during the seven-inning 
matchup. She also fanned two 
batters and walked one. 

In the opener, East Central 
let an early 3-0 lead slip away as 
the Lady Wolves rallied to force 
extra innings and pushed across 
the winning run in the eighth 
inning. 

The Lady Diamond Warriors 


managed just three hits in the 


loss, a three-run homer by Lee, 


a double by Nicholas and single 


from Holsen. 

Taylor Bailey took the loss 
on the mound, allowing three 
earned runs on 12 hits. Bailey 
also fanned four batters and 
walked two. 
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Tryouts Announced for ECCC 
Baseball Team 

Tryouts for the 2010-11 East Central Community Col- 
lege baseball team will be held Thursday, April 29 on the Deca- 
tur campus, announced Neal Holliman, head coach, 

Activities begin at 2:30 p.m. at the Clark/Gay Base- 
ball Complex. 

For more information, contact Coach Neal Holliman, 
601-635-6374 or call toll free, 877-462-3222, ext. 374. The e-mail 


address is nholliman(@eccc.edu. 
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Dalton, 
Triplett 
art of 


HCCC 


sweep 


From press reports 


Success continues for the 
East*Central Community Col- 
lege baseball team, which 
improved to 22-6 overall fol 
lowing a doubleheader sweep 
of Southwest Mississippi 
Community College Saturday 
at the Clark/Gay Baseball 
Complex in Decatur. The pair 
of wins also gave EC a 42) 
mark in the MACJC South 
Division. 





pelled EC to a 10-4 victory in maal Moore of Stone County 
the opener, and the Diamond and Vincent Kortbawi, a prod- 
Warriors jumped out to a uct of Hale County High 
quick 9 2, third-inning lead in’ School in Moundville, Ala., 
the nightcap and coasted 9-3» each homered and collected 
to complete the sweep. three RBIs apiece to lead the 

Donnie Tabb of Neshoba EC offense. Ernie Triplett of 
Central homered and had two Louisville contributed two 
RBIs to lead the EC offense in singles and one RBI. Other 
the first game. Other sluggers wagers included Hill. doubl 
were Charles Hill of Carthage, 





double, single and an RBI 
Blake Lawson of Biloxi, dou- 
ble and three RBIs; Quinn 
Stokes of Carthage, double: 
Blake Lawson of Biloxi, single 
and three RBIs; Richie Long of 
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ECCC sweeps Co-Lin, 


from combined reports 


East Central Community Col- 
lege swept a double header , 
against Co-Lin Wednesday night 
using behind a hot offensive 
output. 

__ Taylor Bailey earned the win 
for the Warriors in game one 
pitching a complete game, while 
giving up nine hits and striking 
out five. 

_ Haley Chisolm had a three-run 
homerun, while Paige Holsen 
went for a homerun, single and 
two RBIs, Brittney Cochran added 
two hits with two RBIs and Kasie 
Buckley had an RBI-double. 
Co-Lin managed just one run 


off of nine hits. 


— Daniel Rigdon 


ECCC 10 
Co-Lin 8 


East Central exploded for five- 
sixth inning runs to rally past Co- 
Lin in game two of the double 
header. | 
Bailey again earned the win 





from the mound for the Warriors. 


She impreves to 14-6 on the 
season. _ | 

ECCC was led by Holsen who 
had two singles, a homerun and 
three RBIs. Hannah Lee went for 
three hits including a hom 
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MCC baseball rolls Shelton St 


cause with a three-hit effort. _ 
Lauren Nicholas, Buckley and 
Cochran each added two hits 
apiece, | 
East Central improves to 31-8-1 

on the season and will travel to. 
Hinds Community College on 
Tuesday, 


' 


JUCO BASEBALL 
MICC 14 
Shelton St. 7 


The Meridian Community Col- 
lege baseball team improved its 
record to 24-12 on the season with 


_ @Seven-run win over Shelton 


ct 


TY TIMES 
JOURNAL 


ViIOCRAT 
CLARION-LEDGER 


Scott Lord earned the Win for 


the Eagles pitching four innings, 


while giving up four runs. 

Ben Kingsley led MCC with a 
grandslam, while former 
Meridian High standout Kenny 
Roberts had a hor nerun, double 
and a single. Micha al LaGrange 
added a homerun and a single. 

After Shelton State loaded the 
bases in the fifth inning, former 
West Lauderdale ace Dustin 
MeWilliams, relieved Lord and 
iat ck out the side to end the 
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V ICC travels to Delgado for a 
Miss-Lou Conference matchup 
aturday at 1 p.m. 
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ECCC Diamond Warriors sweep 


From press reports 


East Central Community 
College's baseball team 
grabbed a pair of victories 
from Copiah Lincoln Com- 
- munity College Friday after- 
nooa in Wesson, rallying 
from an early 3-0 deficit to 
claim a 12-7 decision in the 
opener, then cruised 13-1] in 
the second contest to com- 
plete the sweep. 

With the wins, the Dia- 
mond Warriors improved to 
24-8 overall and 6-4 in the 
MACJC South Division. East 
Central is currently tied for 
second in the South with 
the Jones County Junior Col- 
lege Bobcats who come to 
campus Wednesday. Double- 
header action begins at 2 
p.m. at the Clark/Gay Base- 
ball Complex. 


In the first win over Co- 
Lin, Richie Long of Carthage 
and Andre Yates of ee 
each homered and 
and Donnie Tabb Ace 
ba Central. contributed four 
singles to lead the EC 
offense. Long also led in 
RBIs with four and Tabb 
knocked ‘in a couple of 
runs. Yates also collected an 
RBI. 

Also having productive 
outings at the plate were 
Vincent Kortbawi, a product 
of Hale County High School 
in Moundville, Ala., two dou- 
bles and three RBIs: Charles 
Hill of Carthage, double and 
single; Ernie Triplett of 
Louisville, two singles; and 
Blake Lawson of Biloxi, sin- 
gle. Hill and Triplett also col- 
lected an RBI each. 

Right-hander Cah Cossich 


—_ 


of Ocean Springs got the 
win, aS he hurled 3 1/3 
scoreless innings in reélief 
and allowed just one hit. He 
also fanned six batters and 
walked one. Starter Barry 
Meeks, a product of Patri- 
cian Academy of Sweetwa- 
ter,Ala., pitch 2/3 inning and 
allowed two runs on four 
hits.. Willard Bacon of 
Choctaw Central hurled 
three innings, allowing five 
runs on five hits. He also 
fanned a batter and walked 
one. 

In the second game, Long 
slammed two home runs 
and collected four RBIs, Hill 
belted a home run and sin- 
gle and had three RBIs, and 
Tabb contributed a dinger 
and two RBIs to lead EC 
sluggers. Other hitters were 
Kortbawi, double and _ sin- 


Copiah-Lincoln 


gle; Triplett and Yates, dou- 
bles each; and Lawson and 
Quin Stokes of Carthage, 
singles each. Designated hit- 
ter Ricardo Velez of Trujillo 
Alto, Puerto Rico, had two 
RBIs, and single runs were 
knocked in by Kortbawi and 
Triplett. 

Right-hander Allen John- 
son of Lena was the win- 
ning pitcher. Johnson, a 
product of Leake Academy, 
pitched 2 1/3 scoreless 
innings in relief and allowed 
just one hit. He also fanned 
a batter. Starter Colton 
Mitchell of Lake went 2 2/3 
innings, allowing one run 
on two hits. The southpaw 
also fanned two batters and 
walked one. Lefty Austin 
Buchanan of Neshoba Cen- 
tral hurled a scoreless final 
inning and did not allow a 





Mig Diamond Warriors 
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Complex. Competition. was 
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Long afternoon 
sends Warriors 
past Wolves 


Richie Long hits three out 


The East Central Com- 
munity College Warriors 
bounced back from a double- 
header loss at front 
hes ate " combined 
we Side Sg reports 


wins at Cop- , 
iah-Lincoln in MACIJC 
South Division baseball 
action last week. 

ECCC entered this week 


24-8 overall and 6-4 in 


league play. 
Pear! River 6-9 
ECCC 5-3 


Jake Hawkins blasted a 
three-run homer in the. bot- 
tom of the sixth inning to 
propel Pearl River to a come- 
from-behind victory over 
ECCC in the opening game 
of an MACIJC South 
Division doubleheader on 
March 30 at Poplarville. 

Hawkins also smashed a 
two-run dinger in The 
River’s 9-3 nightcap win as 
the Wildcats improved to L5- 
16 overall and 6-4 in division 
play. 

ECCC dropped to 22-8 
and 4-4. 

Ricardo Velez had a two- 
run homer over the center 
field fence for the Warriors. 

In the top of the fifth, the 
Warriors left runners strand- 


CARTHAGINIAN 


on the mound, He struck out 
two and walked two before 
Tyler Dalton relieved in the 
fourth. 

Long paced ECCG at the 
plate with a double and a sin- 
gle. 

Hawkins led the 
Wildcats’ 10-hit attack with a 
homer and a single. 

ECCC 12-13 

Co-Lin 7-1 

The Warriors grabbed a 
pair of victories from 
Copiah-Lincoln Friday after- 
noon in Wesson, rallying 
from an early 3-0 deficit to 
claim a 12-7 decision in the 
opener, then cruised 13-1 in 
the second contest to com- 
plete the sweep. 

With the wins, the 
Warriors improved to 24-8 
overall and 6-4 in the 
MACIC South Division. 

ECCC is currently tied for 
second in the South with 
Jones. The Bobcats come to 
Decatur today with double- 
header action set for 3 p.m. 

In the first win over Co- 
Lin, Richie Long of 
Carthage and Andre Yates of 
Grenada each homered and 
singled, and Donnie Tabb of 
Neshoba Central contributed 
four singles to lead the EC 
i 
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ed at second and thu. 

ECCC took the lead in the 
top of the sixth when lead off 
batter Charles Hill reached 
on an error, Quin Stokes sin- 
gled, and Richie Long 
loaded the bases with a walk. 

That set the stage for 
Blake Lawson’s two-run sin- 
gle. 

Donnie Tabb got the loss 
despite facing only four bat- 
ters (two hits, one strikeout), 
while Allen Johnson went 
three innings, giving up two 
hits, striking out three, walk- 
ing one, and hitting five bat- 
ters. 

Cal Cossich went 2 1/3 
innings, giving up two hits, 
striking out two, walking 
one, and hitting a batter, 

Each team finished with 
six hits. 

Ernie Triplett paced the 
Warriors with two singles. 

In the nightcap, the 
Wildcats scored solo runs in 
the second and third innings, 
then blew things open with a 
seven-run barrage in the 
fourth. 

The Warriors scored two 
in the sixth and one in the 
seventh, 

Starter Brett Blaise (3-5) 
got the win in going the dis- 
tance, giving up four hits, 
striking out eight, and walk- 
ing eight. 

Warrior starter Triplett got 
the loss in his 3 1/3 innings 








jttense. Long aiso led m 
RBIs with four and Tabb 
knocked in a couple of runs. 
Also having productive 
outings at the plate were 
Vincent Kortbawi with two 
doubles and three RBis. 
Charles Hill with a double 
and single, and Ernie Triplett 
with two singles. 
Right-hander Cal Cossich 
of Ocean Springs got the 
win, as he hurled 3 1/3 score- 
less innings in relief and 
allowed just one hit. He also 
fanned six and walked one. 
In the second game, Long 
slammed two home runs and 
collected four RBIs, Hill 
belted a home run and single 
and had three RBIs, and 
Tabb contributed a. dinger 
and two RBlIs to lead EC 
sluggers. Other hitters were 
Kortbawi with a double and 
a single and Triplett and 
Yates, doubles each. 
Right-hander Allen 
Johnson was the winning 
pitcher. Johnson, a product 
of Leake Academy, pitched 2 
1/3 scoreless innings in relief 
and allowed just one hit. 
Starter Colton Mitchell of 
Lake went 2 2/3 innings, 
allowing one run on two hits. 
The southpaw also fanned 
two and walked one. Lefty 
Austin Buchanan of Neshoba 
Central hurled a scoreless 
final inning and did not 
allow a hit. 
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East Central Diamond Warriors 
rally twice to sweep Gulf Coast 


East Central Community 
College’s baseball team regis- 
tered impressive rallies in claim- 
ing a pair of wins over Missis- 
sippi Gulf Coast Community 
College Saturday at the 
Clark/Gay Baseball Complex. 

The Diamond Warriors over- 
came a late 6-1 deficit in the first 
game to post an 11-7 victory, 
and scored three runs in the bot- 
tom of the seventh for a 6-5 
squeaker in the nightcap to com- 
plete the sweep. 

With the victories, East Cen- 
tral improved to 28-8 overall 
and 10-4 in the MACJC South 





sion at 9-3. The two squads will 
battle Tuesday, April 13, begin- 


ning at 3 p.m. on the Raymond 
campus. 

After managing just one run 
in the first four innings in the 
opener with Gulf Coast, the EC 
offense got rolling by scoring 
four runs in the fifth inning and 
six runs in the sixth frame to 
notch the come-back victory. 

Quin Stokes of Carthage and 
Ricardo Velez of Trujillo Alto, 
Puerto Rico, each homered in 
the opener, and multiple hits 
were registered by Donnie Tabb 
of Neshoba Central, Andre Yates 
bled with two RBIs; Yates had 
two singles and three RBIs; and 
Hill belted two doubles and col- 
lected two RBIs. Vincent Kort- 
bawi, a product of Hale County 
High School in Moundville, Ala. 
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Right-hander Allen Johnson 
was the winning pitcher in relief, 
allowing one run on one hit 
through two innings. The Leake 
Academy product also fanned 
four batters and walked three. 
Starter Ernie Triplett of 
Louisville pitched 2 2/3 innings 
and allowed one run on two hits, 
The southpaw fanned one batter 
and walked three. 

Right-hander Barry Meeks of 
Patrician (Ala.) Academy hurled 
| 2/3 innings, allowing two runs 
on two hits. He also fanned two 
batters and walked two. South- 
paws Bobby Bryan of Crossett, 
Ark., and Willard Bacon of 
Choctaw Central pitched 1/3 
inning each. Bryan allowed 
three runs on four hits and 
walked a batter, 

Yates and Triplett had multi- 
ple hits to lead the EC offense in 
the second contest. Yates dou- 
bled and singled, and Triplett 
had two singles and collected an 
RBI. Singles each were recorded 
by Tabb, Kortbawi, Stokes and 





im 2 ‘ At of © ‘a 
were credited with eat ak 
Right-hander Cal Cossich of 
relief, He hurled the final 1/3 
Donnie Tabb, a right-hander, got 
the start and went 1 2/3 innings. 
He allowed four runs on six 
hits, fanned three batters and 
walked two, Right-hander Tyler 
Dalton of Winston Academy 
went three innings and fanned 
three batters. Lefty Austin 








Buchanan of Neshoba Central :S 


hurled two innings, allowing 
one run on one hit. He also 
walked two batters. 

The Diamond Warriors are 
led by head coach Neal Holli- 
man and assistants Michael 
Avalon and Hunter Vick. 





The East Central Com- 
munity College Warriors 
used MACIC South Division 
sweeps of Jones (6-4 and 12- 


4) and Miss- from 
issippi Gulf eombined 
Coast (Il-7 — reports 


and 6-5) last 

week to improve to 28-8 
overall and 10-4 in league 
play. 

The Diamond Warriors 
are currently in second place 
behind Hinds, which leads 
the division at 9-3. The two 
squads were set to battle 
Tuesday on the Raymond 
campus. 

ECCC 6-12 

Jones 4-4 

The Warriors took sole 
possession of second place 
in the MACIJC South 
Division standings following 
a doubleheader sweep of 
Jones on April 7 in Decatur. 

Quin Stokes’ three-run 
homer helped lead the 
Diamond Warriors to a 6-4 
decision in the opener, and 
the Carthage product belted a 
home run and two doubles in 
the second contest as EC ral- 
lied from an early 4-0 deficit 
to claim a 12-4 victory. 

With the pair of wins, 
ECCC improved to 26-3 
overall aad #4 oc ego ple 
= Ps 
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_ single; Darmaal Moore of 
Stone County, two singles; 
_ Vincent Kortbawi, a product 
of Hale County High School 
» in Moundville, Ala., double; 
and Charles Hill and Richie 
© Long, both of Carthage, sin- 
gles each. Kortbawi was also 
\ credited with two RBI. 
Southpaw Pervis Mann of 











Carthage was the winning 
pitcher, allowing four runs 
on four hits through 4 1/3 
innings. 

Right-hander Tyler Dalton 
of Winston Academy was 
credited with the save. He 
hurled 2 2/3 scoreless innings 
and allowed just one hit. 

Tabb and Long also home- 
red, and Tabb added a double 
and single and had two RBI. 
Kortbawi contributed two 
singles and led in RBIs with 
three. Moore and Ernie 
Triplett of Louisville had two 
singles each. 

Freshman southpaw 
Colton Mitchell of Lake got 
the win, allowing four runs 
on four hits through four 
innings. He also fanned four 
and walked three. 

Cal Cossich of Ocean 
Springs hurled three score- 
less innings in relief and 
fanned five. 


ECCC 11-6 
Gulf Coast 7-5 


The Diamond Warriors 
overcame a late 6-1 deficit in 
the first game to post an 11-7 
victory, and scored three 
runs in the bottom of the sey- 
enth for a 6-5 squeaker in the 
nightcap to complete the 
sweep S ay afternoon in 


— 
ACIC South 
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run in the first four innings in 


the opener, the EC offense 


got rolling by scoring four 
six runs in the sixth frame to 
notch the comeback victory. 
Quin Stokes and Ricardo 
Velez of Trujillo Alto, Puerto 
Rico, each homered in the 
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East Central’s Ricardo Velez (right) of Puerto Rico 








gets a high five from Warriors head coach Neal 


Holliman after hitting a solo homer again 


st Gulf Coast 





Saturday in ECCC’s MACJC South Division sweep. 


_ 


— Grenada and i rles Hil . | : 
ist one Tabb tripled and doubled 


with two RBIs; Yates had 
two singles and three RBIs; 
and Hill belted two doubles 
and collected two RBIs. 
Right-hander Allen 
Johnson was the winning 
pitcher in relief, allowing one 
run on one hit through two 
innings. The Leake Academy 
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The southpaw fanned one 


and walked three. 
Right-hander Barry 
Meeks of Patrician (Ala.) 
Academy hurled 1 2/3 
innings, allowing two runs 
on two hits, He also fanned 
Continued on 6B... 
See Sweep... 
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ECCC 2-2 

ECCC split'a double header with 
Southwest Community College | 
Wednesday night. 

East Central dropped the first game of 
the doublé header adling z by 10 runs. 

Bobby Bryan was the losing pitcher for 
the Warriors. Vince Kortbawi and Richie 
Long had a hit, while Quinn Stokes went 


1-2 with a homerun. 

East Central would get some revenge 
in game two squeaking by Southwest by 
one run. Allen Johnson earned the win on 
the mound for the Warriors. 

Charles Hill went 1-2 including a 
double, while Long and Kortbawi each 
had a hit. Kortbawi's lone hit was a 
homerun. ECCC gets back in action Sat- 
urday when it hosts Pear! River Commu- 
nity College in a double header. 

— Danie! Rigdon 
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Diamond Warriors notch 


East Central Commu- 
nity College’s baseball 
squad improved to 31-9 
following a doubleheader 
sweep of Mississippi 
Delta Community College 
Saturday. 

Several Diamond 
Warriors had multiple 
hits in an 11-6 victory in 
the opener, and the EC 
offense kept rolling in the 
second contest in a 14-1 
blowout, — 

The EC pitching staff 
allowed just two hits in 


offense to complete the 


Donnie Tabb was one 
of the top sluggers in the 
first contest, as the 
Neshoba Central product 
collected three doubles, a 
single and knocked in a 
run. Also having produc- 
tive outings at the plate 
were Richie Long of 
Carthage with a double, 
single and an RBI, and 
Quin Stokes, also of 
Carthage checked in with 
a single. 


sich of Ocean Springs was 
the winning pitcher. Cos- 
sich hurled 2 2/3 scoreless 
innings in relief and 
allowed just one hit. He 
also fanned two batters 
and walked three. 

Starter Willard Bacon, 
a southpaw from Choctaw 
Central, pitched 3 2/3 
innings, allowing five 
runs on nine hits. He 
fanned one batter and 
walked two. 

In the second contest, 
Darmaal Moore of Stone 


County collected a double, 
two singles and three 
RBIs, and Stokes belted a 
home run to lead the EC 
offense in the easy victory, 
which was called after 
five innings due to the 10- 
run rule. 

Long continued to pro- 
duce at the plate with a 
double and three RBIs. 

Charles Hill, also a 
product of Carthage, 


checked in with a single. 
Starter Austin 


Buchanan got the win by 


shutting down the Trojan Right-hander Cal Cos- . . 


31st vict 
ECCC is scheduled to 
host a doubleheader 


against Pearl River begin- 
ning at 1 p.m. Saturday. 


hurling three scoreless 
innings and allowing no 
hits. The southpaw from 
Neshoba Central also 
fanned five batters and 
walked three. 

Triplett, also a lefty, 
hurled one inning and 
fanned three batters. 

Southpaw Bobby 
Bryan, a product of Cros- 
sett (Ark.) High School, 
pitched the final inning. 
Bryan allowed one run on 
two hits and fanned two 
batters. 
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A split with Hinds 
College and a doubleheader 
sweep of Mississippi Delta 
gave the East = from 


Central combined 
Community > 
College report 


Warriors a 31-9 record head- 
ing into this week. 

The Warriors, who are 
currently tied with Hinds for 
first place in the MACIJC 
South Division with an 11-5 
record, return to league play 
today by battling Southwest 
Mississippi. Doubleheader 
action begins at 3 p.m. on the 
Summit. : 

ECCC oss Pearl River 


Community College Saturday 


in a doubleheader beginning at - 


| p.m. at the Clark/Gay 
Baseball Complex. 
Hinds 7-1 
ECCC 5-4 
The top two teams in the 
MACIC South Division split 


a doubleheader on April 13. 


in Raymond, 

The __ division-leading 
Hinds Eagles, 10-4, with- 
stood a Warrior rally to win 
the first game by a 7-5 mar- 

gin, and ECCC, 11-5, posted 
a 4-1 victory in the nightcap. 
The two squads also split a 
doubleheader held earlier in 
the season on the Decatur 
campus. 

In the first game, ECCC 
trimmed a 7-1 deficit by 
scoring four runs in the fifth 
inning, but could get no clos- 
er. 

The Warrior offense was 
led by Donnie Tabb of 

F Neshoba Central, who belted 
two singles. Quin Stokes 
Ccontributed a double, and 
singles each were recorded 
Mby Andre Yates and Blake 
Lawson. Charles Hill led in 
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RBIs withtwo. 

Starter Colton Mitchell of 
Lake took the loss, allowing 
two earned runs on three hits 
through | 2/3 imnings. The 
southpaw also walked three. 

Tyler Dalton hurled | 2/3 
innings and allowed three 


- runs on five hits. Barry 
Meeks hurled three scoreless 
innings and allowed three 


hits. 
Stokes had two singles to 
lead the EC offense in the 






second contest. Yates belted 


a double, and Tabb, Richie 
Long, Erie Triplett, and 
Vincent Kortbawi each had a 
single. 

Right-hander Allen 
Johnson of Leake Academy 
went the distance in record- 
ing the victory. Johnson 
allowed seven hits, fanned 
seven, and walked one in the 
seven-inning match 

ECCC ‘1-14 

Miss. Delta 6-1 

The Warriors improved to 
31-9 following a double- 
header sweep of Mississippi 
Delta Saturday afternoon in 
a non-division battle held at 
the Clark/Gay Baseball 
Complex on the Decatur 
campus. 

Several Warriors had 
multiple hits in the opener 
and the EC offense kept 
rolling i in the second e 

“in a 14-1 blowout. The EC 
pitching staff allowed just 
two hits in shutting down the 
Trojan offense to complete 
the sweep. 

Donnie Tabb was one of 
the top sluggers in the first 
contest, as he collected three 
doubles, a single, and 
knocked in a run. Also hav- 
ing productive outings at the 
plate were Jerrod Myers with 
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East Central’s § Brandon Meeks Fics to the plate ina 
recent doubleheader sweep of Mississippi Gulf Coast. 
The Warriors brought a 31-9 record into this week 
after sweeping Mississippi Delta Saturday in Decatur. 


a double and two singles, 
Ernie Triplett with a home 
run, single, and four RBI; 
Vincent Kortbawi with two 
doubles and five RBI, Richie 
Long with a double, a single, 
and an RBI; Ricardo Velez 
with two singles; and Quin 
Stokes with a single. 
Right-hander Cal Cossich 
of Ocean Springs was the 
winning pitcher, hurling 2 
2/3 scoreless innings in relief 
and allowing just one hit, He 
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also fanned two and walked 

Starter Willard Bacon 
pitched 3 2/3 innings, allow- 
ing five runs on nine hits. He 
fanned one and walked two. 
Tyler Dalton hurled 2/3 of an 
inning and fanned one and 
Joel McKee hurled the final 
two innit and allowed one 


In the second contest, 
Continued on 6B... 
See Warriors... 
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ECCC Diamond Warriors Sadan 
Pearl River; Remain Tied for 
Division Lead 


= Fast Central Commu- 
nity College's baseball team ral- 
lied for four runs in the bottom 
of the seventh inning for a 4-3 
Victory in the first game, and 
withstood a late four-run rally 
and held on fora 6-5 win in the 


en ae 







ogee prior to ‘the C Co-Lin 


iad Richie. Eona both of 


Carthage, Blake Lawson of 
Biloxi, and Vincent Kortbawi, a 
product of Hale County High 
School in Moundville, Ala., 
singles each. Kortbawi, Hill and 
Ernie Triplett of Louisville were 
credited with an RBI each. 
Right-hander Tyler Dalton was 
the winning pitcher and im- 
proved to 5-1 on the season. The 
Winston Academy product 





Sififand walked one. Starter 
Barry Meeks, also a right-hander, 
——went 5 1/3 innings and allowed 


three runs on three hits. He 
NEWTON COUNTY APIiNs® mins on three bits, He 
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nity fiom 2pm Teese . 


hit. He also walked a batter. Long 
pitched the final 2/3 inning and 
fanned one batter and walked 
two, 


_ Next up for the al 





with Copiah-Lincotn Cc Son aes a 














, seg 














in the second game, 
EC jumped out to a 4-0 lead in 
the first inning and held off a late 

Long led the offense 
with a double and two singles and 
had two RBIs. Tabb contributed 
two singles and Andre Yates of 
Grenada hada double. Singles 
each were recorded by | Lorth 
Stokes, Triplett and Darmaal 
Moore of Stone County. Moore, 
Kortbawi, Hill and Yates were 
credited with an RBI each. 

Starter _ Colton 
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Warriors win three of four 


The East Central Community College’s 
Diamond Warriors remained tied for first- 
place in the MACJC South 


Division after winning three from | 

of their four league games combined 

last week. . reports 
Southwest 12-1 
ECCC 2-2 


ECCC came away with a split in the April 
21 doubleheader at Summit. ECCC left with 
a 32-10 overall record and 12-6 division 
mark. Southwest went to 23-21 and 7-13. 

ECCC managed just five hits in the loss, 
one of which was a home run by Quin Stokes. 
Singles each were recorded by Donnie Tabb, 
Richie Long, Ernie Triplett, “and Vincent 
Kortbawi, 

Southpaw Bobby Bryan took the loss. 

Bryan allowed three runs on five hits through 
2 2/3 innings. He also fanned two and walked 
one. 
In the second contest, Kortbawi homered. 
and Charles Hill and Blake Lawson both belt- 
ed doubles to lead the EC offense. Other 
sluggers were Long and Andre Yates with 
singles each. 

Right-hander Allen Johnson was the win- 
ning pitcher. Johnson allowed four hits and 
no earned runs through 6 2/3 innings. He also 
fanned six and walked two. Willard Bacon 
hurled the final 2/3 inning. 

ECCC — 4-6 

Pearl River 3-5 

The Warriors rallied for four runs in the 
bottom of the seventh inning for a 4-3 victo- 
ry in the first game, and withstood a late four- 
run rally and held on for a 6-5 win in the 
nightcap to take a pair of contests from Pear] 
River Community College Friday at the 
Clark/Gay Baseball Complex in Decatur, 

With the sweep, the Warriors improved to 
34-10 overall and 14-6 in the MACJC South 
Division. EC shares the division lead with 
Hinds. Jones County is third at 13-7 followed 
by Gulf Coast (11-11), Pearl River (10-12), 
Southwest (7-13) and Copiah-Lincoln (3-17). 
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Quin Stokes belted a triple to lead the EC 
offense in the opener. Other hitters were 
Donnie Tabb, Charles Hill, Richie Long, 
Blake Lawson, and Vincent Kortbawi with 
singles each. Kortbawi, Hill, and Ernie 
Triplett were credited with an RBI each. 

Right-hander Tyler Dalton was the win- 
ning pitcher and improved to 5-1 on the sea- 
son. He hurled the final 1 2/3 innings and 
allowed one hit. He fanned one batter and 
walked one. 

Starter Barry Meeks went 5 1/3 innings 
and allowed three runs on three hits. He 
fanned four and walked one. 

In the second game, EC jumped out to a 4- 
0 lead in the first inning and held off a late 
rally by the Wildcats. 

Long led the offense with a double and 
two singles and had two RBI. Tabb con- 
tributed two singles and Andre Yates had a 
double. Singles each were recorded by 
Kortbawi, Stokes, Triplett, and Darmaal 
Moore. Moore, Kortbawi, Hill, and Yates 
were credited with an RBI each. 

Starter Colton Mitchell was the winning 
pitcher and improved to 6-2 on the season. 
The southpaw went six innings and allowed 
three runs on five hits. He also fanned three 
and walked three. 

Lefty Willard Bacon hurled 1/3 inning and 
allowed two runs on one hit. He also walked 
a batter. 

Long pitched the final 2/3 inning and 
fanned one and walked two. 

After hosting Copiah-Lincoln in a division 
doubleheader on Tuesday, the Warriors will 
host Meridian Community College at 5 p.m. 
today. The MCC game is a nine-inning con- 
test. 

ECCC concludes regular season action 
with Jones at noon Saturday, May 1, at 
Smith-Wills Stadium in Jackson. Two seven- 
inning contests are scheduled. 

The Diamond Warriors are led by head 
coach Neal Holliman and assistants Michael 
Avalon and Hunter Vick. 
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East Central swept by Jones County 


: from combined reports 


The East Central Com- 
. munity College baseball 
team was swept in double- 
header action by Jones. 
County Community Col- 
lege at Smith-Wills Sta- 
dium in Jackson Saturday 
afternoon. 

ECCC dropped game 
one to JCJC ina closely 
contested 6-4 decision, 

Willard Bacon took the 
loss on the mound for the 
Warriors, while Andrew 
Pierce earned the win for 
Jones. 

Richie Long paced East 
Central's offense going 1-3 
with a home run and Vin- 
cent Kortbawi had a triple. 

The Bobcats completed 


the sweep in Game 2 witha 


%1 rout of EOCC. 


Colton Mitchell was 
charged with the loss and 
Corey Williams picked up 
the win for Jones County. 

Kortbawi went 2-2 from 
the plate with a double, 
while Donnie Tabb went 1- 
3 with a double. 

Fast Central completes 
the regular season with a 
mark of 34-15. 

The Warriors get back 
in action in the MACJC 
Tournament next weekend 
and the opponent is yet to, 
be determined. 


— Daniel Rigdon 
PREP BASEBALL 
Union 8 
N. Forrest 3 


Faced with elimination 
after losing game one of 
the best-of-three series in 
the onanine ron af the 


MHSAA Class 2A playoffs, 
Union found a way and 
took down North Forrest 
by five runs to force a deci- 
sive Game 3. 

Joseph Norton got the 
win on the mound for the 
Yellowjackets. 

Garrett Clark had three 
hits, while John Carr Bates 
and Jacob Rash each added 
two hits. Jay Thomas and 
Johnathan Gibbs each 
added doubles. 

Union will host Game 3 
Monday night at 6 p.m. 

— Daniel Rigdon 


PREP TENNIS 

Newton Co. 5 

Bay High 2 
Newton ci ae 

defeated Bay ae in the 


second round of the 
MHSAA Class 4A playoffs 


Saturday on the road. 

Newton County's 
Brandon St. Clair took the 
win in the boy's singles 
spot and Shannon St. Clair 
followed suit in the girl's 
singles match. 

The No. 1 boy's doubles 
team of Bryden Reed and 
Patrick Ross fell to Bay's 
Pat Fontenot and Anthony 
Luck, while the Cougars 
No. 2 boy's team of David 
Brand and Russ Thompson 
also fell. | 

Cassie Munn and Claire 
Tadlock, the No. 1 girl's 
doubles team won in 
straight sets, while the No. 
2 girl's doubles combo of 
Emily Lucy and Lauren 
Lurk won in a walkover. 

Blake Cochran and 
Kelsey Tadlock won in 
straight sets for Newton 


County. 
Newton County 
advances to the 4A South 


State Championship next |. 


week. 

— Daniel Rigdon 
PREP SOFTBALL 
SE Lauderdale 20-10 
Seminary 14-11 


Southeast Lauderdale 
came through big in Game 
2 of its first round MHSAA 
Class 3A playoff series Sat- 
urday to force a decisive 
Game 3 against Seminary. 

Unfortunately for SEL, 
it would see it season come 
to an end by one run in 
Game 3. 

Southeast struck for 20 
runs in Game 2. 

Bri Roulier earned the 
win on the mound. 

Brittany Pounders 
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paced the offense with two 
hits and six RBIs, while 
Paige Sheppard had four 
hits and five RBIs. Denisha 
Knight and Miranda 
Chatham each had three 
hits, while Roulier, 
Cortney Harper had two 
hits apiece. . 

Seminary uséd a three- 
run seventh inning in 
Game 3 to eliminate the 
Tigers. 

Routior took the loss for 
SEL. 

Pounders had three hits 
and two RBIs, Kim Duncan 
and Sheppard had three 
hits each. Roulier, Harper 
and Chatham added two 
hits apiece. 

Southeast Lauderdale 
ends its season with a 
record of 10-15. 

— Daniel Rigdon 
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MCC continued to extend its lead in the 
top of the third inning with two more runs 
to make the score 16-1, Roberts drove both 
runs in for the Eagles with his second home 
run of the game to give MCC a comfortable 
lead. East Central would try to_make a 
comeback in the bottom of the third inning 
hy chipping into the Meridian lead with 
four runs to make the score 16-5. Quin 
Stokes drove a pair of runs in for ECCC 
with a home run and Blake Lawson added a 
two run single in the four run third inning 
forthe Warriors. 

"Our main goal coming into tonight was 
to get better," said East Central head coach 
Neal Holliman. "We have not been playing 
very well as of late and I think we got better 


ECCC, MCC 
combine 
for 46 runs 
in single 
came 


By Robby Atkinson 
Special to the Star 





There was no question that 
the busiest person on 
Wednesday night in the world 
of sports might have been the 
scoreboard operater at East 
Central Community College. 
At the end its baseball game in 


tonight and our games this weekend have 


so much riding on them." 

East Central (33-13) will travel to 
Jackson this weekend to battle Jones in a 
key MACJC doubleheader that begins at I 
p.m. The Warriors trail the Bobcats by one 
game in the South Division and the winner 
of the division will host the regional tour- 
nament next month. 

East Central would continue to slowly 


‘creep back into the game with three runs in 


the fourth inning to cut the Meridian lead to 
16-8. Stokes blasted his second home run of 


the game in the fourth inning which drove 


in a pair of runs and the third run of the 
inning scored on an RBI groundout by 
Lawson. 

MCC would put another run on a very 
busy scoreboard with a solo home run by 
Farmer in the fifth inning to move the score 


: unit College 
ee night there was no | 
doubt that the offene was on | 
display. The Eagles are War- 
riors combined for 45 hits and | 
46 runs as MCC would walk 
with a wild 25-21 victory over 
East Central in local junior col- 
lege baseball action. At 

The two teams also com: 
bined for 10 home runs 1 the 
game and three players had at 
least two aon bet in the 

1Z me in Decatur. 

Ce rihere was no doubt ee 
eams had great mgnts 

- eae said MCC head 

coach Chris Rose. "We needed | 

a good win going into such a | 

key Miss-Lou Conference 

series this weekend." 
MCC (27-16) will open @ 
three game series with Baton 


Rouge | 


Dectuar against Meridian | 


Community College 
this weekend with the Miss- 
Lou Conference © hampt- 
onship on the line. The Eagles 
can win the regular season 


to 17-8. East Central also added one run in 
the fifth inning to respond and make the 
score 17-9. Stokes continued to lead the 
way for the Warriors and drove in the run 
on an RBI single. 

The Eagles scored one run in the sixth 
inning and Farmer once again provided the 
offense for MCC with an RBI single to make 
the score 18-9, but ECCC came right back 
with three runs in the bottom of the sixth 
inning to build the score to 18-12 in favor of 
MCC, Two runs scored in the inning on a 
throwing error by MCC and the third run 
scored on an RBI single by Donnie Tabb. 

MCC tried to distance themselves from 
East Central in the top of thr seventh inning 
with two runs to make the score 20-12. 
Kenny Sanders had an RBI single in the 
inning and Pace drove in a run on a sacri- 
fice fly. 


championship witha sweep of 
the Bears this weekend, The 
series begins with a double- 
header on Saturday at 2 p.m. 
and the series concludes with 
a single game on Sunday at 1 


p.m. 

MCC started its offensive 
explosion in the top of the first 
inning with four runs to take a 
4-0 lead over the Warriors. 
Jonathan Pace started the 
inning by reaching on a 
double down the line in left 
and crossed the plate 
moments later on a home run 
by Ben Kingsley to make the 
score 2-0 in favor of MCC. The 
Eagles added two more runs 
in the frame on another home 
run to make the score 4-0. 
Former Meridian — High 
standout Kenny — Roberts 

belted the long home run off 
the scoreboard in left center to 
give MCC the four run edge. 


The Warriors scratched for a pair of runs 
in the bottom of the seventh inning to make 
the seore 20-14, One run scored on a single 
by Richie Long and the second run scored 
on an error to bring ECCC to within seven 
runs of the Eagles. MCC poured on more 
offense in the eighth inning with five runs 
to push the score back to double digits al 
25-14. LeGrange added his second homer of 
the game that drove in a pair of runs in the 
inning and Hunter Trawick had a two run 
single in the eighth. 

The Warriors scored six runs in the 
eighth and one run in the ninth, but would 
come up short as MCC took the wild 25-21 
win. Long added a three run homer in the 
eigth inning for ECCC and Long also had an 
RBI single in the ninth inning for East Cen- 
tral. ~ 


= 

East Central responed with 
one run in the bottom of the 
first inning to cut the MCC 
lead to 4-1. Vincent Kortbawi 
drove in the lone run of the 
first inning for the Warriors 
on an RBI single. Meridian 
extened its lead in a huge way 
with 10 runs in the top of the 
second inning to make the 
score 14-1. The Eagles sent 14 
batters to the plate in the 
second inning and collected 
nine hits in the frame. The 
inning was highlighted by 
three run home run _ by 
Michael LeGrange and Darren 
Farmer also added a two run 
double in the second inning. 


Corey Dickerson also added a 

- two run home run in the ten 
; run inning for MCC. 

L See MCC on page C3——— 
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Two Tryout Dates Set for 
ECCC Baseball Team 


An additional tryout date is scheduled for prospec- 
tive members of the 2010-11 East Central Community College 
baseball team, announced Neal Holliman, Diamond Warrior 
head coach. ° 

_ Tryouts were earlier announced for Thursday, April 
29 and will also be held Tuesday, May 11, on the Decatur 
campus, 

Activities begin each day at 2:30 p.m. at the Clark/ 
Gay Baseball Complex. 

For more information, contact Coach Neal Holliman, 601-635- 
6374 or e-mail nholliman@eccc.edu. 
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ECCC set to battle Holmes to begin 


from school reports 


East Central and Holmes 
community college baseball] 
Squads are set to battle in 
opening round action of the 
MACJC State Baseball Tourna- 
ment, which gets under way at 
3 p.m. Friday on the Goodman 
campus. Game 2 in the best 
two-out-of-three series con- 


third game, if needed, follows 
later that day, 

The winner advances to the 
second round scheduled 
Thursday-Saturday, May 13-15 
at Itawamba Community Col- 
lege in Fulton. 

The Warriors completed the 
regular season with a 34-15 
overall mark and finished third 
in league play at 14-10. Jones 


14-10, Gulf Coast and Pearl 
River tied at 12-12, Southwest 
Community College finished 8- 
3 and Copiah-Lincoln went 5- 


Holmes is also 34-15 and fin- 
ished second in the MACJC 
North Division-at 16-8. 
Itawamba won the North with 
an 18-6 mark, Northeast was 
third at 15-9, followed by 


tinues at 1 p.m. Saturday. A 


County won the division with a 
17-7 record. Hinds finished at 


Northwest (14-10), Mississippi 
| 4-10), NUS pi 
Delta (12-12), East Mississippi 


MACJC State Tourney 


(9-15) and Coahoma (1-25). 

The top four teams in each 
division qualified for first- __ 
round games, which are hosted 
by the top two teams in each 
division. 

ECCC completed regular 
season action by falling to 
Jones County in a double- 
header held Saturday at Smith- 
Wills Stadium in Jackson. 

The Warriors dropped a 6-4 
decision in the first contest and 
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were outscored 9-1 in the 
nightcap. | 

Richie Long of Carthage 
belted a homer, Vincent Kort- 
bawi, a product of Hale County 
High School in Moundville, 
Ala., tripled and Ernie Triplett 
of Louisville contributed a 
double to lead the EC offense 
in the first game. 

Kortbawi and Donnie Tabb 
of Neshoba Central each had 
doubles in the second game. 
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Wisktious- a 
turned in an reports at 


0-5 week to close out the | 
regular season. | 
By dropping to third 
place in the division, ECCC. 
34-15, will go to Holmes, 
also 34-15, for a best-of- 
Friday’s game is set for 3 
p.m. with Saturday’s play 

beginning at | p.m. 

That series winner 
advances to the MACIC 
state tournament, May zo? 
15, at the home of the high- 


ECCC’s Allen Soinsol F itches in = week's 10-7 





est remaining seed from the 
North Division. loss to Copiah-Lincoln. 
Co-Lin | BAO: cy « Photo by Marty Stamper 
ECCC 3-7 ——s Warriors’ playoff hopes with losses knocked the Warriors 
yer Copiah- a doubleheader sweep on Continued on 6B... 
Lincoln damaged the April 27 in Decatur, The See Collapse... 
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Collapse... 

Continued from 4B... 

out of a first-place tie 
with Hinds. 

ECCC fell to 14-8 in 
league play and 34-!2 over- 
all. Co-Lin improved to 5-17 
in league play. 

In the first game, Co-Lin 
extended a 4-3 lead in the 
fifth inning by scoring four 
runs in the sixth. 

Ernie Triplett led the EC 
offensive with two singles. 
Andre Yates belted a double 
and singles each were 
recorded by Donnie Tabb 
and Jerrod Myers. 


Starter Pervis Mann took 


the loss, allowing four runs 
on five hits through 4 1/3 
innings. He fanned five and 
walked three, 

In the second game, the 
Warriors jumped out to an 
early 3-0 lead, but the 
Wolves responded with five 
runs in the third and held a 7- 
3 advantage until EC rallied 
for four runs in the sixth to 
notch the score at 7. 

Co-Lin took the lead for 
good by tallying three runs in 
the top of the eighth. 

Tabb Jed the EC offense 
with a double and single. 
Contributing singles were 
Yates, Triplett, Darmaal 
Moore, Vincent Kortbawi, 
Quin Stokes, and Richie 


Long with one each. 

Yates led in RBIs with 
two. 

Allen Johnson took the 
loss. He went seven innings, 
allowing six earned runs on 
ll hits: He also fanned five 
and walked one. 

Tabb. hurled the eighth 
inning and allowed two 


earned runs on.one hit. 
Meridian 25 
ECCC 21 


Pi 16-1 in the third 
the Warriors staged 
an snpressive rally by scor- 
ing 20 runs over the next 
seven innings before coming 
up short Wednesday at 
Decatur. 


ECCC, 34-13, and MCC, 
27-17, combined for 43 hits 
in the slugfest, which includ- 
ed 10 home runs. Three play- 
ers were credited with at 
least two dingers each. 

Richie. Long had six hits 
— a home run, double, and 
four singles — to lead the 
EC offense. He also had four 


RBI and scored three times. 


Quin Stokes had another 
impressive outing as he belt- 
ed two homers and a single 
and led in RBI with five. He 
also scored three runs. 

Other Diamond Warriors 
sluggers included Vincent 
Kortbawi with four singles 
and four RBI, Donnie Tabb 
and Blake Lawson both with 








a double, single, and two 
RBIs; and Andre Yates with 
two singles. 

MCC’s Kenny Roberts 
and Michael LaGrange both 
homered twice, and Ben 
Kingsley, Darren Farmer, 
and Corey Dickerson belted 


a home run apiece. 
ECCC 4-1 


The Warriors were swept 
by the Bobcats Saturday 

‘ternoon at Smith-Wills 
Stadium in Jackson as they 
fell to third place in the 
MACIC South Division. 

Willard Bacon took the 
loss in the opener with 
Andrew Pierce earning the 

win for Jones. 

Richie Long homered 
and Vincent Kortbawi had a 
triple to lead the ECCC 
offense, 

The Bobcats cruised to a 
9-1 victory in the second 
contest to take the South 
Division championship. 

Colton Mitchell 
tagged with the loss. 

Corey Williams picked up 
the win for Jones. 

Kortbawi went 2-for-2 
with a single and a double, 
while Donnie Tabb added a 
double. 

ECCC. wrapped up the 
regular season with a 34-15 
record. 


was 


WEEK OF 






Trailing 16-1 in the third _ least two dingers each. 
inning to Meridian oe 
Cole eat © aap T? 





scoring 20 runs over the next 

seven innings but their effort fell 
short in a 25-21 thriller Wednes- 
day at the Clark/Gay Baseball 
Complex on the Decatur cam- 





gle and led in RBIs with five. He 
also scored three runs. 


ee and ‘A Andre Yate fates ; 


pus, 

East Central (34-13) and 
MCC (27-17) combined for 43 
hits in the slugfest, which 
included 10 home nuns. Three 


Other Diamond — Warriors 
‘slnggers included Vincent Kort- 


* ‘bawi, @ product of'Hale County 
High School in Moundville, 


ort in loss to Meridian cc 


Donnie Tabb of Neshoba Cen- 
tral and Blake pavane te Biloxi, 





ada two aes 

Charles Hill of Carthage, ne. 
do Velez, of Trujillo Alto, Puerto 
Rico, Darmaal Moore of Stone 
County and Emie Triplett of 
Louisville, singles each. Hill 
was also credited with two RBIs, 
and Velez and Triplett knocked 
in a run.a piece. 

Kortbawi and Velez scored 
four runs each; Hill and Yates . 








each tallied twice; and, Tabb, q 
Lawson and Moore scored a run 
a piece. 

MCC's Kenny Roberts and 
Michael ot Be sage home- 


cnn lod gs 


currently, tied 
Eabcd ba wit | Hinds ay 148. 
Gulf Coast follows at 11-11 and 
Pearl River is 12-12, 

‘The top four teams in the 
South and North divisions will 
participate in first-round play- 
offs May 7-8 to determine seed- 
ing in the MACIC State Tourna- 
ment scheduled May 13-15 and 
hosted by the top seed in the 

The Diamond Warriors are 
led by head coach Neal Holh- 
man and assistants Michael 


players were credited with at 


Ala., four singles and four RBIs; 
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Small prea seichicoh 


Up-and-down Belhaven 


By Mike Christensen 
mehristensen clarionledger com 

Belhaven came up a little flat in 
the Gulf Coast Athletic Conference 
Tournament it hosted over the 








eld been ina ite downturn for 


game, scored just three in each of 


ped their two GCAC losses, including 


this week. The Blazers (40-15), the 
the GCAC 


ular season champs in the 

and currently ranked No. 10 in the 
country, are expected to receive a 
host bid to the NAIA Tournament; 
the official announcement of the 
on Friday. 

Plus, Eiland, a .347 hitter, should 


player and pitcher of the year after men 
going 11-0 én the regular season, 
ug OU up in the one game the 
Hisecra won: 
“If we get back to playing good 
again, like we're capable, we'll be in 











be fine by the time the regional good good shape for the national tourna- 
starts next week. ment, Donan sa 
BU coach Hill Denson, the GCAC Each of the ne NAIA first-round 
coach of the year, was disappointed isurnameaks cludes five teams, 
inthe Blazers’ tourney performance and the survivors , advance to Lewis- 
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ton, Idaho, for the 10-team national 
tourney that will include host 
Lewis-Clark State. 


Waiting game 


Mississippi College is virtually 


monet 
though 


Smith-Wills. 
The Blazers, who hit .333 as a 
an: nox ot early 


Il regional, the Choctaws 
won't find out where they'll play until 


Monday morning. 
MC (36-9 and ranked 15th 
nationally) was No. 4 in the West 


- Region last week and reached the 


championship round of the Ameri- 
can Southwest Conference Tourna- 
ment over the weekend. 

The Choctaws raked in two major 
awards on Tuesday as Bo Bell (.438, 
10 homers, 56 RBIs) and Tyler Sea- 
man (10-0, 3.18 ERA) were named 
ASC East player and pitcher of the 


year. 
Meanwhile, Millsaps, thought to 
rs done after going 1-2 in the South- 


rn Co legia é Athletic Conference 
Tournament has pulled its equip- 
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awaiting NCAA bid 


ment back out and resumed practic- 


ing. 

“We're‘on the (D-III) bubble,” said 
Majors coach Jim Page. “Some things 
happened in other conferences that 
helped us out. ... We've been in this 
boat before, but we don’t want to be 
tunprepared if we do get in.” 

Page said a regional committee 
meeting tonight would give him a 
better idea of where the Majors, 
fourth in the South Region last 
week, stand. 


Juco jottings 

The MACIJC Tournament was 
supposed to be hosted by the top 
remaining North Division seed after 
pay weekend's best-of-3 playoff 


But South teams won all four, 
making South regular season champ 
Jones County JC the host for the 
state event. Since Jones’ home facil- 
ity is undergoing renovation, the 
tournament will be held at Smith- 


Wills Stadium starting Thursday. 

Pearl River plays Hinds wad Teac 
meets East Central in the first round 
of the double-elimination event. 
Three of these teams will advance to 
next week’s NJCAA Division II 
Region 23 Tournament, the team that 
goes 0-2 is eliminated. LSU-Eunice 
will take the remaining spot. ... 

Itawamba, stunned by Pearl River 
in a playoff series that included a 
benches’ clearing brawi, is finished at 
30-20. The Indians were ranked in the 
top 10 in preseason. ... Meridian CC 
will defend its Division I Region 23 
title this weekend at home sah oa 
team tournament with Delgado (La. 
and Baton Rouge. The: led oe 
Mississippi State signee C ‘Dick- 
erson, are seeking their their 11th region 


title and chasing an eighth Juco 


World Series appearance. 
a 
To comment on this story, call 


Mike Christensen at (601) 961- 


7344. 
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Parity the rule as 0 


By Mike Christensen 
ea en sen 


Hinds Community College coach aidumniterandet 


Sam Temple, “a buzz saw.” 


Now, for the eight teams (out of 
14) still standing, comes another 


grinder: the junior college postsea- 
son, starting with this area 
best-of-three playoff series, then the 
MACIJC Tournament next week fol- 
lowed by the NJCAA Division I 
Region 23 Tournament the week 
after that. “I love this time of year,” 
said Itawamba coach Rick Collier. 

Is there a favorite to make it 
through to the nationals in Enid, 
Okla.? “You ¢ throw all of us 
into a hat,” 
neat things about this league is the 
parity. There are a lot of really good 
teams. We've been beating up on 
eachother allyear.” 

Jones County and Itawamba won 
the division titles and earned top 
seeds. Both have been nationally 
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Northweat vs. pen in Hattiesburg 
Northeast at Hinds 

Pear! River at ttawamba 

East Central at Hoimes 


ranked at one time or another. 

Jones, which doesn't have a home 
field because of renovations at its 
ballpark, went 11-1 in the second 
half of the regular season round 
robin. The Bobcats will host North- 
west at William Carey’s Wheeler 
Field on Friday and Saturday. 

ICC, the defending state champi- 
on, won seven of its last eight and 
got some good news on Monday 
concerning ace Joseph Koon (12-1, 
2.10 ERA), He was struck.in the 
throat by a batted ball last weekend 


against Holmes but reportedly told 


Collier “he issready to go Friday 
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teams brace for | juco nlayoffs 


against Pearl River. 

Holmes also comes in cna tol, 

ing won eight of its last nine divi- 
sion games. 

Hinds was in a three-way tie for 
the South lead with four games left 
and survived to finish second, earn- 
ings host role in the opening round. 


nroad 

ot only is Belhaven hosting the 
Gulf Coast Athletic Conference Tour- 
nament at { Wills Stadium this 
week, the 39-13 Blazers, as the top 
seed, are sitting pretty in the bracket. 
In their opener at Smith-Wills 








Stadium on Thursday, they'll face. 
Tougaloo- 


ei winner of today’s 


Loy- 
ola play-in game. The Blazers were 


12-0) against those two schools. _ 
Win that game and they would 
play the loser of Thursday’s William 
Carey-Spring Hill game on Friday. 
Not only that, but this is a loaded 
BU club, ranked No. 11 in NAIA. Led 


by Craig Dene Dean (.439, eight homers), 


of och Cake The son eee ward (352 ca 62) pinheake cart 


ck Clarke notche 
school-record 10 saves. ... Meridian ond baseman 


Belhaven hit .336 with 44 homers as when it opens play against Texas 
a team. Starters Brandt Hinton and Lutheran at Seguin, Texas. Who’s hot 


Ryan Kassab are a combined 18-1. for the Choctaws? Stuart 


Magee, 

And Wade Broyles, named the GCAC from Columbia by way of Hinds CC, 
pitcher of the week, posted a 1.39 ‘went 8-for-10 in the sweep of Mary 
ERA and 11 savesasaseniortransfer Hardin-Baylor last weekend and is at 
from Ole Miss. 450 for the year. No. 8 MC (34-7) is 
T: hopeful of a D-III Tournament at- 
agging up large bid even if it doesn’t win the 
Sluggers Zach Polzin, Nick ASC crown. ... Delta State had two 
Schneeberger and Michael. Busby _ players picked for the first team All- 
played big roles in Hinds’ success GulfSouth Conference West Division 
this season. But Temple also lauded squad: outfielder Michael Niemann 


‘the utehing of starters Fraser (.310) and pitcher Jason Coats (7-0, 


a at a Josh Gordon (.431, 
RBIs) and Cade Hog- 


he rok a 








ja first or second team. ... 





Trey Rountree Rownbiee tndiSut 

CC won the Miss-Lou Conference fielder Josh Ganenat made the 

season title and will host the SCAC All-Tournament team. The 

CAA D-I Region 23 Tournament » Majors went 1-2 in the tournament 
next weekend at Skaggs Field. ... sn Speman Scare 273 


i College will shoot for . 
its first American Southwest Confer- | To comment on this story, call 


ence * gear title since 2003 Mike Christensen at (601) 961-7344. 
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juGO BASEBALL 
Warriors 
score Six 
runs in 9th 
to beat JCJC 


from school reports 





face a ‘win or else’ situation on 
Friday. 

munity College 

Warriors rallied 

tying the game JCIC 

in the sixth and , 
scoring six 
‘unearned runs 

with two outs in 

opening round of the MACJC 
Tournament. 


JACKSON — The Jones 
County Junior College Bobcats 
The East ECCC 
Central Com- 
from a 3-0, fifth- G 
inning deficit, 
Bobcats 9-3 on Thursday night at 
Smith-Wills Stadium in the ; 
The Bobcats (38-11) now will 
face Pearl River at 1 p.m. on 


See ECCC on page BS 
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the Region 23 Tournament next 
week. The season will end for the 
loser. Pearl River lost 4-0 to Hinds 
in Thursday's opening game 

The Warriors (37-15) 5 will take 
on Hinds at 4 p.m. in a winner's 
bracket game. The winner of the 
JCC /Pearl River game takes on 
the loser of the Hinds/ East Cen- 
tral game at 7 p.m. in an elimina- 
tion game. 

Trailing 3-0, the Warriors 
loaded the bases with no outs in 
the third, but JCJC starter Andrew 


> got a strikeout and a double 
the inning 


"ECCC, though, would respond. 
to tie the game in the sixth. 
Andre Yates singled and Richie 


x followed with a single. Quin _ 


Stokes then followed with a two- 


run double to center to make it 3-2 _ 


before Charles Hill delivered a 


two-out, Fun Scone single to 
_make it 3-3. 


That set the stage for the deci- 
sive top of the ninth. 

With two outs, Blake Lawson 
singled and Jerrod Myers followed 


-. with a walk. Darmaal Moore Be, 


hit a slow roller to third. Chase 
Headrick made a bare-handed _ 





grab and threw to first, but Moore 


was called safe on a bang-bang 


plate load the bases., 


onnie Tabb followed with 


another slow roller to Graham 


Odom at shortstop. He fielded the 
ball, but it was thrown wide of first 
base and all three ECCC runners 


scored. 

rales was then hit by.a pitch ¥ 
and Long came to the plate. He - 
blasted his 13th home run of the 
season, a three-run shot over the 
= aot field wall and suddenly, the 

arriors were up 9-3, 

The Bobcats were limited to 
five hits, Landry had three singles 


and Robertson had two singles. 


- Pierce started for the Boba. 


‘\\A\ \ \Q LoVe 





went seven inn up three 
je segpetg resins we 
struck out six. Ryan Waters 
pitched 1 2-3 innings, gave up six 

unearned runs, three hits and 
struck out three. He took the loss 
and is now 3-4. _ 

Colton Mitch 


pitcher of the evening for ECCC, 





__ posted the win. He went 2 1-3 


innings, gave up no runs, no hits 
and struck out one to improve his 
record to 7-3... 

The Warriors outhit Jones, 12-1 
Long homered and singled for 

ECCC, while Moore, Yates and 
(balls all had two singles each. 
Stokes Cores while Myers, 

Tabb and Hill each singled. 
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ECCC Diamond Warriors 
advance to state tournament 


I's on to the “Final Four” of 
Tournament for the East Central 
Community College baseball 
cam, which rallied to take a 





tapeeve to 365 following a 
sweep of Holmes (9-1, 8-4) Sat- 
arday afternoon, will battle host 
Jones County (38-10) at 6 p.m. 
Thursday to begin the three-day, 
double-elimination event being 
held at Smith-Wills Stadium in 
tures Pearl~ River (25-25) and 
Hinds (27-19) in a 3 p.m. con- 

Competition continues Fn- 
day and concludes with the 
championship game set for 1 
p.m. at Smith-Wills. 

East Central and Holmes 
began their series Friday with 
the host Bulldogs claiming a 14- 
13 victory after rallying for four 
runs in the bottom of the ninth. 

Richie Long of Carthage 
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belted two home runs and Blake 
Lawson of Biloxi homered and 
doubled. to pace the EC offense. 
Erie Triplett was credited with 
a double. 

Southpaw Bobby Bryan of 
Crossett, Ark., took the loss. for 
EC on the mound. 


In the first win (9-1) over 


Holmes Saturday, Long and 
Quin Stokes of Cartk 
offense with two hits each. 
Right-hander Barry Meeks 
picked up the win in impressive 
style, as he fanned 14 batters 
through seven innings. He 
allowed five hits. Meeks is a 
product of Patrician Academy in 
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Sweetwater, Ala. 

Leading the EC offensive 
attack in the second victory (8-4) 
were Vincent Kortbawi, of Hale 
County. High School in 
Moundville, Ala., and Darmaal 
Moore of Stone County. Kort- 
bawi belted a double and single 
and Moore had two hits. 

Lefty Pervis Mann of 
Carthage got the victory, allow- 
ing four hits in six innings. He 
also fanned seven batters. 

The Diamond Warriors are 
led by head coach Neal Holli- 
man and assistants Michael 
Avalon and Hunter Vick. 
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MACJC Tournament Runners-Up 

East Central Community College’s Diamond Warriors are shown 
Baseball Tournament held May 13-15 at Smith-Wills Stadium in Jackson. East Central reached the tournament finals Saturday 
but fell 11-7 to the Hinds Eagles who went undefeated in the double-elimination event. EC advanced to the championship round 
by defeating Pearl River 8-7 late Friday night.. The Diamond Warriors fell to Hinds 12-9 in 10 innings earlier Friday and began 
first-round action by outscoring Jones County 9-3 Thursday night. ECCC advances to the Region 23 Tournament scheduled 
May 20-22 hosted by Hinds at Joe G. Moss Field on the Raymond campus. Also participating in the double-elimination 


competition are Pearl River and LSU-Eunice. The winner qualifies for the NJCAA Division Il World Series May29-lune 5 in 
Enid, Okla. (EC Photo) 


following their second-place finish in the MACJC State 
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Hinds Community College 


have 
East Central Community 


College’s Diamond Warriors 


who were seeking the 
program's second MACJC 
State Basebal] Championship 
in the last four years under 

The men in Black and 
Gold reached the tournament 
in the top of the ninth inning 
to edge Pearl River 8-7 in a 
five-hour duel that concluded 
a few minutes before midnight 
Friday, The Diamond Warriors 
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Saturday afternoon might 
been 





bedtas) eee itech 
ing 12-9 decision to Hinds in 
a 10-inning affair, during 


too much to ask of © which EC led 6-1 after four 


innings. EC called on 10 pitch- 
ers for the back-to-back con- 
tests. 

But the Diamond 
Warriors showed no signs of 
fatigue against the Eagle’ in 
another five-hour contest, 
which featured several rain 
delays totaling almost 90 min- 
utes. However, missed scor- 
ing opportunities and several 
homers by the Hinds offense 
resulted in an 11-7 loss for EC 
and concluded the three-day 
competition held on a wet 
field at Smith-Wills Stadium in 
Jackson. 

“It’s (runner-up title) 
not what we wanted or what 
the players wanted...but we 
are still appreciative of the 
success we had in the tour- 
nament,” said Holliman, 
whose squad began the 
double-elimination event by 
defeating top-seeded Jones 
County 9-3 Thursday night. 
“We missed too many scor- 


Hinds,” said Holliman, refer- 
ring to the 18 runners left on 
base and 12 walks allowed by 
Eagle hurlers. “But I’m really 





‘proud of the effort put forth 


by our guys.” 

Holliman, who led 
the 2007 squad to a state title 
in his first year at the helm, is 
now focused on getting his 
team ready for the Region 23 


ee scheduled May 





—"G Mos = Field on the 


NEWTON COUNTY Raymond campus. 
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East Central (38-17) enters re- 
gional competition as the No. 
2 seed and Louisiana State 
University at Eunice (43-11) 
is seeded third. Pearl River 
(26-27) is the No. 4 seed, 


HINDS 11,ECCC 7 

Hinds led through- 
out the title game but only 
held a slim 4-3 margin going 
into the fifth inning, when the 
Eagles sent four runs across 
the plate. The key hit during 
the frame was a three-run 
homer by Justin Brodnax. 

Fast Central, which 
scored single runs in the sec- 
ond, third, fourth and fifth in- 
nings, added a pair of nuns in 
the seventh inning to cut the 
deficit to 10-6 but could only 
muster another run in the 
ninth. 

Ricardo Velez of 
Trujillo, Puerto Rico, belted a 
double and single and Quin 
Stokes of Carthage had two 
singles to lead the BC offense. 
Each was also credited with 
two RBIs. Charles Hill and 
Richie Long, both of 
Carthage, and Blake Lawson 
of Biloxi each had doubles, 
Donnie Tabb of Neshoba 
Central and Andre Yates of 
Grenada contributed singles 
each. Yates and Vincent 
Kortbawi, a product of Hale 
County High School in 
Moundville, Ala... also 
knocked in a run a piece. 
Starter Allen Johnson took 
the loss for EC on the mound, 
allowing four earned runs on 
six hits through 4 2/3 
He fanned one batter an 
walked two. 


apture State Runner-Up Title 


batter. 

Johnson got _ the 
save by pitching a scoreless 
ninth inning. 


HINDS 12, ECCC 9 

East Central led 6-| 
after four innings but the 
Eagles rallied for a 7-6 advan- 
tage in the seventh inning. 
The Diamond Waftriors re- 
sponded with two-runs in the 
bottom of the frame and held 
a 9-8 advantage going into the 
ninth when Hinds scored a 
run resulting in extra innings. 
Hinds scored three runs in the 
top of the tenth and held on 
for the victory. 

Tabb had a double 
and single, and Long, Stokes 
and Hill contributed two 
singles each to lead the EC 
offense, Kortbawi collected a 
double, and Yates, Velez and 
Lawson had singles each, 
Velez was also credited with 
two RBIs. Tabb, Yates, Lone 
and Hill knocked in a run 
apiece, 

Southpaw Colby 
Mitchell of Lake took the loss, 
allowing three, eared runs on 
four hits. He fanned two bat- 
ters and walked one. 


ECCC 9, JONES COUNTY 3 

A $ix-run, ninth-in- 
ning rally capped off by 
Long's three-run home run 
helped lead the Diamond 
Warriors to a 9-3 victory éver 
top-seed Jones County in 
first-round tournament ac- 
tion, 
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Region tourn ent and ad- 











The NJCAA Division 11 
World Series is scheduled 
May 29 - June 5 in Enid, Okla. 





continues to be to win the 


ECCC 8, PEARL RIVER 

__..,. The Diamond Wat- 
riors, who held a 3-0 lead un- 
til the Wildcats rallied for five 
runs in the seventh inning, 
overcame a 6-3 deficit with 
their own five-run rally in the 
top of thé ninth inning and 
held on*for the one-run vic- 
tory as the clock was about 
to strike midnight. 

The ninth-inning 
heroics began when Velez 
walked and was later moved 
to second on a single by 
Darmaal Moore of Stone 
County. Long followed with 
a walk and loaded the bases. 
Stokes hit a sacrifice fly to left 
field, scoring Velez. Korthawi 
followed with a triple to right 
field, scoring Moore and 
Long. Yates then tripled to 
right field and Kortbawi 
scored. Hill sent Yates home 
with a single to right field and 
EC was back on top at 8-6. 

Pearl River added a 
Tun in the final frame and had 
a runner on third base when 
the game ended on an infield 
groundout. 

Stokes belted a two- 
run homer in the sixth inning. 
and finished with three RBIs 
to lead the EC offense. In ad- 
dition to triples recorded by 
Kortbawi and Yates, singles 
were contributed by Moore, 
Hill and Lawson. Koribawi 
was also credited with two 
also knocked in a run each. 
Long was the winning 








in relief, allowing one eate 
run on two hits durin & an in- 


ning of work. He fanned one 


a 


itcher 
is . Jener 





Aiter trailing 3-0 
through five innings, Stokes 
belted a double to centerfield, 

Scoring Yates and Long, who 
each reached base with 
singles. Hill slapped a run- 
scoring single that brought 
pinch-tunner Kevin Harris of 
Newton home from third to tic 
the score at 3-3. 

Lawson later set the 
Stage for the upset Victory 
with a single and Jerrod Myers 
of Jackson St. Andrews fo}- 
lowed with a walk. Moore 
reached base on an infield hit, 
sending Lawson to third and 
Myers to second. Tabb fol- 
lowed with a grounder to the 
infield but a throwing etror to 
first base allowed all three EC 
base runners to score. 

Yates then came to 
bat and was hit by a pitch and 
Long followed with his 13" 
homer of the Season, a three- 
run shot over the right-field 
wall. 


Mitchell shut down 
the Bobcat offense in the bot- 
tom of the ninth and was cred- 
ited with the win: Mitchell al- 
lowed no hits through 2 1/3 
innings in relief; He fanned 
one batter, 

Ernie Triplett of Lou- 
isville was the starter and a)- 
lowed one earned run on three 
hits through 2 1/3 innings, He 
fanned one batter and walked 
four, Tyler Dalton of Winston 
Academy pitched 4 1/3 innings 
in middle relief and allowed on 
¢arned run on two hits, The right- 

Long contributed a 
single in addition to his home run, 

Also credited with two hits each 
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Warriors fall 


in state finals 


The East Central Com- 
munity College Warriors 
reached the finals of the 
MACIC state baseball tour- 


Jackson’s z 
: combined 
Smith-Wills reports 


Stadium last 
weekend before falling 11+7 
to Hinds in the first champi- 
onship game. 

The Warriors had to beat 
‘Hinds twice Saturday to cap- 
ture the state championship, 
but the Eagles were not to be 
denied their first state title 
since 1989. 

“It’s (runner-up title) not 
what we wanted or what the 
players wanted...but we are 
still appreciative of the suc- 
cess we had in the tourna- 
ment,” said ECCC head 
coach Neal Holliman. 

“We missed too many 
scoring opportunities against 
Hinds,” said Holliman, refer- 
ring to the 18 runners left on 
base and 12 walks allowed 
by Eagle hurlers. “But I’m 
really proud of the effort put 
forth by our guys...we are 
playing like a championship 
team.” 

Holliman, who led the 
2006 squad to a state ttle in 
his first year at the helm, is 
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MACJC Playoffs 
(Best-of-three series) 
May 7-8 
First Round 

East Central 13-9-8, Holmes 
14-1-4 
Jones 12-8, Northwest 1-0 
Pearl River 10-13, Itawamba 7- 


6 
Hinds 12-7, Northeast 2-2 


State Tournament 
at Smith-Wills Stadium 
in Jackson 
May 13 
Hinds 4, Pearl River 0 
East Central 9, Jones 3 


May 14 
Pearl River 5, Jones 4 
Hinds 12, East Central 9 
East Central 8, Pearl River 7 


May 15 
Hinds 11, East Central 7 


now focused on getting his 
team ready tor the Region 23 
Division IT Tournament sched- 
uled Thursday-Saturday and 
hosted by top-seeded Hinds, 
30-19, at Joe G. Moss Field on 
the Raymond campus. 

“Our ultimate goal contin- 
ues to be to win the Region 
tournament and advance to 
the Junior College World 

Continued on 7B... 

See Warriors... 
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Continued from SB... 

Series,” said Holliman. 
The NJCAA Division II 
World Series is scheduled 
May 29 - June’5 in Enid, Okla. 


~ECCC, 38-17). enters: 


regional competition as the 


No. 2 seed and Louisiana State 


University at Eunice, 43-11, is 
27, is the No. 4 seed. 
- ECC paren ce ig 
a 3pm. fom 
two split: cone at 
Eunice on February 27. 
, XBBCE 2 9 
A six-run ninth inning 
_ capped off by Richie Long’s 
_ three-run’ home run enabled 
the Warriors to’ upset top- 
_ seed Jones Thursday night. 
“to 37-15, 





ile Jones fell to 38-11. 





ee ates ein Stokes belt- 
eda oid Coaee Hill to center 





to he the score at 3-3. 

The score remained dead- 
locked until the top of the 
ninth, when EC scored all six 





Gr 


ee 3 Ne 
Ni am O do! mm, 


and all three ECCC base run- 


ners scored, 
_ After Andre Yates was hit 
by, a pitch, Long followed 


with his 13th homer of the 


season, a three-run shot over 
the right-field wall. 
Colton . Mitchell Us -3) 
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East Central Community College's Diamond Warriors are shown following their second-place finish in 
the MACJC State Baseball Tournament held May 13-15 at Smith-Wills Stadium in Jackson. ECCC 
reached the tournament finals Saturday, but fell 11-7 to the Hinds Eagles who went undefeated in the 
double-elimination event. ECCC advanced to the championship round by defeating Pearl River 8-7 late 
Friday night. The Warriors fell to Hinds 12-9 in 10 innings earlier Friday and began first-round action by 
beating Jones 9-3 Thursday night. ECCC advances to the Region 23 Division 11 Tournament scheduled 
May 20-22 and hosted by Hinds on the Raymond campus. Also participating in the double-elimination 
competition are Pearl River and LSU-Eunice. The winner qualifies for the NJCAA Division II World 
Series May 29-June 5 in Enid, Okla. 


shut down the Bobcat 
offense in the bottom of the 
ninth and was credited with 
the win. Mitchell, the third 


pitcher of the evening for the 


Warriors, hurled 2 1/3 
innings and allowed no hits. 

Ernie Triplett was the 
starter and allowed one 
earned run on three hits 
through 2 1/3 innings. He 
fanned one and walked four. 

Tyler Dalton pitched 4 1/3 
innings in middle relief and 
allowed one earned run on 
two hits. He fanned five and 
walked one. 

Long contributed a single 
in addition to his three-run 
homer. Also credited with 


two hits each were Yates, 
Lawson, and Moore. 

Hinds 12 

ECCC y 

ECCC led 6-1 after four 
hed for a 7-6 advantage in 
the seventh inning of 
Friday’s winners’ bracket 
contest. 

The Warriors responded 
with two runs in the bottom 
of the frame and held a 9-8 
advantage going into the 
ninth when Hinds scored a 
run resulting in extra innings. 

Hinds scored three runs in 
the top of the 10th and held 
on for the victory. 

Donnie Tabb had a double 


and a single and Richie Long, 
Quin Stokes, and Charles Hil! 
contributed two singles each 
to lead the EC offense. 

Vincent Kortbawi collect- 
ed a double, and Andre 
Yates, Ricardo Velez, and 
Blake Lawson had singles 
each. Velez was also credited 
with two RBI. 

Colby Mitchell took the 
loss, allowing three earned 
runs on fourthits. He fanned 
two and walked one. 

ECCC 8 

Pearl River 7 

The Warriors, who held a 
3-0 lead until the Wildcats ral- 
lied for five runs in the sey- 


,enth inning, overcame a 6-3 


ECCC photo 
deficit with their own five-run 
rally in the top of the ninth 
and held on for the victory as 


_.the clock was about to strike 


midnight Friday. 

The ninth-inning heroics 
began when Ricardo Velez 
walked and moved to second 
on a single by Darmaal 
Moore. Richie Long fol- 
lowed with a walk to load 

Qui Stokes hit a sacrifice 
fly, scoring Velez. Vincent 
Kortbawi followed with a two- 
run triple to right field. Andre 
Yates then tripled to right field 
to drive in Kortbawi. 

Charles Hill singled to 
right field and EC was back 


on top at 8-6. 

Pearl River added a run in 
the final frame and had a 
runner on third base when 
the game ended on an infield 
groundout. 

Stokes belted a two-run 
homer in the sixth and fin- 
ished with three RBI to lead 
the EC offense. In addition 
to triples recorded by 
Kortbawi and Yate$, singles 
were contributed by Moore, 
Hill, and Blake Lawson. 
Kortbawi was also credited 
with two RBI. 

Long .was the winning 
pitcher in relief, allowing 
one earned run on two hits 
during an inning of work. He 
fanned one. 

Allen Johnson got the save 
by pitching a scoreless ninth. 

Hinds 11 

ECCC 7 

Hinds led throughout the 
title game Saturday, but only 
held a slim 4-3 margin going 
into the fifth inning, when 
the Eagles sent four runs 
across the plate. The key hit 
during the frame was a three- 
run homer by Justin 
Brodnax, 

ECCC added a pair of 
runs in the seventh inning to 
cut the deficit to 10-6 but 
could only muster another 
run in the ninth. 

Ricardo Velez belted a 
double and a single and Quin 
Stokes had two singles to 
lead the EC offense. Each 
was also credited with two 
RBI. Charles Hill, Richie 
Long, and Blake Lawson 
each had doubles. Donnie 
Tabb and Andre Yates con- 
tributed singles. 

Starter Allen Johnson 
took the loss for EC on the 
mound, allowing four earned 
runs on six hits through 4 2/3 
innings. He fanned one and 
walked two. 
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Jones cs Junior 


DECTUR — A six-run 
ninth-inning capped off by 
Richie Long’s three-run 
ee eee 
tral Community ¢ 
es 
upset of top-seed Jones 
County Junior College 

Thursday night in first- 
round action of the MACJC 











East Cat which 
improved to 37-15 under 
fourth-year head coach 
Neal Holliman. 

Southpaw Colton 
_ Mitchell (7-3) of Lake shut 
down the Bobcat offense in 
_ the bottom of the ninth and 
_ was credited with the win. 
_ Mitchell, the third pitcher 
| of the evening for the Dia- 
mond Warriors, hurled 2 
1/3 innings and allowed no 
hits. He fanned one batter. 

After trailing 3-0 
through five innings, the 
number-three seed Dia- 
Quin Stokes belted a dou- 
ble to center field, scoring 
Andre Yates and Long. 
Charles Hill, slapped a 
two-out, run-scoring single 
that brought home Kevin 

The score remained tied 
at 3-3 until the top of the 
ninth, when EC scored ail 
six runs with two outs. 

Blake Lawson set the 
stage for the upset victory 
with a single and Jerrod 
Myers followed with a 

walk. Darmaal Moore 
reached base on an infield 
hit; sending Lawson to 
third and Myers to second. 


Donnie Tabb followed with 


a grounder to shortstop 

Graham Odom, ‘but 
Odom’s throw to first base 
was wide and all three EC 
base runners scored. 
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PARKS SIGNS WITH 
EAST CENTRAL CC 


Morton High School Panthers senior Marquis Parks, seated 
center, signed a national le 

football at East Central m College 
ing him for the occasion were his parents, seated, J 

is sti ate ec bono ete mele 


ton Head Football Coach 
| , a = | 
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pal Clay Purvis. 
HARPER SIGNS WITH 
EAST CENTRAL €C 


Morton High School Panthers senior Deonte Harper, seated 
center, signed a national letter of intent in February to play 
football at East Central Community College in Decatur. Join- 
ing him for the occasion were his parents, seated, Charlene 
McCoy and Jeff Harper; standing from left, former Morton AT 

—————Head Football Coach David Parker, and Assistant Principal 
\PPEAL vs 7 lias ES_A_ 
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ECCC Diamond Warri 


A second win over Louisiana State 
University-Eunice in the Region 23 
Tourmament was not to be for the East 
Central College Diamond 
Waiors who fell 12-4 Saturday night to 
the raindelayed event held at Joe G. 
Moss Field on the Hinds Community 
College campus in Raymond. 

East Central, which finished 39-19 
under fourth-year head coach Neal 
Holliman, had taken a 1-0, first-inning 


lead but the Bengals responded with 
three runs in the bottom of the frame, 
added three more runs in the second 
inning and held the 6-1 advantage 
through three innings. EC added anoth- 
er run in the fourth inning and two in the 
sixth and trailed 7-4 after five. The 
Bengals tallied four runs in the sixth and 
another run in the seven, when the con- 
test was called due to the eight-run rule. 

Quin Stokes and Charles Hill, both 
of Carthage, each had a double and sin- 


gle to lead the EC offense. Donnie Tabb 
of Neshoba Central, Andre Yates of 
Grenada, Richie Long of Carthage, and 


Vincent Koribawi, a product of Hale 


County High School in Moundville, 
Ala., had singles each. Kortbawi, Stokes 
and Ernie Triplett of Louisville were 
credited with an RBI each. 

Gabriel! Thibodeaux and Zach 
Kirksey homered to lead LSU-Eunice. 

Starter Tyler Dalton of Winston 
Academy was among five hurlers for 








ors eliminated 


EC and took the loss. The right-hander 
allowed one earned run on two hits dur- 
ing 1/3 inning. 

The EC/LSU-Eunice match-up was 
set up by the Diamond Warriors’ 12-8 
loss to Hinds earlier Saturday. 

After the Eagles had taken an early 
4-0 lead, East Central rallied to take a 6- 
5 advantage on Richie Long’s two-run 
homer in the bottom of the fourth. But 
Hinds regained the lead at 8-6 on Nick 
Schneeberger’s three-run blast in the 





sixth. The Diamond Warriors tied the 
contest at 8-8 on Andre Yates’ sacrifice 
fly in the seventh, but Eagles 
snapped the deadlock in the eighth 
inning on Grant Morris's two-run triple 
and added two more runs in the frame 

Allen Johnson of Leake Aca- 
demy took the loss in relief. Johnson 
hurled 7 1/3 innings, allowing four 
earned runs on nine hits. He also fanned | 


See BASEBALL, page 9A 
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Baseball 
Continued from page 7A 


four batters and walked three. 
East Central began tourna- 
ment action Thursday by 
outscoring LSU-Eunice 14-10. 
Donnie Tabb and Vincent 
Kortbawi had three hits each to 
lead the offense and s 
Colton Mitchell shut down the 
LSU-Eunice offense over the 
final three innings to clinch the 


APPEARED IN: 


Tabb, a centerfielder and 
_-Neshoba Central product, went 
° “ree-the-six. at the plate with @ 
double and two singles. He also 
had two RBIs and scored twice. 

Third-baseman Kortbawi, a 
product of Hale County High 
School in Moundville, Ala., col- 
lected three singles, knocked in 
a run and also scored. 

Also having productive per- 
formances at the plate were 
Andre Yates of Grenada, and 
both of Carthage, two singles 
each. Richie Long of Carthage, 


Blake Lawson of Biloxi and 








Ernie Triplett of Louisville had 


‘singles each. Long was also the 


top run producer with three 
RBIs. 


Right-hander Barry Meeks — 


was the starter and allowed three 
earned runs on nine hits through 
3 1/3 innings. He fanned two 
batters and walked two. Meeks 
is a product of Patrician Acade- 
my in Sweetwater, Ala, Mitchel! 
(8-4) hurled the final 5 2/3 
innings in relief, allowing just 
three hits and no earned runs. He 
also fanned four batters and 
walked five. 
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ECCC Diamond Warriors Eliminated 
By LSU-Eunice in Region 23 Tourney 


A second win over 
Louisiana State University- 
Eunice in the Region 23 Tourna- 
ment was not to be for the East 
mond Warriors who fell 12-4 Sat- 
urday night to the eventual tour- 
nament champions in the rain- 
delayed event held at Joe G. 
Moss Field on the Hinds Com- 
munity College campus in 
Raymond. 

East Central, which 
finished 39-19 under fourth-year 
head coach Neal Holliman, had 
taken a | -0, first-inning lead but 
the Bengals responded with 
three runs in the bottom of the 
frame, added three more runs in 
the second inning and held the 6- 
| advantage through three in- 
nings. EC added another run in 
the fourth inning and two in the 
sixth and trailed 7-4 after five. 
The Bengals tallied four runs in 
the sixth and another run in the 
seven, when the contest was 
called due to the eight-run rule. 

Quin Stokes and 
Charles Hill, both of Carthage, 
each had a double and single to 
Jead the EC offense. Donnie Tabb. 


of Neshoba Central, Andre Yates. 


of Grenada, Richie Long of 
Carthage, and Vincent Kortbawi, 
a product of Hale County High 
School in Moundville, Ala., had 
singles each. Kortbawi, Stokes 


and Ernie Triplett of Louisville 


were credited with an RBI each. 

Gabriel Thibodeaux 
and Zach Kirksey homered to 
lead LSU-Eunice. 

Starter Tyler Daiton of 
Winston Academy was among 
five hurlers for EC and took the 
loss. The right-hander allowed 
one earned run on two hits dur- 
ing 1/3 inning. 

The EC/LSU-Eunice 


CART HAC match-up was set up by the Dia- 


mond Warriors’ 12-8 loss to 


NEWTON Hinds earlier Saturday. 


SPIRIT O 
MERIDIA 


After the Eagles had 
taken an early 4-0 lead, East Cen- 
tral rallied to take a 6-5 advan- 
tage on Richie Long’s two-run 
homer in the bottom of the 
fourth. But Hinds regained the 
lead at 8-6 on Nick 
Schneeberger’s three-run blast in 
the sixth. The Diamond Warriors 
tied the contest at 8-8 on Andre 


Yates’ sacrifice fly in the sev- 
deadlock in the eighth inning on 
Grant Morris’s two-run triple 
frame and held on for the win. 

Right-hander Allen 
the loss in relief. Johnson hurled 
7 1/3 innings, allowing four 
earned runs on nine hits. He also 
fanned four batters and walked 
three. 

East Central began 
tournament action Thursday by 
outscoring LSU-Eunice 14-10. 

» Donnie Tabb and 
Vincent Kortbawi had three hits 
each to lead the offense and 
southpaw Colton Mitchell shut 
down the LSU-Eunice offense 
over the final three innings to 
clinch the victory. 

Tabb, a centerfielder 
and Neshoba Central product, 
went three-for-six at the plate 
with a double and two singles. 
He also had two RBIs and scored 

Third-baseman 
Kortbawi, a product of Hale 
County High School in 
singles, knocked in a run and 

Also having produc- 
tive performances at the plate 
were Andre Yates of Grenada, 
and Quin Stokes and Charles 
Hill, both of Carthage, two 
singles each. Richie Long of 
Carthage, Blake Lawson of 
Biloxi and Emie Triplett of Lou- 
also the top run producer with 
three RBIs. 

Right-hander Barry 
Meeks was the starter and al- 
lowed three earned runs on nine 
hits through 3 1/3 innings. He 
fanned two batters and walked 
two. Meeks is a product of Pa- 
trician Academy in Sweetwater, 
Ala. Mitchell (8-4) hurled the 
final 5 2/3 innings in relief, al- 
lowing just three hits and no 
earned runs. He also fanned four 
batters and walked five. 

, LSU-Eunice defeated 
Hinds twice Sunday to win the 
tournament and a berth in the 
NJCAA Division II World Se- 
ries in Enid, Oklahoma. 
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The Warriors had plenty of opportunities. Hinds walked 12 ECCC batters, but the Warriors 
stranded 18 runners. 


Conner Butts, in relief of starter Chase Wroten, posted the victory. 

The Eagles got two home runs and two singles from Brodnax. Polzin and Schneeburger 
each homered and singled, while Manny Estrada and Michael Busby each doubled and 
singled. Ryan Nance had a triple. 

Starter Allen Johnson lasted 4 2/3 innings and took the loss for ECCC. 


Charles Hill and Richie Long each had a double and a single, while Ricardo Velez and Blake 
Lawson each doubled. Donnie Tabb, Quin Stokes and Andre Yates each singled. 


LATE SCORES 
Hinds 12 


East Central 9 


The Hinds Community College Eagles are in the driver's seat of the MACJC Baseball 
Tournament. 


The Eagles got a bases-loaded triple from Tyler Wells in the top of the 10th inning and beat 
the East Central Community College Warriors 12-9 Friday afternoon in the winner's bracket 
game. 


East Central led 6-1 after four innings, but the Eagles scored at least one run in each inning 
from the fifth through the 10th innings. 


ECCC led 6-3 after six, but Hinds went up 7-6 going into the bottom of the seventh. 
However, the Warriors went up 8-7 after seven and they led 9-8 after eight. Hinds tied it in the 
ninth and won it in the 10th. 


The Warriors got two singles each from Tabb, Long, Stokes and Hill. Lawson and Vincent 
Kortbawi added doubles, while Yates and Velez had singles. 


Colton Mitchell, the sixth of six pitchers for ECCC, took the loss. He gave up four runs (three 
earned), four hits, walked one and struck out two. Barry Meeks started, went four innings, 
allowed one run, two hits, walked none and struck out one. He left with the Warriors leading 6- 
if 


East Central 8 —— 


Pearl River 7 
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Hinds tops East Central for state championship 


from school reports 
The Meridian Star 


JACKSON — Justin Brodnax belted two home runs, while Zach Polzin and Nick 
Schneeburger also had home runs to help the Hinds Community College Eagles to an 11-7 
victory against East Central Community College ‘n the championship game of the MACJC 
Tournament on a wet Saturday afternoon at Smith-Wills Stadium. 


The Eagles (30-19) won the tournament in three straight games and will now host the 
Region 23 Tournament Thursday through Saturday at Joe G. Moss Field on the Raymond 
campus. 


East Central falls to 38-17, but the Warriors — along with Pearl River and LSU-Eunice — 
will complete the regional tournament field. The winner of the Region 93 Tournament will head 
to the NJCAA Division || World Series May 29-June of 


Saturday s game lasted 3 hours, 35 minutes, not including three rain delays, which totaled 
an hour and 21 minutes. 


Hinds never trailed on Saturday. They led 2-1 after two innings, 4-2 after three and 4-3 after 
four. They increased the margin to 8-4 after five and 9-4 after six. The Warriors trailed 10-6 
after seven innings. 





JUCO SOFTBALL 


Warriors 
win opener 
at national 


tournament 


The East Central Commu- 
nity College was hoping to get 
strong pitching performances 
in the NJCAA Division II 
national tournament. 

One game in and the War- 


riors got just . 
Beak ae EAST CENTRAL 


Taylor ) 
Bailey 

blanked 

Mott (Mich.) 


Community 

College 7-0. sneetl 
East Cen- 

tral’s second 

game of the 

first day of 

the tourna- 

ment against Johnson County 
(Kan.) was postponed due to 
In the opener, Bailey 
allowed just five hits and 
struck out six. The Bears got 
a leadoff single from Bridget 
Miller in the first inning, but 
after a sacrifice bunt moved 
Miller to second, Bailey 
responded with a pair of 
strikeouts. Mott wouldn't seri- 


See Warriors on page BS —— 


WARRIORS from page F 
ously threaten again until the sixth 
when East Central led 5-0. 


~ There, Crystal Goin singled with . 


one out and Rachel Brown followed 
with a double to put two runners in 
scoring position. Bailey again rose 
to the occasion, though, getting a 
r of groundouts to the mound. 
Fast Central's offense, mean- 
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while, found some footing in the 
third, but the Warriors (45-9) were 
unable to break the game open. 
Morgan Malone opened the inning 
with a single, followed by a Bailey 
single. With one out, Summer 
Alexander delivered an RBI double 
to give East Central the lead. One 
out later, Kasie Buckley walked to 
load the bases but Mott's Elizabeth 
Rockman got out of the jam. 

She wasn’t so lucky an inning 





WEEK OF 


later. Following a leadoff double 
from Hannah Lee, Malone singled 
and Lauren Nicholas delivered an 
RBI single with one out. Alexander 
then singled to load the bases, 
leading to an RBI for Hailey 
Chisolm after drawing a walk. East 
Central added two more runs when. 
Buckley reached on an error _ ” 
The Warriors, who added two. 
more runs in the sixth, banged out 
13 hits. - 
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Hinds CC photo 
East Central Community 
College’s Andre Yates takes a 
throw at second base 
Thursday against LSU-Eunice. 


East Central 
outlasts 
LSU-Eunice 


from school reports 


RAYMOND — LSU-Eunice 
Bengals coach Jeff Willis used 
eight pitchers in the NJCAA 
Region 23 Tournament 
opening __ EAST CENTRAL 


game, a 14- 


10 loss to 

the East | 
Central . 
Warriors on 


Thursday. ij. : 
The War. LSU-EUNICE 


riors never 
trailed in 
the ball- 
game 


although 

the Bengals pulled within one 
run in the sixth inning. The 
second-seeded Bengals 
walked 12 runners, giving too 
many opportunities for the 
No. 3 seed Warriors to capi- 
talize. 


The tournament is being 
hosted at Hinds Community 
College after the Eagles won 
the MACIJC state tournament 
on May 15 at Smith-Wills sta- 
dium in Jackson... 

LSU-E now falls in the 
loser’s bracket and will play 
again today at 3:30 p.m. 
against the loser of Game 2 
between Hinds and Pearl 
River. The second game was 
postponed Thursday night to 
a noon start today. East Cen- 
tral is the first team in the 
winner’s bracket and will face 

of the winner of the 
Hinds/Pearl River game today 
at 7 p.m. 

The Warriors (39-18) had 
standout performances from 
several players at the plate — 
but none more so than Donnie 
Tabb. Tabb, a centerfielder 
from Neshoba Central, went 


See ECCC on page BS 
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_ ‘ . ) * a out to 
Reliever Colton Mitchell just two innings facing 16 the Bengals jumped out te 
ECCC from page BI : 










«cad up the win going batters and allowing six a 5-2 eon ey aly 
+ ee 523 runs all earned. | rt Third a 
| the repuaiine . Meeks had a chance to secon Se im = 

tworuns scored on @ Palr late by speedy leadoff allowing only one run buta _ though he fer com 
of doubles. Warriors : eed Aulds. Aulds had ~~ mishan died potential Agee oe Ae win thanl 
starter Barry Mecks went REE if and two RBIs. double play bir second’ ‘fo his teammates clutch 
3.13 innings, giving UP arr Chance Mistric was baseman Andre Yates scHe | 
Rag Ha papetee sare tbbed with the loss going opened the floodgates and itting. 
— allowing nine hits. 
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NJCAA DIVISION I] SOFTBALL NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


Warriors finis 


ECCC’s Buckley 


hopesof 2 national championship 


The Warriors’ consolation 


named top prize was a fourth-place finish 
offensive player — Nicaa pisses hon time 
iS : NIC! vision IT nation 
Dp y championship eka ae 
from staff reports After defeating Mississippi 
e Coast 42 earlier Saturday, the 
Warriors allowed eight runs in 
One bad inning cost East Cen- the fifth to dowa Lakes to get run- 
tral Community College its ruled 102. 








“I was disappointed,” East 


Central coach Scott Hill said. 
“But looking back, it was a great 
year.” 


The Warriors finished 47-11, 

East Central actually led lowa 
Lakes 2-0, scoring one run in the 
first and another in the fourth, as 
Kasie Buckley hit a home run 
and singled to drive in Hailey 
Chisolm, who had doubled. How- 
ever, lowa Lakes tied it in the 








rth in nation 


bottom of the fourth before 
erupting in the fifth. 

Taylor Bailey suffered the 
loss for East Central, allowing 
eight runs — six earned — on 
six hits in four-plus innings. She 
struck out six while walking one. 
Buckley relieved and retired two 
in the fifth but also allowed a pair 
of unearned runs on two hits and 
a walk. 

Buckley also homered against 


Gulf Coast, driving in two runs 
and scoring twice as she finished 
3-for-4. The Newton County 
product was named the tourna- 
ment's Most Outstanding Offen- 
sive Player after going 7-for-13 
with a double and three home 
runs in the Warriors’ five games, 
She also scored five runs and 


drove in seven, Bailey was also 


named to the All-Tournament 
team. 
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Valuable Pitcher; infielder 
Andre Yates of Grenada, 
Most Valuable Defensive 
Player: utility player Charles 
Hill, Most Improved Player, 
and first baseman/pitcher 
Richie Long, Most Valuable 
Offensive Player. Hill and 
Long are both from 
Carthage. 

Triplett, who served as 
team co-captain, batted .299 
with a home run and four 
doubles. He also collected 24 
RBI. Triplett, a sophomore 
and product of Louisville 
High School, plans to contin- 
ue his baseball career at 
Delta State University. 
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Johnson, a sophomore 
right-hander, posted a 6-4 
record and had a 5.10 earned 
run average. He led in 
innings pitched (72 1/3) and 
strikeouts (57). Johnson, a 
Leake Academy product, will 
continue his basebalb career 
at Belhaven College. 

Yates, who spent most of 
the season at second base, 
posted a .941 fielding per- 
centage, The sophomore also 
batted .339 with three home 
runs, two triples, and 11 dou- 
bles, and was credited with 
28 RBI. Yates, a product of 
Grenada High School, plans 
to continue his baseball 
career at the University of 
North Alabama, 

Hill batted .308 and had 
had five home runs, two 
triples. 16 doubles. and 54 
RBL 

Long posted a team-best 
419 batting average and also 
led in home runs (14), dou- 
bles (17), RBI (73) and total 
hits (80). He was also select- 
ed All-Region 23 and first 
team MACIC All-State. 

Hill and Long are both 
freshmen. 

Awards were presented by 
head coach Neal Holliman 
and assistants Michael 
Avalon and Hunter Vick. 

The Warriors were run- 
ners-up in the MACIC State 
Baseball Tournament and 
advanced to Region 23 
Tournament competition 
before finishing with a 39-20 
record, 
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Countians haul in 
EC baseball awards 


Recipients of various 
baseball team awards for 
2010 were recently 
announced at East Cen- 
tral Community College 
in Decatur. 


Honorees include 
Two bowl 
series over 


700 mark 


Both Roman Ingram 
and Jeremy Wilcher 
bowled top game scores of 
279 at Funtime Roll-R- 
Bowl on Monday, May 31, 
and both put together 
three-game series topping 
the 700-point mark, 

Ingram finished the 
night with a total of 737 
which also included 
games of 234 and 224. 

Wilcher’s series total 
was 723 with games of 
228 and 216 in addition to 
his game of 279. 

Other top scores dur- 
ing the Monday Night 
Sonshine League includ- 
ed: 

Chip Tate, 232; Jason 





CARTHA sistrunk, 226: A.T. Dis- 
NEWTO! ™muke, 210; James Jeffers, 


206; Allen Moudy, 204; 


SPIRIT € and Mike Brown, 200. 
MERIDIAN STAR 


pitcher/outfielder Ernie 
Triplett of Louisville, 
most valuable player: 
Allen Johnson of Lena, 
mest valuable pitcher; 
infielder Andre Yates of 
Grenada, most valuable 
defensive player: utility 
player Charles Hill, most 
improved player, and first 
baseman/pitcher Richie 
Long. most valuable 
offensive player, both of 
Carthage. 

* Triplett, who served 
as team co-captain, batted 
.299 with a home run and 
four doubles. He also col- 
lected 24 RBIs. Triplett, a 
sophomore and product of 
Louisville High School, 
plans to continue his 


baseball career at Delta - 


State University, 

* Johnson, a sopho- 
more right-hander, posted 
a 6-4 record and had a 
5.10 earned run average. 
He led in innings pitched 
(72 1/3) and strikeouts 
(57). . 
A Leake Academy 
product, he will continue 
his baseball career at Bel- 
haven College. 


* Yates, who spent 


most of the season at sec- 
ond base, posted a .941 
fielding percentage, The 
sophomore also batted 


.339 with three home 


runs, two triples and 11 


doubles, and was credited 
with 28 RBIs. 


Yates, a product of 


Grenada High School, 
plans to continue his 
baseball career at the 
University of North 
Alabama. 

* Hill, Carthage High 
School alumnus, batted 
.808 and had five home 
runs, two triples, 16 dou- 
bles and 54 RBIs. 

* Long, also a gradu- 
ate of CHS, posted a 
team-best .419 batting 
average and also led in 
home runs (14), doubles 
(17), RBIs (73) and total 
hits (80). He was also 
selected All-Region 23 and 
first team MACJC All- 
State. 

Hill and Long are both 
freshmen. 

Awards were present- 
ed by head coach Neal 
Holliman and assistants 
Michael Avalon and 
Hunter Vick. 

The Diamond Warriors 
were runners-up in the 
MACJC State Baseball 
Tournament and 


«advanced to Region 23 


Tournament competition 


= = 


before finishing with a 39- 


20 record. 
CLARION-LEDGER 


Local East Central students named to 
NJCAA Academic All-American Team 


Eleven East Central Community College stu- 
dent-athletes have been named National Junior 
College Athletic Association (NJCAA) Academic 
All-Americans for 2009-10. 

Eight student-athletes qualified as NJCAA 
Distinguished Academic All-Americans for main- 
taining a 3.8 grade point average or above, and 
include tennis players Abby McMillan and Elise 
Gibbs, both of Newton, and Jason Hancock of 
Decatur; softball and basketball player Hannah 
Lee of Philadelphia; softball player Brittney 
Cochran of Hickory; and soccer team members 
Brandy Greer of Carthage, Mamie Shannon of 


Philadelphia and Jared Mullins of Tupelo. 

Student-athletes chosen NJCAA Academic All- 
Americans, those with at least a 3.6 grade point 
average, include football player Jordan Vance of 
Decatur, soccer team member Alanna Fairchild 
and golfer Griffin Burke, both of Philadelphia. 

To qualify as NJCAA Academic All- 
Americans, student-athletes must have completed 
three semesters of college work and participated in 
at least one athletic season. 

Recipients of the prestigious honor will be fea- 
tured in an upcoming issue of the NJCAA publica- 
tion, JUCO Review. 





rast Central Community College announces Diamo 


Recipients of various baseball team 
awards for 2010 were recently 
announced at East Central Community 
College in Decatur. 

Honorees include pitcher/outfielder 
Ernie Triplett of Louisville, most valu- 
able player; Allen Johnson of Lena, 
most valuable pitcher; infielder Andre 
Yates of Grenada, most valuable defen- 
sive player; utility player Charles Hill, 


most improved player, and first base- 
man/pitcher Richie Long, most valu- 
able offensive player, both of Carthage. 

Triplett, who served as team co-cap- 
tain, batted .299 with a home run and 
four doubles. He also collected 24 
RBIs. Triplett, a sophomore and prod- 
uct of Louisville High School, plans to 
continue his baseball career at Delta 
State University. 


Johnson, a sophomore right-hander, 
posted a 6-4 record and had a 5.10 
earned run average. He led in innings 
pitched (72 1/3) and strikeouts (57). 
Johnson, a Leake Academy product, 
will continue his baseball career at 
Belhaven College. 

Yates, who spent most of the season 
at second base, posted a .941 fielding 
percentage. The sophomore also batted 


nd Warrior baseball team awards : 


-339 with three home runs, two triples 
apr 224 11 doubles, and was credited with 
28 RBIs. Yates, a product of Grenada 
High School, plans to continue his base- 


hits (80). He was also se 


ting average and also led in home ru 

< MES 
(14), doubles (17), RBIs (73) and total 
lected Ajl- 


i 
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Tabb picked by 
New York Mets 





Sentral Community 
Coles baseball standout 


Donnie Tabb’ of Neshoba 
Central was from 
chosen by the school 
New York 
Mets last TePorts 
Wednesday in the 43rd round 
of the 2010 3 
Major League | 
Baseball Draft. 

Tabb, the 


1,292nd_ pick | 
overall in the |=) 7 
draft, was fe | 
mostly a center | 7 |” 
fielder for the | 


who were state 
tournament 
runners-up and 
finished 39-20 
under fourth- | 24 
head | 49 \; 


year by 
coach Neal | 
Holliman. 
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The Neshoba Central 
High School product also 
saw action as a pitcher, sec- 
ond baseman, shortstop, and 
all three outfield positions. 

A second-team MACJC 
All-State selection, Tabb 
foe a .345 batting average 
> with three 
| home runs, two 
| | triptes, and 16 
| doubles this 
| past season. He 
| also collected 
| 49 RBI and 

| scored 59 runs. 

| Another for- 
| mer Neshoba 
| Central player, 
Ole Miss pitch- 
er David 
‘| Goforth, was 
4| picked in the 
3ist round by 
the Cleveland 
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All-Region, All-State Honors 


East Central Community College base- (i 


ball standouts Quinn Stokes (center) and a | 


Richie Long, both of Carthage, were = 


selected on the 2010 All-Region 23 and 
MACIC All-State baseball squads fol- 
lowing the Diamond Warriors’ 39-20 : 
campaign. The awards were presented by 
head coach Neal Holliman (left). Stokes 
batted .344 with 10 home runs, two 
triples, 11 doubles and 51 RBI. Long bat- | 
ted .419 average with 14 homers, 17 dou- 
bles, and 73 RBI. | 
ECCC photo — 
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MITCHELL POSTS WIN 


Freshman hurler Colton Mitchell of Lake prepares to deliv- 
er a pitch during East Central Community College’s 12-4 win 
over the visiting Jones County Junior College Bobcats earli- 
er this spring. Mitchell allowed four runs on four hits in reg- 
istering the victory, which completed a doubleheader 
sweep of the visiting Bobcats. Mitchell also fanned four bat- 


ters and walked four. 
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Paula Merritt/The Meridian Star 
East Centre! Community College star Donnie Tabb, shown 
pitching for Neshoba Central in 2009, was drafted by the 
New York Mets in the 43rd round of the MLB draft 
Wednesday. 


Mets ‘Tabb’ ECCC 
star in MLB draft 
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By Danie! Rigdon 
dr| don@themeridianstar.com 





East Central Commu- 
nity College baseball 
standout Donnie Tabb 
was a do-it-all player for 
the Diamond Warriors in 
the 2010 season, 

The Neshoba Central 
product ES. 
played 
six dif- 
ferent 
positions 
for East 
Central. 
including | — 
pitcher, 
short- 
Stop, 
second 
base, left, 
right and center field. 
Wherever ECCC coach 
Neal Holliman needed the 
freshman to play he per- 
formed exceptionally. 
That being said, it doesn't 
come as a surprise that 
Tabb was taken 
Wednesday in the MLB 
Draft by the New York 
Mets in the 43rd round. 

"He's a great player for 
us, Said Holliman. "He 
played anywhere from 
left, center, right, short, 
second and pitcher for us. 
He was so versatile and 
allowed us to do so many 
different things in the 
lineup because of that ver- 
salility. Mainly he was 
center field," 

Holliman has known 
Tabb for some time now 
and has enjoyed watching 
Tabb come into his own 
as a player and a person, 

he Warrior freshman hit 
.345 with three home 
runs, 16 doubles and two 
doubles in earning 
second-team All-State 
honors. He also drove in 
48 runs and scored 55 
times. 

"I've known him for 
three years now and it has 
been really interesting to 
see him develop and 
mature not only asa 
player, but as a person," 
added Holliman. "He's got 
a very good work ethic 
and comes from a really 
good family. He's got 
things headed in the right 
direction as a player and 
as an individual," 





Tabb 


myname — 








Tabb, the 1,292nd pick 
overall in the draft, as well 
as his family, were excited 
when they heard the news 


he had been taken. 


"Its great! It really is a 
great feeling," said Tabb. 
"My family and I had been 
watching the draft. I had 
walked in the kitchen and 





came up 
and my 
family got 


Henderson 


for the longest and it 
finally happened, I'm 
thankful I got drafted." 

East Central will have 
to do without it's mullti- 
skilled star for the 201] 
season as Tabb intends on 
moving on and become a 
part of the Mets organiza- 
tion. 


"I'm going to go ahead 
and go," said Tabb. "I 
talked to coach Holliman 
and he said if this is what 
I want then go ahead and 
go and that he was happy 
for me." 

Tabb believes that he 
will succeed in his 
endeavor and plans to use. 
the same work ethic that 
got him to the point he is 
at now. . 

"I think I'm going to do 
fine. I'm going to be 
devoted and work hard," 
added Tabb. 
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East Central Community College’s Donnie Tabb 
has signed with the New York Mets. Tabb, a 
freshman standout this past season, has reported 
- to the organization's Class A squad in St. Lucie, 
Florida. Tabb is a graduate of Neshoba Central 
High school and was selectd in the 43rd round of 
the Major League Baseball Draft in June. He was 
the 1,292nd pick overall. | 
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EC’s Tabb 


Donnie Tabb is officially a profes- 


sional baseball player. 

Tabb, a freshman standout this past 
season at East Central from 
Community College in gehool 
Decatur, recently signed a 
contract with the New ReneS 
York Mets and has reported to the orga- 
nization’s Class A squad in St. Lucie, 
Fla., announced Neal Holliman, ECCC 
head baseball coach. Terms of the con- 





The Neshoba Central High School 
product was selected in the 43rd round 
of the Major League Baseball Draft in 
June. He was the 1,292nd pick overall. 

Tabb, who played six different posi- 
tions for East Central’s 39-20 squad in 


~ 2010, was praised by Holliman for not 


only his skills as an athlete but for the 
type person he is on and off the field. 
“He’s been a great player for us,” said 


Holliman, whose Warriors finished state 
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with New York Mets 


in the Region 23 Tournament.” He 
played anywhere — from left, center or 
nght field to shortstop, second base and 
pitcher. He was so versatile and allowed 
us to do so many things in the lineup 
because of that versatility. Mainly he 
played centerfield,” 

Tabb, a second-team MACIC All- 
State selection, posted a .345 batting 
average in 2010 with three home runs, 
two triples and 16 doubles. He also col- 








tract were not disclosed. tournament runners-up and finished third lected 49 RBI and scored 59 runs. 
APPEARED IN: 
CARTHAGINIAN NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
NEWTON COUNTY APPEAL SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 
SPIRIT OF MORTON WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 
MERIDIAN STAR CLARION-LEDGER 


WEEK OF 








ECCC PHOTO 


TURNER JOINS DIAMOND 
WARRIOR PROGRAM 
elle eer po eins ts 


munity College in Decatur. Turner was among area student-athletes joining the College’s 

program for 2010-11 during a scholarship signing ceremony held Friday, January 15 
in the Gold Room of Mabry Memorial Cafeteria. Pictured with the new Diamond Warrior are 
(seated) his mother, Donna Kimble, and (standing from left) Neal Holliman, ECCC head base- 
ball coach, and Diamond Warrior assistants Hunter Vick and Michael Avalon. 
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ALFORD INKS WITH EAST 
CENTRAL CC 
Dillon Alford (middie), a left-handed pitcher at Morton High School, is shown signing a 
national letter of intent to continue his athletic career at East Central Community College in 


Decatur. pers ne nenone oe student-athletes joining the College's baseball program for 
di asch ip signing ceremony held Friday, January 15 in the Gold Room of 





Mabry NV al Cafeteria. Pictured with the new Diamond Warrior are (seated from left) his 
rents Donna ad Donavan Alford; and (standing from left) Neal Holliman, ECCC head base- 
ball coach, and Diamond Warrior assistants Hunter Vick and Michael Avalon 
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ECCC 
sweeps 
Delgado 


from submitted reports 


The Warriors of East 
Central Community Col- 
lege men's and women's 
basketball team swept the 
Delgado Dolphins 
Thursday in junior college 
basketball action. 

Trailing 53-41 at the 
half, ECCC's mens team 
(5-6) rallied to take a 86-75 
victory over Delgado (8-9). 
The Warriors were led on 
offense by Antonio Grace 
with 19 points. Steve 
Edwards added 15 points 
while Kendall Jackson fin- 
ished with 14 points. 
Keondre Hodges and Ken- 
neth Thomas also finished 
in double-digits for the 
Warriors. 


ECCC Women 58 
Delgado 51 


~The Lady Warriors of 
ECCC (7-4) grabbed a 58- 
5q win over the Delgado 
Lady Dolphins (5-10). 
Four players finished 
the night with eight points 
for the Lady Warriors, 
Bianca Thomas, Sierra 
Croff, Danielle Cole, and 
Hannah Lee. 
The Warriors and Lady 
Warriors will be back in 
action Saturday at home 
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Tip time changes 
for ECCC hoops 


East Central Commu- 
nity College’s basketball 
squads begin 2010 compe- 
tition by hosting Delgado 
Community College 
Thursday, January 7 in 
the Brackeen-Wood Physi- 
cal Education Building on 
the Decatur campus. 

Women’s action begins 
at 2 p.m. followed by the 
men’s contest at 4. Game 
times were previously 
scheduled for 6 and 8 p.m. 

The Lady Warriors 
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enter the non-division 
matchup with a 6-4 over- 
all mark and the Warriors 
are 4-6. 

ECCC squads will also 
host Coahoma Communi- 
ty College Saturday at 2 
p.m. 

Both will resume 
MACJC South Division 
competition by taking on 
Southwest Mississippi 
Community College 
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changes 
time for 
Delgado 


East Centra] Community 
College's basketball. squads 
begin 2010 competition by 
hosting Delgado Community 
COLL &. Cyn teom 
Thursday in the 7 
Brackeen-Wood 
Physical reports 
Education Building on the 
Decatur campus. 

Women’s action begins at 
2 p.m. followed by the men's 
contest at 4 p.m. Game times 
were previous- 
ly scheduled fs 
for 6 and 8 gy 
p.m, a 

Billy 
Smith's. Lady 
Warriors enter 
the non-division matchup 
with a 6-4 overall mark and 
the Warriors, led by head 
coach Maurice Bowie, are 4- 
6, 

ECCC squads will also 
host Coahoma Community 
‘College on Saturday. The 
women’s game starts at 2 
p.m. followed by the men’s 
battle at 4 p.m, in Brackeen- 
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C women win pair 
The East Central EC women 57 
Community College basket- Coahoma 39 
| ball teams 2 Eg Delgado Yolanda Jones pumped 
and split with Coahoma in in 16 points to lead EC to 
last week’s hoops action. Saturday’s win at Decatur. 










EC women 58 EC, 8-4, also got eight 
Delgado 51 _— points from Danielle Cole 






Bianca Thomas, Sierra and seven from Hannah Lee. 
Croff, Danielle Cole, and Coahoma 80 
‘Hannah Lee had eight EC men Go. 
points apiece in leading the The Tigers outscored EC 
| Lady Warriors to 46-32, in the second half to 
Thursday's win at Decatur. _ pull away in Saturday’s con- | 
The Lady Warriors, 7-4, test at Decatur. 
led 28-21 at halftime. Steve Edwards, a 6-foot 
EC men 86 sophomore guard from) 
Delgado 75 Newton, tallied 17 points to 
_ Antonio Grace of lead the Warriors, 5-7. 
Newton had 19 points to Kenneth Thomas and 
leads the Warriors. Steve Newton’s Keondre Hodges | 
Edwards tossed in 15 and had 10 each. Shelton Banks | 
Kendall Jackson added 14. added nine points for the 
EC led 53-41 at the half. Warriors. - 
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EC squads swept at Southwest 


Playing on the road for the 
first time in 2010 was not a 
pleasant experience for East 
Central Community College 
basketball squads who dropped 
MACIJC South Division con- 
tests to Southwest Mississippi 
Community College Monday in 
Summit. 

The Lady Warriors. were 
unable to overcome a 50-23 
halftime deficit and fell 80-68, 
and the Warriors’ second-half 
rally also fell short in a 73-66 
decision. 

Sophomore guard Hannah 
Lee of Philadelphia pumped in 
18 points to lead the EC women, 
who fell to 8-5 overall and 0-2 in 
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division play. Lee is a former 
standout at Leake Academy. 

Also scoring were Shantel 
Neely, a product of Searcy 
(Ark.) High School, 13; Yolanda 
Jones of Lake, nine; Danielle 
Cole of Philadelphia, eight; 
Quentinette Odom of Scott Cen- 
tral, seven; Shanequa Bufkin of 
Scott Central, six; Demetria 
Slocum, a product of Bradford 
High School in Starke, Fla., five; 
and Alise Bryant of Northwest 
Rankin, two. 

Octavia Bearden had 20 
points to lead the Lady Bears, 
who improved to 5-3 and 1-1. 

In the men’s contest, fresh- 
man guard Kenondre Hodges of 


NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 


Newton lead the Warriors with 
15 points. 

EC squads host Hinds Com- 
munity College Thursday night. 
Women’s action begins at 6 p.m. 
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Appeal Sports Editor 


The East Central Com- 
munity College Lady ‘Warriors 
went 1-1 on the hardwood last 
week, while the Warnors lost 
both of their games. 

~ The Lady Warriors entered 
the week with a 9-5 overall 
record and a 1-2 MACIC 
South Division mark. 

The EC men were 5-9 and 
1-2. 

After going to Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Community on 
Tuesday, the Warnors and 
Lady Warriors host Pearl 
River on Thursday beginning 


at 6 p.m, - 
Southwest 80 
EC women 68 


The Lady Warriors fell to 
Q-2 in the division and 8-5 
overall on January 11 at 
Summit, 

Southwest put the game 
away in the first half as the 
Lady Bears carried a 50-23 
lead into halftime. 

Hannah Lee pumped tn 18 
points to lead EC. Shantel 
Neely added 13. points, 
Yolanda Jones scored nine, 
Danielle Cole eight, 
Quentinette Odom. seven, 
and Shanequa Bufkin six. 

Octavia Bearden led 
Southwest, 5-3 and 1-1, with 
20 points. 

Southwest 73 

EC men 66 

The Warriors fell to 1-1 in 
the division and 5-8 overall 
with the January |1 loss at 
Summit. 

The Bears carried a 38-27 
lead into halftime as they 
improved to 2-0 and 2-6. 

Keondre Hodges of 
Newton had 15 points to lead 
the Warriors. Shelton Banks 
added 14 points, Kenny 
Thomas scored 12, and Steve 
Edwards and Antonio Grace, 


— both of Newton, had 10 each. 
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EC women rally past Finds 





EC’s Antonio Grace of Newton soars to the basket 


against Hinds. 


D.J. Lewis led Southwest 
with 14 points. 

EC women 63 

Hinds 58 

A 28-4 run in the second 
half turned around Thursday’s 
division contest at Decatur. 

The Lady Warriors trailed 
35-31 at halftime and were 
down 41-31 before scoring 
28 of the next 32 points to 
take a 59-45 lead. 

Danielle Cole scored 18 
points to lead EC as the Lady 
Warriors improved to 9-5 
overall and 1-2 in the division. 

Hannah Lee tossed in 10 
points for EC. Yolanda Jones 
scored eight, Demetria 
Slocum had seven, Bianca 
Thomas and Shantel Neely 
both scored six, and Sierra 
Croff of Newton County, 
added five. 

Kiana McCarty had 17 
points and Lilly Porter added 
15 to lead Hinds. The Lady 


Photo by Marty Stamper 


Bulldogs fell to 4-10 and 
also 1-2. 

Hinds 83 

EC men 62 

The Warriors dropped to 
5-9 overall and |-2 in league 
play with Thursday’s loss at 
Decatur. 

Hinds, which entered the 
contest ranked No. 19 
nationally, improved to 13-1 
and 3-0. 

Hinds led 36-29 at halftime 
and outscored the Warriors 47- 
33 over the final 20 minutes. 

Kenneth Thomas led EC 
with 16 points. Also scoring 
were Antonio Grace of 
Newton with 10 points, 
Jasper Bronson and Kendall 
Jackson with eight each, 
Jonathan McLenden with 
seven, Steve Edwards of 
Newton with six, and 
Shelton Banks with five. 

Chris. Wallace had 21 
points to lead Hinds. 
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play. Hinds improved to’ 13-1 College Tuesday, Jan, Ag. 
and 3-0. Women’s action begins a 

Sophomore guard Keiiotn p.m. followed by the m mets 
Thomas of Jackson Provide led Lake ws a 
East Central with 16 Lady Warriors and Wat- 
Also scoring were Anton nt host Pearl River Commi- 
Grace of N - yy College squads 

of Newton, 10; Jaspe Jan. 21, cining WS pn 
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JCIJC placed five players 
in double figures, led by 
Tanecka Carey’s 24 points , 
to roll past East Central. 

_ With her team trailing 40- 
39, Dominique Evans con- 
verted a 3-point play to start 


,the second half and put the 


Bobcats up for good 42-40. 
ECCC’s Shantel Neely 
converted a 3-point play with 

12:07 remaining and pulled 
the Warriors within 55-50. 
Danielle Cole had 23 
points for the Warriors, 
while Shantel Neely had 15. 
— from school reports 


Jones County 99 
East Central men 89 


Jones County placed 
four players in double fig- 


ures, led by Brandon 


Wilson’s 28 points, as the 
Bobcats remained at least 
tied for first place in the 
division. 

Wilson, a NJCAA Pre- 
season All-American for- 
ward, also had nine 
rebounds for the Bobcats. 

Kenneth Thomas paced 
the Warriors with 26 points. 
Kendall Jackson added 15. 
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DECATUR — Yolanda 
Jones’ three-point shot late 
in- overtime gave East Cen- 
tral Community College 
the lead for good and the 
Lady Warriors held on for a 
thrilling 84-83 victory over 


Pearl River Community 


College Thursday night in 


4 Jones, a sophomore 


guard and Lake High 


School graduate, scored 25 


In the men’s ‘contest; EC 
dropped another close con- 
test as the Warriors fell 59- 
54 to the visiting Wildcats, 

Scorers included Shel- 
ton Banks of Morton, five, 
and Kendrick McKee of 
Scott Central, three. 
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Winless week for EC 





East Central Community 





more guard from Philadel- 


ege’s basketball squads - -phia, had 23 points to lead 
continue to from the Lady Warriors, who fell 
MACIC South veniets league play. 
Division compe- | Also scoring were Shantel 
tition as the Lady Warriors Neely~ with 15 points, 


and Warriors dropped deci- 
sions at Jones County Junior 


Demetria Slocum with 13, 
Yolanda Jones and Hannah 





earlier 80-77 loss to East 








College and Copiah-Lincoln Lee with nine each, and 
Co College last Bianca Thomas with five. he Central. 
| . Tanecka Carey pumped in th Antonio Grace pumped in 
The Lady Warriors fellto 24 points for Jones, which ly 17 points to lead EC, which 
10-8 overall and 2-5 in the improved to 13-4 and 4-2. te _ fell to 5-13 and 1-6. Grace is 
division. Jones 99 th a product of Newton High 
The EC men dropped to EC men 89 School. | | 
5-13 and 1-6. The Warriors’ rally froma 1s Kenneth Thomas had 17, 
| Both face uphill battles to 21-point halftime deficit fell Keondre Hodges and Elijah 
qualify for the MACIC State short in the 10-point setback 1¢ Tanksley both had 11, 
Tournament, to the Bobeats. A 53-32 half- Shelton Banks had eight, and 
EC canceled games _ time deficit was too much to Kendall Jackson had six. 
scheduled for February 1 at overcome for the Warriors, Marcus Hooten poured in 
Delgado | Community whodroppedtoS-12and1-5. 0 25 points for the Wolves, 
College in New Orleans. Kenneth Thomas of rf who improved to 4-14 and 2- 
The Lady Warriors and Jackson Provine was the top 2 5. 
Warriors return to action scorer for EC with 26 points. |- | The Warriors trailed 33- 
Thursday by hosting division Kendall Jackson had 15, 25 athalftime. — 
rival Southwest Mississippi Keondre Hodges and Steve 
Community College. Edwards, both Newton prod- 
Jones 93 ucts, added 13 each; Antonio 
EC women $2 Grace, also of Newton, had 
The EC women were not 12. 
able to maintain a slim 40-39 Brandon Wilson poured 
advantage at halftime and in 28 points to lead the 
were outscored 54-42 in the Bobcats, who improved to 
second half by the Lady 11-6 and 5-1. 
Bobcats. Continued on 5B... 
Danielle Cole, a sopho- See Winless... 
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ECCC basketball teams 
fall to Co-Lin squads 





Central Community 
oaees tady Warriors were 
simply overwhelmed by the 
ranked and undefeat- 

ed Copiah-Lincoln Lady Wolves 
who cruised to a 72-52 victory 
Thursday night on the Wesson 
c 

The Lady Warriors fell to 10- 
8 overall and 2-5 in division play 
following the MACJC South 
Division matchup, while the Co- 
Lin women, ranked fourth in the 
latest NJCAA poll, improved to 
Blow Bin 





were Shantel Neely, of Searcy 
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(Ark.) High School, seven; 
Quentinette Odom of Scott Cen- 
tral, six; Hannah Lee of Leake 
Academy, five; Yolanda Jones of 
‘Lake and Jakiala McWilliams of 
Neshoba Central, four each; 
Alise Bryant of Northwest 
Rankin and Demetria Slocum, a 
product of Bradford High 
School in Starke, Fla., three 
each; Bianca Thomas of 
Sebastopol, Sharae Pigues of 
Olive Branch and Sierra Croff of 
Newton County, two each; and 
Xenobia Lavender of Noxapa- 
ter, one. 

Freshman Brandi Simmons 
led Co-Lin with 20 points. Sim- 
mons is a product of Murrah 
High School in Jackson. 

EC trailed 38-25 at the break. 

In the men’s contest, four 
Warriors scored in double fig- 
ures but their efforts fell short in 
an 80-72 decision to the home 
standing Wolves, who avenged 
an earlier 80-77 loss to East 


Central. 

Sophomore guard Antonio: 
Grace pumped in 17 points to: 
lead EC, which fell to 5-13. and: 
1-6, Grace is a product of New- 
ton High School, 

Also scoring were Kenneth 
Thomas ‘of Jackson Provine, 17; 
Keondre Hodges of Newton and 
Elijah Tanksley of Meridian, || 
each; Shelton Banks of Morton,- 
eight; Kendall Jackson of 
Columbus, six; and Jonathan 
McLenden, a product of Alief’ 
Hastings High School in Hous- 
ton, Texas, one. 

Marcus Hooten poured in 25) 
points for the Wolves, who: 
improved to 4-14 and 2-5, 

EC squads trave] Monday to; 
Delgado Community College in. 
New Orléans, and host South- 
west Mississippi Community: 
College Thursday night. Game’ 
times are 6.and p.m. in the 
Brackeen-Wood Physical Edu-. 
cation Building. 
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EC Lady 
| Warriors 
clip Hinds” 
Warriors’ woes 
continue 
FROM STAFF REPORTS 


DECATUR — East Cen- 
tral Community College’s 
Lady Warriors kept their 
post-season hopes alive by 
edging the’Hinds Commv- 
nity College women 69-65 
Monday. 

With the win, EC 
improved to 11-9 overall 
and 3-6 in the MACJC 
South Division. The Lady 
Warriors are in fifth place 
and on the heels of Gulf 
Coast — EC’s visiting 
opponent Thursday, 

The top four teams qual- 
ify for the MACIJC State 
Tournament, scheduled for 
February 22-25. 

The | North Division 
women's winner will host 
the tournament. Northwest 
currently Jeads the North 
with an 8-2 mark, followed 
by, Mississippi. Delta, 47:2) 
and ltawamba (7-3).. 

papeomare ya 









“Daag of Sm = 
APPEARED IN: — pa as 
CARTHAGINIAN sau [Rap 
AGIN ae 2puc . 
NEWTON COUNTY APPEA| 9-6 & yoo: jodoiseqag “Aep 
-lj wo fespomito 0} SSO} 
SPIRITOF MORTON __ seoqog 


MERIDIAN STAR 





WEEK OF 


NESHOBA DEMOCRAT _ 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 


WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 


CLARION-LEDGER 


APPEARED IN: 


CARTHAGINIAN 


EC Lady 
| Warriors 
clip Hinds” 
Warriors’ woes 
continue 
FROM STAFF REPORTS 


~ DECATUR — East Cen- 
tral Community College’s 
Lady Warriors kept their 
post-season hopes alive by 
edging the Hinds Commu- 
nity College women 69-65 
Monday. 

With the win, EC 
improved to 11-9 overall 
and 3-6 in the MACIJC 
South Division. The Lady 
Warriors are in fifth place 
and on the heels of Gulf 
Coast — EC’s visiting 
opponent Thursday. 

The top four teams qual- 
ify for the MACIJC State 
Tournament, scheduled for 
February 22-25... 

The North Division 
women’s winner will host 
the tournament. Northwest 
currently leads the North 
with an 8-2 mark, followed 
_ by, Mississippi: Delta (7-2) 
and Itawamba (7-3)., 5. 

Sophomore guard 
Danielle Cole led East Cen- 
tral with 16 points... 

Other. contributors 
included Yolanda Jones of 
Lake, 14; Shantel Neely, 
10; Demetria Slocum, nine; 
Hannah Lee, six; Sierra 
Croff and Bianca Thomas 
of Sebastopol, four each; 
and Jakiala McWilliams, 
and Shanequa Bufkin and 
Quentinette Odom, both of 


NEWTON COUNTY APPEAL scott Central, two each. 


In men’s action, EC’s 
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downward ‘slide, falling to 


~~~ the host Bulldogs by an 86- 


65 margin. 
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_ Jonathan ~~ McLenden 
scored 20 poii its to lead nd: 
Warriors, who dropped to 
> and 1-8... ae 


ner *'¢ utors 
included Elijal Tinkiiee 
and Keondre Hodges, 10 
each; Kenneth Thomas, 
eight; Steve Edwards, 
seven; Antonio Grace, five; 
oo McGee of Scott 
eniral, three; and _ 
Bronson, Sita 

The ECCC/Gulif Coast 
games begin with women's 
action at 6 p.m. in the Brac- 
keen-Wood Physical Edp- 
cation Building. 

The Lady Warriors. and 
Warriors will travel to Pear] 
River Monday night and 
host Jones County. on 
Thursday;, February 18, in 
the regular season finale. 
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Southwest sweeps EC 


.. East Central Community 
College basketball squads 
continue to from 
struggle iN school 
MACIC South) reports 
Division compe- 
tition as the Lady, Warriors 
and Warriors dropped deci- 
sions to Southwest 
Mississippi Community 
College Thursday night in 

EC’s women were clipped 
71-61 by the Lady Bears and 
the Warriors were outscored 
68-61 by the Southwest men. 

Sophomore guard 
Danielle Cole of Philadel- 
phia pumped in 15 points to 
lead the Lady Warriors, who 
fell to 10-9 overall and 2-6 in 
league play. 


Also scoring were 


Yolanda Jones with 15, 
Hannah Lee with 14, 
Demetria Slocum with 
seven, and Shantel Neely 


Octavia Bearden had 15 
points to lead the Lady 
Bears, who improved to 11-4 
and 6-2. 

EC trailed 30-22 at half- 
time. f 

Kenneth Thomas, a soph- 
omore guard from Jackson 
Provine, had 11 points to 
lead the Warriors, who 
dropped to 5-14 overall and 
1-7 in the division. 

Other point makers were 
Kendall Jackson with 10, 
Antonio Grace and Jonathan 
McLenden with eight each, 
and Shelton Banks, Keondre 
Hodges, and Elijah Tanksley 
with six each. 

PJ. McCray of McComb 
poured in 13 points to lead 
Southwest, which improved 


to 3-12 and 3-5. 


The score was tied 34-34 
at halftime. 
EC squads will host Gulf 


Coast Thursday night. 





with six. Women’s action begins at 6 
Lee led the team in p.m. followed by the men’s 
rebounds with 12. contest at § p.m. 
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Pearl River women 70 


East Central completed a 
season sweep of South Division 
foe Pearl River in Poplarville on 
Monday. The Warriors won 84-83 
in overtime at home Jan, 21. 

Danielle Cole led three War- 
riors gate high 25, whe figures with a 
PRP whe htesthebe Soom | 
added 11 points and six rebounds 
for East Central, which also got 
10 points from Yolanda Jones, 

The Warriors, whol 
to 13-9, 5-6 in the South, led 39-28 
at halftime. Pear! River fell to 7- 
15, +10 inthe South, despite 20 
points from Kenyatta Epps, 17 
from Brittany Weathers, 14 from 
Charena Gre Green and 10 from 
Nicole Holder. 
County on Thursday. 

— Jamie Wachter 


Pearl River men 70 
Pearl River won its 13th 


straight Monday night by rolling 
3 East Central in the second 


Pearl River, which shot 59.3 
percent from the floor, led 26-23 
at halftime. 

The Warriors, who fell to 5-16 
and 1-10 in the South Division, 
were led by Jasper Bronson! 14 
on four 3-pointers. Kenneth 
Thomas added 12 and Steve 
Edwards finished with 11. East 
Central hit just 38.9 percent of its 
shots from the floor and 38.1 per- 
cent from the free throw line, 
connecting on 8 of 21, 

Pearl River (19-4, 9-2) received 
a game-high 16 from Rod Little. 
Kenderek Washington finished 
with a double-double with 14 
points and 13 rebounds for Pearl 
River. 






— Jamie Wachter 
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ECCC Lady Warriors 
clinch playoff berth 


East Central Community 
College’s Lady Warnors quali- 
fied for post-season play fol- 
lowing their 81-70 win over 
home-standing Pearl River 
Community College Monday 
night coupled with Gulf Coast’s 
75-63 setback to Southwest. 

With the win, the EC 
women improved to 13-9 over- 
all and 5-6 in the MACJC 
South Division. The Lady War- 
nors clinched fourth place and 
a spot in the MACIC State 
Tournament, scheduled Feb. 
22-25, 2010, at East Mississip- 
pi! Community College in 
Scooba. 

Co-Lin leads the South at 
11-0, followed by Jones Coun- 
ty and Southwest, each with &- 
3 marks. The Lady Bulldogs 
dropped to 4-8, followed by 
Hinds at 2-9 and Pearl River, |- 
10. The top four finishers qual- 
ify for post-season. 

Sophomore Danielle Cole 
of Philadelphia paced EC with 
26 points and seven rebounds 

®in the win over Pearl River. 

Also scoring were Hannah 
Lee of Leake Academy, 11: 
Yolanda Jones of Lake, 10; 
Shantel Neely of Searcy (Ark.) 
High School, nine; Sierra Croft 
of Newton County, seven; 
Demetna Slocum of Bradford 
High School in Starke, Fla.; 
Xenobia Lavender of Noxapa- 
ter, four; Shanequa Bufkin, 
three, and Quentinette Odom, 
two, both from Scott Central; 
and Sharae Piques of Olive 
Branch, two. 

Kenyatta Epps poured in 20 
points to lead the Lady Wild- 
cats, who fell to 7-15 overall. 

EC, which earlier clipped 
the Lady Wildcats by a slim 84- 
83 margin in overtime, led 39- 
28 at the break. 

In the men’s game, Pear] 
River broke open a close con- 
test at halftime to win 70-58. 

Jasper Bronson, a freshman 
from Forest Hill, pumped in 14 
points to lead EC, which 


10 in league play. 

Other scorers were Kenneth 
Thomas of Jackson Provine, 
12; Steve Edwards, 11, Antonio 
Grace, eight, and Keondre 
Hodges, seven, all products of 
Newton High School; Kendall 
Jackson of Columbus, four; 
and Jonathan McLenden, a 
product of Alief Hastings High 
School in Houston, Texas, two, 

Rod Little had 16 points to 
lead the division-leading Wild- 
cats, who improved to 19-4 and 
9-2. The other top three teams 
are Jones County (8-3), Hinds 
(7-4) and Gulf Coast (7-5). 

Pearl River led 26-23 at the 
break. The Warriors were 
edged 59-54 by the Wildcats 
earlier in the season. 

The Lady Warriors and War- 
nors host Jones County Jumor 
College Thursday in the regular 
season finale, which is also 
Sophomore Appreciation 
Night. The women’s game 
begins at 6 p.m. and will be fol- 
lowed by the men’s contest at 8 
p.m, in the Brackeen-Wood 
Physical Education Building. 

* Lee’s Trey leads to key 
ECCC victory: Hannah Lee’s 
three-point shot from the top of 
the key with 11.7 seconds 
remaining helped propel East 
Central Community College's 
Lady Warriors to a stunning 68- 
66 win over visiting Mississip- 
pi Gulf Coast Thursday night. 

With the key MACJC South 
Division victory, EC’s women 
improved to 12-9 overall and 
more importantly 4-6 in league 
action and kept alive their play- 
off hopes. The Lady Bulldogs 
dropped to 8-16 and 4-7. The 
two teams are battling for 
fourth place in the division. 
The top four teams advance to 
the MACIC State Tournament 
later this month, 

Following Lee's trey — her 
third of the evening — teammate 
Danielle Cole was fouled after 
taking possession on a Gulf 
Coast turnover, and_ the 


uct made the first of two free 
throw attempts with 8.9 sec- 
onds remaining, giving EC. its 
margin of victory. However, 
the game was not secured until 
Lady Bulldog Kiara Johnson 
was unsuccessful on her three- 
point attempt as time expired. 

Lee, a Leake Academy 
product from Philadelphia, led 
EC with 17 points and seven 
rebounds, Her three-pointer 
with 22 seconds left cut the 
Gulf Coast lead at 65-64. 

Cole was the second-lead- 
ing scorer with 16 points and 
four rebounds. 
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No. 3 Co-Lin 
pulls away — 
from EMCC 


By Daniel Rigdon 
drigdon@themeridianstar.com 





SCOOBA — The East Missis- 
sippi womens basketball team 
played like a top-10 team against 
the NJCAA's No.3 eam Tuesday 
night at Keyes T. Currie Coliseum. 

EMCC gave Copiah-Lincoln all 
it wanted and more for most of the 


sins CO-LIN 


However, a 


four-minute span 

midway through 

the second half 

doomed the Lions 

as the Wolves run 
took a 73-65 vic- EMCC 
tory to advance in 

Lin also got some €. a 
revenge as 

EMCC knocked off the Wolves in 


the MACJC State 
Tournament. Co- 


last year’s NJCAA Region 23 cham- 


pionship game. 

After trailing by only one point 
at the halftime break, EMCC (14- 
12) came out gunning for the top- 
seeded and undefeated Wolves. 
Former Southeast Lauderdale 
standout Martika Hull led the 
tharge for the Lions grabbing 

ebound-after-rebound and 


aypar ting her will inside the paint. 


~, With both teams trading bas- 
tes | in the opening minutes of the 


4A 
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MACJIC State Tournament 





— —e <= ee 


--at East ‘Mississippi Community College 


luesday in Scooba. 


Sweep Endin 





——— 


BLOCKED 

East Central Community College's Danielle Cole puts up a shot 
against Northwest Mississippi Community College s Hope 
Adams in the first round of the MACJC State Tournament on 
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Rangers get 
in second ha 
to down Wat 


By Daniel Rigdon 
drigdon@themerigiarssam 


SCOOBA — East @ 
played like a team wal 
season on the line Tes 
noon at Keyes T. Carrs 
seum.on the East Mies 
Community College cz 

However, 
clutch shooting 
in the second 
half by North 
west Commtr 
nity College 
proved to be to EAST 
much to over 
come and the 
Warriors’ 
season ended 
in the first 
round of the 
MACIC State Tournas 
losing 80-74. 

"They got hot mahi 
shots in that second & 
ECCC coach Bill Samal 
were making the sheet 
weren't making im tie 

After entering the/ 
room only trailing 3% 
No, 1 seeded Rangers 
time, ECCC opened? 
minutes in the seca 
scoring only two pasa 
west would go fort? 
that same span to ga 

double-digit lead of d 
at 48-38. 








See ECCC on page 8 
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off-bound East Central 
Community College Lady 
advantage and fell 94-85 to 
Jones County, and the War- 
riors were outscored 97-57 
by the Bobcats in the regu- 

rp ing were Yolanda 
oo Lake, 14 points, 
entinette Odom of 






In boys’ action, Shelton 
Banks of Morton scored 


five points. 
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By Marty Stamper , 
Appeal Sports Editor 


A split in last week’s hoops 
action gave the East Central 
Community College women a 

rth in this week’s MACIC 
State Tournament at Scooba. _ 

The Lady Warriors, 13-10. 
overall and 5-7 in the South 
Division, opened play with 
Northwest Mississippi Tuesday. 

The EC men added two 
more losses to their resume in 
finishing 5-18 overall and 1- 
11 in division play. 

EC women 81 

Pearl River 70 

The Lady Warriors quali- 
fied for postseason play fol- 
lowing their win at Pear! 
River on February 15. | 

EC 13-9 overall and 5-6 in 
the MACIC South Division, 
got 26 points and seven 
rebounds from Danielle Cole. 
Hannah Lee had 11. points 
and Yolanda Jones scored 10. 

Pearl River 70 

EC men 58. 

The Warriors fell to. 5-16 
overall and 1-10 in the division 
with the loss at Poplarville. 

Jasper Bronson led EC 
with 14 points. Kenneth 
Thomas had 12. and Newton’s 
Steve Edwards scored 11. 


Jones 94 
| vee EC women 85 
APPEARED IN: Danielle Cole scored 25 


points and Hannah Lee had 

CARTHAGINIAN re in Thursday’s loss at NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 

ecatur. 7 
NEWTON COUNTY APPEAL __. EC dropped to 13-10 SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 
—_ overall and 5-7 in the league. | 
| EC men cof 

MERIDIAN STAR __ Newton's Antonio Grace. CLARION-LEDGER 
led EC, 5-18, 1-11, in 
Thursday’s slawghter at 
Decatur with 23 points. 
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FIGHT FOR 
THE BALL 

East Central Community 
College's Hannah Lee tries 
to fight off Northwest 
Mississippi Community 
College's Lanita Futrell 
from the ball Tuesday in the 
first round of the MACJC 
State Tournament at Keyes 
T. Currie Coliseum in 
Scooba. 
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EC women 
go one and 
Out at state 


The 2009-10 basketball 
season came to an end for the 
East Central Community 
College Lady from 
Warriors, whose school 
second-half reports 
rally came up 
short in an 80-74 defeat to 
Northwest Mississipp1 
Community College on 
February 23 in first-round 
action of the MACIC State 
Tournament at Scooba. 

EC, which finished 13-11 
under fifth-year head coach 
Bill Smith, trailed by 15 points 
during second-half action but 
cut the lead to 79-74 on 
Hannah Lee’s 3-point shot with 
20 seconds remaining. But the 
Lady Warriors — the No. 4 
seed in the South — could get 
no closer and the Lady 
Rangers, the top-seeded North 
squad, held on for the win. 

Sophomore guard 


- Danielle Cole of Philadelphia 
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led EC with 21 points and 15 
rebounds. Lee, a Leake 
Academy product, added 19 
points, including four baskets 
from 3-point range. 

Also = scoring ~—s were 
Yolanda Jones and Demetria 
Slocum with nine points each 
and Shantel Neely with eight, 

De’Kisha Fondren and 
Hope Adams poured in 16 
points each to lead 
Northwest, 14-6. 

The Lady Rangers held a 
37-36 advantage at halftime. 
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Sophomore basketball 
standouts representing the 
state’s community and junior 
colleges will from 


have an opportu- school 
nity to showcase reports 
their talents 
when the annual Mississippi 
Association of Community 
and Junior Colleges 
(MACIC) All-Star Basket- 
ball Games are held Thursday 
at East Central Community 
College in Decatur. 

The women’s matchup 
begins at 5 p.m. and will be 
followed by the men’s con- 
test at 7 p.m. in the 
Brackeen-Wood Physical 
Education Building. 

Admission is $5 per per- 
son. 


Named to the South 


Division women’s squad are 
Danielle Cole and Yolanda 





Northwest; Birdie Bowens, 
Lori Crudup and Destini 
Shannon, all of Itawamba; 


Martika Hull, East 
Mississippi; Tiffaney 
Haynes, Holmes; and 


Britney Lakes and Ashley 
Love, both of Mississippi 
Delta. 

Bernadette McDonald of 
Mississippi Delta will serve 
as head coach. 

Selected on the South 
men’s team are Antonio 
Grace, East Central; Chad 
Jones and Derrick Harris, 
both of Southwest; Michael 
Campbell and Dwayne 
Brown, both of Copiah- 
Lincoln; Chris Wallace and 
Mark Wilkerson, both of 
Hinds; Travis Rasco, Gulf 
Coast; Kenderick Washing- 
ton and Rod Little, both of 
Pearl River; and Kendrick 





——— 


ECCC to host MACJ C all-star hoops 






























ae | | 


Jones, both of East Central; McDonald and Todd 

Auop ‘dno om} WON] “ao aenod 95 PAUL MES 
218 SOA SWM Of] ‘punoq oroz/ | Rg NS 
jeds sea qnyo oy} yeu) Buy jhe : 
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ECCC to hos 
all-star basketball g games 


in the Brackeen-Wood 








p.m. 


outs representing the state's 


community ‘and jumor colleges 


will have an opportunity to 
showcase their talents when the — 





aiatchtip 


The women's 
begins at 5 p.m: and will be fol- 
lowed by the men’s contest at 7 


Physical Education Building. 
Admission is $5 per person: 
Representing East Central on 

the South Division women’s 

ee eee a 
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Bill Smith, ECCC women’s 
head basketball coach, 601 -635- 
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Choctaw Central seniors Justin Willis and 
Delanda Chickaway, seated center from left, 
recently accepted basketball scholarships from 
East Central Community College. The duo was 
joined by, seated, from left, ECCC men’s coach 
Maurice Bowie and ECCC women’s coach Billy 
Smith; standing, CCHS boys’ coach Scott Thomas, 
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CCHS dui signs hoops scholarships 





Bell’s mother Angela Chitto, Tribal Education 
Services officer Dalton Henry, Chickaway’s moth- 
er Deana Chickaway, CCHS principal Greg 
Carlyle, CCHS athletic director Walter Wilson, 
CCHS girls’ coach Jennie Vance and girls’ assis- 
tant coach Elyse Willis. 
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Breaking new ground 
Lady Warriors elevate program te national | level 


~ Appeal Sports Editor 






NJCAA Division II 
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Presented ECCC Lady Warrior Basketball Honors 
Award-winners in women’s basketball at East Central Community College include (seated from left) 
Sierra Croff of Newton County High School, Warrior Award; Shanequa Bufkin of Scott Central, Most 
Improved; and Danielle Cole of Philadelphia, Most Valuable Offensive Player, MACJC All-State, and 
All-Star; and (standing) Quintinnette Odom of Scott Central, Hustle Award; Hannah Lee of Leake 
Academy, scholar athlete; and Yolanda Jones of Lake, Most Valuable Defensive Player. Lady Warrior 
head coach Bill Smith presented honors at the annual Spring Sports Awards Banquet held on the Decatur 
campus. 
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Lady Warrior Basketball Signees 
New members of the 2010-11 East Central Community College women’s bas- 
ketball team are shown signing national letters of intent during a ceremony 
held on the Decatur campus. Joining the Lady Warriors this fall are (seated 
from left) Kelcia Bufkin, a 5-foot-6 guard from Scott Central High School; 
Shana Ward, a 5-foot-6 forward from Carthage High School; and Annie 
Brewer, a 5-foot-10 forward from Madison-Ridgeland Academy and a former 
Neshoba Central High School standout. Bufkin was a Mississippi/Alabama All- 
Star and All-State selection and received All-District honors five times. She 
was also named District Most Valuable Player on two occasions. She is recog- 
nized as the Lady Rebels’ all-time leading scorer with 2,481 points and aver- 
aged 24 points per contest during her career. She helped lead this year’s Scott 
Central squad to the South State semifinals en route to a 24-8 record. Ward 
was named Division Player of the Year in Region 6-3A and made the All- 
Division squad four years. She is also a four-time recipient of the Lady Tigers’ 
Best Offensive Player award. Ward scored 522 points during her high school 
career. She averaged 18.1 points, 8.9 rebounds and 3-4 steals per contest. She 
helped lead Carthage to the Region 6-3A championship and second round 
action in South State competition en route to a 25-5 record. Brewer is a three- 
time All-District selection and also received Best Offensive Player and Free 
Throw awards. She helped lead MRA to the district runner-up title and a third 
place finish in State Tournament competition in finishing 29-7. Also seated is 
Bill Smith, ECCC women’s head basketball coach. Standing from left are 
Chad Harrison, Scott Central girls’ head basketball coach; Cynthia Ward, 
Shana’s mother; Tim Reid, Carthage girls’ head basketball coach; Angela 
Bufkin Vivians, Kelcia’s mother; and Connie and Chad Clark, Annie’s mother 
and step-father. Annie’s father is Andy Brewer. Her coach at MRA is Steven 
Force. 
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JUCO BASKETBALL 
Johnson 

joins ECCC 
basketball 


from school reports 
DECATUR — Todd "TJ" 


Johnson was recently 


named assistant men's bas- 
ketball coach at East Cen- 
tral Community College, 
announced head coach 
Maurice Bowie. 

Seae sls ai assis- 





program. I | 

know he's an older guy 

that's been around the 

block a time or two, but we 
have 


to focus on other things 
rather than off-the-court 


activities. I'm pleased to 
add him to the ECCC family 


recor 


In addition to his. 
coaching duties, Johnson 
was irae og - - 
recruiting school an 
community/junior college 
athletes in New York, 
Texas, Arkansas, Louisiana, 
Oklahoma, Kansas, Mis- 
souri, Illinois, Florida and 
California. He was also 
responsible for coordi- 
nating all community 
fundraising efforts. 

Johnson's coaching 
experience also includes 
successful stints as a men's 
basketball assistant at Inde- 
ce (Kan.) Commu- 

nity College from 1990-38; 
Neosho County Kan.) 
Cor College, 1995- 
96; and Midland (Texas) 
Junior College, 1994-95. 

Johnson was a basket- 
ball standout at Bashor-Lin- 
wood High School in 
Kansas and continued his 
rai career at Kansas 

ty (Kan. ) Community 
College in 1989-91 and at 
Mid-America Nazarene Uni- 
versity in Olathe, Kan., in 
1991-93. 

He later graduated with 
honors from Arkansas Tech 
University. 





ECCC’s ‘young but talented’ 
squad ready to begin season 


from school reports 


New faces and players with limited col- 
lege experience comprise this year's ver-. 
sion of East Central Community College 
Lady Warrior basketball, but head coach 
Bill Smith remains confi- 
dent that his talent-laden 
squad will produce 
another successful cam- 
paign in 2010-11, 

Both EC squads begin | 
season action at Coa- . 
homa Community College today with 
game times set for 6 and 8 p.m.. The Lady 
Warriors and Warriors will also be on the 
road Thursday for matchups scheduled at 
6 and 8 p.m, at Holmes Community Col- 
lege, prior to their home opener with East 
Mississippi Community College sched- 
uled for Saturday. Game times are 2 and 4 
p.m, in the Brackeen-Wood Physical Edu- 
cation Building. 

Smith, who begins his sixth season in 
successfully leading the Lady Warrior 
program, described the 2010-11 squad as 

“very enthusiastic” and a “fun team” for 
fans to watch. 

“We'll be fast-paced and hard-working 
in every game, and a team that will work 
hard in practice every day to get better,” 
said Smith, who has guided the Lady War; 
riors to six straight winning campaign 
and an overall 65-49 mark, including ; 
Region 23 title in 2007-08. 

Returnees from last year’s team, which 
advanced to the MACIC State Tourna- 
ment and finished 13-11, include center 
Bianca Thomas (6-3) of Sebastopol, for- 
wards Xenobia Lavender (5-11) of Noxa 
ater, Jakiala McWilliams (5-7) of Neshoba 
Central, Sharae Pigues (5-10) of Olive 
Branch and Quentinette Odom (5-8) of 








Bryant (5-4), a cpredact of Northwest - 
Rankin High School. 

Smith said he expects “a lot of leader- 
ship” from his sophomores, none of 
whom were starters last season. He is 
especially depending on Odom and 
Bufkin who received team honors fol- 
lowing the successful 2009-10 campaign. 

“Shanequa and Quentinette are our 
most vocal leaders on the court,” he 
added. “And their leadership will be a key 
factor in our success.” 

Odom received the hustle award and 
Bufkin was recognized as the most 
improved player. Odom earned All-State 
and All-District honors at Scott Central 
where she also received awards for most 
rebounds and best defensive player, 

Other sophomores receiving honors 
- on the high school level prior to joining 
the Lady Warrior program were Thomas, 
most rebounds, best offensive player and 
all-tournament team; Lavender, most valu- 


a ee 
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able player, rebound and offensive player 
awards and All-District; McWilliams, ‘AL 
District, best offensive player, most 
improved player and free-throw awards; 
and Bryant, most valuable player. 

With > newcomers on the 15- 
person roster, Smith said it may take “a 
few games” before the Lady Warriors 

“come together as a team.” 

~ “Our freshmen will have to step up ina 
hurry for us to be successful,” said Smith. 
“We signed several freshmen that need to 
play early and well.” 

Among the top signees include Ja’- 
Monica Orton, a 6’ guard and product of 
Walter E. Stebbins High School in 
Dayton, Ohio, and Annie Brewer of 
Philadelphia, a 5-9 forward from Madison 
Ridgeland Academy. 

Orton, a McDonald's All-American 
nominee, received All-State, All-District 
and most valuable player honors and also 
led the region in rebounds. 

Brewer comes to EC after receiving 
best offensive player and free-throw 
awards at MRA, where she was also a 
three-time recipient of All-District 
honors. 

Other members of the freshman class 
— all of whom Smith said will have an 
opportunity to earn playing time - include 
guards Inessa Adams (5-6) of Horn Lake, 
Deirde Hawkins (5-5) of Dermott (Ark.) 
High School and Shana Ward (5-6) of 
Carthage, and forwards Joy Luckett (5-8) 
of Thomastown, Elizabeth Young-Sherrod 
(5-7) of Seguin (Tex.) High School and 
Kurlysha Bell (5-10) of Kosciusko. 

Adams received co-most valuable’ 
player honors and was selected on the 
All-Star squad. | 

Hawkins is a two-time All-State and All- 
ani All selection and received All-District 
Conference honors for four sea- 





Ward, a fourtinae All-District selection, 
also received four best offensive player 
awards. 

Luckett is a two-time All-State selec- 
tion who also received All-District honors 
and was chosen best offensive player. 

Bell's honors include best offensive 
player and most rebounds. 

Serving her first year as assistant 
coach is Britta Stephens, a former basket- 
ball standout at William Carey University 
in Hattiesburg, where she was a three- 
year starter for the Lady Crusaders. She 
was also selected an NAIA Scholar Ath- 
lete in 2009 and 2010. She also hada 
stellar career at North Pike High School 
in Summit, where she was chosen a Mis- 
sissippi High School Basketball All-Star. 

Student assistants are Nandi Franklin 
of West Lauderdale, Mercedes Brown of 
Sebastopol and Tabrica Odom, Kelcia 
Bufkin and Pasha Williams, all of Scott 
Central. 
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EC teams make debuts 


The East Central Community 
College Warriors and Lady Warriors 
both won two of their first 
three basketball games of | 
the 2010-11 season in last combined 
week's action. reports 

Coahoma 68 

EC women 64 

Ja’Monica Orton missed a game- 
tying shot in the final moments with EC 
trailing 66-64 and Coahoma’s Ciara 
Morgan later drained two free throws 
for a four-point advantage as the Lady 
Tigers escaped with a 68-64 victory in 
EC's season opener at Clarksdale on 
November 1. 

Orton, a 6-foot freshman guard from 
Dayton, Ohio, led the Lady Warriors 
with 20 points. 

EC, 0-1, also got nine points each 
from Shana Ward and Inessa Adams, 
eight from Kurlysha Bell, and six from 
Quentinette Odom. 

Tia Nunnally had 19 points to lead 
Coahoma. 

EC men ~ 9 

Coahoma 70) 

Kenneth Barlow of Scott Central 
pumped in 27 points and Curtis Loving 
of Harlem, N.Y., added 25 in leading EC 
to a 19-point thrashing of Coahoma in 
the season opener at Clarksdale cam- 
pus on November 1. 

EC, 1-0, also got 11 points from 
Anthony Nieves, seven from Thomas 
Straughter, six from Keondre Hodges 


of Newton, and five from Jordan Smith. | 


Tony Payne tallied 20 points to lead 
the Tigers. 
_ EC held a 35-27 advantage at half- 





1 mer Thursday's win at Goodman. 


CARTHAGINIAN | 


Odom is a 5-foot-8 sophomore forward 
from Seott Central. 

Ja’Monica Orton added nine points, 
Alise Bryant had eight, and Shana Ward 
and Shanequa Bufkin both had five. 

Amber Clay had nine points to lead 
the Lady Bulldogs, 1-2. 


EC led 25-22 at the break. 
EC men 58 
Holmes * 53 


Kenneth Barlow pumped in 15 points 
to lead the Warriors, as they improved to 
2-() with Thursday's win at Goodman. 

Anthony Nieves and Curtis Loving 
both scored 11 points, Keondre’ Hodges 
of Newton and Kegan Houston both had 
seven, and Thomas Straughter added 
five. 

Curtis Bailey had 18 points to. lead 
Holmes, 0-3. 

EC held a 25-22 advantage at hallf- 


time. 
EC women 70 
East Mississippi 65 
Shana Ward's two free throws with 


36.1 seconds left gave EC a five-point 
lead and the Lady Warriors held on to 
win by that margin Saturday afternoon 
in Decatur. 

The Lady Warriors trailed by as 


many as 11 points early, but trimmed the - 


deficit to 38-34 at halftime. Ja’monica 
Orton had 26 points and 13 rebounds to 
lead EC, 2-1. Quentinette Odom scored 


18 points and Ward had 11. 
East Mississippi 90 
EC men 57 


The Warriors suffered their Ee 
loss Saturday at Decatur. 

Chris MeLendon led the Warriors, 
2-1, with 13 points and six rebounds. 
Curtis Loving had 12 points and 
Kenneth Barlow had_10, 

Deonte Alexander had 18 points to 
lead the Lions, 2-(. 
EC trailed 40-2) at the break. 
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C = Warriors, Lady Warriors earn 
’ splits with Northeast, Holmes 


Rreshman Ja’ Monica Orton's jumper in the final 
moments of overtime provided East Central 
Community College’s Lady Warriors with a stunning 
83-82 victory over Northeast Mississippi 
Community College Saturday afternoon at Bonner 
Amold Coliseum on the Booneville campus. 

Orton sent the non-division battle into the extra 
period by draining three straight free throws to knot 
the score at 75-75 at the end of regulation. 

Orton, a 6° guard and product of Walter E. 
pong High School in Dayton, Ohio, pumped in 

points and grabbed 13 rebounds to lead East 
Coat which evened its record at 3-3 under sixth- 
year head coach Bill Smith. 

Also scoring were Deirdre Hawkins of Dermott 





(Ark.) High School, 21; Shana Ward of Carthage, 16: 


Quentinette Odom, six and Shanequa Bufkin, four, 
both of Scott Central; Inessa Adams of Horn Lake 
and Annie Brewer of Madison Ridgeland Academy, 
three each; and Bianca Thomas of Sebastopol, two. 

Anna Brooke Page had 20 points to lead the Lady 
Tigers who dropped to 2-2. 

Northeast held a 41-37 advantage at halftime. 

In the men’s game, Kenneth Barlow’s failed 3- 
point attempt in the final seconds with East Central 
Community College trailing 77-76 allowed 
Northeast Mississippi Community College to escape 


with a 79-76 nail-biter Saturday afternoon in 
Booneville. 

Robert Wade provided the Tigers with the win- 
ning margin after draining two free throws and later 
preserved the non-division victory by forcing a 
turnover by Warnor Chris McLendon. 

Barlow, a 6-4 sophomore guard and product of 
Seott Central High School, pumped in 21 points and 
Keondre Hodges, a 5-11 guard from Newton, added 
20 points to lead the Warriors who fell to 4-2 under 
fourth-year head coach Maurice Bowie. 

Also scoring were McLendon, a Morton High 
School product, nine; Anthony Nieves, a product of 
John F. Kennedy High School in Bronx, New York 


and Curtis Loving of Wadleigh High School in 
Harlem, New York, eight each; Kegan Houston of 


Quitman, six; and Sharvarus Wilson of Terry and 
Jimmy Broomfield of Scott Central, two each. 
McLendon was the top rebounder with 13. 

Tyler Pritchard had 20 points to lead the Tigers 
who evened their record at 2-2. 

Northeast led 41-35 at the break. — 

2 one night, the Warriors raced past Visiting 

a en College: 91-69 while the ie 
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points apiece. Jason Gibson had 
- 15 points to lead the Bulldogs, 
who fell to 0-5. 
East Central shot 61.4 per- 
In the women's game, the 
Lady Warriors were over- 
whelmed and fell to 3-4 on the 


season. Ward Jed ECCC with 15 
points, while Orton scored 13. 

Kierra Gilmore pumped in 21 
points for Holmes, which 
improved to 3-3. The Lady 
Bulldogs led 45-33 at halftime. 

ECCC will travel to East 
Mississippi Community College 
Thursday in the final contests 
days. Game times are 5:30 and 
7:30 p.m. on the Scooba cam- 
pus. Competition resumes 
Thursday, Dec. 2 as ECCC 
squads begin MACJC South 
Division play at Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Community College 
and 8 p.m. 
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: Experienced ECCC men poised for success 


from school reports 


This. year’s version of East Central 
Community College men’s basketball is touted 
as one of the most talented squads to take the 
floor in some time. 

Not only do the Warriors feature several top 
returnees from the 2009-10 campaign, several 
new faces — transfers with college experience - 
should add the ingredients needed for 4 success- 
ful campaign. 

“We have a lot of sophomores who have 
been involved in a jumor college game to some 
degree and that makes a difference when you 
have experienced players,” said Maurice Bowie, 
who begins his fifth campaign as the Warrior 
head mentor. “I also like the fact that we are 
tough physically this year...the last couple of 
years we did not defend well and were not 
aggressive enough.” 

Bowie further described his team as “an ath- 
letic, hard-nosed group that does not mind leay- 
ing all they have on the court night in and out.” 

They will also be fun to watch. 

“T think our fans will be pleased to see a 
group that’s very charismatic and really enjoys 
getting the crowd involved in games to help 
guide us to victory,” said Bowie, who added he 
has “high expectations” for a successful season: 

“I'm very pleased with this team because 

See ECCC MEN, page 14 
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Members of the East Central Community College men's basketball team for 2010-11 include (seated from left) Sharavarus 
Wilson, Jimmy Broomfield, Glenn Thomas, Jr., Thomas Straughter, Keondre’ Hodges, Shelton Banks, Kegan Houston and 
Justin Bell. (Standing from left) student assistant Marquise Kennedy, head coach Mauri Bowie, Kendall Jackson, Kenneth 
Barlow, Gregory Hodo, Curtis Loving, Bilal Kennedy, Jordan Smith, Chris McLendon, Anthony Nieves, TJ Johnson, assistant 
coach and student assistant Jeremy Jones. 
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reportedly committed to continue his te 
the be see of Southern meee 


point guard Shelton Banks (5-9, 145) of Morton 
High Schou Jackson received the Warriors’ 
hustle award and Banks received the Panthers’ 
“Playmaker Award.” 

Freshmen include point guard Thomas 
Slaughter (6°, 200) of Jackson, a product of 
Callaway High School; guards Gregory Hodo 
(6-3, doce alia ae Shack “Miser teh ex 





185) of Brookhaven, a peciick of Loyd Stee 
High School; and Jimmy Broomfield (5-11, 
190) of Scott Central; and forwards Jordan 
Smith (6-5, 215) of Jackson yi ley 





5, a Eaved cee nla ei oes ot Na 
_ School. 

Hodo received most improved and Michael 
~ Crouther awards. 

Thomas was an All-District and All-Lincoln 
P coun selecot and received ‘most valeble 
player honors at Loyd Star, 

Smith helped lead Provine to a Grand Slam 
| p and two state titles. . 

Joining the team at mid-year is Bilal Kelley, 
a 6-9, 20S-pound center from Strawberry 
Mansion High School in-Philadelphia, PA. 

Serving his first year as assistant coach is TJ 
Johnson, who has several years coaching expe- 
rience and most recently served in 2009 on the 
men’s basketball staff at Arkansas Tech 
nial Sie Chases dive wale 








30-2 record. 
Student assistants ‘include + ascoiee 
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East Central hardwood teams loaded with 


New faces and players with limit- 


— ed college experience comprise this 


lyear’s version of East Central Com- 
| munity College Lady Warrior basket- 
| ball, but head coach Bill Smith 
|remains confident that his talent- 
laden squad will produce another 
successful campaign in 2010-11. 
Smith, who is in his sixth season 
in successfully leading the Lady War- 
rior program, described the 2010-11 
squad as “VERY enthusiastic” and a 


Lady Warriors 
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“fun team” for fans to watch. 
“We'll be fast-paced and hard- 
working in every game, and a team 


that will work hard in practice every 


day to get better,” said Smith, who 
has guided the Lady Warriors to six 
straight winning campaigns and an 
overall 65-49 mark, including a 
Region 23 title in. 2007-08. 
Returnees from last year’s team, 
which advanced to the MACJC State 
Tournament and finished 13-11, 


include center Bianca Thomas (6-3) of 
Sebastopol, forwards Xenobia Laven- 
der (5-11) of Noxapater, Jakiala 
MeWilhams (5-7) of Neshoba Central, 
Sharae Pigues (5-10) of Olive Branch 
and Quentinette Odom (5-8) of Scott 
Central, and guards Shanequa 
Bufkin (5-3) of Scott Central and 
Alise Bryant (5-4), a product of 


Northwest Rankin High School. 
Smith said he expects “a lot of 
leadership” from his sophomores, 


JRNAL 


talent 


none of whom were starters last sea- 
son. He is especially depending on 
Odom and Bufkin who received team 
honors following the successful 2009- 
10 campaign. 

“Shanequa and Quentinette are 
our most vocal leaders on the court,” 
he added. “And their leadership will 
be a key factor in our success.” 
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Odom received the hustle award 
and Bufkin was recognized as the 
most improved player. Odom earned 
All-State and All-District honors at 
Scott Central where she also received 
awards for most rebounds and best 
defensive player. 

Other sophomores receiving hon- 
ors on the high school level prior to 
joining the Lady Warrior program 
were Thomas, most rebounds, best 
offensive player and all-tournament 
team; Lavender, most valuable play- 
er, rebound and offensive player 
awards and All-District; McWilliams, 
All-District, best offensive player, 
most improved player and free-throw 
awards; and Bryant, most valuable 
player. 

With eight newcomers on the 15- 
person roster, Smith said it may take 
“a few games” before the Lady War- 
riors “come together as a team.” 

“Our freshmen will have to step 
up in a hurry for us to be successful,” 
said Smith. “We signed several 
freshmen that need to play early and 
well.” 


Among the top signees include 
Ja’Monica Orton, a 6’ guard and prod- 
uct of Walter E. Stebbins High School 
in Dayton, Ohio, and Annie Brewer of 
Philadelphia, a 5-9 forward from 
Madison Ridgeland Academy. 

Orton, a McDonald’s All-American 
nominee, received All-State, All-Dis- 
trict and most valuable player honors 
and also led the region in rebounds. 

Brewer comes to EC after receiv- 
ing best offensive player and free- 
throw awards at MRA, where she was 
also a three-time recipient of All-Dis- 
trict honors. 

Other members of the freshman 
class — all of whom Smith said will 
have an opportunity to earn playing 
time - include guards Inessa Adams 
(5-6) of Horn Lake, Deirde Hawkins 
(5-5) of Dermott (Ark.) High School 
and Shana Ward (5-6) of Carthage, 
and forwards Joy Luckett (5-8) of 
Thomastown, Elizabeth Young-Sher- 
rod (5-7) of Seguin (Tex.) High School 
and Kurlysha Bell (5-10) of 
Kosciusko. 

Adams received co-most valuable 
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player honors and was selected on the 
All-Star squad. 

Hawkins is a two-time All-State 
and All-Region selection and received 
All-District and All-Conference hon- 
ors for four seasons. 

Ward, a four-time All-District 
selection, also received four best 
offensive player awards. 

Luckett is a two-time All-State 
selection who also received All-Dis- 
trict honors and was chosen best 
offensive player. 

Bell's honors include best offensive 
player and most rebounds. 


Warriors loaded with talent 

This year’s version of East Central 
Community College men’s basketball 
is touted as one of the most talented 
squads to take the floor in some time. 

Not only do the Warriors feature 
several top returnees from the 2009- 
10 campaign, several new faces — 
transfers with college experience — 
should add the ingredients needed for 
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a successful campaign. 

“We have a lot of sephoniores’ who 
have been involved in a junior college 
game to some degree and that makes 
a difference when you have experi- 
enced players,” said Maurice Bowie, 
who begins his fifth campaign as the 
Warrior head mentor. “I also like the 
fact that we are tough physically this 
year,..the last couple of years we did 
not defend well and were not aggres- 
sive enough.” 

Bowie further described his team 
as “an athletic, hard-nosed group that 
does not mind leaving all they have 
on the court night in and out. 

“T think our fans will be pleased to 
see a group that’s very charismatic 
and really enjoys getting the crowd 
involved in games to help guide us to 
victory,” said Bowie, who added he 
has “high expectations” for a success- 
ful season: 

“I'm very pleased with this team 
because they all work hard every day 
not just when I am watching but on 
their own time as well. That’s what 


separates a contender from a cham- 
pion.” 

Top returnees include guards Ken- 
neth Barlow (6-4, 195), a product of 
Scott Central High School, and Keon- 
dre Hodges (5-11, 170) of Newton 
High School. 

Barlow received All-State and All- 
Star honors and was a Clarion- 
Ledger Dandy Dozen selection at 
Scott Central prior to joining the 
Warrior program. Hodges helped lead 
the Tigers to the 2008 state title and 
received most valuable player honors 
in the championship game. He was 
named division most valuable player 
in 2009 and received defensive player 
of the year honors at Scott Central. 

Barlow averaged 13 points, six 
rebounds and two assists, and 
Hodges averaged nine points and two 
assists during last season’s 5-18 cam- 
paign. Hodges was also selected the 
Warriors’ top defensive player. 

“While those two guys will anchor 
us, I’m really leaning on other sopho- 
mores and JUCO transfers Anthony 


Nieves, Curtis Loving, Kegan Hous- 
ton and Sharavarus Wilson to play 
big roles,” said Bowie. 

Nieves, a 6-4, 165-pound point 
guard, has reportedly committed to 
continue his career at the University 
of Southern Mississippi in Hatties- 
burg. 

Loving, a 6-4, 200-pound guard, is 
a transfer from Gulf Coast Communi- 
ty College in Florida. He is a product 


of Wadleigh High School in Harlem, 


New York, and helped lead the team 
to a Public School League champi- 
onship. 

Houston, a 5-11, 170-pound guard, 
previously played at Pearl River 
Community College in Poplarville. A 
native of Chicago, Houston is a prod- 
uct of Quitman High School and was 
selected for the annual Mississippi 
High School All-Star Basketball 
Game. | 

Wilson, a 5-11, 165-pound guard, 
is a product Terry High School. He 
transferred to ECCC from Hinds 
Community College. 
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Additional returnees from ECCO’s 
2009-10 squad include forward 
Kendall Jackson (6-1, 215), a product 
of Columbus High School ard point 
guard Shelton Banks (5-9, 145) of 
Morton High School. 

Freshmen include point guard 
Thomas Slaughter (6’, 200) of Jack- 
son, & product of Callaway High 
School; guards Gregory Hodo (6-3, 
155) of Grand Rapids, MI, and a 
product of Northwest Rankin High 
School, Justin Bell (5-8, 140) of 
Philadelphia, a product of Choctaw 
Central High School, Glenn Thomas, 
Jr. (6', 185) of Brookhaven, a product 
of Loyd Star High School; and Jimmy 
Broomfield (5-11, 190) of Scott Cen- 
tral; and iewards Jordan Smith (6-5, 
215) of Jackson and a product of 
Proyine High School, and Chris 
McLendon (6-5, 215) of Forest and a 
produet of Morton High School. 

Joining the team at mid-year is 
Bilal Kelley, a 6-9, 205-pound center 
from Strawberry Mansion High 
School in Philadelphia, PA. 
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ECCC teams Wrap up WEEKOF 


first semester action 


Both the men's and women’s basket- 
ball teams at East Central Community 
College went 1-1 last week. 

The Warriors carry a from 
6-5 record into the holl- egmbined 
days, while the Lady reports 
Warriors are 4-7. | 

The EC teams are off 


until January 11 when they host 
Northwest Mississippi Community 
College. 

Jones 99 

EC women 96 


Taneka Carey's short jumper with 
9.5 seconds remaining snapped a 96-96 
tie and the visiting Lady Bobcats held 
on for the December 6 win over the 
Lady Warriors in Decatur. 

KC had a chance to tie the contest 
but Deidra Hawkins’ layup rolled off 
the rim with 2.6 seconds left. After 
Tierro Frost made the second of two 
free throw attempts to give Jones the 
three-point edge, Ja’Monica Orton 
heaved a desperation trey that was off 
the mark as the buzzer sounded. 

Orton poured in 35 points to lead 
EC, which dropped to 3-7 overall and 0- 
2 in South Division play under sixth- 
year head coach Bill Smith. 

Orton made 12-of-22 field goals and 
connected on 10-of-18 free throws. She 
was also credited with seven rebounds, 

Hawkins poured in 25 points and led 
the Lady Warriors in rebounds with 
eight. She made 10-of-19 field goals. 

Quentinette Odom had nine points, 
Shana Ward had seven, Kurlysha Bell 
six, and Shanequa Bufkin and Inessa 
Adams four each. 

Carey led Jones with 37 points. 

EC, which jumped out to an early 10- 
point iead, trailed 45-14 ai the break 


EC men 76 

Jones mt 

The Warriors evemed ther MAC 
South Devisiem reeerd af 1-1 with the 


December 6 wim ower the Bobcats in 
rs 
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Nennein Harlow pumped in 18 
pre an — ¢ EC. which improved to 6- 
: = Hb-rvear bead coach Maurice 


The Warriors also got 12 points 
fem: Keomdre Hodges, 11 from Chris 
1) from Kegan Houston, 
Jimmie Broomfield, eight 
fem Asthony Nieves, and six from 


Li — also , pulled down 13 rebounds. 
~e Warriors shot 49.2 percent (31- 
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EC’s Kenneth Barlow dunks 
against Jones. 

EC photo 
of-63) from the floor and connected on 
12-of-26 free throws (46.2 percent), 

Derrious Gilmore poured in 19 
points to lead the Bobcats, who 
dropped to 4-5 and 1-1. 

The division battle was tied five 
times including at halftime when the 
score Was 32-32. 

EC's largest lead was 
there were four lead changes. 

EC women 71 

Itawamba 70 

The Lady indians, 7-3, missed a pair 
of free throws with no time left in regu- 
lation in their one-point loss to the 
Lady Warriors Thursday at Fulton. 

Ja Monica Orton paced EC, 4-7,»with 
a game-high 18 points. 

LaPrecious Naylon led [tawamba 
with 16 points. 

Itawamba 75 

EC men 70 

Jonathan Luster scored 14 points to 
lead Itawamba to the, five-point victory 
over East Central Thursday at Fulton. 

Jimmie Broomfield led the Warriors 
with 13 points. 

EC fell to 6-5, 
improved to 4-6. 


72-59 and 


while Itawamba 
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auditorium dedicated to honor Thrash 


special to the star 
DECATUR - A long- 


time faculty member at 
East Central Community 
College has been recog- 
nized with the dedication 
of an auditorium in his 
honor. 

Newton Hall, Room 60 
as Thomas W. Thrash 
Auditorium, honoring 
the late educator for his 
40 years of service at 
ECCC. The College’s 
Board of Trustees 

app proved the name 

ange at its September 
2009 meeting. 

“It is most appropriate 
that we name the audito- 
rium in memory of Mr. 
Thrash,” said ECCC 
President Dr. Phil A. Sut- 
phin. 

“He was an out- 
standing instructor who 
lived and breathed East 
Central Community Col- 
lege, as evidenced by his 
long and successful 
career. He also taught 
many classes in the 
Same auditorium that 
will now bear his name.” 

‘hrash, who died on 
Sept. 6, 2002, served as 
chairman of the Social 





which began and ended 
at ECCC. 

He was selected Acad- 
emic Instructor ofthe 
Year in 1987 and 
received an award for 
teaching excellence at 
the annual NISOD 
(National Institute for 
Staff and Organizational 
Development) Confer- 
ence in 1989 at the Uni- 
versity of Texas in 
Austin. In 1992, he was 
selected to participate in 
the annual Lamplighter 
Program, which recog- 
nizes the state’s out- 
standing community and 
junior college instruc- 
tors. He also partict- 
pated in the Mississippi 
Community College Fel- 
lowship Program at Mis- 
sissippi State University 
in 1998. 

In addition, Thrash 
was recognized as the 
College's Humanities 
Teacher of the Year in 
1999, an annual program 
sponsored by the ‘Missis: 
sippi Humanities Council 
in celebration of Arts 
and Humanities Month. 
During his lecture, 
Thrash spoke on “The. 
Impact of Rev. N.C. 
Clarke on Newton 





College in Newton was 
later named in his honor. 

Thrash also served as 
campus coordinator for 
the Smithsonian exhibit, 
“Produce for Victory: 
Posters on the American 
Home Front, 1941-45," a 
collection of wartime 
posters provided by the 
Institution’s Traveling 
Exhibition Services. The 
exhibit made its Missis- 
sippi debut at East Cen- 
tral in September 2001. 

He was a member of 
Decatur United 


tion and Gamma Nu 
Chapter of Phi Alpha 
Theta at Mississippi 
State University. | 

_ Thrash was awarded 
lifetime membership in 
the Mississippi Jaycees 
and the Jaycee Interna- 
tional Senate. He was 
presented numerous 
Distinguished Service 
awards during his tenure 
as Area Vice President of 
the Mississippi Jaycees. 

He served in the Mis- 
sissippi National Guard 
and was a member of the 
Decatur Country Club 
Board of Directors for 
more than 30 years. 

Thrash was a grad- 
uate of Newton High 
School, ECJC and Mis- 
sissippi State University, 
where he received bach- 
elor and master’s 
degrees. He completed 
additional studies at 
MSU and the University 
of Southern Mississippi. 

He began his teaching 
career in 1962 at East 
Central. 

Thrash was married to 
the former Jeanette 
Beevers and they 
two daughters, Mev and 
Melissa. Mev and her 
husband, Robbie Knight, 






Science, Education and County, Miss.” The Rev. Methodist Church, the have two children, Kelsi 
Business Division in Clarke, a great, great National Council of and Logan, and they 
addition to teaching grandfather of Thrash, Instructional Administra- reside in Meridian. 
social science classes. was the founder and first tors, Mississippi Faculty Melissa is married to 
He received pastor of Clarke-Venable Association for Commu- Robert Carleton and they 

numerous awards Baptist Church in nity and Junior Colleges, have one child, Hob, and 
throughout his career, Decatur. Clarke Memorial ECCC Alumni Associa- reside in Union. 
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Representing East Central Community College at the annua 
| tanmpiegtites Conference were (seated) Danny Gressett of 
| Decatur, machine shop technology instructor, and (standing 
from left) LeAnn Shirley of Meridian, ae fetoctny 
director/instructor; ee ries 








instructor, The annual conference recognize 


| standing community and junior college instructo tructors. 
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speak at 
ECCC 
‘banquet 


East Central Community 
College will once again usher 
in a new baseball season by 
holding its annual First-Pitch 
Dinner soheduled Friday, 
Feb. 5, on the Decatur cam- 
pus. Activities begin at 6:30 
p.m. in Mabry Memorial 
Cafeteria. 

Scott Berry, first-year 
head baseball coach at the 
University of Southern 
Mississippi, will serve as 
guest speaker. Berry succeeds 
his former boss and longtime 
head coach Corky Palmer, 
who retired after successfully 
leading the Golden Eagle 
program for !2 years. 

Tickets are $20 for adults 
and $10 for children 12 and 
under. For more information, 
contact Coach Neal Holliman 
at 601-635-6374. 
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This saying may have a 
truer meaning to those who 


are fortunate enough know 


Vicki Blaylock of Newton. 


Blaylock has ‘kerata — 


conus’, a disease affecting 
the cornea of theeve. 

"I was first diagnosed in 
1982 when I was at Delta 
State," Blaylock told the 
Newton Lion's Club last 

"My disease attacks the 
cornea of the eye making it 
go into a cone shape, like 
the end of a football." 

She went to five doctors 
that year before being find- 
ing one who could help her, 

One said he’s never 
seen a situationas bad as 

"I couldn't spell the dis- 
ease, much less know what 
he was talking about,” she 


“Tt was defined to me as 
a steep curving of the 
cornea which is the window 
of the eye, the thin part 
over the front part of your 
eye," she says. 






Blaylock said that twen- 
ty years ago, the cause of 


the disease was not known, 


but now, doctors believe it 


on my mother's side to 
other people, one older, one 
younger,” Blaylock says. 

"I'm the one that had the 
most problems, eye rub- 
bing, allergies and environ- 
ment,..increased light sen- 
sitivity, which I suffer from 
now." 

Blaylock remembe; 
having trouble driving at 
night when she was in her 


ne ant alsa ae Se 
| never give up 
Vickie Blaylok 


last year in college, 
"| knew the town like the 
back of my hand, but could- 


n't see the road well enough 
to turn in so | would slam 


on my brakes," she says. 


"My dad asked me; ‘why do 





Well, Iwas slamming on the 
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nding blindness doesn’t - “ne 


brake shoes for this car’? | 
poser aoe 
in 1996, and, in 
1997 both of my 
cornea  trans- 
plants huekled, 
causing a wrin- 
kle,” she says. 

"In 1999, as I.’ 
was singing in 
church, I got 
ready to. finish 
and | turned to 


brakes, I was petrified." 

After she was diag- 
nosed, the intense pain 
kicked in almost immedi- 
ately, she says. 

The cornea was coning 
and there was tremendous 
pain, keeping her from get- 
ting out in the light. 

"During this time I got 
married, four years later | 
became pregnant and went walk and. only 
into, a hormonal shift that saw white spots. 
caused my. right eye torup- It. would come 


ture," she recalls. and go, but. in 
A Phone Call one... eye it 
stayed,” she 


“L thought. to 
myself , ‘well this 
is it. ‘l knew it was 
coming and I am going 
blind, and the best place to 
go blind, I guess, was in 
church. That was when | 
eons 

Future 





_ That December, she had In 2000, Vicki started 
to have surgery. She 
remembers getting a phone 
call from her doctor, 

that he had some good 


news and bad news.. 
_ “T told him to tell me the 
u u | firs Bi wAYV) 3 Vic 


vocal musie director. 

"| was hag trouble 
piterdian, back of the 
n and was seeing 





‘ voice and music 
theory at ECCC, where she 
serves as the choral and 
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[have to keep having to buy bad fi 





ona for ri week.” she 


says of the call. 

“The good news is the 
tissues of the cornea they 
positive three times for 
AIDS and we are not going 
to put it in your eye. That 


Was 1986." 


Since then, she has had 
two transplants ant! uses’ 
steroid drops to keep her ~ 


from rejecting the trans- cal lens. 
plants. . 2 F el | i eral al 1a ( m * “ : e 
have “The heartbreak of t 

cataracts and glaucoma, ease. is ge sieet dokn. 


The steroids have’ Yal60 
caused her to 


a 


ri 


bare ah says. said. "I 
went to see the doctor and 


told him he had to fix this, 


He said ‘I told you you prob- 
ably wouldn't teach but 
about 10 or 15 years, so be 
thankful and go home.’ 

“T got. so mad,” she 
give up- | never have and 
never will.’ I walked out of 


there determined to find. 





~_ Blaylock Tears pig- 
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by" tee Ai) 
eeaito, arbor children” 
(Clanton, 22 and Anna- 
Rose) Se 0h 
|. Now in her: twenty- 
ip seventh year in the 
classroom, —. Blaylock 
says she never expected 
} to teach this long. 
i. "God has been good 
to me and my doctors 
say they have fixed me 
with duct tape and bail- 
| ing wire,” she, Says with 
| determination, 


"l know one day | 
awen's; beable to do my 
favorite. things, ‘like 


reading musie and 

Ir books and playing the 

. = (plane Mdenomtheday is 
Gt Vieki Blaylock dock - ¢oming but I am. not 
ior Ulve so aha se") gaing-dewn -and.,vwon't 


- go down easy.” 
ile F , . FF © : i , i Pi f j 
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Gatlin Joins ECCC Practical 


Nursing Faculty 

Alicia A. Gatlin of Morton is a recent addition to the 
Practical Nursing faculty at East Central Community College 
in Decatur, announced ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin. 

Prior to joining the ECCC staff, Gatlin served as di- 
rector of emergency services, assistant director of nursing 
services and director of patient registration at Scott Regional 
Hospital in Morton. She has also held nursing assistant and 
technician positions in various healthcare facilities. 

A graduate of Morton High School, Gatlin received 
an associate’s degree in nursing from ECCC in 2006 and earned 
a bachelor’s degree in nursing from the University of South- 
ern Mississippi in 2008. She also holds an associate’s degree 
in computer science from ECCC. In addition, she has attended 
Hinds Community College and Mississippi State University, 
where her focus was on Internet security, computer graphics 
and web design. 

Gatlin currently serves as vice president of the Dis- 
trict 15 Mississippi Nurses’ Association and is a member of 
various other nursing organizations. 

She has two children, Cody, six; and Caley, three. 


MERIDIAN coins —w 


WEEK OF __! 745 -AOlO 


NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES _ 

TON COUNTY JOURNAL | 
CLARION-LEDGER 


Two named 
ECCC HEADWAE 
Honorees 


special to the star 


Speech instructor Kate 
Keenan Covich of Rose Hill 
and sophomore pre-medicine 
major Jordan Gunn of Forest 
were recently selected to rep- 
resent East Central Commu- 
nity College in Decatur at the 
23rd Annual HEADWAE pro- 
gram scheduled Feb. 24 in 
Jackson. 

The HEADWAE (Higher 
Education Day: Working 
Toward Academic Excellence) 
program is sponsored by the 
Mississippi Legislature, sup- 
ported by the corporate com- 
munity and is coordinated by 
the Mississippi Association 
of Colleges and Universities. 
The lieutenant governor 
serves as chair of 
HEADWAE, which each year 
honors outstanding faculty 
members and students from 
each participating member 
institution of the Mississippi 
Association of Colleges and 
Universities. 

Activities for the special day 
include special recognition of 
the honorees at the State 
Capitol followed by an awards 
luncheon at the Jackson Con- 
vention Center in downtown 
Jackson. In addition, a booklet 
will be published featuring 
photographs and biographical 
sketches of each award recip- 
ient. 

In addition to her teaching 
duties, Covich is serving her 
second year as co-adviser for 
Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta 
Kappa, the international honor 
society for two-year colleges. 

She also serves as vice 
president of the ECCC Admin- 
istration, Faculty and Stafi 
Association. In addition, she 
was one of two ECCC faculty 
members selected to partici- 
pate in the inaugural class of © 
the Mississippi Community 


College Leadership Academy 
for 2009-10. 

Covich joined the ECCC 
faculty in 2007 after previously 
serving as an adjunct 
instructor for ECCC and 
Meridian Community College. 
She formerly worked in public 
relations for the Mitchell Com- 
panies in Meridian and earlier 
served as a producer and 
researcher for the Center for 
Public Television in 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 

A Bay Springs native, 
Covich is a 2001 honors grad- 
uate of Heidelberg Academy, 
where she participated in bas- 
ketball and was a member of 
the show choir, girls’ sextet 
and honor society. 

She was chosen Jasper 
County Junior Miss in 2001. 

She continued her educa- 
tion at Mississippi State Uni- 
versity and received a bach- 
elor’s degree in 
communication with an 
emphasis in broadcasting and 
public relations in 2005. While 
attending MSU, Covich was a 
member of the Diamond Girls, 
Kappa Delta sorority, Public 
Relations Association of Mis- 
sissippi (PRAM) and Public 
Relations Student Society of 
America (PRSSA). 

She received a master’s 
degree in telecommunication 
and film from the University of 
Alabama in 2006. 

She is currently working on 
a doctorate in speech commu- 
nication at the University of 
Southern Mississippi. | 

Covich serves as a volun- 
teer for the Mississippi Hugh 
O'Brian Leadership program 
and is a member of the Missis- 
sippi Communication Associa- 
tion and Meridian Young Pro- 
fessionals. 7 - 

She is married to Sean 
Covich, sports information 
director and men’s golf coach 
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Kate Keenan Covich | 


at Meridian Community Col- 
lege. They are active mem- 
bers of First Christian 

Church of Meridian, where 
Kate also sings in the chotr. 

She is the daughter of John 
and Sandy Keenan of Rose 
Hill. 

Gunn has maintained a per- 
fect 4.0 grade point average 
while serving leadership 
roles in various college activi- 
ties. 

He is president of the con- 
cert choir and residence hall 
advisers and co-president of 
the Warrior Corps, a select 
group of students that assists 
in recruiting and other 
campus activities. 

He also serves as vice 
president of fellowship for 
Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta 
Kappa.In addition, he is an 
active member of the Baptist 
Student Union, serving as 
council member and Bible 
study leader. He is also a 
former member of the Praise 
Band. * 

Gunn was presented the 
Aaron R. Davis Memorial 
Scholarship and the General 
Patrick Wilson Memorial 
Scholarship during the Col- 
lege’s Awards Day activities 
in 2009. He was recently 
named to "Who’s Who Among 
Students in American Com- 
munity and Junior Colleges" 
and selected a sophomore 





ope 






jordan Gunn a 


class favorite. 

Gunn is a 2008 honors 
graduate of Lake High 
School, where he was class 
valedictorian and recipient of 
numerous academic awards, 
He was also a four-year let- 
termen and award-winner in 
baseball and held leadership 
roles in various clubs and 
organizations. In addition, he 
was named to The National 
Society of High School 
Scholars, National Technical 
Honor Society and "Who's 
Who Among American High 
School Students." 

Gunn also excelled as a 
student at the Forest-Scott 
County Career and Tech- 
nology Center. He won 
honors in HOSA (Health 
Occupations Students of 
America) competition, 
including a fourth-place 
award in medical terminology 
at the state contest. He was 
also named Allied Health I 
Outstanding Student in 2007 
and Allied Health IT Out- 
standing Student in 2008. 

He received several schol- 
arships to attend ECCC, 
including the Presidential 
Scholarship, Valedictorian 
Scholarship, Concert Choir 
Scholarship, ACT Scholarship 
and Bank of Forest Scholar- 
ship. 

Gunn's parents are David 
and Elizabeth Gunn of Forest. 


ECCC Hosts Annual District Skills 
USA Competition 


Approximately 450. 
students representing career, 
technical and technology 
centers from Laurel to 
Starkville are scheduled to 


Demonstration A, Masonry, 
Qpenine and Closing Cer- 
emony, Machining Technol- 


ogy. py ile Speech, Quiz 
Bowl, Related Technical 


Noxubee Cotinty Vocational 
Center, Philadelphia/Neshoba 
County Career-Technical 
Center, Smith County Voca- 
tional-Technical Center, 


compete in various leadership Math, Residential Wiring, Wayne County Vocational- 
and skillevents whenthean- Sheet Metal, Technical Draft- Technical Center, West Point 
nual District III SkillsUSA ing and Welding. Career and Technical Center, 
contest is held Friday, Feb- Winners ineachcat- Winston/Louisville Voca- 
ruary 5, 2010, at East Central’ egory will be announced at tional-Technical Center, 
Community College in Deca- the awards ceremony begin- Clarke County Career and 
tur. ning at 2:30p.m.inHuffAu- Technical Center, Covington 
Wayne Eason, dean ditorium. The top three finish- County Vocational and Tech- 
of career-technical education _ ers qualify for state competi- _ nical Center, Millsaps Career 
at ECCC, said East Central tionscheduledinAprilatMis- Center in Starkville, Ross 
looks forward to hosting the —_sissippi Gulf Coast Commu- Collins Career and Technical 
event each year. nity College in Perkinston. Center in Meridian and West 
“Hosting the Dis- District III schools Lowndes High School. 
trict 3 SkillsUSA competition include A. P. Fatheree in Jones For more informa- 
is always a highlight for us. County,Choctaw CountyCa- tion, contact Wayne Eason, 
We look forward to having reer-Technical Center, Forest/ dean of career-technical edu- 
these very talented students ScottCountyCareer-Technol- cation, ECCC, Phone 601-635- 
on campus and hope that ogy Center, Laurel High 6211 orcall toll free, 1-877-462- 
many will continue theirca- School, Leake County Voca- 3222, ext. 211. The e-mail ad- 
reer and technical educations tional-Technical Center, dress is weason@eccc.edu. 
with us,” Eason said. McKellar Technology Center, 
at 9 a.m. in the Bradford J. 
Tucker Applied Technology 
Center. Competition starts at 
10 a.m. in the Tucker building 
and at various other loca- 
tions on campus. 
Categories include 
motive Service Technology, 
Cabinetmaking, Carpentry, 
Chapter Business Procedure, 
Extemporaneous Speaking, 
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Nelson Retires at ECCC...Dewey Nelson (center) of 
Lawrence was recently honored with a reception on his 
retirement from East Central Community College in 
Decatur. Nelson, a plumber/carpenter, served 13 years as 
a member of the College’s maintenance department. 
Shown with the retiree are Dr. Phil A. Sutphin (left), 
ECCC president; and Artie Foreman, physical plant 
director, who also presented the retiree with a cash gift. 
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Recently welcomed as new members of the 
Board of Directors of the East Central 
Community College Foundation, Inc., are Aubry 
Cox (center) of Carthage, owner of Cox and 
Associates Insurance Agency, and David 
Boydstun (fourth from left) of Louisville, vice 
president and lending officer at Renasant Bank. 
Cox, a member of the ECCC Class of 1981, is also 
a graduate of Leake Academy and Delta State 
University. He is married to the former Renee 
Covington and they have two sons, Brandon and 
Jared. Boydstun, a 1984 ECCC class member, is 
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also a graduate of Winston Academy and 
Mississippi State University, where he received 
bachelor and master’s degrees in accounting. He 
is married to the former Teresa Suttle and they 
have two boys, D.K. and Jesse. Shown with the 
new Board members are (from left), Dr. Phil A. 
Sutphin, ECCC president; George Taylor (Board 
chairman) of Forest, vice chairman, Community 
Banshares of Mississippi, Inc.; and (far right), 
Stacey Hollingsworth, ECCC director of founda- 
tion and alumni relations. 
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(secretary), 
| Louisville; Ricky Goldman, Philadelphia; Annie Stowers, Forest; and Lois 
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Serving on the East Central Community College Board of Trustees aes 
I, Morton; Newton; 





row, from left) Vernon Crotwell, Van Royce Shaw | 
Forest; Prentice Copeland (chairman), Philadelphia; Jerry Nance, 


Cooper, Decatur; (second row, row, from teft) William E- Kitchings, Carthage, 
ebecca Farri Lake; Pat Cleveland, Cone- 







County Superintendent of Education; id Byars, Philadel ia; W.B. Jones 

Walnut Grove; Leo Parker, Noxapater; Alan D. rs, Padi: WB 
Neshoba County Superintendent of Education; and Pat bn great spiced 
Superintendent of Education. eee on aie laecm bomen hark 
Janie Wilbanks and Dr. Kippsay 04 Cos 0. Cooper, both of 
Delane Hudson, 


e; Beverly Hart, 
Union; Randal Livingston both Vi Louisville; and Dr. 


| William C. Wade, pes = = Louisville Municipal School District. 
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-ECCC Foundation Board Members 
| on the Board of Directors of the East Central Community College 


Foundation, Inc., are (seated from left) Gilbert Thompson (Board vice chair- 


estates, Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians; Patsy Dunigan Clark of 
Lt ea ee anpietestt ee ene eee ees wore ey 
(Board chairman) of Forest, vice chairman, Community Bancshares of Missis- 
sippi, Inc.; and Dr. Eddie M. Smith of Decatur, ECC president emeritus; and | 
(standing from left) Stacey Hollingsworth, ECCC director of | 
and alumni relations; Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, ECCC president and ex-officio mem- 
ber; Aubry Cox of Carthage, owner of Cox and Associates Insurance Agency; — 
Norman Gillis of Decatur, accountant, ECCC business office; and David Boyd- 
stun of Louisville, vice president and loan officer at Renasant Bank. 
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ECCC Board of Trustees Officers 


Recently re-elected to two-year terms as officers of the East Central Community College Board 
of Trustees are (from left) Prentice Copeland, chairman, of Philadelphia; Jack Winstead, vice 
chairman, of Lawrence; and Royce Shaw, secretary, of Forest, who are shown with ECCC 
President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin. Copeland begins his eighth term as chairman and Winstead 1s in 
his fifth term. Shaw begins his fourth term as secretary. The elections were held at the Febru- 
ary 2010 meeting on the Decatur campus. East Central serves Leake, Neshoba, Newton, Scott 
and Winston counties. (EC Photo) 
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Winston County officials recently visited the East Central Commu- 
nity College campus in Decatur and were luncheon guests at the Feb- 
ruary meeting of the College’s Board of Trustees. Seated from left are 
Luke Parkes, District Two Supervisor; Kim Ming, Circuit Clerk; Larry 
Durant, District Five Supervisor; Pam Reel, Chancery Clerk; Jerry 
Estes, District One Supervisor; and Lamar Turnipseed, District Four 
Supervisor. Also shown are trustees from Winston County, who 
include (standing from left) Jerry Nance, Patsy Clark and Randal Liv- 
ingston, all of Louisville; Leo Parker of Noxapater; and William C. 
Wade, Superintendent, Louisville Municipal School District. Apprecia- 
tion was extended to the county officials for their support of the Col- 
lege. (EC Photo) 
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Donates car to ECCC 


East Central Community College in Decatur received a much-needed addition to its re!- 
atively new police department thanks to a recent donation by the Department of Public 
Safety for the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians, Wendell Willis, left,, captain of patrol 
operations, presents keys to a 2005 Ford Crown Victoria patrol car to Jonathan Peeples, 
center, ECCC police chief, while Ken Butler, public safety department director, looks on. 
Chief Peeples said the College “very much appreciates the patrol car and other equip- 
ment donated by Choctaw Law Enforcement. The car and other items will help us 
‘remendously as we continue efforts in establishing a first-class police department at 
East Central Community College.” (EC Photo) . 
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cuts on top of system-wide 
record enrollment increases 
this year. 

Rep. Kelvin Buck, D-Holly 
Springs, told the crowd of 
approximately 200 communi- 
ty college students and faculty 
gathered in the Capitol rotun- 
da that House members 
understand the two-year col- 
leges need funding to provide 


see more than just numbers 
when it comes to talking 


But neither Barbour nor Lt. 
Gov. Phil Bryant gave any 
hope to college supporters of 
increased funding this year. 

The state officials were 
speaking Thursday at a news 
conference called by the 
3,000-member Mississippi 
Faculty Association for Com- 
munity and Junior Colleges to 


spotlight the record-breaking 
Sronices in ie mace of Cet 





thing 

Gooey ce eas pelt 
ties on the table we can find 
the funds to do what we need 





ted to mid-level funding 
through Senate Bill 2364, a his- 
toric measure per- 
student funding for communi- 
ty colleges that is midway 
between per-student funding 
for K-12 students and regional 
public university students. The 
colleges are asking for $64.7 
million for mid-level funding 
in FY 2011, 

“All of our colleges are 


experiencing record enroll- 
ment, The demand is there. We 


VAIN PIR 


spring with credit enrollment 
up 16 percent over last spring, 
said Dr. Eric Clark, executive 
director of the State Board for 
Community and Junior Col- 


“Community colleges are 
the institutions primarily 
responsible for getting folks 
off welfare, and out of mini- 
mum wage jobs and letting 
them make a good living for 
their families and pay more 
taxes to their state and local 
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governments,” Clark said. “If 
you look at the numbers over 
the past decade, community 
colleges have been under- 
funded compared to other 
other parts of our educational 


system. . 
much more severe in the past 
12 months because of our 
booming enrollment. 

Willis Lott, president of Mis- 
sissippi Gulf Coast Communi- 
ty College and chair of the 
Mississippi Association of 
Community and Junior Col 
leges commended the com- 
munity college faculty for per- 
severing through repeated 
budget cuts and chronic 


“Our faculty are where the 
rubber hits the road in the 
classrooms and they're the 
ference in the 85,000 lives of 
the students enrolled today; 
he said.“ We are being asked to 
do more with less. We have 25 
percent more people enrolled 
today than we had two years 
ago. We are more with 
student. We're getting less for a 
fulltime student today than 
we were in the year 2000. That 
is not responsible support 
from anybody.” 

Mack-Arthur Turner Jr. of 
Tupelo, a sophomore at 
Itawamba Community Col- 
lege, shared his personal 
story of dropping out of 
school twice but fin 
receiving his GED high 
school equivalency certifi- 
cate and enrolling in a free 
class at ICC. “I know the 


impact community colleges 
have on all our lives,” he said. 
“This is my story, but it is a 
story that — people can 
identify with 

One of those is LaTrisha 
Miller of Raymond, a health 
dent at Hinds Community 
College's Jackson Campus- 
Nursing/Allied Health Cen- 
ter. 


“Being a single mother, and 
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East Central Community College in Decatur at he ann Capito 
activities held Feb. 18, 2010, in Jackson were (front, from left) sophomore 
y McMillan of Newton and freshman Monica Vincent of Decatur; (second 

row, from left) s ores Kurt Simoneau of Louin, Quin Stokes of 
and Zach Gibbs of Forest; and (back row, from left) faculty members Marc 
McCool of Louisville, Kate Covich of Rose Hill and Chri Ferguson of Philadel- 
phia; and ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, who were joined in the —— by 
State Rep. Russ Nowell of Louisville. by the Mississippi Faculty Asso- 
ciation for Community and Junior Capitol Day is held to bring atten. 
tion to the funding needs of the state's community and junior colleges and to 


promote the colleges’ ongoing Mississippi Values message. 





the age of 37, if it had not 
been for Hinds | would not 
have been able to come back 
to college,” she said. For her, 
the hard work is paying off. 
She'll be recognized this 
spring as one of the college's 
3-E (emphasis on excellence 
and enrichment) winners. 

As Mississippi's largest 
community college, Hinds 
Community College is a com- 


prehensive institution offer- 
ing quality, affordable educa- 
tional opportunities with 
more than 170 academic, 
career and technical pro- 
grams. With six locations in 
central Mississippi, Hinds is 
+Oon track to serve more than 
40,000 credit and noncredit 
students in the 2009-10 acad- 
emic year. To learn more, visit 
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Workshop 
eat attended the annual High School Coun- 
selors’ Workshop at East Community College in Decatur, where they 
were provided information on academic tra , career-technical and 
healthcare programs, ACT testing, financial aid, scholarships, housing and 
admissions. Winston County counselors included (from left) Beverly Ballard, 
Winston Academy; Cindy Stewart, LouisvilleWinston Vocational Complex; 
and Tessia Carter, Noxapater High School. Also pictured is Lanette Hanna, 
ECCC academic counselor/recruiter. (EC Photo) 
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East Central CC celebrates Bl 


DECATUR — East Central Com- 
munity College held its annual Black 
History Month program on February 
24 in the Vickers Fine Arts Auditori- 
um. The featured speaker, Mayor 
Juan Barnett, who is the first African 


American elected to serve as mayor 
of Heidelburg, spoke about the histo- 
ry of black economic empowerment. 
Barnett is in his third term as mayor. 

Barnett is a Guif War veteran and 
a 1988 graduate of Livingston Uni- 
versity. 


Former ECCC Assistant Coach 
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ack History Month 


for Men’s Basketball Brandon D. 
Corelius served as the master of 
ceremonies. 

Cornelius, who is the head girls’ 
basketball coach at Rowan Middle 
School in Jackson, also serves as 
senior associate pastor of the City of 
Destiny Church in Jackson. 
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juan Barnett, who is the first African American elect- 
er Uieen > as mayor of Heidelburg, spoke about the histo- 
ry of black economic empowerment at ECCC. 
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Leake Educators 

Leake County educators recently attending 
the annual High School Counselors’ Workshop at 
East Central Community College in Decatur, 
were, from left, Pamela Peoples, Leake County 
Career-Technical Center; and Deborah Hayes, 
Carthage High School. Also pictures is Ramonica 
Evans, ECCC Tech Prep Career Center 


Director/recruiter. 
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Winston Medical Center eS arg he in Customer Service Workshop 

The staff of the Winston Medical Center of Louisville participated in a cus- 
tomer service workshop titled “Give'Em the Pickle” that covers the impor- 
tance of service, attitude, consistency, and teamwork. This workshop was 








made possible through a partnership between the ECCC Workforce Devel- 
opment Center, the ECCC Small Business Develo Center, and the West 





Alabama East Mississippi WIRED Initiative. Shelley Thomas, ECCC Advanced 
Skills Trainer, (standing) is serving as the facilitator of the workshop and is 
available at the ECCC Career Advancement Center, located in the old Spar- 
tus facility, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, For more. 
information on this workshop or other classes and services being offered at . 
the facility, contact Thomas, Phone 662-536-1150 or Joseph Knight, ECCC 
Workforce Development Coordinator, Phone 601-389-0832, Their email 
address is sthomas@eccc.edu or jknight@eccc.edu. (EC Photo) 
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East Central Community College’s Athletic 
Department received a financial boost from the 
Decatur Lions Club following a presentation held 
recently on the Decatur campus. Club member 
Bobby Addy (left) is shown presenting a check for 
$500 to Athletic Director Chris Harris, who said the 
donation will be used to help pay expenses for 
College teams advancing to post-season competi- 
tion. At right is Stacey Hollingsworth, executive 
director for foundation and alumni relations, whose 
office also coordinates fundraising for the Warrior 
Club, a support group for ECCC athletics. (EC 
Photo) 
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Wood 
Makes Dona- 
| tion to ECCC 
Golf Team 
James T. | 
"Jim" Wood 
of Louisville 
is shown 
with a small | 
portion of 
the 25 dozen 
golf balls he 
recently 
donated to 
tral Commu- 
nity College 
Warrior Golf 
Team. He | 
was on the 
Decatur cami- wu , 
pus recently | 
to make the donation, which he has done annu- 
ally since 1995. In the 15 years, he has donated a 
total of 4,500 golf balls. Wood is a graduate of | 
East Central, where he played on the 1946 and 
1947 football squads. He was also a member of 
the track team and served as an athletic trainer 
in 1948. In 1995, he was inducted as a member of 
the College's Athletic Hall of Fame. (EC Photo) 
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SCOTT EDUCATORS ATTEND 
ECCC COUNSELOR WORKSHOP 


These area educators recently attended the annual High School Counselors Workshop at East 
Central Community College in Decatur, where they were provided information on academic 
transfer, career-technical and healthcare programs, ACT testing, financial aid, scholarships, 
housing and admissions. Scott County counselors included (seated, from left) Kery Kenna, 
Forest High School; Misty Wells, Betty Mae Jack Middle School; and Shellie Pennypacker, 
Morton High School; and (back row, from left) Kim Shoemaker, Scott Central High School; 
Dawn McKee, Sebastopol High School; and Karen Moorehead, Forest/Scott County Career 
and Technology Center. Also pictured is Marcie Pinson, ECCC Recruiter/Director of 


Housing/Student Activities. 
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Neshoba educators « attend E C counselor workshop - 


These area educators recently attended the annual High School Counselors’ Workshop at 
East Central Community College in Decatur, where they were provided information on aca- 
demic transfer, career-technical and healthcare programs, ACT testing, financial aid, schol- 
arships, housing and admissions. Neshoba County counselors included, from left, Sandy 
Wedgeworth, Philadephia/Neshoba County Career-Technical Center; Dusty Croswell, 
Philadelphia Middle School; and Emily Gibson, Neshoba Central High School. Also pictured 





is Christi Gregory, ECCC Career-Technical Counselor/recruiter. (EC Photo) 
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Winston County vital 


From press reports 


Winston County continues 
to play a major role in the 
success of East Central Com- 
munity College in Decatur. 
where a record enrollment 
was reported for the fall 2009 
term. 

The record enrollment - 
2,841 students - along with 
the College's first tuition 
increase in several years, have 
helped to offset state budget 
cuts totaling in excess of 
$800,000 for the current fis- 
cal year. A conservative 
approach to business opera- 
tions has also played a major 
role in maintaining the Col 
lege’s financial stability. 

“We had anticipated bud- 
get cuts due to the decreased 
revenue in the state coffers,” 
said ECCC President Dr. Phil 
A. Sutphin, “and knew that to 
offset the cuts, we needed 
additional revenue. We cer- 
tainly did not want to raise 
tuition but had no choice” 

In addition to increasing 
tuition and raising some fees, 
Dr. Sutphin said the College 
has implemented various 
cost-cutting measures to its 
$19 million-plus budget. 

“We have done just about 
all we can do to cut costs, 
including limiting travel and 
purchases, etc.” said Dr. Sut- 
phin. “But with the increased 
enrollment, we have more 
students to serve, which 
makes it a challenge to pro- 
vide the quality education 
and services they deserve. It's 
the same old song for us and 
the other community and 
junior colleges, and that is to 
continue to do more with 
less.” 


$575 and the board fee is 
$765. Total cost to attend 
ECCC per semester (without 
financial assistance) is $2,210 
for a five-day meal plan and 
$2,365 for students on the 
seven-day meal plan. 

Although tuition and addi- 
tional costs to attend EC have 
increased, numerous financial 
aid opportunities continue to 
be available for students of all 
ages. 

In addition to athletic, 
band, ACT and othet academ- 
ic awards, various scholar- 
ships are provided by alumni, 
businesses and industries at 
the annual AT&T Scholarship 
Luncheon held each summer. 

The unique event recog- 
nizes donors and recipients 
of the various scholarships, 
which in 2009 resulted in 93 
scholarships being presented 
totaling approximately 
$70,000, according to event 
coordinator Stacey 
Hollingsworth who serves as 
executive director for founda- 
tion and alumni relations. 

“Thanks to the generosity 
of our alumni and other sup- 
porters, attending college 
became less expensive for 
approximately 120 students 
who received the various 
awards,” she said.“And I] know 
the scholarship recipients are 
also very appreciative of the 
financial support received to 
continue their education.” 

Serving students by provid- 
ing the best education possi- 
ble continues to be the Col 
lege’s mission. 


thanks to an articulation 
agreement between the 
state's community and junior 
colleges and four-year col- 
leges and universities, those 
courses are guaranteed to 
transfer to the respective 
institutions. 

To further assist students in 
Winston County, numerous 
academic coursework is 
offered at the Winston Coun- 
ty/Louisville Career-Technical 
Complex as part of the Col- 
lege's evening class schedule 
and summer program. 

East Central continues to 
offer several healthcare pro- 
grams, including associate 
degree nursing, practical 
nursing, EMT-Paramedic Tech- 
nology and surgical technolo- 


gy. 

The College recently began 
a Dual Enrollment Practical 
Nursing Program for district 
high school seniors and grad- 
uated the first class in 
December 2009. 

Students who qualify for 
the four-semester program 
attend afternoon classes “free 
of charge” Monday through 
Thursday on the Decatur 
campus. Funding for the 
unique program is provided 
by a grant from the Mississip- 
pi Board for Community and 
Junior Colleges. 

Dr. Betsy Mann, dean of 
healthcare education, said the 
designed to allow high 
school seniors “a fast track 
approach” to the nursing 
field. 


offer a wide variety of career- 
technical programs, including 
automotive technology, busi- 
ness and office technology, 
carpentry and cabinetmak- 
ing, early childhood educa- 
tion, collision repair, drafting 
and design, electrical technol- 
ogy, electronics, culinary arts, 
machine shop and welding 
and cutting. Culinary arts 
technology is now a two-year 
program and has moved to 
the Decatur campus from the 
Choctaw Hospitality Institute 
along with the hotel and 
restaurant management pro- 


gram. 

And for those students 
needing a “second chance,” at 
education, East Central con- 
tinues to provide its ABE 
(Adult Basic Education) and 
GED (General Educational) 
Program, through the 
Office of Adult and Continu- 
ing Education. Gene Davis of 
Louisville is the longtime 
dean of the program. 

Classes are offered 
throughout the five-county 
district. In Winston County, 
classes are offered at 
Louisville United Methodist 
Church and Taylor Machine 
Works. 

Each summer the College 
recognizes graduates of the 
program by holding Com- 


mencement evercices frr ctu. 





Dr. Sutphin said he does 
not anticipate layoffs or cut- 
ting salaries, but indicated 
some positions when vacated 
due to retirement or other 
reasons, may go unfilled. 

“The last thing we want to 
do is cut jobs,” said Dr. Sut- 
phin, “and I don’t anticipate 
that happening. Where possi- 
ble, there may be a ‘doubling 
up’ of responsibilities in some 
areas to make sure we are 
providing services needed to 
complete our mission, which 
is to serve students” 

East Central's record enroll- 
ment included 289 students 
from Winston County. A 
record number of students - 
approximately 1,420 - also 
registered for online courses 
at ECCC through the Missis- 
sippi Virtual Community Col- 
lege. 

Tuition was raised to $800 
per semester, an increase of 
$100, The cost per academic 
hour for part-time students 
increased to $85. Also imple- 
mented were a technology 
fee of $30 and registration fee 
of $40, per semester. Pro- 
ceeds from the registration 
fee will help provide addi- 
tional funding for student 
activities and pay for students 
to receive the College year- 
book, the Wo-He-Lo. Addition- 
al fees may also apply for var- 
ious programs, including 
healthcare and other areas. 

_Fees for room and board 
were also increased. The 
room fee per semester is now 


“We beam with pride each 
‘year when we receive reports 
from the four-year colleges 
and anberiics indicating 
the success of our graduates,” 
said Dr. Sutphin, “And accord- 
ing to the data, East Central 
students who continue their 
education at the other institu- 
tions, perform as well as or 
better than native students 
and students representing 
the other 14 community and 
junior colleges.” 

In the area of academics, 
EC offers more than 160 aca- 


demic programs of study; and 


“East Central Community 
College is proud to be partic- 
ipating in this opportunity for 
our five-county district,” Dr. 
Mann said. “We are support- 
ing this program for more 
Opportunities for students to 
be ready for the workforce at 
a younger age and to help 
with the high school dropout 
rates. This program will also 
give high school students an 
advantage to enter into the 
workforce and then bridge 
into our Associate Degree 
Nursing Program.” 

The College continues to 














Above is an artist rendering of the Aaron R. Davis Science Building, expected 
to be completed in 2011. A gr reaking ceremony for the $4.1 million facili- 
ty was held last fall. The two-story structure will include state-of-the-art labora- 
tory facilities and is named in memory of Ron Davis, longtime biology instructor 
and division chairman who lost his battle with cancer in April 2006. 


dents receiving their high 
school equivalency diplomas. 

In 2009. approximately 350 
students - from age 17 to 
almost 60 - earned their GED 
diplomas and 75 of the grad- 
uates participated in the grad- 
uation ceremony. 

Four of the graduates pro- 
vided testimonies during the 
special program held in a 
packed Huff Auditorium. One 
of the speakers was Nitoka 
Hughes of Louisville, who 
dropped out of school when 
she was a 17-year-old tenth 
grader. 

During her remarks, Hugh- 
es, 28, said, “The key is to 
never give up on your hopes 
and dreams. 1 challenge any- 
one who is in school to stay 


yu hae dpe ot of 


school, find a GED class, work 


hard and do not give up until _ 


you earn your diploma! If | 
can do it, you can, too. It’s up 
to us to grab hold of those 
opportunities. :..the sky’s the 
limit! Remember to always 
believe in yourself!” 

.To assist the College in 
locating high school 
dropouts and convincing 
them to strive for the GED 
diploma, East Central is par- 
ticipating in Mississippi's 
Dropout Recovery efforts, an 
initiative supported and fund- 
ed by the Mississippi Legisla- 

Jimmy Dempsey, a retired 
educator and Louisville 
native, was selected in 2009 
on a parttime basis to help 
recruit high school dropouts 
for the GED program. 

“I love helping people get 





ECCC, see page 11 





ECCC 


Contin- 
ued from page 10. 





heir GED.. it's a passion~" said 
GED on July 1, 1990 and contin- 
ued though June 30, 2006, 
when he retired after 35 years 
in education, most recently as 
careertechnical counselor at 
ECCC. 

East Central also provides 
assistance to businesses and 
industries in Winston County 
through the College's Work- 
force Development Center. The 
Center’s mission is “to support 
businesses, industries, individu- 
als and communities with 
assessment, training, job place- 
ment, consultation and instruc- 
tional services designed to 
improve the capabilities of the 
citizens in the five-county dis- 
trict.” 

In Winston County, “cus- 
tomized” services were recently 
provided at the ECCC Career 
Advancement Center, Georgia- 
Pacific Corporation, Louisville 
Winston County Career-Techni- 
cal Center, Polo Custom Prod- 
ucts, The Taylor Group, Inc., and 
Winston-Choctaw County Cor- 
rectional Facility. 

In the area of athletics, East 
Central offers 10 intercollegiate 
sports, including football, 
women and men’s basketball, 
women and men’s soccer, base- 
ball, fast-pitch softball, women's 
and men’s tennis and golf. 

With the decrease in state 
revenues, efforts are continuing 
to provide financial assistance 
to the College’s sports teams 
through donations to the War- 
rior Club. 

In a letter sent to alumni and 
other supporters earlier this 
year, Warrior Club president 
Brenda Chaney of Little Rock 
stressed the need for atten- 
dance at athletic events and 
continued financial assistance. 

“Even though we have made 
much progress, we still need 
other improvements in our 
facilities and additional athletic 
materials and supplies,” Chaney 
stated.“ We thank you for the dif- 
ference you have made in the 
athletic facilities and equipment 
available to our athletes, and we 
want to engage you in the 
future of the College” 


In addition to athletics, EC 
offers for opportunities for stu- 
dents interested in student gov- 
ernment, academic organiza- 
tions, music and special interest 
groups, religious: organizations, 
intramural activities and cheer 
squads. 

East Central is also dedicated 
to providing the very best in 
housing facilities for all students 
on the Decatur campus. The 
College offers two residence 
halls for female students and 
five residence hall for male stu- 
dents. The most fecent dormito- 
ry “enhancement” is the addi- 
tion of cable TV and wireless 
Internet services for all rooms 
provided at no additional 
charge. 

East Central has also broken 
ground for a new science build- 
ing, to be named in memory of 
longtime biology instructor Ron 
Davis, who lost his battle to can- 
cer in April 2006. 


2>EAL 











Davis 


State-of-the-art laboratories 
for science students will be 
included in the $4.1 million, 
two-story facility to be located 
next to Cross Hall, where sci- 
ence classes will continue to 
be offered. Cross Hall will also 
undergo renovation following 
completion of the Aaron R. 
Davis Science Building. State 
bond funds accumulated over- 
all several years provided 
financial resources for both 
projects. 

In looking toward activities 
planned for this summer, a 
highlight each year is ECCC 





Sutphin 









Warrior Golf Classic, 
a fundraising effort - 
providing scholar- 
ships for district stu- 
dents. 

Sponsored by the 
ECCC Alumni Associ- 
ation, the ninth 
annual event is being 
held Thursday, June 
3, 2010, at Louisville 
Country Club, 

+ Entry fee for the 

four-person scramble 

is $340 per team, Corporate 

sponsorships are also available 
at various levels. 

For more information, con- 
tact Stacey Hollingsworth in 
the ECCC Alumni Office, 601- 
635-6327 or e-mail 
sholling@eccc.edu. 

Fast Central Community 
College is most appreciative of 
the support it continues to 
receive from Winston County 
and strives to provide the 
county's citizens with a quali- 
ty education at an affordable 
price and services needed for 
SUCCESS. 
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-Taylor at ECCC Expo 
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East Central offers 
dual nursing program 


Qualifying seniors can 
now take the fast track to a 
career in nursing by 
enrolling in East Central 
Community College’s Dual 


listed above, as well as 
whether the student has 
completed Allied Health I 
or Il, although neither 
course is a pre-requisite. 


background check, aso, 


required by Mississippi 
State Law. 

For more information, 
telephone Dr. Mann at 601- 





















Enrollment Practical Those selected must 635-6294. The e-mail 
Nursing Program. also submit to a health aes is 
The Dual Enrollment evaluation and a criminal Peccc.edu. 
Nursing Program is funded 
by a grant from the State 
rarer pote Students who have not 
school. The only cost for tact ECCC ne aM coun- 
students is transportation selor Michael Alexander at 
to the Decatur campus, 601-635-6231 to make an 
where the classes are held appointment to do so. 
in the Association Degree In addition, each appli- 
Nursing/Childcare cant must arrange for an 
Technology Building. official letter to be sent 
“Successful students from their high school 
would be able to complete counselor verifying: com- 
the program by the end of ple jon of at least 14 core 
the fall semester of their school units or a 30 or 
ian year in college,” abpye composite score on 
Betsy Mann ACT and a minimum 
; ) cumulative grade point 
e on a 4.0 scale for 
mendation of their 
school principal or 
official letter 
sein 3 Patho DEMOCRAT 


scripts for any college work —— 
NEV] completed, and an ACT 


score. 
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Frankie Johnson, second from left, Central Mississippi Residential Center Director of Pub- 
lic Relations, provides career information to East Central Community College students, from 
left, Yulon Stewart and Shana Jackson, both of Philadelphia, and Gretchen Russell of New 
Orleans, La., during the ninth annual Business, Education and Healthcare Expo hosted by 
the College. More than 35 business, industry and educational representatives and approx- 
imately 280 students attended the event, which was held March 71 in the Brackeen-Wood 
Gymnasium on the Decatur campus. (EC Photo) 
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ECCC PHOTO 


LONGMIRE PROVIDES CAREER 
INFORMATION DURING ECCC EXPO 


Charles Longmire (left), engineering manager at Raytheon, Inc., in Forest, discusses career 
opportunities with (from left) Anthony Brown and Will Land, both of Philadelphia; and Jere- 
my Saucier and Carrie Alexander, both of Decatur, during the ninth annual Business, Educa- 
tion and Healthcare Expo hosted by East Central Community College in Decatur. Approxi- 
mately 35 business, industry and educational representatives and 280 students attended the 
event, which was held March 11 in the Brackeen-Wood Gymnasium on the Decatur campus. 
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Warriors in 


Hall of Fame 


from school reports 


DECATUR — When veteran 
women’s basketball coach Van 











Chancellor was inducted into the 
East Central Community College 
Athletic Hall of Fame in 1998, he 
about his successful career: “I 
believe this about coaching: 
make sure the bus is loaded with 
good players on it and you can 
be a good — 
coach.” He 
added: ites 
really lucky to 
reap the bene- 
fits of a lot of 
hard work by so 
many people.” 

Chancellor } 

has obviously i Sc 

attracted | a 
numerous bus- Chancellor 
loads of talent 


throughout his 30-plus years of 
coaching on the hardwood, as 
evidenced by the 500-plus victo- 
ries and championships achieved 
on the high school, college, pro- 
fessional and international 
levels, 

In recognition of his success, 
Chancellor and representatives 
of the state's other two-year col- 
leges will be inducted into the 
Mississippi Community College 
Sports Hall of Fame during a cer- 
emony scheduled Tuesday, April 
27, 2010, at the Jackson Hilton. 
Activities begin with a reception 
at 6:15 p.m. and will be followed 
by a7 p.m. program. : 

A Louisville native, Chan- ~* 
cellor has been described as a 
coach who does more than just 
“coach” talented players to win 
titles, as explained by one of his. 
former WNBA Houston Comet 
players following yet nother 


league championship: 
Chancellor teaches*ez 


t— rT 






he also teaches love.” 


NES 
SCC 
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CLA 








He is currently in his third 
year leading the Louisiana State 
University Tigers, who advanced 
to the second round of the 2010 
NCAA Women’s Basketball Tour- 
nament en route to a 21-10 
record. 

Chancellor began his tenure 
at LSU in 2007-08 and quickly 
found success as the Tigers 
were SEC regular season cham- 
pions and advanced to the NCAA 
Final Four before finishin a at 31- 
6. For his efforts? Chane lor 
was named Southeastern Coach 
of the Year by both the coaches 
and media and was one of four 
finalists for the Naismith 
National Coach of the Year 
award. 

His 2008-09 squad finished 19- 
11 and advanced to the second 
round of the NCAA Tournament. 

Prior to his return to the col- 
lege ranks, Chancellor led the 
Houston Comets of the Women’s 
National Basketball Association 
(WNBA) from 1997-2007. During 

his tenure, the Comets won the 
league’s first four titles and were 
the only team to make the play- 
offs in each of the first seven sea- 
sons of the league. 

In recognition of his success, 
Chancellor was named WNBA 
Coach of the Year for 1997, 1998 
and 1999. The 1998 Comets stil] 
hold the record for the highest 
winning percentage in the his- 
tory of NBA and WNBA basket- 
ball with a 27-3 mark (.900). 
Chancellor was also named 
Coach of the WNBA’s All-Decade 
Team in June 2006, His overall ~~ 
record was 211-111 for the 10 
seasons, which makes him the 
winningest coach in WNBA his- 
tory. 

Chancellor is probably most 
associated with his success at 
the University of Mississippi, 
where he led the Rebels from 
1978-97, amassing a 439-154 
record during his 19-year tenure. 
His teams advanced to 14 NCAA 
Tournaments, including four 
Elite Eights and three Sweet 16s. 
His 1991-92 squad won the SEC 
regular season championship 
with a perfect 11-0 mark and 
advanced to the Elite Eight prior 
to finishing with a 29-3 record. 
On three occasions, Chancellor 
was named SEC Coach of the 
Year at Ole Miss. 

Chancellor also found success 
on the international level, 
posting an overall 38-0 record as 


See CHANCELLOR on page B4 —— 
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Lake Higt School, where he compiled an over the Ole Miss Rebel program. __ __ Basketball Hall of Fame, 2007; American 
| | impressive 307-103 over. ll record, His Chancellor was aformer basketball = __ Association of Community and Junior Col- 
TONY eriee |p | | boys’ teams went 164-51 and the girls’ standout at Louisville High School, where re Outstanding Alumni Award, 2005: 
7.24 coach of the United States National, record was 173.52. he averaged 24 points per game his senior USA Basketball Coach of the Year, 2002; 
Team in.2004 and 2002. He led the 2004 Chancellor continued his success at season. He continued his athletic career at _ Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame, 2001: 
squad to an Olympic gold medal. Harrison Central High School, where his _ then East Central Junior College in F _ Mississippi Sports Hall of Fame, 1998; and 
He began his coaching career while a teams amassed a five-year record of 277 Decatur, where he played two years for __ National Women’s Basketball Coach of the 
senior at Mississippi State University, > wins and 62 losses. His led the boys’ teams _ coach Denver Brackeen, who was posthu- Year by the Women’s Basketball News Ser- 
serving as head coach of the boys’ basket-" to a 121-38 record and the girls posted a mously inducted into the \ ississippi Com-_ vice, 1992. 
ball team at Noxapater High School, 156-24 mark and captured consecutive munity College Sports HallofFamein _ | Chancellor is married to the former 
efore taking over as head c of championships in 1976 and 1977, Additional honors Chancellor has _ adaughter, Renee, and four grandchildren, 
boys’ and girls’ basketball teams at Horn He left Harrison Central in 1978 to take _ received include the Naismith Memorial __ Nicholas, Jacob, Joseph and Zachary. 














Dual Enrollment Nursing Pro 





Available for High School Seniors 


SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 


Qualifying seniors can 
now take the fast track to 


a career in nursing by 
enrolling in East Central 
Community  College’s 
Dual Enrollment Practical 
Nursing Program. 
ane Dual Enrollment 
ursing Program is fund- 
eat 3 by a grant from the 
State Board for Commu- 
nity and Junior Colleges 
and allows students to 
attend classes free of 
charge while in high 
school. The only cost for 
students is transportation 
to the Decatur campus, 
where the classes are held 
in the Association Degree 
Nursing/Childcare Tech- 
nology Building. 
“Successful students 
would be able to complete 
the program by the end of 
the fall semester of their 
freshman year in col- 


APPEARED IN: 


CARTHAGINIAN 


lege,” said Dr. Betsy 
Mann, ECCC Dean of 
Healthcare Education. 

To apply for the Dual 
Enrollment Program, stu- 
dents must complete an 
application for admission 
to ECCC and the Applica- 
tion for Healthcare Edu- 
cation. They must also 
submit an official high 
school transcript, tran- 
scripts for any college 
work completed and an 
ACT score. 

Students who have not 
taken the ACT should 
contact ECCC academic 
counselor Michael 
Alexander at 601-635- 
6231 to make an appoint- 
ment to do so. 

In addition, each appli- 
cant must arrange for an 
official letter to be sent 
from their high school 
counselor verifyng: com- 
pletion of at least 14 core 
high school units or a 30 


NEWTON COUNTY APPEAL 


SPIRIT OF MORTON 
MERIDIAN STAR. 


or above composite score 
on the ACT and a mini- 
mum 3.0 cumulative 
grade point average on a 
4.0 scale for high school 
work completed (a B 
average). Students must 
also have the uncondi- 
tional recommendation of 
their high school principal 
or guidance counselor. 
The official letter 
should address each item 
listed above, as well as 
whether the student has 
completed Allied Health I 
and/or I], although neither 
course is a pre-requisite. 
Those selected must 
also submit to a health 
evaluation and a criminal 
background check, as 


required by Mississippi — 


‘State Law. 

For more information, 
contact Dr. Mann at 601- 
635-6294. The e-mail 


address is | 


bmann@eccc.edu. 
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SCOTT OFFICIALS 
VISIT ECCC CAMPUS 


Scott County officials were luncheon guests at the 
March 9, 2010, meeting of the College’s Board of 
Trustees and received special recognition for their 
support of the College. Seated from left are Joe 
Rigby, circuit clerk; Tim Sorey, District 2 supervisor; 
Myra Murrell-Davis, tax assessor; Kim Ervin, comp- 
troller; Jackie Bradford, District 1 supervisor; and 
Bruce McMillan, District 5 supervisor. Stand ing are 
trustees from Scott County who include (from left) 
Annie Stowers of Forest, Rebecca Farris of Morton, 


| Dr. Jimmy Hollingsworth of Lake, Frank McCurdy of 


Morton, Scott County Superintendent of Educa- 
tion; and Royce Shaw of Forest. Shaw also serves as 
Board secretary. Not pictured is trustee Vernon 
Crotwell of Morton. 
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ECCC to raise tuition 
for 2010-11 


Tuition and a few other 
fees will increase for the 2010- 
1] term at Bast Central Commu- 
nity College in Decatur, follow- 
ing action by the College’s Board 
of Trustees during its April 13, 
2010, meeting, 

ECCC President Dr. Phil 
A. Sutphin said the higher fees 
are necessary due to the recent 
state budget cuts and the 
College’s increasing enrollment, 
which reached a record 2,841 
students last fall. 

“Increasing fees is not 
something we want to do but we 
have no choice,” said Dr. 
Sutphin. “Enrollment continues to 
climb at most community colleges, 
including EC, during this eco- 
nomic downturn, but public fund- 
ing, however, is not keeping pace 
with increasing enrollments and 
in fact, is decreasing. In most 
businesses when demand in- 
creases, supply increases with the 
larger revenue produced by. the 
greater demand. That is difficult 
to achieve in the public sector be- 


cause the cost of education is 


subsidized with shrinking govern- 
ment dollars. In our case, 80 per- 
cent of our revenue is federal, 
state or local funds.” 
Tuition for full-time stu- 
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dents will be $895 per semester, 


an increase of $95, Room fees — 
for all residence halls except Bar- 


ber Hall - will increase to $675 


from $575. Cost to live in Barber 
Hall will be $775, an increase of 
$200. 

Part-time students will 
now pay $90 per credit hour, an 
increase of $5. The lab fee for 
healthcare education students has 
also increased, from $25 to $50, 
One fee no longer in effect is the 
$10 charge to drop or add classes. 

The increase in fees, 
which goes into effect when the 
first summer term begins in May 
2010, is expected to generate ap- 
proximately $300,000 for the 
College’s general fund, accord- 
ing to Dr. Sutphin, 

Students planning to at- 
tend ECCC this fall will have four 
orientation sessions to register for 
classes. Orientation activities are 
scheduled Friday, June 4; Satur- 
day, June 26; Thursday, July 15; 
and Friday, August 13. 

Fall classes begin Thurs- 
day, August 19. 

For more information, 
contact the Office of Admissions, 
Records and Research, 601-635- 
2111 or call toll free, 877-462- 
3222, ext. 206. The e-mail ad- 
dress is dluke@eccc.edu. 
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Retraining aim of or 


Two industries specific 
targets of $400,000 
grant from U.S. EDA 
By DEBBIE BURT MYERS 
Managing Editor 
Dislocated workers could be 


eligible for retraining geared 
toward two industries, one of 








them prospective “wbidet bteder- 
al grant being sought by the 
sree of Supervisors, officials 

The board voted unanimous- 
ly Monday to apply for a 
$400,000 grant through the U. S. 
Economic Development Author- 
ity to create a modern fac- 


turing training program in part- 
nership with East Central Com- 





munity College. 

_ The training would be held at 
ECCC’s Integrated Technolo- 
gies Training Center on the 
Choctaw Indian Reservation, the 
EC Productivity Enhancement 
Lab at the Career-Tech Center in 
Philadelphia and at the Neshoba 


Business Enterprise Center. 


Roger Whitlock, dean of 


workforce training at ECCC, 





seni in ‘eo that would lift 
Neshoba County's supply of 
available manufacturing work- 
ers to globally competitive ley- 


els. ‘ 

Whitlock said one Philadel- 
phia manufacturer expects to 
hire 50 to 100 employees within 


with EC 
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six to eight months and grow to 
as many as 200 after the first 
A second manufacturer is 


tpt sang 


that could hire about 200 
= gins as well, ise 


"the wisidow i open bety 
for an opportunity for the col- 
lege and the county to partner in 


doing something that can be spe- 
cial for the people of Neshoba 


a Whitlock told supervi- 


Tih iiaky ib oct 
of about 4,500 dislocated work- 
ers in the wake manufacturing 
oe in recent years, he | 
- Some of those workers have 


See GRANT, page 15A 
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Grant 


Continued from page 1A 


aged, some have moved away 
amd some have taken other jobs 
over the years, Whitlock said. 
“We estimate a reasonable 
pool of dislocated workers inter- 
ested in modern manufacturing 
_ jobs would be about 2,500," he 


program would be to teach not 
only basic jobs skills, but also 
advancing manufacturing cours- 
es ranging from robotics to 
hydraulics, among others. 

“This grant gives us a chance 
to quantify a better technically- 





qualified workforce so that 
~when recruits are brought in they 
see a pool established of skilled 
workers ready to be employed or 
a training system that can quick- 
ly make ready a population to be 
employed,” Whitlock said. 
Under the grant} ECCC and 
Neshoba County would choose 
a “navigator” to work out of the 
business enterprise center to 
identify and recruit former man- 


motion to siege 3 for the EDA 
grant to fund the training pro 





gram. 

“| think it would be a disserv- 
ice to the unemployed here in 
Neshoba County if we didn’t,” 
Reynolds said. 

Supervisors voted unani- 
mously for the proposal. 

The Industrial Development 


Authority of Neshoba County 
initially presented the proposal 
to sup j 

Supervisors had considered a 
proposal by the John C. Stennis 
Institute of Government at Mis- 
sissippi State ‘University: that 





status the py n initiative would 
give the application, but last 
week threw his support toward 
the East Central project backed 
by the IDA. 

“I’m going to take the posi- 
tion that IDA has had a chance to 
go over both proposals and con- 
sider which one has the best 
chance for funding,” Riley said. 

Requirements for the EDA 
grant proposals include invest- 





* Assist the most severely 
impacted communities. 

* Have a high return on 
investment. 

* Support regionalism, inno- 
vation and entrepreneurship. 

Those four make up 20 per- 
cent each — or 80 percent — of 
tee grant requireeaeaeny | 

Other requirements include 
investments i tol support global 
trade/competitiveness and that 
grow the “green” economy, 
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SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Newton Community Healthcare Inc. recently honored Ruth Round of Newton, center, 
with an endowed scholarship at East Central Commun ity College. Shown are, from left. 
Stacey Hollingsworth, ECCC executive director for Foundation and Alumni Relations, 
Round and Tim Thomas, director of Newton Community Healthcare Inc. 


Ruth Round Volunteer 
Scholarship established at ECCC 


DECATUR - A scholarship in honor 
of Ruth Round of Newton was recently 
established at East Central Community 
College. 

The endowed scholarship was estab- 
lished by Newton C ommunity Health- 
care Inc. The announcement of the new 
scholarship was made at a reception rec- 

APP ognizing Round for her more than 22 


Commerce. 

Round was recognized as Volunteer of 
the Year by the M ississippi Hospital 
Association and Woman of the Year by 
the Newton Chamber of Commerce. 

The scholarship will be awarded each 
fall semester to a student who is 
enrolled in a healthcare program. To be 
eligible, applicants must: have a history 


years of volunteer service to Newton 


of volunteer service; be a resident of 


Regional Hospital. | Newton County; and be enrolled as a JOCRAT 
AR AnECCC alumnus, Round served as freshman or a sophomore student at 
president of the Pink Ladies Auxiliary at ECCC. * YTIMES 
e hospital in Newton and contributed Applications for the Ruth Round Vol- 
more than 40,000 volunteer hours of unteer Scholarship are available in the JOURNAL 


SPI service. She also volunteered her serv- 


ices with the Town and Country Garden 


VE Club, Friends of the Depot, Newton 


County Homemakers Council, Newton 
County Advisory Council, Liberty Com- 


munity Club and the Newton Chamber of 


ECCC Student Services office. The 


award recipient will be selected bythe )GER 


college’s Scholarship Committee. | 

For more information contact ECCC 
Student Services, (601) 635.2111 or call 
toll free, (877) 462.3222, ext. 205. 










V ack hine ae Teplory . 





| oO si snc : Tprtarianaed abd Giactdncdra claasioom e 
One of their clocks with the Mississippi iden will be raffled off as.a fundraiser for ot 
Shown with their clocks and shafts, clockwise from left, are Shelby Shelley of Conehatta, Tim 
Patterson of McCool, Jeremy Stewart of Louisville, Adam McLemore of Forest and Lindsay 
Bozeman of Union, For more information about the Machine ‘Tool Technology Program, con- 

Gressett at 601-635-6264, (EC PHOTO) 
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Sue Ford retirin 


After serving almost 30 
years in the classroom, Sue 
Ford is ready to begin a 
new phase in her life, 

Ford, who has spent the 
last 11 vears t vari- 
ous math courses to stu- 
dents at East Central 
Community College in 
Decatur, is retiring effec- 
tive May 15. 

Ford, a resident of 
Hickory, said her top prior- 
ity in retirement is to spend 
more time with her family. 

“My husband (Dary)) 
and | will now be able to 
visit our children and 
grandchildren, who are 
scattered throughout the 
Southeast. We will no 
longer have to miss school 
performances, 
Grandparents’ Day, etc.,” 
she said. “In addition, I 
plan to linger longer over 
my breakfast. Every morn- 
ing my husband scatters 
bird seed outside our 
breakfast room window. 
We are treated to a smor- 
gasbord of wildlife enjoying 
their breakfast....while we 
enjoy ours.” 
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‘schools, Clarke 


Ford, whose 29- 
year teaching 
career —_ ineludes 
stints at Meridian 
and Newton high | 


Ford, who teaches 
developmental algebra, 
intermediate algebra, col- 
lege algebra, trigonometry, 
linear algebra and comput- 
er concepts at East 
Central. said her teaching 
methods have changed 
over the years due to 
changes in technology. 

“When ! first began 


handheld px or 
ey cya she 








pap soa fo are won- 
derful aids and very patient 








loves to read and work all 
types of puzzles. —_. 

She and Daryl have 
been married since 1967, 
i 


Pid te re 2 
Calculators that 
| connect to over- 
head projectors 
| allow students to 
| see relationships 


and a son. 


‘# ly. It is easier to 
‘))] understand 
| || something you 
can actually 


Ford said the technolo- 
gy ~ when used appropri- 
ately —- “can greatly 


“I do not like to see 
young children relying on 
calculators for basic math 
facts,” she stated. “Once 
the basics are mastered, 
technology allows the stu- 
dent to focus on concepts 
rather than computation.” 

When she is not in the 
classroom, Ford said her 
main hobby is heirloom 
sewing, and noted she has 
three granddaughters 
“who enjoy the fruits of my 
labor,” She added, “I have a 
Christening gown to make 
for our newest addition, 
too!” Ford said she also 
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ECCC names McCool, Gresse 


Marc McCool of Louisville, 
social science instructor, and 
Danny Gressett of Decatur, 
machine shop technology 
instructor, were recently 
selected Academic and 
Career-Technical Instructors 
of the Year, respectively, at 
East Central Community Col- 
lege in Decatur. 

Both instructors will be 
honored during an end-of- 
the-year faculty dinner 
scheduled Mayl4 in Mabry 
Memorial Cafeteria. 

Marc McCool 

Having a positive influ- 
ence on the lives of his stu- 
dents is what Academic 

Instructor of the Year Marc 
McCool of Louisville strives 
to do each day. 


“I enjoy the ae 
to meet new students and 
make lifelong friends,” 

McCool said about his 
career choice of education. 
“With every student and 
every class there is a new 
beginning with unlimited 
possibilities.” 

McCool began pursuing 
his career in education with 
intentions of coaching. 

“My first love was sports,’ 
he said.“I switched my major 
to history and fell in love 
with the opportunity to help 
young people reach their full 


pot 

Because of his desire for 
the betterment of students 
and work ethic, 

McCool was chosen as 
EC’s 2009-10 Academic 
Instructor of the Year. 


“It is an honor, McCool 
said of his award."The entire 
ECCC faculty is outstanding 
and cach instructor is 
deserving of this award. For 
me to have been chosen is a 
very humbling experience.” 

However, this isn't the first 
honor the American History 
professor has received, 
McCool was selected Star 
Teacher at Louisville High 
School, where he taught 
American Government and 
Economics from 1979 until 
1998, Who's Who Among 
American High School Teach- 
ers, Who's Who Among Com- 
munity College Instructors, 
Who's Who in America, 
ECCC HEADWAE Instructor, 
ECCC Lamplighter, Natchez 
Literary Festival participant 
and serves as an ECCC Leg- 


islative Liaison. McCool has 
been an instructor at ECCC 
since 1978. 

He credits great influences 
in his life for his career suc- 
cess. 

“My mother and dad, Dee 
and Maxine McCool, taught 
me at an early age the impor- 
tance of hard work and 
doing a job right,” McCool 
said." Mrs. Jean 

Hendrix, English instrue- 
tor at Louisville High School, 
and Mr, Harold Hudson, assis- 
tant principal of LHS, helped 
influence me early in my 
career by teaching me “the 
little things” that you don't 
learn in college. My wife, Car- 
rie McCool, inspired me to 
complete my master’s 
degree and has provided 
invaluable emotional sup- 


tt Instructors of the Year 


port throughout my teaching .. 
career” 


McCool, a 1977 graduate 
of ECCC, was active in intra- 
mural sports and musicals 
during his time as a student. 

McCool said he made life- 
long friends as a student at 
the College and some of his 
fondest memories of his time 
in school here were “the car- 
ing instructors, such as Ms. 


Lucille Wood, Mr. Thomas 


Thrash, Mr. Ovid Vickers and 
Mrs. Martha Graham, etc” 
McCool received his bach- 
elor's degree in education 
from the University of Mis- 
sissippi. He earned his mas- 
ter's degree and completed 
additional graduate work at 
Mississippi State University. 
McCool and his wife, Car- 
ric, have a son and a pene 
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McCool 


ter: Tyler, 21 and Lindsey, 15. 
respectively. 

He is a member of Noxap- 
ater Baptist Church, where 
he serves as a substitute Sun- 
day school teacher. He is also 
a member of the ECCC and 
Ole Miss alumni associa- 
tions, and the Winston Acad- 
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Avtends Changalior 5 diction 


David and Brenda Vowell, from left, of Philadelphia were 
among friends and colleagues in attendance for Coach Van 
Chancellor's induction into the Mississippi Community and 
Junior College Sports Hall of Fame recently in Jackson. 
Chancellor, shown above with his wife, Betty, is a 1963 
graduate of then East Central Junior College in Decatur. He 

14 other coaches and/or athletes representing the 
state's community and junior colleges who received the 
prestigious honor at the fourth annual induction ceremony 
held April 27. David Vowell was a member of the first Chan- 
Goer CORTIOC team at Noxapater High School in 1964-65, 
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_ in the Mississippi VICA and 
SkillsUSA competitions in 

| 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 2006, 
pins 2008 and 2009 and 

_ advanced to national compe- 












for young 
odultl Re SE dresjcs a 





working with young people, 
and that has been the most 
important part of my tenure 
al EC,” Germany said. 


Germany's list of subjects 
taught includes’ theory and. 


skills of welding, painting, 
body repair, frame repair, 
damage appraisals, basic 
management concepts, cus- 
tomer relations and employ- 
ee responsibilities. He also 
provides instruction on main- 
taining tool and material 
inventories and keeping tools 
and equipment in proper 
working order, and how to 
requisition and order tools, 
equipment, materials and 
supplies, 

Germany said he has tried 
various teaching methods 
since beginning his career al 







District i in Pensacola, Fla., in 
1969. But his original meth- 
ods seem to work best 
throughout his 28-year serv- 
ice in the classroom. 

“Basically I have used the 
same system of evaluation 
throughout my  eareer 
because it allows me to 
review the progress of each 
student. | keep weekly 
charts — actually a tracking 
sheet — that includes enough 
information for me to visual- 
ize what each student was 
doing at that time in the 
shop” 








Escambia roe School 





_ His students placed Brat 


finished second, missing first 


place by one point, and the 


2007 competitor received 


honorable mention by placing 


seventh in the competition 
held in Kansas City, 
Missouri, 

Germany has also been 
the recipient of various hon- 
ors, including his selection as 
the College's career-technical 
instructor of the year in 1998. 

As someone obviously 
experienced in preparing 
eurriculum for auto body pro- 
grams, Germany has his 


thoughts regarding the most 


effective method of reaching 


students: 
Germany's first teaching 
job was “quite an experi- 


enee,” he said, and followed 


employment as a body, frame 
and paint technician for a 

Pensacola car dealership. He 
had also previously worked 
at several other dealerships 
after moccnams H his careg? as 


of school or had been in trou- 
ble,” he said. | 
Germany, whose education 
background included + 
ing grade school in Hill 
Kansas, high school 
Scottsbluff, Nebraska - from 












home repair and | 





and | still have a 1936 
Chevrolet pickup that needs 
a total restoration. l also plan 
to be more active in my 
chureh (Bluff Springs Church 
of God in Neshoba County) 
and maybe do some mission 
APPEARED IN: work.” 
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Soren 
Davis Closes 
| | on 
Education 
Career_.A career 


educational goals is 
coming to a close 
for Gene Davis, 
whe will officially 
retire on June 30), 


East Central Community College in 
Decatur. Davis. who began his 
employment at East Central in 1985 
as dean of students, has served the 
past 22 years as the College’s first 
dean of adult & continuing. 
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2010. following 25 years of Dw itcat 
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ECCC Staffers Honored...Special recognition was given to 
the above East Central Community College staff members 
at the College’s annual Administrative Assistants 
Appreciation Luncheon held on the Decatur campus. 
Shelia Stamper (left) of Decatur was honored for 20 years 
service in the Business Office and Teri Killens, also of 
Decatur, was recognized for her 10 years as an ECCC 
employee. Killens currently serves as administrative assis- 
tant to the vice president for instruction. ECCC President 
Dr. Phil A. Sutphin presented resolutions to the honorees 
and expressed appreciation to all administrative assistants 
for their service to the College. (EC Photo) 
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Neshoba esas visit E CCC campus pose 


Sane) Oats were hnchod geist ts Mey 1 meeting of the East Central 
ty College Board of Trustees and received special recognition for their support of © 
College. The special campus visitors are shown with trustees from Neshoba County. — 
Bee hare nagentany Cte Filey (Diewit Harold Reynolds (District 3), Kevin | : 
Cumberland (District 2), Marty Sistrunk (District 4) and Keith Lillis (District 1), and Lary — 
McMillan, chancery clerk. Circuit Clerk Patti Duncan Lee also attended the luncheon. Stand- — 
ing from left are Neshoba County trustees David Byars, Jerry Smith, George Shaw, Nesho- 
County Supt. of Education, Prentice Copeland aioe 6 tal Goldman, all of 
Milsdacive. and Edsel Cliburn, Union. 
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Stacey Hollingsworth of Decatur was awarded a 
doctoral degree in Community College Leadership 
from Mississippi State University on May 1, 2010. 
Hollingsworth, the daughter of Jimmy and Iva 
Dean Smith of Decatur, is currently employed at 
East Central Community College as the Executive 
Director for Foundation and Alumni Relations. 
Her work at ECCC involves coordinating fundrais- 
ing efforts, coordinating homecoming activities 
and luncheons, maintaining the alumni database, 
stribut: ng correspondence to alumni and friends 
of the college, and coordinating grant writing activ- 
ities. 
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Dr. Frank Bowen, center, of 
Carthage, presents a check to Dr. 
Phil A. Sutphin, President of East 
Central Community College, to 
establish the Dr. Frank and Bobbie 
McPhail Bowen Scholarship. Dr. 


Stacey Hollingsworth, left, is ECCC 


executive director for foundation 
and alumni relations. Dr. and Mrs. 
Bowen met at East Central as fresh- 
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Bowen establishes ECCC scholarship 





men and were members of the Class 
of 1941. Candidates for the scholar- 
ship should be graduates of a Leake 
County high school, finish in the top 
10 percent of their high school class- 
es and enroll as full-time students at 
ECCC the fall semester after high 
school graduation. For more infor- 
mation telephone 601-635-2111, ext. 


205. 


NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
~ SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL | 
CLARION-LEDGER 





WEEK OF _/ ai SL AIO 


—ECCC Retirees 






Special recognition was provided to the above retiring staff mem- 
bers at East Central Community College at the annual end-of-the-year 
luncheon held recently on the Decatur campus. The retirees were pre- 
sented resolutions honoring their years of service to ECCC and 
received other gifts. The group represents almost 290 years service to 
education. Seated from left are Roberta Holt (December 2009 retiree) 
of Little Rock, business administration and accounting instructor; Sue 
Ford of separ math instructor; and Gail Wood of Bentonia, assistant 
librarian and library science instructor. Standing from left are Gene 
Davis of Louisville, dean of adult and gap education; Gloria 
Rigdon of Decatur, oe nurse; Robert Murphy of Philadelphia, 

| director of the Philadelphia-Neshoba County Career-Technical Center, 

. a division of ECCC; and Conrad Germany of Union, collision repair 
technology instructor. Also honored but not pictured are retirees Glo- 
ria Johnson of Morton, head librarian and library science instructor: 
and Burma Weidler of Decatur, assistant to the director of financial 


aid. (EC Photo) 
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EC Healthedte Ad 


Members of East Central 
Community College’s Healthcare 
Advisory Committee met recently 
on the Decatur campus. The group 
includes members of the College’s 
healthcare faculty as well as area 
healthcare professionals. Associate 
Degree Nursing instructor Lori 
Luke, who serves as committee 
chairperson, said, “The advisory 
committee meets bi-annually to 
allow the faculty to update the 
healthcare community about the 
progress within our programs and 
more importantly allows our guests 
to provide insight and input into 
how we can develop our programs 
to meet the ever-changing needs of 
healthcare in our communities. We 
value the insight from our commu- 
nity professionals, which helps us 
provide our students a quality edu- 
cation.” Participants included (front 
row, from left) Shea _ Bishop, 
Director of Nursing, Pioneer 

APPEAR! Hospital of Newton; Maudean 
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Sanders, ECCC Dean of 
Institutional Effectiveness; Jessica 
Williamson of Louisville, ECCC 
Surgical Technology Student; and 
Margie Majure, Director of Nursing, 
Scott Regional Hospital; and (back 
row, from left) Susan Fox-Smith, 
ECCC psychology instructor; Matt 
Edwards, Nurse Manager, Telemetry 
Unit-Anderson Regional Medical 
Center; JoAnn Tinsley-Rounsaville, 
president, Quality Hospice Care; 
Barry Harrison, Paramedic, 
Choctaw Health Center; Millie 
Smith, Coordinating Nurse for 
Neshoba/Newton County Health 
Department, Mississippi 
Department of Health; and Lynn 
Benson, Director of Education 
Department-Riley Hospital. For 
more information on the College’s 
Healthcare programs, contact Dr. 
Betsy Mann, Dean, at 601-635-6294. 
The e-mail address is 
bmann@eccc.edu. 
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Rigdon retiring as ECCC Nurse 


After serving more than 28 years, 
Gloria Rigdon is ready to begin 
a new phase in her life. 

Rigdon, who has spent 14 
years administering healthcare 
to students, faculty and staff 


and the previous 13.5 years as ik 


a secretary for communica- |. 
tions at East Central | _ 
Community College iretired 
this spring. 

Rigdon, a _ resident of |~ 
Decatur, said her top priorityin |— 
retirement is to prioritize bet- 
ter - “God, family, friends and work.” 

“I just felt like it was time to step out 
on faith and do something different,” 
Rigdon said. “I am looking at retire- 
ment as the next chapter in my life. I 
surely hope it is a great one. The end 
of the book is getting close!” 

Although she said she has enjoyed 
her career, Rigdon said she is looking 
forward to traveling and spending 
more time with family. Rigdon is retir- 
ing from East Central, although, she 
plans to continue working as a nurse 
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in the future. 

In reflecting on her 
= time at EC, Rigdon, who 
*1 was a graduate of the 
-| first nursing class in EC’s 
*; history, said she has 
| many fond memories, 

“There are many mem- 
ories about EC that I will 
5 hold on to forever,” she 
| said. “I will remember the 
many faculty, students 
and staff, who I have 
grown to love through the 


years. It has been a privilege to have 


worked with Ovid and Carol Vickers, 
Lucille Wood, Alice Pouncey and 
Leann Scoggin, just to name a few. | 
have fond memories that will be with 
me always. ” 

Rigdon, whose career at ECCC 
began in 1982, credits administrators 
and her co-workers for her success. 

“I could never begin to repay Dr. 
Eddie M. Smith, Ms. Barbara Deaton 
and Ms. Nancy Harris for what they 
did for me,” Rigdon said. 


“One of the funniest things (after the 
fact) that ever happened was being on 
the switchboard the morning the bomb 
threat was called in. I received the call 
stating, “There is a bomb on campus.” 
I stated, “Well that’s great. What a 
wonderful way to start a Monday 
(thinking it was a joke). The young 
man Was caught off guard with such a 
reply and said, “Lady, I am serious.” 
Needless to say, I quickly responded by 
calling Dr. (Eddie) Smith (former 
College President). Everyone was 
moved to the football field, except 
guess who? Me! | sat there a few min- 
utes and thought there is something 
wrong with this picture. I then depart- 
ed to the football field. There was no 
bomb, after all.” 

Now that her career at EC is about 
to end, Rigdon offered the following 
thoughts: 

“East Central has been good to me. | 
will always be eternally grateful for the 
friends and opportunities afforded me 
through the years, ” 
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Robert Murphy winding up career — 


time with my family,” said Mur- 
phy. “I am also saddened by the 
thought of leaving the staff and 
students at the 
Philadelphia/Neshoba County 
Career-Technical Center. The 
friends that I have made over the 
years mean the most to me,” 


as educator at vo-tech center 
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expressed concerns about the 
“T feel that we have some 
great educators in our school: 
systems,” he said, “but I am con- 
cerned that the threats of cutting 
budgets and salaries in the state 
_ See MURPHY, page 12A 
> are 





may cause Mississippi to lose 
some of the State's greatest 

In addition to challenges in 
education brought on by budget 
cuts, Murphy said the other 
“main” challenge he has faced : ac 
concems the advancement in Satie o 
technology, which has also ag oe 
caused “mixed” feelings for the 
longtime educator. 

“] feel that technology is 
good. but I also feel that in some A ne 
areas, the system should go back : a ae . Patt be Frnt 

Murphy, who was encour- [smite ese) ili: Tae Sul nat 
aged by family members to enter Ree ee 
the field of education, offers a are lh 5 
simple solution on how to effec- | _. ... — anne 
lively reach students: Sas AN Mb , ha aa 

“Be firm but fair, and show | Sethe =te | alt 
‘ . Pholo by Stevan Thomas 
His “motto” has obviously Robert Murphy of Philadelphia, who has served the past 16 


been a success, as evidenced by years as director of the Philadelphia/Neshoba County ADEMOCRAT_/ 
the hundreds of career-tech stu- Career-Technical Center, is retiring June 30. SUNTY TIMES 


dents from area high schools 
tion from Mississippi State Uai- ry JOURNAL 
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who completed programs cess and especially proud of the 


offered at the center and suc- outstanding instructors that we versity and a master’s degree in 

cessfully entered the workforce. have been blessed to have atthe secondary administration and .L. EDGER 
Programs include allied Philadelphia/Neshoba County supervision from Delta State 

health, auto mechanics, building Career-Technical Center,” said University, 


technology, design and mer- 
chandising, metal trades and 
related studies. 

“Tam very proud of our suc- 


Murphy. 

A graduate of Ethel High 
School and Holmes Junior Col- 
lege, Murphy received a bache- 
lor’s degree in industrial educa- 


le was married to the former 
Joan Pope of Kosciusko, now 


deceased. Their daughter, Alicia 


Murphy, is currently enrolled in 
nursing school. 
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activities, intramural sports and 
overall climate of the student 
population on campus. He 
begins his new duties immedi- 
ately. 

He joined the ECCC staff in 
August 2005 as an assistant 
football coach and most recently 
served as defensive coordinator. 
His duties also included serving 
in various capacities in the Stu- 
dent Services area. 

A 1999 graduate of Meridian 
High ame Miller bolts a 


team captain. 
Miller is married to the for- 
mer Sharon Amerson of Meridi- 


san TATTHE 
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Moody scholarship established at 
East Central Community College 


The Robert J. Moody Jr. 
Special Education Scholarship 
was recently established at East 
Central Community College in 


Designated for a deserving 
ECCC sophomore from Win- 
stén County, the scholarship is 


named in honor of Robert J. 
Moody Jr. of Louisville, son of 
Bobby and Ann Moody. Bobby 
Moody isa longtime member of 


the Mississippi House of Repre- 

sentatives who “has worked 
tirelessly to provide of - 
ties for individuals with special 
needs,” according to the schol- 
arship description. 

Moody Jr Special Education 
Scholarship must have at least a 
3.0 grade point average on a 4.0 
scale, have a desire to pursue a 
degree in education with an 
emphasis in special education, 

and plan to attend East Central 
Community College in Decatur 
during the fall semester of their 
freshman year at ECCC. 

The annual recipient will be 
selected by the ECCC Scholar- 
ship Committee. 

If there are no qualified 
applicants pursuing a degree in 
special education, others may be 
considered. 

For more information, con- 
601-635-6205. 
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‘itical Thinking Skills Are the Surest 


Pathway to True and Lasting Knowledge 


|he term “critical thinking” is used 
by numerous community college 
instructors to suggest their peda- 
gogy results in high-level instruction and 
learning. But many instructors undoubied- 
ly would admit that their knowledge of 
critical thinking is based on Bloom’s Tax- 
onomy and the six levels of learning — 
knowledge, understanding, application, 
analysis, evaluation, synthesis. These 
instructors, in my view, ate promoting 
pseudo-knowledge of this vital concept. 
A pedagogy that does not emphasize a 
clear and explicit understanding of critical 
thinking results in didactic instruction; that 


is, a “mother robin” approach character-._ 


ized by instructors disseminating large 
amounts of information that will soon be 
forgotten. In contrast, when students are 
taught to think through information, they 
obtain what dedicated instructors aspire to 
impart to their students: knowledge. 

lf an instructor aims to generate actual 
knowledge, it becomes necessary to learn 
the critical thinking theory most likely to 
accomplish this task. From my perspective, 
the best framework is promulgated by 
Richard Paul and Linda Elder of the Foun- 
dation for Critical Thinking (www.critical- 
thinking.org). When this model is fused 
with disparate teaching methods, students 
will become engaged in critical thinking as 
opposed to attempting to memorize and 
recall. 

Just what is critical thinking? Simply 
put, it is the task of thinking about thinking 
— one’s own thinking or the thinking of 
others — with the goal of improving it. 
The critical thinking process involves ana- 
lyzing and evaluating one’s own thought 
processes. The critical thinker uses mitel- 
lectual standards (such as clarity, accuracy 
and significance) to @valuate elements of 
the thinking process (such as purpose, con- 
clusions and point of view). 

For example, suppose someone hears a 


speech by a politician or a sermon by a 


preacher. The non-critical thinker will infer 
the statement as factual, based upon the 
assumption that whatever the respective 
speaker states is true. The critical thinker. 
on the other hand, will begin the reflection 


NT ee ee oe 





process, analyzing the statement based on 
the speaker’s perspective and purpose. 

In order to teach students to think crit- 
ically, mstructors must develop a peda- 
gogy that aims to promote critical thinking 
skills. The pedagogy must be based upon 
the belief that the instructor’s discipline 
provides ample opportunity to teach criti- 
cal thinking. Instructors must create oppor- 
tunities for students to think critically. 

For instance, I use various methods to 


BY PHILLIP 
CRENSHAW 


HisToRY INSTRUCTOR 


East CENTRAL 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE > 
Decarur, Miss. — 


promote critical thinking in my Western 
Civilization class. Socratic questioning is 
the linchpin of my pedagogy. | never enter 
class without preconceived questions that 
are formulated utilizing critical thinking 
concepts, because critical thinking begins 
with the questioning process. 

Recently, I was teaching the concept of 
anthropomorphism as part of my 
Mesopotamia unit. In order to generate the 
thinking process, | first utilized explorato- 
ry questioning, determining what the stu- 
dents knew about the concept. Next, I had 
my students read an actual prayer from that 
time period. Subsequently, I dressed like a 
goddess — I called myself Crentar — and 
began to evince human qualities with the 
song “Rock and Roll All Night™ blaring m 
the background. Then [| asked the critical 
question: Dad Crentar portray the charac- 
teristics of amiixopomorpiusm. axi what 
are your reasoms for your Conclusion? The 
didactic approach would have been to 
merely recite the definition to students fi 
note-taking purposes. 
ing the ancient Egyptian pesmi.of view 

towards the pudgment of the soul | showed 
my students a picture thal dk 


(1) Cec = 






judgment of the “Ka” within the Hall of 


Two Truths. Most of my students had no 


idea what they were analyzing, but I asked 
them to reach a conclusion concerning 
what the picture depicted. 

When a student gave his or her view, 
the rest of the class was asked to judge its 
accuracy. Subsequently, I brought into 
class a model of the human heart — loaned 
from the Biology Department — and asked 
the question: What was the significance of 
the heart to the ancient Egyptian point of 
view towards the judgment? 

Both examples show how historical 
material was used to accentuate an aspect 
of critical thinking. [tas worth noting that 
during each lesson, I constantly utilize the 
questioning process to have students 
exhibit knowledge of critical thinking con- 
cepts. My pedagogy does not use multiple 
choice tests, but instead relies on substan- 
tive writing assignments and test questions 
based upon critical thinking concepts. 

Finally, it is important to note that a 
critical thinking-based pedagogy does not 
occur on a Whim. In fact, it 1s the result of 
much intellectual labor. It is extremely dif- 
ficult for an instructor to promote this skill 
without a workable knowledge of signifi- 
cant critical thinking concepts. 

It's apparent that education is the key. 
Instructors must obtain this” knowledge 
through sacrificing their time to read 
materials that explain and exemplify the 
concepts and skills associated with critical 
thinking. 

They must also take the time to pian 
lessons that result in thinking-through the 
content as opposed to promoting mere 
memorization. 

Community college admumstrators 
have a responsibility to them respective 
student bodies to ongamize sizif develop- 


Micki actrvaies that —— TSITuchofs 
learn critical thimkine comcopes and skills. 
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Center in Philadelphia and at 
the Neshoba Business Enter- 


prise: Center. — 


the grant,” David Vowell, presi- 
dent of the Community Devel- 
t Partnership said. 
Z “Vowell worked with the 
ob county and ECCC in preparing 
that grant ¢ lication. 

Sen. n said the $1.77 
million federal grant that was 
awarded would improve the 
Hast Sacasbask 6 salishoration 
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who spept 10 years in the post Lee + 
and now serves a the - 





including f clubs and varsity sports teams. 
enrollment In addition, he led efforts to 
manage- build the college’s first fitness 
ment, | center on campus. 
admis-— Lee is also a former vice 
sions, president for student affairs at 
housing, | : 
discipline, lege in Poplar Bluff, Mo.., Piers 
security, _ he served from 2002-2006. es 
athletics; Lage _ His administrative experi- 
counseling Randall ence also includes a stint as dis- 
and finan- Be cierticond trict dean of academics at East 
___. Mississippi Community Col- 
He is also credited with — lege in Scooba from 2000-2002. 
improving campus life by dou- See LEE, page 8B 





ai ignicesrme tee. 


mer adjunct psychology instruc- 
tor for the University of Mary- 
land in Europe, Maryland, and 
also taught psychology courses 
at Fayetteville Technical Com- 
munity College in Fayetteville, 
North Carolina. 

Lee began his employment 
at BCCC in 1994 as academic 


counselor. He was named acting 

dean of students in August 1996 

enewine | er acquain and officially assumed the post 
and making new friends,” in October of that year. 

Lee has served as dean of Enrollment reached 2,228 

student services at Central during his tenure and included a 


Maine Community College, 
located in Auburn, Maine, since 
2006. 


| During his tenure at Central 
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16 percent increase during a 
one-year period, the largest in 
schoo] history, He also man- 
aged and executed a retention 
program that resulted in the 
largest percentage of fulltime 
freshmen (79 percent) returning 
for their i year. 





by eat il 
cg PasiNE the 

EMCC administrative staff in 
2000. 


Lee is also a longtime mem- 
ber of the military and will 
observe 32 years of service with 
the U.S. Army in October 2010. 
He was deployed to the Middle 
East in support of Operations 
Iraqi Freedom and Enduring 
Freedom in 2008, 

After as Assistant 
Chief of Staff for Personnel 
overseas, he now serves as 
Command and Control Chief 
for a Medical Support Training 
Battalion. 

He is an honor graduate of 
Beulah Hubbard High School, 
East Central Junior College and 
the University of Southern Mis- 
sissippi, where he received 
bachelor and master’s degrees. 
He is currently pursuing a doc- 
tora] degree from USM. 

Lee and his wife, Michelle, 
have two children. Lana is a 
apy meee 
ern NCW Al 
ta at Nevin County Hig 
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Work in progress, 
‘says Dr. Sutphin 


By Bill Graham 





| Managing Editor — 


DECATUR: Under pressure 


iar etal residente Mayor - 


Randy is planning to 
ask the Mississippi Attorney 
General's office if two houses on 
the ECCC campus fall under the 
town's zoning regulations, 

Resident Catherine Horton 
told town aldermen Monday 
night that the houses are a “slap 
in the face.” 

The two-bedroom, 24 by 40 
houses, built by the school's car- 
pentry classes, typically sell at 
auction, but did not sell this 


year. 

Mayor Rushing said Monday 
that Town Attorney Bobby 
Everett had researched the zon-_ 
ing issue, finding that the town 


- painted, 


has no say-so over the COC 
campus, 

Horton disagreed, saying 
that her own research indicates 
the opposite. 

But EC President Dr. Phil 
Sulphin emphasizes that the 


houses, Which are still under Me = 


construction, will look much dif- 
ferent when they are completed. 

“There's still a lot of work to 
be done,” he said Tuesday. 

“Our intent is for the houses 
to be an attractive addition to 
the area,” he said. 

Dr. Sutphin said the college 
is working on the inside of the 
homes, so that faculty members- 
not students- can move in before 
school starts. 

He said the houses will be 
and  landseaping, 
fences, and underpinning will be 
added. 

As far as the zoning regula- 
tions, he said the college is 
meeting city code, even though 
it doesn’ i have to urider state 


supply 
Te se the city's so broke, 








ane housing at ECCC has raised the ire of Decatur res- 
dents, but ECCC President Dr. Phil Sutphin says the area will 
be more attractive when work on the houses is completed. 


law. 

At the center of the zoning 
issue, according to town offi- 
cials, is whether or not the hous- 
es are too close to the street and 
too close together. 

Horton, addressing the 
board Monday, called the hous- 
es a public safety issue. “And a 
public nuisance issue,” she said. 

“| know nobody wants to 
make enemies of the college,” 
she added. “| love the college.” 


“If | need to donate, and 
an attorney 


she said. 
y home street 


“You're not taking sides if 
you ask for a written opinion,” 
she told the board. _ 

But, she added, if the opinion 
was in favor of the college, she. 
would press on. 


| 
“You get an opinion, and in. 


my mind that’s just another 
step,” she said, “I think we need 
to take it to the Supreme Court. 
Beeause that opinion is just an 
opinion.” 

see Houses... page 9 
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Country music star and Scott County native Randy Houser will headline the Thursday night show at the Neshoba 
County Fair in Philadelphia. The concert will begin at 8 p.m. at the Grandstand on the fairgrounds. 


Randy Houser Comes ‘Home’ 
to the Neshoba County Fair 


By GENNIE PHILLIPS 
ephillips@sctonline.net 


Lake native Randy Houser will “return 
home” to the Neshoba County Fair in 
Philadelphia on Thursday when he head- 
lines the entertainment that evening. 

The Fair -is a venue Houser is familiar 
with, having performed there as a member 
of the East Central Community Collegians 
while he attended the college. 

“Man, | can’t wait,’ Houser said of his 
upcoming performance set to begin at 8 
p.m. at the Grandstand. “We are going to 
have a ball! 1 am so excited to come home 
and play for my family and friends. | can’t 
say enough about all the support my people 
from back home have shown me.” Day 
passes for the Fair are $15, which include 
entrance to the concerts each evening. 

Houser grew up attending the Fair as 
many Scott Countians do. He said through- 
out the years, he has attended the Fair as 


often as he could, however visits to his 
native area have grown fewer and farther 
between as his career has taken reign. 

In 2002, Houser moved to Nashville, 
Tenn., and began his songwriting career. 
Houser, who co-wrote “Honky Tonk 
Badonkadonk” for Trace Adkins and “My 
Cowboy” for Jessie James, has long left the 
behind-the-scenes writing gig with which 
he premiered to the country music world 
and has made his way back to stage, stand- 
ing front and center behind a microphone, 
guitar strapped on. 

Houser has focused his entire life and 
career to be standing on stage front “and 
center. 

“T’ve always known what I wanted to 
do,” Houser said. “I think it is important to 
be a dreamer, see something in your life, 
have a goal and want to make it happen. | 
just never let the dream get away from me.” 
Focusing on the dream is gust what Houser 
has done and with this dream he has found 


SUCCESS. 

By age 13, Houser fronted his own 
band. Throughout his childhood he per- 
formed throughout east central Mississippi 
at various venues entertaining crowds and 
in essence, preparing himself for his future. 
While attending college at ECCC, he 
formed another band called 10 Ib. Biscuit. 

Because Houser was exposed to various 
music types and musical influences, his 
musical style is a result of a mix of these 
genres. 

Houser said he was greatly influenced 
by his father’s music. His father was a pro- 
fessional musician as well and also whom 
Randy Houser took his stage name after. 
Houser, who grew up by the name 
“Shawn” Houser, performs under his given 
name Randy as a tribute to his father, Ran- 
dolph “Randy” Houser, who died when he 
was only 21. Houser said he grew up listen- 
ing to his father and other musicians 

see HOUSER, 58 


Houser 
From page 1B 
playing Country, Southern 
Rock, Gospel, blues and 
many other genres of music. 
“I have always been 
around music, my whole 
life.” Houser said. “I was 
raised listening to almost 
every type of music you 
could imagine and some 
music that never even went 
to radio. I just soaked it all 
in.” 
greats who influence his 
music are Waylon Jennings, 
Johnny Cash, Merle Hag- 
gard and George Jones. 


— 


reteabed olan? such as Comat havent’ Television 


“Whistlin’ Dixie, which has 
already sold more than 100 


to 
himself as “the same old 
dude who grew up in Lake,” 
he has been recognized for 
his outstanding talent in 
recent years, his second sin- 
gle from his debut album, 
“Boots On,” reached Top 5 
on Billboard and Mediabase 
charts and spent two weeks 
at number one on Music 
Row charts. Country 
Aircheck named him their 
number one most played 
ag Re Page He was 

and a nominee at 


Currently on a fair and Geis Asherichi Cottntty 


Music Awards Nationwide 
Insurance On Your Side 


| Award. 


Houser will join Gary 


Off On The Pain Tour” with 
more than 30 dates expected 
across the United States, 
bringing Houser’s perform- 
ances for 2010 to more than 
150 shows. 

“| don’t have much time 
to come home,” Houser said. 
“When I do get home, I go to 
Mama’s house and rest.” 


WEEK OF | 


thus far and strives fo contin- 
ue to make great music his 


fans can enjoy. 
Performing at the Grand 
Ole Opry and for the David 
Letterman Show are two 
great memories Houser said 
he has had thus far; the Opry 
ormance because that 
has been a dream of his fora 


Houser said he has been again on September 22 and 


really lucky to have the suc- 
cess he has had in his career 


Jimmie Kimmel! Live on 
September 27. 





festival circuit tour, Houser Music Awards, nominated 
said he is anxiously awaiting for video of the year for 
the release of his latest “Boots On,” and the Coun- 
album, “They Call Me try Music Awards for new 
Cadillac,” which is slated for artist of the year and music 


release September 21, The video of the year, as well as 
album has included radio- gq nominee for the 2010 
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Countian slated 
tor EC honors 


Recipients honors to be 
presented during East 
Central Community Col- 
lege’s homecoming Satur- 
day, Oct. 2, in Decatur 
have been announced by 
Dr. Stacey Hollingsworth, 
executive director for 
foundation and alumni 
relations. 

Selected for induction 
into the College’s Athletic 
Hall of Fame are Dr. 
Howard Carlton McMillin 
(Class of 1950) of Car- 
thage and Chris Harris 
(Class of 1976) of Decatur. 

Brig. Gen. Amelia Ellen 
Kennedy (Class of 1970) of 
Louisville will be the col- 
lege’s alumna of the year 
and William Dunigan 
“Bill” Bailey (Class of 
1946) of Decatur will be 
honored as alumnus of the 
year. 

Also to be honored will 
be the late Chief Phillip 


Martin of the Mississippi 
Band of Choctaw Indians, 


APPEARED IN: 
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recipient of a Lifetime 
Achievement Award. Mar- 
tin attended ECCC in 
1957-58. 

Reunion groups target- 
ed for special recognition 
include Classes of 1940, 
1950, 1960, 1970, 1979, 
1980 and 1981, plus all 
Warrior Corps members. 

The Classes of 1957, 
1958 and 1959 will also 
have a reunion during the 
weekend and will include 
the Class of 1960 for the 
group’s dinner meeting 
Friday, Oct. 1. 

Recognition of award 
winners will be made at 
the Alumni Association 
Luncheon at noon in 
Mabry Memorial Cafete- 
ria. 

For more information, 
telephone Dr. Stacey Hol- 
lingsworth at 601-635- 
2111 or, toll free, 87'7-462- 
3222, ext. 327, or e-mail 
sholling@eccc.edu. 


X 
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rcealy named English in 

tor and women’s basketball 
assistant at East -Central 
Community College in Decatur, 
announced ECCC President Dr. 
Phil A. Sutphin. 


ly served as an adjunct English 
instructor at Pearl River 


Poplarville. She is also a former 
English instructor at North Pike 
She is a graduate of North 


College in 


Stephens, who begins her 
new duties on Aug. 2, previous- 


where she was a standout bas- 
ketball player. Honors received 
by the shooting guard include 
her selection as a Mississippi 
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| Britta Stephens 


High School Basketball All-Star. 

Stephens continued her edu- 
cation and basketball career at 
Mississippi "College. before 
transferring to William Carey 
University in Hattiesburg. 

At William Carey, she 
received a bachelor’ s degree i in 


ed an NAIA Scholar Athlete in 
2009 and 2010. She was also 
selected Outstanding English 
Major. 

Stephens, who has coached 
at several basketball camps and 
clinics, is a welcomed addition 
to Coach Bill Smith’s Lady 
Warrior staff. 

“T have known Britta for the 
past 12 years and have followed 
her high school and college 
careers, said Smith. “She will be 
a great asset to both our basket- 
ball program and the English 


She is the daughter of John 
and Kay Stephens of Summit, 
who are both teachers and bas- 
ketball coaches. 

Her grandparents are James 
V. and L’ Dean Gordon of 
Philadelphia. She is also a great 
of Pat Mioton of 
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He is a member of Carthage 


rf rt es stk mem law 





ion is EC He lihicareAs 


| ities, Rigdon of _ Parkway High School in 

Little Rock was Bossier City, La., and 

recently named — received an Associate of 

administrative. Arts degree from ECCC in 
; May 1984. 

She is married to Bobby 
G. Rigdon, Jr. They have a 
son, Adam Rigdon, a jun- 
ior at Mississippi College. 





WEEK or! 4 u 7 CoOp.eo]( 
her new 
duties on 
Aug. 2, 2010, 
| served the 
past five 
| years as an 
® | assistant in 

- 6 | the College's 
mm, | Financial Aid 





Howell is EC Collision 
Ponair Instructor 





Meet the 
Warriors 


East Central Community 
College will begin the new 
athletic season by hosting 
the. annual. “Meet the 


Warriors Pep Rally” sched- 


uled Tuesday, Aug. 31, on 





Luke Howell at _ Charlie 
of Union was Beddington 
recently select- | Perfect Collision 
ed _ collision» )  |in Meridian in 
repair technolo- | _} 2007-08. 
gy instructor at (4% Howell serves 
East Central iy “2 (aeenii ore student minis- 
Community > se ter at Noxapater 
College De te | Baptist Church 
Decatur. “| and is also a 

Howell, who > member of the 
begins his new | County | ane 


duties on Aug. 12, 


the past two ‘years as a 
collision repair technician 
at Marshall Ford in Union. 
He held the same position 


ania soccer team members 
are also scheduled and will 


| Weleniote 


Department. He is a “for- 
mer music minister at 
Linwood Baptist Church. 





+ Band, will also be 
introduced in addition to 


the Decatur campus. be followed by remarks from providing entertainment. 
Activities begin at 6 p.m. coaches of both sports. 
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cavers rherias: nclating 

Baptist Medical Center; 

Yuma Regional Medical of 

Center, Yuma, AZ: Newton : was p atec 

Region Hospital; and H.C. Watkins aan oon eee 

Memorial | Juitmar She is the daughter of John and 
Her community activities include serv- Pearline seiisha |) of Newton. 


é 
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The late Choctaw Tribal 
Chief Phillip Martin will be 
posthumously presented a 
Le ee 





2010, at 83, will be nen: 
bered for his dedication to eco- 





his defeat by current chief, Miko 
Beasley Denson, in 2007. 

He was first elected to the 
Tribal Council in 1957 and 
sought to improve Choctaw 
housing as one of his early ini- 
tiatives. In 1981, Martin per- 
suaded then Mayor Allan King 
and the city of Philadelphia to 
issue bonds to lure American 
Greetings to what was then a 
new industrial park on the Pear! 
River Reservation. 
money to build a 12,000 square- 
foot building, which was used 
by the greeting card company 
for 25 years. At its peak, Ameri- 
can Greetings employed 150- 
250 people and had an annual 
payroll of more than $2 million. 

For years Martin traveled 
across the country talking to 
CEOs trying to convince them 

to put manufacturing plants on 
the reservation. The Choctaws 


APPEARED IN: 


park and Martin’s dream of 
“self-determination and eco- 
nomic development” for his 
people, was under way. 

That dream became even 
more of a reality with the com- 
pletion of the $750 million Pearl 
River Resort, which includes 


the Silver Star Hotel and Casi- 


no, Golden Moon Hotel and 
Casino, Dancing Rabbit Golf 
Club and Geyser Falls Water 
Theme Park, described as the 
“centerpiece” of the tribe's eco- 
nomic engine. 

Martin helped iis many 
other businesses to the Choctaw 
reservation, among which 
included a wire harness opera- 
tion, a plastic molding facility, 
and printing, direct mail, and 
construction enterprises, a sl 
ping center and several high- 
tech manufacturing facilities. 


Because of the chief's efforts, 
the college works closely with 
the economic devel 
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Warrior lode room soncuated . 


New flooring was recently installed in the football locker room at East Central C | 
Golioon in Deceit trenhe.t0 2,86,000 tonshoniten Camere Banicis Riuatsiphie _ 
Singleton of CustomCrete in Philadelphia donated his services to install the concrete 
flooring and paint the design. Singleton was a member of the 1996 and 1997 Warrior 
football squads. “We are most appreciative to Citizens Bank and Mr. Singleton for pro- 
viding our players with a first-class dressing room facility,” said Brian Anderson, Warrior 
head football coach: New lockers were earlier added to the dressing room, with funding 
provided mostly by former Warrior footbe I pla ers. Our locker room is: now one of the 
best in the state,” said Anderson, “and we'thank those involved for their support. 
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ECCC PHOTO 

Annie Stowers (center) of Forest was recently honored for 10 

years service as a member of the East Central Community 

Colege Board of Trustees. Stowers is shown with Board 
Chairman Prentice 


Cetera) (el at Siilocelgive and Fcr 
President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin who honored the | 





Community and Junior College Trustees’ ‘aucicnes cuniar 


ence held july 8-10 in Biloxi. 
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Cuber aay 0 of Chunky Meridian Claceiennty 
is a recent addition to the College. In addition, she 
math faculty at Best was previously employed 

Community as an industrial engineer 







May is a 1987 
~ , of 
lewton _—— High 
School. — She 
received a bache- 


lor’s degree in 
math in 1991 anda 
Me master’s degree in 
_ at 1992, both from the 
University of Missiseippt 
_ $She and her husband 
eg . Michael May are 
ae hie. a former owners/operators of Lazy 
County. Middl at Newton Acres Plantation * in 
l ity _ Mid jie School, Chunky. They ‘have a 
Central and daughter, Mikayla May. 
Lamar high schools, and 
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‘Felicity = of Newton is a recent 
addition to the financial aid staff at East 
Central Community College. 

Purvis, previously served as a financial 
aid specialist at Meridian Community 
Cohege, She is also a former secretary at 

t Center. 

She is 2002 honor graduate of Newton 
County Aeademy, where she participated 
in numerous activities. She served as edi- 
tor of the annual staff and was a member 
of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes, 
Student Outreach Society, NCA Pride 
Club and Student Government 
Association. 

Purvis is a 2004 honor graduate of 
ECCC, where she was a member of the 
Warrior Corps, Concert Choir and Mu 
Alpha Theta, an honor society for math 








SShe contin-— 


students. 
ued her edueation at 


Mississippi State | 
University-Meridian and | 
received a bachelor’s 
degree in business | 
administration in May | | 
2006. Honors include U« 
her selection to Who's Who Asitag 
Students .in American Colleges and 
Universities. 

She is a member of First Baptist 
Church in Newton. 

She is married to Matt Purvis of 
Newton. | a 

Her parents are Cathy Godwin of 
Hickory and Rocky Godwin of Newton. 

She is the granddaughter of Simmie D 
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Gregory returns to EC faculty 


Ruth Gregory of Little Rock was recent- 


ly selected accounting and business 
instructor at East Central Community 
College in Decatur.. 

Gregoryserved the past year as_busi- 
ness and office technology instructor ai 
the Philadelphia/Neshoba County Career- 
Technical Center, a division of ECCC. 

She is former business and office tech- 
nology instructor at ECCC, where she 
served from 2004-2009. She is also a for- 


mer English and Business Technology 


instructor at Union Public Schools. 

Prior to her employment in Union, she 
served as Business/Technology Discovery 
teacher at Scott Central Attendance 
Center and taught English at Lake High 
School. She also served two years as 
English and business instructor for the 


L 


fl 


and Donald Godwin of Newton, and Betty 
A 






Department of Defense |.) _ 
Dependents’ Schools in | =" 
Kaiserslautern, Be 
Germany. | 
A graduate of Beulah | 
Hubbard High oo 
Gregory received an | 
Associate in Arte | 
degree from ECCC in 
1982 and earned bachelor and master's 
degrees in business education from the 
University of Southern Mississippi in 
1984 and 1985 respectively. She is mar- 
ried to Mike Gregory, operations manag- 
er of Georgia Poultry in Bay Springs. 
They have two children — Troy, a senior, 
and Danielle, a sophomore, who both 
attend Newton County High School. 
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From press reports 


Brig. Gen. Amelia. 
Kennedy, Ret., of 
Louisville, 


recently named Alum- 


who was |" 





na of the Year at East.) 


Central 


world and holds 
degrees from four dif- 
ferent colleges, but she 
said some of the best 
times of her life were 


spent on the Decatur 


campus. 

Kennedy, who will be 
honored Oct. 2, 2010, 
during Homecoming 
activities said of the 


recognition, “It is 
indeed an honor and a 
privilege.” 


“| have always tried 
to relay to my soldiers 
and others what an 
excellent idea it is to go 
from. high school to a 
jumor college. It is a 
much easier transition. 
It is small enough that 
one is able to know 
everyone and make 
lifelong friends and a 
community college pro- 
vides a good basic edu- 
cation. 

After completing her 
associate’s degree at 
East Central, Kennedy 
continued her educa- 
tion at Mississippi 
State University and 


Community [> 
College, has traveled to 
places throughout. the | 





and an American,” 
Kennedy said. 

Career stops have 
included a stint as a 
charge nurse and IV 
nurse for the VA Med- 
ical Center in Jackson 
.from 1988 to 1992 and 
a radiological nurse 
and infection control 
nurse at St, Dominic’s 
Hospital from 1993 to 
1996. 

Kennedy returned to 
the State Health 
Department and 
worked in epidemiolo- 
gy until 2001 when she 
began duties as the 
Deputy State Surgeon 
for the Mississippi 
Army National Guard. 

At this time, she was 
also serving as Presi- 
dent of the Mississippi 
Public Health Associa- 
tion and was Chairman 
of the 2001 Annual 


| keynote speaker and 


did an excellent job, 


| without having a single 


note or a moment's 
preparation.” 
Kennedy said the pri- 


mary responsibility of 
s | her position as Deputy 


State Surgeon was to 
assure that the troops 
maintained medical 
readiness to mobilize 
and deploy. She was 


}serving this role full- 


time in Jackson when 
Hurricane Katrina 
struck in 2005. 

“IT spent 48 days 
active duty after Hurri- 
cane Katrina, function- 
ing as the Officer in 
Charge of the Medical 
Treatment Facility at 
Gulfport. This was a 
humbling experience 
that I would have 
hated to miss, but it 
was still quite difficult. 
There was no water, 
ice, electricity or bath- 
room facilities for two 
weeks. It made one 
appreciate everything 
we take for granted,” 
she said. 

She and her unit sup- 
ported some _ 10,000 
plus dey ae from 
all over the U.S. who 
came to help with the 
cleanup efforts. 

“I was able to ride in 


a helicopter over six 
waeee betes o- Css vkh AAta- 


receive their health- 
care locally and are 
case managed by the 
staff of the CBHCO. 
This prevents the sol- 
diers from having to 
remain at an active 
duty medical facility 
for long periods of 
time,” 

Kennedy returned to 
Camp. Shelby in 2007, 
where she served as 
Officer in Charge of 
Medical Soldier Readi- 
ness Processing. 

“I managed a staff of 
35 who medically and 
dentally prepare the 
troops for deployment. 
We conducted screen- 
ings, administered 
blood tests and vac- 
cines , provided optom- 
etry checks, hearing 
exams, dental exams 
and case managed 
medical issues identi- 
fied during the screen- 
ings. Some 50,000 sol- 
diers are processed 
through Camp Shelby 
annually. 

Kennedy recently 
retired from the muli- 
tary as Brigadier Gen- 
eral after having 
served almost 27 years. 
She is a member of the 
Mississippi Public 
Health Association, the 
National Guard Associ- 
ation of the United 
Stetnc ond the Associa- 


| 


Central student, 
Kennedy noted the 
changes that have 
taken place. 

“When I was here you 
could only miss two 
classes per semester 
without an excuse, I 
think that is an excel- 
lent idea because it 
puts boundaries out 
there. We had an 8 
p.m. curfew in the 
evenings, except for, 
date night, which was 
one night per week and 
allowed you to stay out 
until 10:30 p.m. 

“Girls had to wear 
dresses or skirts, no 
pants. When we would 
go to physical educa- 
tion classes we would 
have to wear a raincoat 
over our shorts. 

Kennedy especially 
enjoyed participating 
in sports as a student. 

‘TI considered myself 
an athlete. A tennis 
team was started while 
I was a student at Fast 
Central. Those of us 
who made the team 
traveled to games with 
the baseball team, | 
really enjoyed that! | 
also enjoyed playing 
intramurals.” 

She didn’t know her 
roommate before class- 
es started, but said 
they became 
friends. 


st 


ECCC Alumna of the Year Completes Outstanding Military Career 


friendships that I still 
maintain and obtain 
an education as well. | 

nsider myself lucky 





co c 
to have been sur- 


rounded by good, hard- 
working people and 
good, Christian par- 
ents, as well as great 
educators. The late 
Brigadier General 
Denver Brackeen, who 
was Dean of Students 
at ECCC when I was 
there, was a great 
influence on my life 
and is the main reason 
1 joined the military. 

“T was also fgrtunate 
to have had the oppor- 
tunity to go back for a 
second career. A lot of 
people don’t ever have 
that opportunity.” 

Kennedy currently 
resides in Louisville in 
the home of her late 
parents, James Ernest 
and Polly Strait 
Kennedy. She works 
part-time as a regis- 
tered nurse at Nox- 
ubee General Hospital 
in Macon. 

In her free time, 
Kennedy stays very 
involved with her fam- 
ily, which includes her 
two sisters, Ina Eaves 
and Paula Parker, 
both of Louisville. She 
also has two nieces 
and two nephews and 
seven great-nieces and 


. department. 


obtained a bachelor's 

de ee in poeta: work. 

he Rag 8 ‘working 
the — 


for Mississippi 


| migetrye a of Health 
- in 1974, 


the infobivetis diseases 
She was 
the State Director of 
the Immunization Pro- 
ram and was also the 
st Nurse Epidemiol- 
0 ist in the state. She 
o served on the Dis- 
abt Alert Relief Team 
(DART and worked 
many disasters such as 
hurricanes, a r 
wreck and spill, MRSA 
outbreak, Hepatitis 
outbreak, 
Fever cases and Tuber- 
culosis outbreaks. 
During this time, 
Kennedy returned to 
the classroom. and 
earned a bachelor of 
science degree in nurs- 


ing from Mississippi. 


University for Women 
and the master of pub- 
lis Reali deeteo Gis 
the ay aed of 
alla Bi wee 9119 
wing com- 
pletion of her INE FO: 
rs ie pe. Etznoty — 


~ oe — 


Typhoid. 


of MPHA, 
egan on Sep- 
tember 11. 

“T was already work- 
ing full-time for the 
Guard. So I loaded up a 
van and went to pick 
up a friend who was 
going to the coast with 
me to attend the con- 
vention. When I got 
there, the TV was on 
and I watched the sec- 
ond plane hit the 
World Trade Center. 

“It was just chaos. 


whhok 





We had to change the 
ailroad entire program at the 


last minute due to the 
key speakers’ inability 
to fly into Mississippi. 
Dr... Ed ‘Thempson, 


State Health Officer at 


the time, became the 


sissippi that received 
the most damage. Han- 

cock County looked like 
splinters. T just could- 
n't st sie 


In Kennedy 
went on tative duty as 
the Case Manager 


Supervisor for Commu- 
nity Based Health 
Care Orga nization in 
Alabama. : 

“This 


Mississippi, Alabama, 


Kentucky and_ Ten- 
is ho 





nessee in managing 
health care for th 
soldiers injured or 
becoming ill during the 
Middle East Conflict. 
The soldiers are 
allowed! to go home, 


se 


tion of Military Sur- 
geons of the United _ 
States. 


“The best part of my 
career has been know- 
ing that I had some- 


chiee to do with mak- 


ing sure soldiers were 
fit for duty and ready 
to be deployed and that 
I had an impact on 


- their success-a Positive 
| organization effect on them.” 
covers the states of While reminiscin; 


of 
her days as an East 
‘I always. 






Sree we 01 wae a 
to see each other pres 
a year at the Nesh shob 
County Fair, whic 
go to every year! Our 
dorm room was” the 
wigs 2 place. We 
also hung out at the 
Student epi a ‘and 
played ca 
“l was Ehpe V8 to 
make 


=e 4 oe 


had -an 


interest in the mili- 





: nN bee who keep her 


“1 have no children of 

my own, but I'm craz 
about all. of these. 
plan to provide “the 
shuttle to ate 1es 
‘little people’ to school, 
ball pr ctice, balle 
and all cn Pidaced 
encoura e to 
come to ECCC to begin 
their Senet bit 
tions!” 










Harris picl 


Chris Farris was a three-sport letterman 
, and help:d lead the 1975 East Central 
Commun ty College football squad to a 7-2- 
2 record and a share of the from 
MACIJC North Division title. | 
2 ¥ school 
Honors received following 0. 4. 
his success on the gridiron — 
include MACIJC all-state and all-star recog- 
‘nition as a free safety. 
arris, who also found success as a coach, 





- ods another award to his list of 





‘ommunity College Athletic Hall of Fame. 
The 1976 ECCC graduate will officially join 
the prestigious group during homecoming 


activities scheduled Saturday, Oct. 2, on the 


Decatur campus. 

“It’s an honor and a privilege to be select- 
ed to be a part of this group in the ECCC 
Athletic Hall of Fame,” said Harris, who at 
6-foot-3, 160 pounds, played quarterback 
and receiver on offense, safety on: defense, 
and was a backup punter. 

“IT would like to thank Mr. Earl Marshall 
for the nomination and others such as coach 


ed for 





BG, {as allowed me 


we iM - people. | 
Some, | have played 


itive influenee on my 








‘Ken Pouncey, coach Willie Coats, and Jim 
Nabers (all ECCC Athletic Hall of Fame 
members) for their support of me over the 
years,” said the | 
ECCC administrator 
and Decatur resident. 
“My experience at 





ball mah Ces Li 





have had a econ | 





life.” 

Harris, whose 
responsibilities at ECCC include serving as 
athletic director, director of personnel servic- 
es, and work-based learning coordinator, said 
the highlight of his football ‘career as a 
Warrior involved an upset win over Pearl 
River Community College played on the 


Harris 





Poplarville campus. 

“It was my sophomore year and we were 
going to Pearl River to play the No. 3-ranked 
team in the nation,” he recalled. “We were 
obviously the underdog to the Wildcats, who 
were coached at the time by J.C. Arban (for- 
mer ECCC assistant), a legendary coach who 
knew how to win. Needless to say, we played 
one of our best games of the year and won 
16-9 in a hard-fought contest. I was fortunate 
enough to have two interceptions during the 
game due to heavy pressure being applied to 
the quarterback by our defensive front. It was 
a great day to be a ‘Warrior.”” 

Following the upset, Pouncey, who was 
head coach, praised Harris in an article about 
the game for his “outstanding defensive 
effort” in helping lead the team to victory. 
Harris also excelled in baseball. He was 
the starting third baseman both seasons and 
was one of the Warriors’ leading hitters, 
according to Coats, who was head baseball 
coach at the time, in addition to his ree as 
assistant football coach. 

Coats said of his former ve “Chris 
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was the kind of player who always 


gave 100 percent effort in practice and in the 


Bane Chris was the ultimate team player; 





a or ‘tennis court,” ig aiid. 
: displayed a genuine interest in 
looms were important to every- 


ia was my playground as a child, living 
1¢ road from the college. Many great 
ec + : exist as a child on the campus of 








orto mending EC Harris was a stand- 
il sports while attending Decatur 
yl. He par . in football, bas- 
track and tennis, receiving all-con- 
3¢ and all-district honors in football and 


subi in 
Hie! a Si 1 
ketball 


basket 
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dditions to EC faculty — 


Cal Kaderson of Conehatla was Health in Union. 
wed selected Healthcare Advanced Anderson attends Rocky Hill Chureh 
rainer at East Central of God, where she serves as children’s 
coneaaaill, College in, | group gee? 20 Ren or 


Anderson, an adjunct nurs- rf 
ing instructor at ECCC since | 
2007, previously served as | 
pediatric nurse for Dr. Melody 











beatin Saddle adation ri St. Jude, a 
fundraising event, along with a 





Byram for the past 11 years. group of other horse-riding 
She has also served on nurs- friends. 

ing staffs at East Central | She is married to Steven 

Health Care in Sebastopol, Jeff _ Anderson and they have three chil- 


Anderson Regional Medical | dren: Cole, 13; Payton, 10; and 
Center in Meridian and Laird eee Madalyn; one. 





Misty Smith of Heedtur udey find Pitty Car 0 Smith of 
has srycseh the English fac- Yarbrough of Gulfport and Deatsville, Ala. 





the College's adjunct fac- 
ulty. 


A graduate of Union 
High School, Smith 
received an Associate in 
Arts degree from ECCC in 
2006 and earned bachelor 
and master’s degree in 
English from MSU . 

She is the daughter of 
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ECCC’s Oct. 2 Homecoming includes activities for all ages 


The annual Warrior 
acre fun 
gating, music, 
events for kids, alumni 
reunions and the 
annual battle on the 
gridiron are just a few 
of the activities includ- 
ed in East Central 
Community College's 
annual homecoming 
scheduled Saturday, 

Oct. 2, on the Decatur 
campus, announced 
Dr. Stacey 
Hollingsworth, execu- 
tive director for foun- 
dation and alumni 
relations. 

Dr. Hollingsworth 
said the theme of this 
year’s celebration is 
“Remember When in 
2010.” 


Homecoming week 
activities actually start 
with a tennis tourna- 
ment for alumni and 
ECCC students, 
planned Sept. 30 — Oct. 
1 on the College tennis 
courts 


The fourth annual 
Warrior Fitness Chal- 
lenge, a 5K Run/Walk, 
begins events for 
homecoming day and 


gets under way at 7:30 


a.m. near the Lady 
Warrior softball field. 
Registration is set for 7 
a.m. at the College 

located across 


pavilion, 
from the softball field. 


An added feature to 
this year’s homecom- 
ing is an oral history 
collection pertaining to 
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Founders’ Gymnasi- 
um. Alumni and 
friends of the College 
who would like to pro- 
vide their memories of 
the now historic land- 
mark can do so from 
8:30 to 11:30 am. A 
video camera will be 
set up in Founders’ 
Gym to record com- 
ments. 

Registration for 

r 


homecoming begins at 
9 a.m. on the East Mall 
Patio located near 
Mabry Memorial Cafe- 
teria. Refreshments 
will be provided. 
Alumni will also 
want to visit the Mem- 
orabilia Room in Bur- 
ton Library, which will 
be open from 9 to 11 


.m, 
Tailgating, music 


and other family activ 
ities get under way a 
10 a.m. at the pavilior 
located on north cam 
pus. Special events ar: 
also scheduled for chil 
-dren, including inflata 
bles, football throw 
soccer goals, face 
painting and a rock 
climbing wall. The 
family activities con 
clude at 2 p.m. 
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FAST CENTRAL CC 
McMillin, 
Harris added 
to ECCC 

Hall of Fame 


from school reports 


Two former football stand- 
outs will be added to East 
Central Com- 
munity Col- 
lege’s Ath- 
letic Hall of 
Fame during 
homecoming 
activities scheduled saad! 
Oct. 2, 2010, on the Decatur 
campus. 

Joining the prestigious 
group are Dr. Howard Carlton 
McMillin of Carthage and 
Chris Harris of Decatur, who 
will be enshrined during the 
annual Alumni Luncheon 
which begins at noon in 
Mabry Memorial Cafeteria. 





HOWARD CARLTON MCMILLIN 


Although he tipped the 
scales at only 175 pounds, 
Howard Carlton McMillin was 
considered one of the 
toughest linemen to wear 

Black and Gold. 
McMillin’s coach, the late 
aoe Mncent | said of Be : 
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squads, said he is “extremely honored, 
thrilled and grateful” to be selected for. 
induction into ECCC’s Athletic Hall of 


Fame. The 1950 graduate added, “I also 


continue to be grateful 
for my ECCC education. 
The football scholarship 
was the basis for my 
successful career as an 
optometrist.” 

Dr. McMillin com- 
mented it was Vincent, 
who later became the 
College's third presi- 
dent, serving from 1953- 
62, who had “the 
biggest influence on my 
life” while attending then EC] C. 

“On more than one occasion did 
Coach Vincent praise my abilities as a 
lineman,” said Dr. MeMillin of his 
“favorite” coach. “I considered his praise 
as the highest honor I received at 
ECCC," 

Dr..McMillin mentioned one of the 
last visits he had with his former coach 
prior to his death at age 93 in Petal. 

“Shortly before he died, I met him at 
homecoming, where he asked how was I 
BOE | Sh We Dr. sit ge recalled. “I teas- 

Well, the bank took my 
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safety. Harris, who donned the Warrior 
uniform at 6-3, 160 pounds, also played 
quarterback and wide receiver and was a 
back-up punter. 

Harris, who also found success as a 
coach, said being chosen for ECCC’s 
Athletic Hall of Fame is “an honor anda 


expressed. appreciation 
7 | to those responsible for 
| his nomination. | 
“I would like to 
| thank Mr. Earl Marshall 
| for the nomination and 
hs.) others such as'Coach 
§ | Ken Pouncey, Coach 

+ Willie Coats and Jim 
Nabers (all ECCC Ath- 
letic Hall of Fame mem- 
bers) for their support of me over the 
years,” said the ECCC administrator. 
“My experience at EC has allowed me 
the opportunity to be associated with a 
lot of great people. Some, I have played 
ball with; others I have coached with 
over the years. All have. had avery posi- 
tive influence on my life.” 

Harris, whose responsibilities at 
ECCC include serving as athletic 
director, director of personnel services 
and work-based learning coordinator, 
said the highlight of his football career 
as a Warrior HvOW en an upset win over 
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» After learning of his 
Relodtion as East Central 
Community College's 
, Alumnus of the Year, Bill 
Bailey of Decatur said, “| 
was stunned really to be 
recognized with this honor; 
however, my community 
deserves part of this recog- 
‘nition because without 
I couldn't have made 
it The town, the local com- 
munities, schools, chureh- 
cc o.. have all been 
a part of my success.” 
William Dunigan “Bill” 
Bailey, who will be honored 
*Oct. 2, during Homecoming 
‘activities, and his wife, 
Louise, have owned and 
operated the Decatur 
‘Telephone Company since 
,1945 when they purchased 
_it from Katie Perkins and 
Malley McWhorter. 


other newer services.” 

“Our son (Dr. Mark 
Bailey) was in medical 
school and met a doctor 
from Columbia, South 
America who was trying to 
get different things sent 
back to his hometown. 
When he found out what 
Mark's parents did, he 
asked if he could talk to us 
about setting up a phone 
system there,” said Bailey. 

“We decided to fly down 
and see what they would 
need. Once we had evaluat- 
ed the situation, then we 
called all the companies in 


the Independent Telephoné 


Pioneers Association and 
told them what we needed 
to make this happen. 

“Of course they were all 
willing to help. Even the 
cable company donated the 
cable. Once everything was 


helped provide funds to 
construct a new entrance 
and landscaping for the 
ECCC football stadium, 
which was re-named Bill 
and Louise Bailey Stadium. 

Bailey is a former presi- 





dent of the Newton 
Flying Club and holds a 
certified airman certifi- 
eate. He has taught 
more than 50 people 
how to fly. 

He helped to organ- 
'ize and served as 
_ Chairman of the Board 
of Directors for Newton 
County Academy. 
Bailey helped to 
organize the Decatur 
Chamber of Commerce 
of which he is a past 
president, and was 


Decatur being named a 
“Key Community.” He 
is also a former mem- 
ber of the Decatur 
Board of Aldermen and 
served many years as a 
volunteer fireman. He 
_is also a past president 
_ of the Decatur Business 
Club and served as chair- 
man of the Decatur Re- 
vitalization Program. 

In addition to making a 
donation to help build a 
new fire station in Deeatur 
and to help purchase new 


instrumental — in. 


fire equipment, Bailey also 
donated 75 acres of land to 
the Town of Decatur for an 
Industrial Park. 

“Our basie telephone 
rate is the same today as it 
was in 1978." 

A published author, he 


penned “Won't You Come 


Home Bill Bailey,” a rec- 
ollection of war stories, his 
personal favorite stories 
and stories of his many 
years in the telephone busi- 
ness. 

He is a member of 
Decatur United Methodist 


} 
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ness. 


Eales credits community for his succes S 


Church and has served on 
the church finance, pastor 
parish relations and build- 
ing committees and the 

Bill and Louise Bailey 
have been married 67 years 
and have two children. Dr. 
Mark Bailey is a neurolo- 
gist in Birmingham and 
specializes in pain manage- 
ment. 

Dr. Esther Bailey Smith 
completed her’ Ph. D. in 
business t and 
helps run the sims busi- 


’ At that time, there were 
46 magneto telephones. 
yMrs ‘Bailey worked the 
‘switchboard 24 hours a 
Hday, while Bailey per- 
“formed the outside duties. 
i 6 “We had some college 
$zirls who helped out some 










cir 1946, which was naa 

a a new dial system was 
installed in 1950. ' 

| “Dp. Ed Pennington was 

aihe local doctor at that 

‘time. When he would go out 

ito -see a patient, he would 

fal ways call me, switch- 

eta xeach Bir He was 

>t when we went to the 

al system because he had 

0 hire an answering serv- 


n 
hice, 


said. 
In 1978, Bailey brought 
sir jn a new digital system that 
Decatur the distinc- 





firs: all-digital telephone 
Neate Tt: in the. United 





Fiber of Tiavitie doe Of the | 


nur joined the Air Foree on July 


and visiting with his 
mom and dad in 
Decatur in yard of the 
American Legion Hut. 
His parents lived in one 
end of the American 
Legion Hut. | 


collected, all the donations 
were put in a. school bus 
and it was shipped to South 

“We stayed two to three 
weeks and installed a 
phone company in the local 


; school. They went from 


having one phone to 40!” 


9, 1940. He served five 
years in the South Pacific 


and at the Panama Canal 
“party during World War Il, before 


returning and completing 





ee 





phone company. We didn’t 
ave : 


' While keeping basic 
rates the same as they 
-were more than 30 years 
- ago, Bailey has also contin- 
yued to keep up with the lat- 
advances in telephone 
echnology. 

; Copper phone cables 
are currently being 
echanged to fiber, giving bet- 
7a service = —— 







“vate conversations per line, 
the fiber cable provides 
rover 100,” Bailey said. “It 
‘also allows broadband and 


his degree at East Central. 
Bailey served two addi- 


tional years active duty 





through each morning 
about 2 a.m. Some of the 
nhac oye I won't call 





would try to leave the 
wheels would spin on the 
rails and the train couldn't 
go until it was cleaned off.” 

Like most students in 
those days, Bailey had a 


J. would paint houses 
for Mr. Leon Eubanks (for- 
mer ECCC English instruc- 


tor) for 10 cents an hour to 


phe Se myself through sehool,” 


—— most recently 


I~ f J ia wae 

[ r q A a, j flay, 
WEEK OF “CU! - _), EMMY 
See 


US FLAG DONATED 


A new U.S. flag is now prominently displayed in 
the lobby of Burton Library at East Central 
Community College in Decatur. Lucille Wood, 
longtime faculty member and former coach, 
made the presentation following a brief 
ceremony. Shown with the flag are,from left, Ann 
Burkes of Decatur, retired ECCC librarian and’ ~ 
longtime adviser of Theta Xi Chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa, the international honor society for 
two-year colleges; Richard Mayo of Decatur; 
and Kate Covich, current Theta Xi co-adviser. 
Wood presented the U.S. Flag in memory of 
Jack B. Mayo and to all past, present and future 
members of the College's Theta Xi Chapter of 
Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society 
for two-year colleges. Mayo attended then 
ECJC from 1948-50, where he was an 
outstanding student and football tearm member. 
He had a distinguished career in the U.S. Air 
Force, rising to the rank of captain. After 
receiving a degree in aeronautical engineering, 
Mayo became a test pilot for the U.S. Army and 
was killed while flying in an F-105 aircraft over 
the Gulf of Mexico. The Phi Theta Kappa award 
is named in his honor. Richard Mayo is a 
recipient of the prestigious award and a brother 
to Jack Mayo. 
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ECCC RECEIVES FLAGS 


WEEK OF q 


MISSISSIPPI FLAG 
DONATED 


Anew Mississippi flag is now prominently 
displayed in the lobby of Burton Library at 
East Central Community College in 
Decatur. Lucille Wood, longtime faculty 
member and former coach, made the 
presentation following a brief ceremony. 
Members of the First 204th Air Defense 
Artillery unit in Newton, from left, Staff 
Sgt. Shannon Cooley and Sot. Jonathan 
McDonald, both of Decatur, and Spc, 
Tracy Moncrief of Newton, are shown with 
the flag, given by Wood in memory of 
Major William Patrick Wilson and the 
brave men who served under his 
leadership during World War |!. Capt. 
Wilson was commanding officer for 
Headquarters Battery of the Third 
Battalion located on the then ECJC 
campus. He led the battalion through 417 
days of combat in the European Theater 
of Operations. Gen. Wilson served as 
ECJC football and baseball coach, dean 
of men, and led the Mississippi National 
Guard unit from 1933-42. 
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EC special recognition 
Receiving special recognition 
during East Central Community 
College’s homecoming celebration 
held Saturday, Oct. 2, were recipi- 
ents of the annual Alumni 
Association awards. From left are 
Bill Bailey of Decatur, Alumnus of 
the Year; Brigadier General Amelia 
Kennedy (Ret.) of Louisville, 
Alumna of the Year; Bonnie Martin 
of Choctaw, whose late husband, 
Mississippi Band of Choctaw 
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Indians Chief Phillip Martin, was 
honored with a Lifetime 
Achievement Award; and Dr. 
Howard Carlton McMillin of 
Carthage and Chris Harris of 
Decatur, who were inducted into the 
College’s Athletic Hall of Fame. The 
awards were presented during 
luncheon activities held in Mabry 
Memorial Cafeteria on the Decatur 
campus. 
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Nance Honored for ECCC Service 
Jerry Nance (center) of Louisville was recently honored for 25 years service as a member 
of the East Central Community College Board of Trustees. Nance is shown with Board Chair- 
man Prentice Copeland (left) of Philadelphia and ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, who pre- 
sented the longtime trustee with a plaque of appreciation at the group's Aug. 10, 2010, meet- 
_ ing on the Decatur campus. Nance was also recognized for his service to ECCC at the annual! 
| Mississippi Community and Junior College Trustees’ Association Conference held July 8-10 in 
Biloxi ~=(EC Photo) 
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‘Grove’s Riley 
joins ECCC statt 


Matthew L. Riley, of 
Walnut Grove, has been 
selected community based 
job training grant coordi- 
nator at East Central 
Community College. 

Riley, who began his 
duties Sept. 16, joined the 
ECCC staff with experi- 
ence in various work envi- 
ronments. 

He is owner of Riley 
Consultant Group, in Car- 
thage, company, estab- 


lished in 2009 which pro- — 


vides professional consult- 
ing services with empha- 
sis on grant writing and 
management. 

He was previously 
employed as court director 
for Hinds County in Jack- 
son, from 2006-09. 

Riley is also a former 
court administrator for 
Georgia Superior Courts 
in Gainesville and Athens, 
serving from 2000-06. His 
duties included’ grant 
writing and management 
and developing programs 
within the courts. 

Riley is a lifelong mem- 
ber of New Friendship 
Baptist Church in Walnut 
Grove, where he serves as 
assistant adult Sunday 
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schon Sous and finance 
chairman. 

He is a 1991 honor 
graduate of South Leake 
High School 

After completing his 
degree from ECCC in 
1993, Riley continued his 
education at Mississippi 
Valley State University, 
where he received a bach- 
elor’s degree in social sci- 
ence in 1996. | 

Riley is married to the 
former Marie Cherry of 
Columbia. They have two 
children, Kymberli, 15; 
and Matthew, 10; both 
attend Carthage Public 
School. 
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Central preps 


to move downtown 


East Central Com- 
munity College could be 
establishing a presence 
square in the heart of Car- 
thage soon. 

Melanie Hartley, execu 
tive director of the Leske 
Development Association, 
said measures taken 
Monday morning by 
Leake County supervisors 
cleared the way for ECCC 
to set up shop on the south 
end of the town square. 

Under the plan as 
explained to supervisors, 
and approved unanimous- 
ly, East Central would pay 
$600 per month for three 
years in rent for what 
once was the county jus- 
tice court complex. 

In turn, East Central, 
via a grant. administered 
by the foundation, would 
do some $21,000 in reno- 
vations to the building. 

Leake County would 
pay utilities for the opera- 
tion, which. Hartley 
explained later could 
entail a number of educa- 
tional functions. 

East Central’s presence 
in the town, she said, was 
nothing new, but the move 
would mean better quar- 
ters, more opportunities 
and a more ‘prominent 
presence. 

The effort is funded 
from part of a $1.8 million 
Community Based Job 
Training Grant awarded 
East Central in June, 
Hartley said. 

She brought the matter 
to supervisors’ attention 
shortly after that and, 
after Monday's approval, 
said she would scan the 


signed document to be e- 
mailed to ECCC officials 
and speed the start of the 
process. 

“For several years,” she 
explained later, “they 
have been a presence in 
Leake County; their 
mobile unit was set up at 
the vo-tech, so their pres- 
ence is not new. i 

“However, relocating 
that unit to the square 
will only enhance our 
partnership.” 

In addition, she said, 
the mobile unit had sim- 
ply worn out. 

The community col- 
lege’s mission through the 
mobile unit, now the site 
on the square, however, 
has changed regularly and 
will likely continue to do 
so, she said. 

“It changes over time,” 
she explained. “They offer 
services based on the need 
of the community. 

“An example would be 
if you had a small busi- 
ness and you needed your 
employees trained to your 
unique needs. East 
Central could do that for 
you.” 

‘The program and devel- 
opment, she said, were “a 
partnership with the 
Workforce Development 


Division” of ECCC, and 


the Mississippi Small 
Business Development 


Center at the Decatur- 


based community college. 
What will result with 
the move, she said, will be 
“This site will allow 
them to set up more actu- 
al equipment needed for 


training,” Hartley said. 
“It will give them more 
classrooms, as well as 
allow them to have a more 
permanent presence.” 
Carthage and Leake 
County will enjoy, she 
said, a particular advan- 
tage in the program. 
Lucretia Williams, a 
Carthage resident who 
serves work force develop- 
ment, “works with EC and 
travels to their other sites, 
but she will be centered 
here,” Hartley said 
Work to overhaul the 
building should start 
quickly, she said. “We will 
be working on renovations 
as soon as we can get the 
contractor moving on 
that.” 
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An update on East Central Community 
College’s health-related programs was provided 
during the recent Healthcare Advisory Council 


meeting held on the Decatur campus. 
Participants included (from left) Dr. Betsy Mann, 
Dean of ECCC Healtheare Education; Jess 
Williamson of Louisville, ECCC Surgical 
Technology student representative; Kristie 
Pilgrim and LeAnne Shirley, ECCC surgical tech- 
nology instructors; Margie Majure, Director of 
Nursing, Scott Regional Hospital; Lori Luke, 
ECCC Associate Degree Nursing instructor; Gaye 


SPIRIT GF MORTON 
MERIDIAN STAR 


* 





Flake, Director of Nursing, Neshoba County 
Nursing Home; Tracy Kilpatrick of Union, ECCC 
Associate Degree Nursing student representa- 
tive; Katrina Bryant, Director/Instructor, ECCC 
EMT-Paramedic Technology instructor; Theresa 
Cole, ECC Practical Nursing instructor; Candy 
Anderson, ECCC Advanced Skills 
Trainer/Certified Nursing Assistant Coordinator; 
and Beverly Terry, Director of Nursing, Winston 
Medical Hospital. For more information on 
ECCC’s health-related programs, contact Dr. 
Betsy Mann, 601-635-6294. 
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Melissa Thrash Carleton (right) of Union is a recent 
addition to the East Central Co 

Foundation Board. Carleton, shown with ECCC 
President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, serves as deputy attor- 
ney general for the Mississippi Band of Choctaw 
Indians. She is a 1990 magna cum laude graduate of 
the University of Mississippi, where she was a mem- 
ber of various honor societies. She also graduated in 
ey oti) ange tapenade oy 
and was editor of The Advocate. She is married to 
Robert W. Carleton III. They have a son, Robert W. 








“Hob” Carleton IV. 
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Former Warrior Corps 

Members Recognized 
Former members of the East Central Community College 
Warrior Corps, an elite group of students who assist in 
_ recruiting and serve as hosts for various campus events, were 
among special groups honored during Homecoming activi- 
ties held Saturday, October 2, on the Decatur campus. 
Pictured are front row, from left, Maria Leach McLeod of 
Mize, Amanda Skinner of Decatur and Amy Lewis of 
Wesson; back row, from left, Bill Freeman and Matt Alford, 
both of Forest. EC Photo submitted by Karen Robertson, Secret 
to the Vice President for Public Information, East Central r wy 
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East Central Community College 
presents 
Mrs. Joan Grimes 
recipient. of the 
2010 Teacher Award 


“The Rich Cultural Heritage of Musical Theater at | 
Bast Central Community College" 
November 11, '2010 
7T:00 p.m 
Vickers Fine Arts Center Auditorium 
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Observing Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
Dressed in pink shirts in observance of Breast Cancer Awareness Month, these East Cen- 
tral Community College science iF tructors are shown hanging ribbons. on an “honor tree” 
in memory of honor of those affected by the disease. APRON HOS Wo ees ay Cree 
and has attracted numerous donations for the fund-raising project, s ad by Sigma 
Sigma Mu Tau, an organization for science students, From left et biology “instructors 
Sharon LeJeune, Patti Davis and Kim Hardy. and chemistry instructor Peggy Clayton. The 
instructors encourage others “to hang a ribbon in support of the fight against breast cancer 
and donate to research and patient support.” (EC Photo) 
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Doren: Poesia instruction — various s Tecate 
in the College’s act 












emer Pow 


cle Ssesare Ol tered irom 5: to 8 30 p.m. Mon day and : ‘ues — 
day at the Forest/Scott Souls’ Career and Technology 
Center. Serving as ABE/GED instructors in the Scott County 
area are (from left) Teresa Lovett and Zann Nutt, both of 
Morton. For more informa tion on BECC ’s ABE/GED a: 
pep. contact sabes C larke, ite irec se 
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Reunion time 





Classes of '57-'58-’59 Hold Annual ECCC Reunion 

Members of the East Central Community College classes of 1957, 1958, and 1959 met 
for their annual reunion during Homecoming activities held October 2, on the Decatur cam- 
pus, Pictured are (front row, from left) Sara Moreau, Hank Moreau, Kenneth Dunagin, 
Jeanette Thrash and Lois Cooper, all of Decatur, and Nan Barrier Stamper of Union; and (sec- 
ond row, from left) Fred Austin Barfoot of Philadelphia, Pa.; Bubba Hudspeth of Louisville, 
Mack Shelton of Pearl, Sam Partridge of Colorado Springs, Co.; Johnny Nell Smith of | 
Monticello, Ga.; and Cari Hollingsworth of Decatur. (EC Photo) ; 
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Seilgs thenibecs of the East Contra Community College Classes of 1979, 1980 and 1981 
participated In J lperspe pepe Homecoming celebration held Saturday, 
Oct. 2, on the Decatur campus. Pictured are (front row, from left) Libby Smith of Petal, Amy 
Harwell of Meridian, Valeria Miller of Union, Martha Alford Blanton of Carthage, Flo Harkins 
Henley of Starkville, Cheryl Comans of Cleveland, and Myra Murrell Davis and Evelyn Murrell 
Hampton, both of Forest; and (second row, from left) Mickey Vance of Decatur, Geedie 
Simmons of Hattiesburg, Raymond Reed of Brandon, Jamie Satcher of Northport, Aia.; 
Alexander Ealy of Morton, David Griffin of Decatur, Kent Holdiness of Louisville, Leah 
Livingston Donald of Starkville, Steve McKay of Columbus and Lori Hudson Luke of Hickory. 
(EC Photo)\, 
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Cumberland named East 
Central WIA coordinator 


Deana [_ 
W. Cum- | 
berland of 
Philadel- | 
phia was | 
recently | 
selected 
WIA/Dis- hae 
located 
Worker 
Program 
coordinator 
at East 
Central Community College in 
Decatur, announced ECCC 
President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin. 

Cumberland, who began her 
duties with the eal s Work- 


Deana 
Cumberland 
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employment interviewer for the 
Mississippi Department of 
Employment Security in 
Philadelphia, a position she held 
since June 2002. 

She has also served as an 
assistant transcript evaluator in 


7 id | the Registrar’s Office at Missis- 


sippi State University im 
Starkville and is a former infor- 
mation technology and account- 
ant recruiter for the Betty Nash 
Employment Agency in Tupelo. 

Cumberland is involved in 
various community activities, 
currently serving as publicity 
chair for the Neshoba County 
oe ~ Life a fig 
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East Central Community College in Decatur continues to provide free 
Adult Basic Education and General Educational Development- 
Preparation instruction at various locations in the College’s five-county 
district. In Newton County, classes are offered from 9 a.m. to noon 
Monday through Thursday and from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Monday and 
Tuesday in Ethridge Hall, Room 10 on the ECCC South Campus. Serving 
as ABE/GED instructors for the Newton County area are (seated from 
left) Gloria Harms of Decatur and Mary Burt of Newton; and (standing 
from left) Ed McGowan of Lawrence, Robin Milling-Hubble of Decatur 
and Bryan Burt of Newton. Not pictured is instructor Larry Harms of 
Decatur. For more information on ECCC’s ABE/GED Program, contact 
Ryan Clarke, director, 601-635-6279 or call toll free, 877-462-3222, ext. 
279. The e-mail address is rclarke@ecce.edu. ECCC serves Leake, 
Neshoba, Newton, Scott and Winston counties. (EC Photo) 
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ECCC offers 
new scholarship 





Nursing Scholarabiin En- 


dowment Fund was 


recently established at 

East Central Community 

College in Decatur. 
Created in 2006 and 


organized for charitable 


and educational purposes, 
the scholarship honors 
Kelley Elizabeth Hum- 
phreys, who was a newly 
licensed registered nurse 
when she died shortly 
after beginning her nurs- 
ing career at St. Dominic 
Hospital in Jackson. 

To qualify for the annu- 
al award, students must 
currently be enrolled at 
ECCC, Meridian or Hinds 
community colleges in a 
nursing curriculum lead- 
ing to an associate or bac- 
calaureate degree, or 
enrolled in the associate 
degree nursing, licensed 


attend classes bis the 
first semester (six credits) 
on a full-time basis and 
maintain at least a “C” 
average. 

A USS. citizenship and 
teria for the annual 
award, which can be 


apphed toward tuition, ® 
books and academic fees. a 


_ The East Central Com- 
rivet College Scholar- 
ship Committee will select 
a recipient and make a 
recommendation to the 
tors for approval. 

Applications are avail- 
able at ECCC, Hinds and 
Meridian community col- 
leges. 

For more information, 
contact Randall E. Lee, 
vice president for student 
services at ECCC, 601- 
635-6375 or call toll free, 


WEEK OF 


practical nursing or regis- 877-462-3222, ext. 375. 
tered nurse programs. The e-mail address is 
Applicants must also rlee@eccc.edu, 

APPEARED IN: 
CARTHAGINIAN ___ NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
NEWTON COUNTY APPEAL SCOTT COUNTY TIMES _ 
SPIRIT OF MORTON WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 
MERIDIAN STAR CLARION-LEDGER 


WEEK OF 











Celebrates 50th class reunion 

Observing their 50th class reunion are the above East Central Community College alumni who received special recognition 
during Homecoming activities held recently, on the Decatur campus. ECCC President Dr. Phil Sutphin presented “Goiden 
Anniversary” diplomas to class members during a ceremony in the Vickers Fine Ans Center auditorium. Pictured are (front 
row, from left) Jo Lynn Parker of Philadelphia, Lib Smith Hill of Forest, Nan Shields Morgan of Ridgeland, Patsy Dunigan 
Clark of Louisville, Ina Fay Leach Nelson of Union and Dinkey Morris Austin of Philadelphia; (second row, from left) Hilda 
Adair Blackiedge of Quitman, Sue Butts Fountain of Natchez, Donna Kirksey Durr and Ann Sudduth Gordon, both of Ray- 
mond; Ollie Faye McNair Jones of Pelahatchie, Jean McMahan Easom of Meridianand Marie Hollingsworth Ezelle. of 
Decatur; (third row, from left) Smith Wood of Eufaula, Ala.; Marvin Miller of Hattiesburg, Dick West of Prescott, Ariz.; Bob 
Baker of Tuscson, Ariz.; Doyle Jones of Pelahatchie and Tersie Oliphant of McComb; and (back row, from left) Bill Durr of 
Raymond, Billy Frank Alford of Forest, Gaines Massey of Brandon, Randy Miles of Muskegon, Mich.; Larry Brown of Madi- 
son and Richard Bell of Byhalia. (EC Photo) 
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Scholatshipé i 


tinued his sup- 








+ 6h Ore Sr 5 The Strickland 
honoring the late [ee | Port: of the Strickland (77S scholarship pro- 
Rush aa. . | annualevyent. received an |y | | vides two annual 
Administrator .. _. He is a for- Associate of iJ awards: of $500 

Dan Harrison and | mer president Arts degree | each to deserving 
current Rush | | of §§ Medical from ~— East [Wy district students 
Health System |" | G r o u p Central Junior P who are pursing 
President/CEO | Management College, a | | degrees | in 
Wallace ime ‘| Association of Bachelor — of || healthcare edu- 
Strickland were — Mississippi. Science degree cation at ECCC. 
recently estab- Strickland cur- f r .o m + | For more 
lished by the rently serves Mississippi Wallace information, con- 
Newton on the Gredt S t a t eé Strickland tact. the. Vice 
Community Southern University and : President for 







Hea T’'t & National Bank a Master of Student Services 
Foundation and Rush Board of Direetors. Business Administration office. 601-635-2111. o1 
Health Systems for qual A radiate of degree from the call toll. free, 877-462 
ified students attending Deeatur Attendance University of Alabama. 3222, ext. 375. | 
East Central Community 





Rush Health Bstema" 





Endowed Scholarship The Wallace 
honors the Scott. County, Strickland Rush Health 
nsf and ded ap: ae = Systems Endowed 





Scholarship was estab- 
lished “in honor and 
recognition” of the long- 
time hospital administra- 
tor and ECCC alumnus 
who began his employ- 
ment with Rush in 1970. 
In 1997, Strickland 
was appointed as the 
Assistant Seeretary for 
the Board of Trustees of 
Rush Health Systems 
and in 1999 he assumed 
his current duties as 
President of Rush Health 
Systems, Inc., and sub- 
sidiaries. 

He serHe is a past 
chairman of the East 
Mississippi Business 
Develop pai ent . 
Corporation and. was EMOCRA 
instrumental in helping OBAD 
start the State Games of T COUNTY TIMES 
Mississippi. and has con- 

WinsTON COUNTY JOURNAL 
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district students who are 
pursuing a degree in 
healthcare education at 
ECCC. | 


MeLeon is 
EC top cop 


_ 





Mitchell (Mitch) 
MeCleon of Starkville 
has been anmed Chief of 
Police at East Central 
Community College. 

“We are very fortu- 
nate to have someone 
with Chief McCleon’s 
skills and experience as 
our Chief,” said EC 
President Dr. Phil 
Sutphin. 

The i971 Beulah 
Hubbard high grad 





Shera sane Sin odkeral bx busi- 
ness anda master’s degree 

in workforce education, both 
from Mississippi State Uni- 





auiectekrcdaes 

from the University of Missis- 
sippi, a master's degree from 
saps He renee 
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to host 


combine 


DECATUR — A recruit- 
ing combine for district 
high school football play- 
ers will be held Friday at 
East Central Community 
College in Decatur, 
announced Derek Pouncey, 
ECCC assistant football 


is ne Hi 
uled from 8:30 to 9 a.m. in 


the Brackeen-Wood Physi- 


cal Education Building. 
The combine will begin 
at 9 am. on the Warrior 
football field. 
A $5 fee will be assessed 
to each player to help with 


East Central serves 
Leake, Neshoba, Newton, 
Scott and Winston coun- 
ties. 

ieee more information, 

aentas naan 
60 5-6244 
ma ints ats can 


re pero oy e-mail at 





ery 
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Meridian's Tanksley signs with 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff 


East Central had three sign with four- 
year schools Wednesday led by former 
Meridian standout Elijah Tanksley. 
Tanksley, 6-foot-3, had a team-high six 
interceptions for the Warriors, while reg- 
istering 33 tackles. —_- 
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Also leaving East Central are offensive 
lineman/long snapper Will McBeth of 
Leake Academy and wide receiver 
Antonio Ricks. Ricks caught 11 passes for 
191 yards. McBeth signed with West 


Alabama and Ricks inked with Shaw Uni- 


versity. 

Previous East Central signees were 
offensive lineman Jarred Fleming with 
Troy, quarterback Emmanuel Taylor with 
UAB, defensive back CJ Estelle with Ten- 
nessee-Martin, defensive back Preston 
Felder of Meridian with Henderson State 
and defensive back Ken Griffin of 
Philadelphia with Delta State. 
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TWO WARRIORS 
CHOSE ECCC 

Nanih Waiya High $chool 
seniors Mackenzie Lee and Troy 
Taylor were expected to sign foot- 
ball scholarships with East Central 
Community College on Wednesday 
at 9 a.m. . 

Lee and Taylor were key cogs in 
the Warriors run to the Region 3- 
1A championship and an overall 
11-2 record in 2009. 
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ECCC PHOTO 


ECCC WARRIORS MOVING ON 


Continuing their football careers on the university level are the above former standouts 
at East Central Community College, who signed letters-of-intent during a ceremony held 
Wednesday on the Decatur campus. Seated from left are defensive back Elijah Tanksley 
of Meridian, who inked with the University of Arkansas-Pine Bluff; offensive lineman/long 
snapper Will McBeth of Leake Academy, University of West Alabama; and wide receiver 
Antonio Ricks, Shaw University. Also seated is Brian Anderson, ECCC head football 
coach. Standing from left are Tanksley’s parents, Billy and Nannette Tanksley; McBeth’s 
parents, Dwain and Zela McBeth; Ricks’ mother, Betty Moore, and his aunt, Norma 
Sanderford. 
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Willis slened letters-of-intents on 
Mabie to play at East Central Com- 
College next year. 

Wil is powsres Philadelphia's offense 
with 2,018 yards and 30 touchdowns. Riddle 
had 105 tackles, second-best on the team to 
2011 Mississippi State commit C.J. Johnson, 
from his defensive end position. 

Joining the Philly duo in Decatur will be 
Neshoba Central's pair of offensive lineman 
Justin Kilpatrick and quarterback/defen- 
sive back Jonathan Cantrell, Newton's line- 
backer/ running back Eric Brown and 
Chocta ab 
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EC’s next class focused on district players 


By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 


Sports Editor 


When Brian Aeteaiie 


became the head football coach 
at East Central Community 
College in December, he prom- 
ised his recruiting focus would 
first be on the teams and player 
in his district. 

Signing day came last week 
and Anderson proved to be true 
to his word as 22 of the first 27 
players signed came from 
schools in the district. 

“We are very pleased with 
our recruiting class,” Anderson 
said. “We stayed in our district 
and signed some outstanding 
football players. They are going 
to come in and help our pro- 
gram,” 

Leading the pack will be 
Brandon Willis, 


the Warriors was lineman Julian 
Riddle. Neshoba Central line- . 
man Justin Kilpatrick and quar- 
terback Jonathan Cantrell also 
signed with ECCC, as did 
Choctaw Central’s Caleb Logan. 

Representing Scott Central 
will by Jimmy Broomfield, Chris 
Ficklin and Dominique Strong. 
Louisville High School is well 
represented by Cottrell Miller, 
Tate Rogers, Jimmy Owens and 
Jordan Christian. Signees from 
Morton include Bradley Dorsey, 
Percy Lewis, Emilio Warnsley, 
Deontae Harper and Marquise 


APPEARED IN: 


CARTHAGINIAN _ 
NEWTON COUNTY APPEAL Z 


SPIRIT OF MORTON 


Hughes and Keland Johnson. 
McKenzie Lee and Troy Taylor 
represent Nanih Waiya High 
School while Eric Brown comes 
from Newton High School. Kobi 


MERIDIAN STAR \/ 





Submitted photo 
Two Philadelphia High School football standouts signed with 
East Central Community College last week. Sitting, from left, 
are, Brandon Willis, son of Dianne Moore and Brad Crockett, © : 
and Julian Riddle, son of Lesa Eiland and Julius Riddle and in” 
back is Coach Teddy Dyess. _ 


Woods will be coming from 
Noxa ; 

“We still have several we are 
hoping to sign,” Anderson said. 
“We will combine the incoming 
freshmen with our returning 
sophomore who will be the foun- 


See ECCC, page 12A 
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Former East Central 
Community College football stand- 
outs, seated from left, Will McBeth 
and Antonio Ricks, both of Leake 
County, are shown signing national 
letters of intent to continue their 
careers on the university level. 
McBeth, a 6’0”, 250-pound offensive 
lineman/long snapper, signed with 
the University of West Alabama in 
Livingston. McBeth was named the 
Warriors’ most valuable special 
teams player for the 2009 campaign. 
He is a product of Leake Academy. 
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McBeth, Ricks continue football careers 


WEEK OF 





Ricks, a 5-10, 175-pound wide receiv- 
er from Carthage High School, 
inked with Shaw University in 
Raleigh, North Carolina. Ricks, who 
missed several games due to an 
injury, had 12 catches for 203 yards 
and four touchdowns. Also seated is 
Brian Anderson, ECCC head football 
coach. Standing from left are 
McBeth’s parents, Zela and Dwain 
McBeth; Ricks’ mother, Betty Moore, 
and his aunt, Norma Sanderford. 
(EC Photo) 
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Set past 


of the MACIC State 
Baseball Tournament for the 
East Centra] 
Community from/ 
College base- School 
ball team, reports 
which rallied to take a best- 
of-three series from Holmes 
Community College in first- 
found . playoff. action at 
Goodman over the weekend, 
The Warriors, who 
improved to 36-15 following 
a Sweep of Holmes (9-1, 8-4) 
Saturday afternoon, will bat- 
tle host Jones, 38-10, at 6 
p.m. Thursday to begin the 


three-day, double-elimina- 


tion event being ‘held at 
Smith-Wills Stadium in 
Jackson, 

The early game features 
Pear] River, 25-25, and 
Hinds, 27-19, in a 3 p.m. 
contest as the four South 
Division teams Swept their 
North opponents. 

Competition continues 
Friday and concludes with 
the champienship game set 


he | r. i‘ A, = — — 
AME WES SEAIGES 





Holmes 


EC advances to 


It’s on to the “F inal Four” 





State tourney 















Jones 12-8, Northy 


4 air % Pas 


Fear! River 10-13, ltawamba 7. | 
Finds 12-7, Northeast 2:2 










_ State Tournament 
at Smith-Wills Stadium 









Game 1: Pear| Perr ea . 
vs. Hinds (27-19),3 p.m. ic 
| Game 2: East Central (36-15) 












AR: 1% el 7 ee es ae 


Game 3: Pearl River-Hinds. sy 


vs. East Central-Jones 







weexor Uprul 26,2010 
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Blake Frazier named East 
Central defensive coordinator 





Blake Frazier is the new 
defensive coordinator at East 


Frazer is 
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Christian High School in 
Mobile, Ala. He is also a former 


Central Community College in , regarded as offensive coordinator and offen- 
Decatur, announced Dr. Phil A. one of the sive line coach at Taylor County 
Sutphin, ECCC president. Fra- i 2 £6 High School in Perry, Fla., and 
zier’s employment was recruiters |. \ | previously was linebacker coach 
at today’s (March 9, in the } 4.\ 0 at the University of West Alaba- 
2010) meeting of the College’s Southeast } ma. He began his coaching 
Board of Trustees. by his PS career in 2001 as defensive line 
Frazier, who currently serves peers and | coach at Jones County Junior 
on the defensive staff at North- co-work- College. 
west Mississippi Community ers. It was A McComb native, Frazier is 
College in Senatobia, will apparent to me after speaking a 2000 graduate of Southwest 
assume his new duties on April with 25 prospective coaches and Mississippi Community Col- 
1, 2010, in time for the Warriors’ the top five candi- lege. He received a bachelor’s 
spring workouts. dates, that Blake Frazier was the degree in science from the Uni- 
Brian Anderson, ECCC head right choice.” versity of Southern Mississippi 
football coach, listed several Frazier has spent the past five in 2002 and camed 3 a master’s 


reasons why Frazier emerged as 


the top candidate to lead the 
Warrior defense. 

“Coach Frazier has been a 
successful defensive coordinator 
in this league at Northwest, and 
he also possesses collegiate 
experience at Jones County and 
at the University of West Alaba- 
ma,” said Anderson. “Coach 


which he served as defensive 
ranked either first or second in 
total defense for three of his five 
years at the college. 

Prior to joining the North- 
west staff, Frazier served as 
head football coach and defen- 
sive coordinator at Cottage Hill 


West Alabama in 2003. 

He is married to the former 
Penny Hawks of Senatobia and 
they have an infant daughter, 
Maisey. 
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defensive 






Trustees. 
Frazier, who 
currently serves 
on the defensive 
staff at Northwest 
Mississippi Com- 
munity College in 
natobia, wi , 
auiee his new duties on April 1 in 
time for the Warriors' spring work- 


Brian Anderson, ECCC head 
football coach ach, listed several Le 
‘sons why Frazier emerged as th 
Son catgut to lead the Warrior 
oeitCoach Frazier has been a suc- 

_ cessful defensive coordinator in 
r this league at Northwest, and he 
. also possesses collegiate experi- 
ence at jones Lowe a eee : 
niversity of West Alabama," said 
f AS ers = "Coach i is (also) 
regarde: of the top 
er tt the lar by his 
dco-workers.Itwas 
Adina to me after speaking with 
25 prospective coaches and inter- 
viewing the top five candidates, 
that Blake Frazier was the right 
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Frazier has spent the past five 
Seasons at Northwest, four of 
Which he served as defensive coor- 
dinator. The Rangers were ranked 
either first or second in total 
defense for three of his five years 
at the college. 

_ Prior to joining the Northwest 
Staff, Frazier served as head foot- 
ball coach and defensive coordi- 
nator at Cottage Hill Christian 
High School in Mobile, Ala. He is 
also a former offensive coordinator 
_ and offensive line coach at Taylor _ 
County High Schoofin Perry, Fla: 
and previously was linebacker 
coach at the University of West 
Alabama. He began his coaching 
career in 2001 as défensive line 
coacl at Jones County Junior Col 
ege. 


A McComb native, Frazier is a 
2000 graduate of Southwest Missis- 
sipp! Community College. He 
received a bachelor's degree in sci- 
ence from the University of 
Southern Mississippi in 2002 and 
earned a master's degree from the 

Bias of West Alabama in 


NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 

SCOTT COUNTY TIMES _- 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL | 

CLARION-LEDGER 


Warriors’ Willis signs with ECCC 
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Choctaw Central senior Chris Community College football 
Willis, left, signs a National Letter of Warriors in the fall as his mother, 
Intent to join the East Central Gloria Willis, looks on. 
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' 5 al uf | 
Logan inks ECCC football offer | 


Choctaw Central’s Kahlon stepfather Tony McGee and mother 
“Jack” Logan signs a scholarship Lisa Logan there to offer their sup- 
offer from East Central Community port. Logan will join the Warriors in 
College football Warriors with his the fall. 
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LOCAL ATHLETES SIGN SCHOLARSHIPS 





SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Departing seniors of the 2009 Scott Central Rebel football team recently signed scholar- 
ships to play football on the collegiate level. From left, they include Jimmie Broomfield, 
Chris Ficklin and Dominique Strong. All three student-athletes signed to play for East Cen- 
tral Community College. During the February 3 National Signing Day, East Central picked up 
28 high et a 10 of those from Scott County. More signing photos will be 


published in coming weeks 
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ECCC football 
tryouts Friday 


Tryouts for the 2010 East conducted on the Warrior 
Central Community College football field. 
football team from Each participant should 
will be held school provide all football practice 
Friday on the reports equipment, including mouth- 
pasa cam- ve piece 

announced Brian A $10 fee will be assessed 
Anderson, head football each player to help with cost 
| of insurance. 

For more information or 
to pre-register, contact Derck 
| ghee Pouncey, assistant football 
Education — where coach, 601-635-6244 or 60! - 
ss tet ia eee ine 917-8340. 

| > skill Hs a SenTCS is 
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Warriors sign with East Central 
Above, Kahlon “Jack” Logan, center, signs with East Central, while his mother Lisa Logan, 


right, and stepfather Tony McGee, left, look on. Below, Christopher “Poncho” Willis, left, 
signs with ECCC, while his mother, Gloria Willis, right, looks on. 
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with East Central Community College. He is 
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Justin Kilpatrick | 


Justin Kilpatrick signs a football scholarship to E tre 
: shag nip to East Central. At di Enena 
and his father Clyde Kilpatrick. At bottom is his mother antic Aare a Friend 
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PERCY LEWIS SIGNS WITH EAST CENTRAL COMMU- 


NITY COLLEGE: On February 3rd Percy Lewis, a seniorat 
Morton High School, signed a National! Letter of Intent to play 
football with East Central Community College. He is pictured 
with his mother, Denise Lewis and standing, lefi to mght, MHS 
Head Coach David Parkerand MHS Assistant Principal Clay 


Purvis. 
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BRADLEY DORSEY SIGNS WITH EAST CENTRALCOM- 
MUNITY COLLEGE: On February 3rd Bradley Dorsey, ase- 
nior at Morton High School, signed a National Letter of Intent 
to play football with East Central Community College . He is) 
pictured with his mother, Lenoria Dorsey, and standing, left 
to right, MHS Head Coach David Parker and MHS ‘Assistant 
Principal Clay Purvis. ae 
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EC anounces 
football tryouts 


Tryouts for the 2010 East 
Central Community College 
football team from 
will be held | 
Friday, Feb. 19, mena 
on the Decatur 
campus, announced Brian 
Anderson, head football 
coach. 

Registration is scheduled 
from 9 to 9:30 am. in the 
Brackeen-Wood Physical 


conducted on the Warrior 
football field. 

Each participant should 
provide all football practice 
equipment, including mouth- 
piece. 

A $10 fee will be assessed 
each player to help with cost 
of insurance. 

For more information or 
to pre-register, contact Derek 
Pouncey, assistant football 


Education Building, where coach, 601-635-6244 or 601- 

drills will be held to determine 917-8340. 

each player’s athletic skills. His e-mail address is 

Full-contact drills will be y(@eccc.edu. 
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FREDERICK MARQUISE PARKS SIGNS WITH EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE: On 
February 3rd , Frederick Marquise Parks, a senior at Morton High School, signed a National Letter 
of Intent with East Central Community College to play football, He is pictured with his parents, left 


to right, Jerry Boyd and Melzeia Boyd, and standing, left to right. MHS Head Coach David Parker 
and MHS Assistant Principal Clay Purvis. 
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‘Newton High School Tiger seniors, along with members of their families, schoo! administrators and 
coaches, sat together Wednesday to sign letters of intent that will allow them to continue playing football 
while furthering their education. Linebacker Timothy Williams, seated, left) inked with the East Central 
‘ommunity College Warriors while three of his teammates made the choice to swap the Tiger Blue of 
Newton for the Tiger Blue of Stillman College in Tuscaloosa, Ala. Seated second from left are linebacker 
Eric Brown, running back Frank Norman and offensive tackle Drexler Jones. 








Photo by Jack Tannekill 
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EMILIO WARNSLEY SIGNS WITH EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE: On February 
3rd , Emilio Warnsley, a senior at Morton High School, signed a National Letter of Intent with East 
Central Community College to play football., He is pictured with his parents, left to right, Gail 


Warnsley and Kennedy Warnsley, and standing, left to mght. MHS Head Coach David Parker and 
MHS Assistant Principal Clay Purvis. 
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DEONTE’ HARPER SIGNS WITH EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE: On Feb- 


ruary 3rd _, Deonte’ Harper, a senior at Morton High School, signed a National Letter of 
Intent with East Central Community College to play football... He is pictured with his par- 
ents, left to right, Charlene McCoy and Jeff Harper, and standing, left to right, MHS Head 
Coach David Parker and MHS Assistant Prineipal Clay Purvis. 
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EC picked last 


Second-year East Cen- 
tral head coach Brian 
Anderson and the War- 
riors have their work cut 
out for them if the 
National Junior College 
Athletic Association’s pre- 
season rankings are on 
point. : 
The NJCAA’s predic- 
tions, made by its Foot- 
ball Panel Directors, pla 
the Warriors at the bot. 
,tom of its seven-team 
(‘South Division, but 
Anderson, whose first 


year at the helm of the 
program saw the Warriors 
finish 2-7, said he was 
hopeful for better things 
this season in a recent 
press release issued by 
the school. 

“We had a very good 
spring and feel like we 
have a nucleus to build 
around,” he said. “I’m 
very pleased with our 
recruiting class and what 
these guys bring to the 
program, 

“We look forward to 


WEEK OF | 


in South 


beginning practice on 
Aug. 10 and have great 
expectations for the 
upcoming season.” 
Anderson, who also 
serves as offensivt coordi- 
nator, said the Warrior 
offense will once again 
feature a “spread” attack 
with multiple sets. , 
“We're going to be 
aggressive...wide 
open...and will have more 
playmakers on offense 
which means we should 
be able to execute more 





Division by NJCAA 


big plays this year,” said 
Anderson. 

But the key to a suc- 
cessful offense obviously 
falls with the quarter- 
back, which EC must find 
prior to the season opener 
as Emmanuel Taylor, the 
Warrior signal caller the 
past two seasons, is con- 
tinuing his career at the 
University of Alabama- 
Birmingham. 

The Warriors will open 
the 2010 season at oe 
against Northeast 

APPEAREL munity College on Thurs- 


The complete pre-sea- 


son rankings for the 
South Division are: 

1.) Mississippi Gulf 
Coast; 2.) Pearl River 


(18th nationally); 3.) 
Jones County (19th 
nationally); 4.) Copiah- 
Lincoln; 5.) Hinds; 6.) 
Southwest Mississippi: 7.) 
East Central. 


No. 5 in the country while 
East Mississippi followed 
at No. 7. Both are picked 
to win their respective 





Blinn College in 
Kansas, the defending 
national champion, will 
begin the season ranked 
number one. 

The Blinn Buccaneers 
are followed by Arizona 
Western College; Fort 
Seott Community College 
pf Kansas, which Blinn 
defeated last season in 
the NJCAA title game, 
and Navarro College of 
Texas. 

The weekly NJCAA" 
Top 20 Poll will be 
released each Tuesday 


day, Sept. 2. divisions. during the season. 
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Anderson eyes to improve ECCC 


By Daniel Rigdon 
dri idon@the meridianstar.com 





JACKSON — East Central Community 
College football coach Brian Anderson is 
entering his first season as the official 
head man of the Warriors program. 
Anderson, who acted as the interim head 
coach for the entire 2009 season, believes 
that the pressure is off now that the 
interim title Bag been shed and leoks for- 


ward to in -ECCC’s football pro- 
gram, whic fini shed 2-7 for the 2009 
season. 


“It feels much better now,” said 
Anderson of being named the head coach. 
“| didn't quite realise the pressure of what 
comes with an interim title and all that it 


would entail. It's time for us now to move - 


on and do what we want to do asa staff 
and as ateam.” 


Although the Warriors return several | 


key players on the offensive side of the 
ball, the success to Anderson's big-play 
spread offense begins at the quarterback 
position. This is of main concern to East 
Central's staff as it lost star quarterback 
Emmanuel Taylor as he moved on to con- 
tinue his football career at UAB. 


Jarvis Cole 


EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
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Relieving the pressure 


After shedding interim coach tag, 


WARRIORS AT A Cece 


2009 record: 2-7 

2009 finish: Lost 30-27 in 
overtime to Pearl River in 
regular season finale | 
Head coach: Brian Anderson } 
(first year) 

Assistant coaches: Blake 
Frazier, Kyle Watson, Fred 
Lyons, Derek Pouncey, Keith 
Houston, Randy Brunson, 


League: MACJC South 

Top Returnees: Radarious Owens, WR; Fred 
Smith, OL; .Gabe Loper, DB; inci Wilson, LB; 
Alaric Kearns, OL. 


2010 schedule ~ 


Sept. 2 Northeast Mississippi 
Sept, 9 at Northwest Mississippi 
Sept. 16 Itawamba 
‘Sept. 23 . at Pearl River 
Oct. 2 Hinds 
Oct. 7 at Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Oct. 14 Jones County 
Oct.21 at Copiah-Lincoln 
et OR Southwest Mississippi 
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Paula Merritt/The Meridian Star 
East Central Community College wide receiver Racdarious Owens, a former Quitman star. 
leaps over the defense last season. 
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East Central 

Community College f 
wide receiver Fabian \ 
Johnson looks to fi. 
avoid the Pearl River [jigs 
Community College é 
defense last season. fi 





Two other Warriors to be on the look 
out for are former Philadelphia High 
star Brandon Willis and sophomore 
wide out Walter Grayson from 
Tuscaloosa County High School in 
Alabama. Willis, a 200-pound running 
back, has 4.4 speed and rushed for 
more than 2,000 yards last year for the 
Tornadoes, > — 

ECCC’s defense will look to be very 
aggressive in 2010 as they have imple- 
mented a new defensive scheme under 








eleciies cnodtinlaiae Blake ibicdte 

“We're going to fly around the field 
and swarm the football,” said Anderson 
of his defense. “Our players are doing « a 
great job of learning the new defense.” 

Two key leaders on the defense will 
be former Newton County star Gabe 
Loper and Khalid Wilson of Wilson 
(La.) Academy. Anderson believes they 
will need to lean heavily on those two. 

“Both of those guys have Division | 
offers right now,” noted Anderson. “It 
all starts with them and they provide a 
lot of leadership and are great kids. We 
will need to lean on them throughout 
the season.” 
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“We're going to be aggres- 
sive...wide open...and will 
have more playmakers on 
offense which means we 
should be able to execute 
more big plays this year,” 
said Anderson. 

But the key to a successful 
offense obviously falls with 
the quarterback, which EC 
must find prior to the season 
opener with Northeast Mis- 
sissippi Community College 
Thursday, Sept. 2, in Decatur. 
Emmanuel Taylor, the War- 
rior signal caller the past two 
seasons, 1s continuing his 
career at the University of 
Alabama-Birmingham. 

Taylor and the EC offense 
was ranked third overall]! in 
the state and ninth in the 
nation by amassing 3,813 
yards, a 423-yard average per 
contest. 

Anderson knows replacing 
Taylor will not be easy, but he 
has confidence in several 
incoming players who are 
vying for the quarterback 
position. 

“Blake Matherne (5-9, 
180), who was Louisiana’s 
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‘Mr. Football’ two years ago, 
accounted for 50 touchdowns 
as a high school senior and is 
a tremendous athlete, as is 
Dustin Land (6’, 215) of Mil- 
ton (Fla.) High School, who 
originally signed with Iowa 
State. They both have 
tremendous speed and pos- 
sess great skills, which is 
what you have to have in the 
quarterback position. We are 
excited about both those 
guys, said Anderson. 
Anderson said he is also 
impressed with several fresh- 
man linemen expected to bat- 
tle for starting roles, includ- 
ing Cottrell Miller, a 6-7, 295- 
pound right tackle and Tate 
Rogers, a 6-1, 280-pound 
offensive lineman, both from 
Louisville; McKenzie Lee, a 
6-4, 325-pound left tackle 
from Nanih Waiya; and 
Andre Lucious, a 6’, 310- 
pound offensive guard from 
Tuscaloosa (Ala.) County. 
Defensively, Anderson 
said the Warriors will be 
*faesteri.MmMeore 
aggressive...and will apply 
more pressure” during each 


y 
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play this fall. 

“We're going to fly around, 
move around and swarm the 
football,” said Anderson, who 
has turned the defense over 
to Blake Frazier, a former 
defensive coordinator at 
Northwest Mississippi Com- 
munity College in Senatobia. 

“Our players did a great 
job learning our new defen- 
sive philosophy and working 
with Coach Frazier,” he said. 
“I’m really excited about our 
defense.” 

Top defensive returnees 
include cornerback Gabe 
Loper (6-3; 195), a product of 
Newton County High School, 
defensive lineman Khalid 
Wilson (6-1, 315) of Wilson 
Academy in New Orleans and 
linebacker DeMarcus Lewis 
(5-11, 185) of Quitman. 

Anderson said Loper and 
Wilson are receiving a lot of 
attention on the Division I 
level. 

“Gabe will be one of our 
defensive leaders this fal] 
and we expect great things 
from him. He will probably 
sign with a Southeastern 


from 25 


and punting responsibilities 


will probably be handled by OBA DEMOCRAT 


freshman Jason Leris (5-11, 


165) of Moss Point. 


In addition to Blake Fra- 


(),, j i | 
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Conference team,” Anderson 
said. “Wilson will be one of 
the better interior linemen 
this year and was a top 12 
tackler in the league last 
year as a freshman (42 tack- 
les and 12 assists). Demarcus 
is a third-year player...and is 
referred to as the ‘old man’ on 
the team. He is also a quality 
player.” 

Anderson said the kicking 


T COUNTY TIMES 
zier, other members of Ander- COUNTY JOURNAL 


son's staff include Kyle Wat- » | | 
son, Fredrick — Derek iciieanine 
Pouncey, Keith Houston and 
Randy Brunson. 

ECCC kicks off the season 
Sept. 2 against Northeast. 
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ECCC Warriors to be ‘more 


From press reports 


The 2009 campaign was 


- somewhat of a “whirlwind” 


for then “interim” East Cen- 
- tral 


Community College 
head coach Brian Anderson, 
who was tapped to guide the 
Warrior football program 
just a few weeks prior to the 
season opener. 

Anderson, who had joined 
the ECCC staff in 2008 as 
offensive coordinator, said 
being named head coach 
was “a blessing.” despite the 
unusual circumstances. 

“When things happen like 
they did last year, you just do 
the best you can,” said the 
former Mississippi State Uni- 
versity football standout and 
Prattville, Ala., native. “Last 
year we really did not have 
time to put things in place 
and do the things we wanted 
to do. We felt we were 
behind in recruiting and 
were always trying to catch 
up.” 

Anderson, whose Warriors 
went 2-7 in 2009 with three 
of the losses by a total five 
points, said he feels “much 
better” about the upcoming 
season, even though the 





ECCC Warrior makes the play. 


Some of the top offensive 
returnees include wide 
receivers Radarius Owens (5- 
10, 180) of Quitman and Wal- 
ter Grayson (6-6, 200) of 
Tuscaloosa (Ala.) County 
High School; center Lester 
Jackson (5-10, 260) of 
Tuscaloosa (Ala.) Central; left 
guard Fred Smith (6-1, 280), a 
product of Newton County 
High School; and right guard 
Alaric Keams (6-3, 280) of 
Choctaw Central. 

Owens, whom Anderson 
refers to as “Mr. Consistent, 


was among the league’s top 
receivers in 2009 with 37 


tion and former standout at 
Early County High School in 
Blakely, Ga., was ranked third 
nationally in total yards per 


game, completing 154 of 277 


pass attempts for 2,241 yards 
and 15 touchdowns, and 
rushing for 627 yards on 98 
carries, a 6.4-yard average 


Taylor and the EC offense 
was ranked third overall in 
the state and ninth in the 
nation by amassing 3,813 
yards, a 423-yard average per 
contest. 

Anderson knows replac- 
ing Taylor will not be easy, 


both have tremendous speed 
and possess great skills, 
which is what you have to 
have in the quarterback posi- 
tion. We are excited abotn 
both those guys,” said Ander- 


| SON, 


Anderson said he is also 


| impressed with several fresh- 


man linemen expected to 
battle for starting roles, 
including Cottrell Miller, a 6- 
7, 295-pound right tackle 
and Tate Rogers, a 6-1, 280- 
pound offensive lineman, 
both from Louisville; McKen- 
zie Lee, a 6-4, 325-pound left 
tackle from Nanih Waiya; and 
Andre Lucious, a 6’, 310- 
pound offensive guard from 
Tuscaloosa (Ala.) County, 

Defensively, Anderson said 
the Warriors will be 
“faster..more 
ageressive...and will apply 
more pressure” during each 
play this fall. 

“We're going to fly 
around, move around and 
swarm the football,” said 
Anderson, who has turned 
the defense over to Blake 
Frazier, a former defensive 
coordinator at Northwest 
Mississippi Community Col 
lege in Senatobia. 





“Our players did a great 
job learning our new defen- 
sive philosophy and work- 
ing with Coach Frazier,” he 
said. “I'm really excited 
about our defense.” 

Top defensive returnees 
include cornerback Gabe 
Loper (6-3, 195), a product 
of Newton County High 
School, defensive lineman 
Khalid Wilson (6-1, 315) of 
Wilson Academy in New 
Orleans and linebacker 
DeMarcus Lewis (5-11, 185) 
of Quitman. 

Anderson said Loper and 
Wilson are receiving a lot of 
attention on the Division | 
level. | 

“Gabe will be one of our 
defensive leaders this fall 
and we expect great things 
from him. He will probably 
sign with a Southeastern 
Conference team,” Anderson 
said. “Wilson will be one of 
the better interior linemen 
this year and was a top 12 
tackler in the league last 
year as a freshman (42 tack- 
les and 12 assists), Demarcus 
is a third-year player. .and is 
referred to as the ‘old man’ 
on the team. He is also a 


quality player” 
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Anderson said the kicking 
and punting responsibilities 
will probably be handled by 
freshman Jason Loris (5-11, 
165) of Moss Point. 

“Jason. had a tremendous 
tryout earlier this year dur- 
ing inclement weather con- 
ditions,” Anderson comment- 
ed.“He connected on two of 
three field goals from 50 
in 30-degree 
weather against a stiff wind. 
He is also a very consistent 
kicker. 

Anderson said returnee 
Fabian Johnson (5°10, 180) 
of Coahoma County High 
School may also be called on 
to punt along with freshman 
Zach Pendelton (6-3, 185) of 
Forest Hill. Johnson can also 
play several skill positions 
and Pendelton is expected 
to see action at wide receiv- 
er. 

In addition to Blake Fra- 
zier, other members of 
Anderson's staff include 
Kyle Watson, Fredrick Lyons, 
Derek Pouncey, Keith Hous- 
ton and Randy Brunson. 

Kickoff for East Central's 
east Mississippi is set for 
6:30 p.m. at Bailey Stadium. 
or 
LU 
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team includes just 15 
returnees. 

“We had a very good 
spring and feel like we have 
1 nucleus to build around,” 
we said. “I'm very pleased 
with our recruiting class and 
what these guys bring to the 
program. We look forward to 
beginning practice Aug. 10 
and have great expectations 
for the upcoming season.” 

Although Anderson has 
high praise for the returning 
Warriors, he’s not sure how 
many will actually start. 

“There are very few guys 
on our team that know 
exactly where they stand 
and where their position 
is...and that's a good thing. 
You've got ta have competi- 
tion...players don't need to 
think that they've got the 
team made or their position 
made...they will obviously 
not work as hard otherwise,” 


receptions for 494 yards and 
two touchdowns. 

Anderson, who also serves 
as offensive coordinator. said 
the Warrior offense will once 
again feature a “spread” 
attack with multiple sets. 

“We're going to be aggres- 
Sive,..wide open...and will 
have more playmakers on 
offense which means we 
should be able to execute 
Anderson. 


But the key to a successful 
offense obviously falls with 
the quarterback, which EC 
must find prior to the season 
opener with Northeast Mis- 
sissippi Community College 
Thursday, Sept. 2 in Decatur. 
Emmanuel Taylor, the Warrior 
sons, is continuing his career 
at the University of Alabama- 


Taylor (5-10, 180), a two- 
time MACJC All-State selec- 


but he has confidence in sev- 
eral incoming players who 
are vying for the quarterback 
position. 

“Blake Matherne (5-9, 
180), who was Louisiana's 
‘Mr. Football’ two years ago, 
accounted for 50 touch- 
downs as a high school 
senior and is a tremendous 
athlete, as is Dustin Land (6’, 
215) of Milton (Fla.) High 
School, who iginally 
signed with lowa State. They 
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ina Warrior Football Team --- Members of the 2010 East Central Community College football team and their respective high schools include (first row, from left) 
quarterback (1) Blake Matherne, Belle Chasse, Boothville, LA; wide receiver (2) Fabian Johnson, Coahoma County, Clarks ale; running back (3) Caleb Porzell, Our 
ae of Good Counsel, Silver Springs, MD; wide receivers (4) Corey Collier and (5) Walter Grayson, both of Tuscaloosa (AL) County; defensive back (6) Gabe Loper, 
Newton County; wide receiver (7) Reginald Hall, Neville, Monroe, LA; linebacker (8) Duane Bilbro, Morton; punter/kicker (9) Jason Loris, Moss Point; wide receiver 
(10) Radarius Owens, Quitman; and linebacker (11) Demarcus Lewis, Quitman; (second row, from left) defensive back (12) Georgio Grace, Philadelphia; quarterback 
(14) Dustin Land, Milton HS, FL; linebacker (15) Julian Riddle, Philadelphia; wide receiver (16) Deonte Harper, Morton; defensive back (18) Nick Maybell, Simmons 
HS, Hollandale; wide receiver (19) Zachary Pendleton, Forest Hill; defensive back (21) Korey Brown,,Berkeley HS, Moncks Comer, SC; running back (22) Roderick 
Hawkins, Union; and linebackers (23) Eddie Terry of Pascagoula and (24) Bobby Thigpen, Forest; (third row, from left) defensive back (25) Jimmy Broomfield, Scott 
Central; defensive back (28) Montrae Smith, South Jones; linebacker (30) Chris McCarty, Raleigh; running back (32) Brandon Willis, Philadelphia; defensive lineman (35) 
Emilio Warnsley, Morton; defensive back (36) Dominique Strong, Scott Central; defensive end (38) Frankie Gale, West Lauderdale: defensive back (39) Savante 
Alexander, Simmons HS, Hollandale; running back (40) Dennis Lewis, West Lauderdale; and running back (42) Darius Wren, West Lauderdale; defensive back (43) Tyler 
Robinson, Newton County; (fourth row, from left) linebacker (44) Rufus Williams, Astronaut HS, Mims, FL; linebacker (45) Chris Ficklin, Scott Central; linebacker (47) 
James Loper, Lake; linebacker (48) Eric Brown, Newton; offensive lineman (51) Prestan Caldwell, Harrison Central; offensive lineman (52) Tate Rogers, Louisville; 
offensive lineman (53) Lester Jackson, Tuscaloosa Central; linebacker (54) Daniel Holt, Northside (AL); offensive lineman (62) Justin Kilpatrick, Neshoba Central; and 
offensive lineman (64) Marquese Parks, Morton; (fifth row, from left) offensive lineman (65) Brandon Fedrick, Neshoba Central; offensive lineman (66) Mackenzie Lee, 
Nanih Watya; offensive lineman (70) Andre Lucious, Tucaloosa County; offensive lineman (71) Alaric Keams, Choctaw Central; defensive lineman (72) Khalid Wilson, OP 
Walker HS, New Orleans; offensive lineman (73) Cottrell Miller, Louisville; offensive lineman (74) Fred Smith, Newton County; defensive lineman (75) Jeremy Finley, 
Meridian; tight end (80) Nick Boykin, Sebastopol; wide receiver (81) Terrance Taylor, Morton; and defensive end (83) Marcus Arrington, Bay Springs; (sixth row, from 
left) linebacker (90) Jeffery Wilson, Lake; defensive lineman (94) Montego May, Thomastown; defensive end (95) Timothy Williams, Newton; defensive lineman (96) 
LaCurtis Walton, Carthage; defensive lineman (97) Lavert Smith, Noxubee County; defensive lineman (98) Kalvin Smith, Newton; and managers Payton Pierce, Leake 
Academy; Jason Goodin, Neshoba Central; Chris Gannan, Leake Academy; Kerry King, Nanih Waiya and T.J. Kilgore, Neshoba Central; and (top row, from left) 
coaches K yle Watson (offensive line/special teams), Fred Lyons (defensive line), Blake Frazier (defensive coordinator), Brian Anderson (head coach/offensive coordina- 
tor), Keith Houston (defensive backs), Randy Brunson (defensive ends), Derek Pouncey (wide receivers) and Jarvis Cole (defensive coach intern). Not pictured are wide 
receivers Kasey Akins of Starkville High School and Kahlon Logan of Choctaw Central; defensive end LaDerrick Vaughn, a product of Masassas High School in 
Memphis, and managers Michael Lee and Justin Bates, both of Nanih Waiya. (EC Photo) 





The 2009 campaign 
was somewhat of a “whirl- 
wind” for then “interim” East 
Central Community College 
head coach Brian Anderson, 
who was tapped to guide the 
Warrior footbal! program just 
a few weeks prior to the sea- 
son opener. 

Anderson, who had 
joined the ECCC staff in 2008 
as offensive coordinator, said 
being named head coach was 
“a blessing,” despite the un- 
usual circumstances. 

“When things hap- 
pen like they did last year, you 
just do the best you can,” said 
the former Mississippi State 
University football standout 
and Prattville, Ala., native. 
“Last year we really did not 
have time to put things in 
place and do the things we 
wanted to do. We felt we were 
behind in recruiting and were 
always trying to catch up.” 

' Anderson, whose 
Warriors went 2-7 in 2009 with 
three of the losses by a total 
five points, said he feels 
“much better” about the up- 
coming season, even though 
the team includes just 15 re- 
turnees. 

“We had a very 
good spring and feel like we 
have a nucleus to build 
around,” he said. “I’m very 
pleased with our recruiting 
class and what these guys 
bring to the program. We look 
forward to beginning practice 
Aug. 10 and have great expec- 
tations for the upcoming sea- 
son.” 

Although Anderson 
has high praise for the return- 


ing Warriors, he’s not sure 
how many will actually start. 

“There are very few 
guys on our team that know 
exactly where they stand and 
where their position is...and 
that’s a good thing. You've 
got to have 
competition,..players don’t 
need to think that they’ve got 
the team made or their posi- 
tion made...they will obvi- 
ously not work as hard other- 
wise,” Anderson said. 

Some of the top of- 
fensive returnees include 
wide receivers Radarius 
Owens (5-10, 180) of Quitman 
and Walter Grayson (6-6, 200) 
of Tuscaloosa (Ala.) County 
High School; center Lester 
Jackson (5-10, 260) of 
Tuscaloosa (Ala.) Central; left 
guard Fred Smith (6-1, 280), a 
product of Newton County 
High School; and right guard 
Alaric Keams (6-3, 280) of 
Choctaw Central. 

Owens, whom 
Anderson refers to as “Mr. 
Consistent,” was among the 
league’s top receivers in 2009 
with 37- receptions for 494 
yards and two touchdowns. 

Anderson, who also 
serves as offensive coordina- 
tor, said the Warrior offense 
will once again feature a 
“spread” attack with multiple 
sets, 

“We're going to be 
agegressive...wide open. ..and 
will have more playmakers on 
offense which means we 
should be able to execute 
more big plays this year,” said 
Anderson. 

But the key to a suc- 


cessful offense obviously 
falls with the quarterback, 
which EC must find prior to 
the season opener with North- 
east Mississippi Community 
College Thursday, Sept. 2 in 
Decatur. Emmanuel Taylor, the 
Warrior signal caller the past 
two seasons, is continuing 
his career at the University of 
Alabama-Birmingham. 

Taylor (5-10, 180), a 
two-time MACIJC All-State se- 
lection and former standout 
at Early County High School 
in Blakely, Ga., was ranked 
third nationally in total yards 
per game, completing 154 of 
277 pass attempts for 2,241 
yards and 15 touchdowns, 
and rushing for 627 yards on 
98 carries, a 6.4~yard average 
per carry. 

Taylor and the EC 
offense was ranked third over- 
all in the state and ninth in 
the nation by amassing 3,813 

yards, a 423-yard average per 
contest. 

Anderson knows re- 
placing Taylor will not be 
easy, but he has confidence 
in several incoming players 
who are vying for the quar- 
terback position. 

“Blake Matherne (5- 
9, 180), who was Louisiana's 
‘Mr. Football’ two years ago, 
accounted for 50 touch- 
downs as a high school se- 
nior and is a tremendous ath- 
lete, as is Dustin Land (6’, 
215) of Milton (Fla.) High 
School, who originally signed 
with Iowa State. They both 
have tremendous speed and 
possess great skills, which is 
what you have to have in the 


quarterback position. We are 
excited about both those 
guys,” said Anderson. 

Anderson said he is 
also impressed with several 
freshman linemen expected to 
battle for starting roles, in- 
cluding Cottrell Miller, a 6-7, 
295-pound right tackle and 
Tate Rogers, a 6-1, 280-pound 
offensive lineman, both from 
Louisville; McKenzie Lee, a 
6-4, 325-pound left tackle from 
Nanith Waiya; and Andre 
Lucious, a 6’, 310-pound of- 
fensive guard from 
Tuscaloosa (Ala.) County. 

Defensively, Ander- 
son said the Warriors will be 
“fasten..more 
aggressive...and will apply 
more pressure” during each 
play this fall. 

“We’re going to fly 
around, move around and 
swarm the football,” said 
Anderson, who has turned 
the defense over to Blake 
Frazier, a former defensive 
coordinator at Northwest 
Mississippi Community Col- 
lege in Senatobia, 

“Our players did a 
great job learning our new de- 
fensive philosophy and work- 
ing with Coach Frazier,” he 
said. “I’m really excited about 
our defense.” 

Top defensive re- 
turnees include cornerback 
Gabe Loper (6-3, 195), a prod- 
uct of Newton County High 
School, defensive lineman 
Khalid Wilson (6-1, 315) of 
Wilson Academy in New Or- 
leans and _ linebacker 
DeMarcus Lewis (5-11, 185) 
of Quitman. 


Anderson said 
Loper and Wilson are receiv- 
ing a lot of attention on the 
Division I level. 

“Gabe will be one of 
our defensive leaders this fall 
and we expect great things 
from him. He will probably 
sign with a Southeastern Con- 
ference team,” Anderson 
said. “Wilson will be one of 
the better interior linemen this 
year and was a top 12 tackler 
in the league last year as a 
freshman (42 tackles and 12 
assists). Demarcus is a third- 
year player...and is referred 
to as the ‘old man’ on the 
team. He is also a quality 
player.” 

Anderson said the kicking 
and punting responsibilities 
will probably be handled by 
freshman Jason Loris (5-11, 
165) of Moss Point. 

“Jason had a tremendous try- 
out earlier this year during in- 
clement weather conditions,” 


Anderson commented. “He 
connected on two of three 
field goals from 50 yards out 
in 30-degree weather against 
a stiff wind. He is also a very 
consistent kicker. 

Anderson said re- 
turnee Fabian Johnson (5-10, 
180) of Coahoma County High 
School may also be called on 
to punt along with freshman 
Zach Pendelton (6-3, 185) of 
Forest Hill. Johnson can also 
play several skill positions 
and Pendelton is expected to 
see action at wide receiver. 

In addition to Blake 
Frazier, other members of 
Anderson’s staff include Kyle 
‘Watson, Fredrick Lyons, 
Derek Pouncey, Keith Hous- 
ton and Randy Brunson. 

Kickoff for East 
Central's season opener with 
Northeast Mississippi is set 
for 6:30 p.m. at Bailey Sta- 
dium. 


The only thing that 
stands between a 
person and what they 
want in life 
are the will to try it 
and the faith to 


believe it's 


possible! 








JUCO FOOTBALL | ECCC 


Warriors - 


look for third 
straight over 
Northeast 


from school reports 


East Central Community Col- 
lege’s Warriors will be seeking 
a third-straight vii over 


Northeast 
Mississippi 
Community 


- College when 


the 2010 
season gets 
under way | 
Thursday, 


Sept. 2 on the 


Decatur 
campus. 
The War- 





NE Miss. 

at ECCC 
630 p.m. 

Bailey Stadium 


ECCC from 





- cba of pst ge 


riors rallied 
from a 28-14 
deficit late in 
the third 
quarter to 
claim a stun- 
ning 34-28 





-homecoming victory in over- 


time for interim head coach 
Brian Anderson in 2009. The 


_ grevious year EC rolled 38-7 


and spoiled the Tigers’ home- 
coming on the Booneville 
campus. Anderson was in his 







_ Grst year on the EC staff, 


serving 2s offensive coordinator 
wader bead coach Steve 
Chesthe= 


the. 2008 season and had a 
much, much different team in 
2009. The lost a lot of sopho- 
mores to Division I schools last 
year, and I know they will 

reload just like they did the year 
before and really come at us. It 
should be a great game.” 

In looking toward the season 
opener, Anderson said he really 
does not know what to expect 
from the Tigers, who are picked 
to finish near the bottom of the 
MACJC North Division after fin- 
ishing 2-7 last season, the same 


“All we can really control is 
East Central,” said Anderson, 
whose squad i is predicted to 
finish near the bottom of the 
MACIJC South Division. “I antic- 
ipate that we will play hard and 
play well....and that is our pri- 
mary focus.” 

After several weeks of pre- 
season practice, Anderson said 
the Warriors are ready to suit 
up against an opponent, instead 
of teammates. 
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“| think the attitude of our _ 
players overall has been really 
good...they seem hungrier and 
more motivated.. .which means 
as coaches we don’t have to 
spend time coaching ‘effort’ and 
can concentrate more on bong 
preparations, he said. “ | 
the point now where we are tied 
of practicing against each other. 
To really learn more about our 
football team we — to play 
against somebody else 

ECCC will get that chance 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. Thursday 
at Warrior Stadium. 
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_ Paula Merritt/The Meridian Star 
East Central Community College's Reggie Hall finds some running room on a kickoff return Thursday 
night against Northeast Mississippi Community College at Bailey Stadium. 


Own worst enemy 


ECCC loses four fumbles in 


blowout loss to Northeast 


By Marty Stamper 
Special to the Star 


DECATUR — A year ago, the East Central 
Community College Warriors 
rallied from a two-touchdown 
deficit to defeat Northeast Mis- 
sissippi Community College 
and win their homecoming 
game. 

in a s rematch, the 


lead. as i eenended4 ther 
advantage to four touchdowns 
in a 34-6 win, 

“They've got a few really 
good players, but the bottom 
line is we didn’t control us,” 
said ECCC head coach Brian 
Anderson. “We didn’t handle 
us. We didn’t execute offen- 
sively. We didn’t protect the ball 
on special teams. We didn’t pro- 
tect the ball offensively. We had 
turnovers in our hands defensively and didn’t 
take them. We just didn’t play well at all. 
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ECCC from page BI 


young, immature football 
team. We went out there 
and didn't make things 
happen. We waited on other 
people to do things. “Every- 
body in this ip has 
pa Ifyou on'’t play 
you're going to have a 

hard time.” 

Northeast took a 7-0 lead 


on a 12-yard pass from Clint » 


Wilson to Josh Jarboe just 
pe ond the goal line with 

6:20 to go in the first 
quarter. Wilson and Jarboe 
hooked up on another 12- 
yard scoring toss in the left 
corner of the end zone with 
2:01 remaining in the 
ie period for a 14-0 

advantage. 

By halftime, Wilson was 
16-0f-28 passing for 277 
yards with Jarboe having 
five receptions for 97 yards. 

“There’s not a better . 
receiver in this state (than 
Jarboe) and if you give any 

uarterback the time that 
(Wilson) had, it’s going to 
be a long night,” Anderson 
said. — 

ECCC closed to within 
14-6 on a 24-yard pass from 
Blake Matherne to Walter 
Grayson with 12:45 left in 
the second quarter. The 
Warriors’ scoring drive cov- 


ered 57 yards in seven 
plays. Jason Loris missed 
the PAT however, and the 
Warriors would not score 
again. 

The Tigers answered on 
their next possession, cov- 
ering 59 yards in five plays 
with Wilson finding 
Johnathan Johnson on a 9- 
yard touchdown pass with 
10:30 to go in the half. The 
drive’s big gain was a 39- 
yard pass from Wilson to 
Jarboe. | 

Northeast drove 58 yards 
in five plays and extended 
its lead to 28-6 when Wilson 
found Dante Barksdale open 
over the middle with 54 sec- 
onds left in the half. 

Although neither team 
scored in the third quarter, 
the Warriors threatened late 
in the period as they drove 
to the Northeast 16, but 
Matherne fumbled with 
Northeast's Johnathan 
Bates returning the ball 72 
yards to the ECCC 6. ECCC 


fumbled the ball five times 


with the Tigers recovering 
four of the Warriors' mis- 
cues. 

Jamarcus Goodloe 
scored on the next play to 
put Northeast up 34-6 with 
11:04 left in the game. 

ECCC travels to Sena- 
tobia next Thursday to take 
on Northwest Mis¢ ssippi. 
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Paula Marritt/The Meridian Star 
East Central Community College's lerrance Taylor tries to turn upfield after a. 
pass reception against Northeast Mississippi Community College on Thursday 
night at Bailey Stadium. 
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ECCC opens season Thursday with NE 


East Central Community College’s 
Warriors will be seeking a third-straight 
victory over Northeast som 
Mississippi Community pool 
College when the 2010 ~~ 
season gets under way - 

Thursday on the Decatur campus. 

The Warriors rallied from a 28-14 

deficit late in the third quarter to claim 


a stunning 34-28 homecoming victory 
in overtime for interim head coach 
Brian Anderson in 2009. The previous 
year EC rolled 38-7 and spoiled the 
Tigers’ homecoming on the Booneville 
campus. 

Anderson, who officially became 


Tigers to have a little revenge on their 
minds. 

“We were very fortunate to win last 
year’s game very fortunate,” 
Anderson said of the comeback win. 
“Northeast did a gréat job of recruiting 
after the 2008 season and had a much, 
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ECCC... 
much different team in 
2009. They lost a lot of soph- 
omores to Division | schools 
will reload just like they did 
the year before and really 
come at us. It should be a 
great game.” 

In looking toward the sea- 
son opener, Anderson said he 
really does not know what to 
expect from the Tigers, who 
are picked to finish near the 
bottom of the MACJC North 
Division after finishing 2-7 
last season, the same record 


as EC, 
_ “All we can really control 
is East Central.” — said 


dicted to finish near the bot- 
tom of the MACIC South 
Division. “I anticipate that we 
and that is our primary focus.” 

After several weeks of pre- 
season practice, Anderson 
said the Warriors are ready to 
suit up against an opponent, 
instead of teammates. 

“I think the attitude of our 
players overall has been real- 
ly good ... they seem hungri- 
er and more motivated .., 
which means as coaches we 
don’t have to spend time 
coaching ‘effort’ and can 
concentrate. more on ¢ 
preparations, he said. | 

Kickoff is set for 6:30 
p.m. at Warrior Stadium, 





NEWTON COUNTY APPEAL —“ 


SPIRIT OF MORTON 
MERIDIAN STAR 


ECCC’s head football coach following Continued on 5B... 
the 2009 campaign, said he expects the See ECCC... 
Anderson, whose squad is pre- 
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product of Scott Central 


ECCC PHOTO 
These former Scott County football standouts are members of the 2010 East Central Commu- 
nity College Warrior squad. Kneeling from left are defensive back (36) Dominique Strong, a 


High School; defensive lineman (35) Emilio Warnsley, Morton; 


defensive back (25) Jimmy Broomfield, Scott Central; linebacker (24) Bobby Thigpen, Forest; 

and wide receiver (16) Deonte Harper and linebacker (8) Duane Bilbro, both of Morton. 
from left are linebacker (90) Jeffrey Wilson, Lake; wide receiver (81) Terrance Tay- 

lor, ‘Morton; tight end (80) Nick Boykin, Sebastopol; offensive lineman (64) Marquese Parks, 

Morton; and linebackers (47) James Loper of Lake and (45) Chris Ficklin of Scott Central. The 

ECCC football program is led by head coach Brian Anderson. 

Staff members are Blake Frazier, Kyle Watson, Fred Lyons, 

Derek Pouncey, Keith Houston, Randy Brunson and Jarvis Cole. 
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ECCC Drops 
Season Opener to 


Northeast, 34-6 


A third-straight win 
over Northeast Mississippi 
Community College was not 
to be for East Central Commu- 
nity College’s Warriors who 
were thumped 34-6 by the Ti- 
gers Thursday night before 
an overflow crowd at Bailey 
Stadium on the Decatur cam- 
pus. 

East Central, which 
trailed 28-6 at halftime, could 
not muster enough offense to 
mount a come-back in the sea- 
son opener for both squads, 
unlike last season when the 
Warriors overcame a late two- 
touchdown deficit in posting 
a 34-28 homecoming win in 
overtime. 

Brian Anderson, 
whose “interim” title as War- 
rior head football coach was 
removed following the 2009 
campaign, was obviously 
disappointed in his team’s 
performance. 

“They’ve (North- 
east) got a few really good 
players, but the bottom line 
is we didn’t control us,” 
Anderson said in a post- 
game interview. “We didn’t 
handle us. We didn’t execute 
offensively. We had turn- 
overs in our hands defen- 





league has players. If you 


don’t play well, you’re going 
to have a hard time.” 

Northeast’s offense 
moved at will in the early go- 
ing against the Warriors in 
building a 14-0, first-quarter 
lead and a 22-point advantage 
at the break. 

Quarterback Clint 
Wilson, a 5-10, 200-pound 
sophomore from Olive 
Branch, led the Northeast of- 
fense by completing 16 of 28 
passes for 277 yards and four 
scores in the first half. Wil- 
son and Josh Jarboe, a 6-3, 
200-pound sophomore wide 
receiver from Atlanta, Ga., 
connected on the first two 
scores, both coming on 12- 
yard pass plays following 47- 
and 69-yard drives, respec- 
tively. | 

The Warriors nar- 
rowed the scoring margin to 
14-6 early in the second pe- 
riod on a 24-yard touchdown 
strike from quarterback Blake 
Matherne to wide receiver 
Walter Grayson, capping a 
57-yard drive in seven plays. 
Jason Loris’ PAT attempt was 
not successful. Metaat is 
a 5-9, 180-pound produ 
Belle Chasse High School in 
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Grayson’s TD Grab! 

Walter Grayson scored the Warriors’ only touchdown on this 
24-yard yard reception in the end zone from quarterback Blake 
Matherne early in the second period, which cut the Northeast 
advantage to 14-6, Grayson is a 6-6, 205-pound sophomore 
receiver from Tuscaloosa (Ala.) County High School. Also 
shown is Northeast defensive back Johnathan Bates (34) of 
Tuscumbia, Ala. ECCC fell 34-6 to the visiting Tigers in the 
season opener for both squads, (EC Photo) 


took just one play for the Ti- Dustin Land also saw action 
gers to score, asrunningback and completed three of six at- 
Jamarcus Goodloe of tempts for minus six yards. 
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sively and didn’t take them. 
We just didn’t play well at all.” 

| Anderson knows 
his young team — which in- 
cludes only 16 returnees — will 
need to show vast improve- 
ment when the Warriors be- 
gin MACIC South Division 
competition Sept. 23 at Pearl 
River, after battling two more 
North Division opponents in 
home-standing Northwest on 
Sept. 9 and visiting Itawamba 
on Sept. 16. Northwest won 
its season opener 27-17 over 


Pearl River and Itawamba was 


outseered by Hinds 52-31. 
“We've got a lot of 
young players,” Anderson 
continued. “We started over 
and 1 was very anxious to see 
how we would respond and 
we responded like a very 
young, immature football 
team. We went out there and 
didn’t make things happen. 
We waited on other people to 
do things. Everybody in this 


Boothville, La., and Grayson, 


at 6-6, 205, hails from 
Tuscaloosa (Ala.) County 
High School. Loris is a 5-10, 
160-pound product of Moss 
Point High School. 

The Tigers re- 
sponded with two more scor- 
ing pass plays — the first on a 
10-yard strike from Wilson to 
wide receiver Johnathan 
Johnson of West Helena, 
Ark., with 10:30 left before 
halftime, and a 42-yard 
completion from Wilson to 
wide receiver Dante Barksdale 
of Southaven with 54 seconds 
remaining until the break. 

After a scoreless 


third period, the Warriors 


threatened to score early in 
the final stanza but a fumble 


by Matherne was scooped up 


on the 16-yard line by Tiger 
defensive back Johnthan 
Bates of Tuscumbia, Ala., 
who returned the miscue 72 
yards to the Warrior six. It 


Leighton, Ala., found the end 
zone with 11:04 remaining. 
Taylor Earhart missed his only 
PAT of the night following the 
game’s final score. Earhart is 
from Olive Branch, 

EC drove into Tiger 
territory on the ensuing pos- 
session but a fumble by run- 
ning back Rod Hawkins of 
Union nipped the drive on the 
Northeast 44. EC lost posses- 
sion on three of four fumbles 
during the non-division 

The Warriors threat- 
ened to score late in the con- 
test, driving from their 19 to 
the Northeast six. But the 
drive ended when Matherne 
was sacked at the 19-yard-line 
on fourth and seven with 12 
seconds left. 

Matherne com- 
pleted his debut as the War- 
rior signal caller by connect- 
ing on 12 of 19 passes for 106 
yards and one score. Back-up 


Land is a 6-1, 210 signal caller 
from Milton (Fla.) High 
School. 

Kasey Akins, a 5- 
5,170-pound wide receiver 
from Starkville, was the top 
receiver with two catches for 
33 yards. Grayson had one 
catch — the 24-yard touch- 
down reception. Zach 
Pendleton, a 6-3, 185-pound 
wide receiver from Forest Hill, 
had three catches for 18 yards 
and Fabian Johnson, a 5-10, 
180-pounder receiver from 
Coahoma County High 
School, had one reception for 


18 yards: 


attempt for 33 yards. Porzell 
is a running back from Our 
Lady of Good Counsel High 
School in Silver Springs, 
Maryland. 

Wilson finished the 
night by completing !8 of 35 
passes for 271 yards and fout 
scores. He had one intercep- 
tion, registered by Warrior 
linebacker Damarcus Lewis, a 
6-1, 190-pound product of 
Quitman High School. 
Wilson’s top receiver was 
Barksdale, who had four 
catches for 101 yards and one 


The Warriors had score. Jarboe finished with 
167 yards rushing and were five grabs for 87 yards and two 
led by Hawkins, who rushed touchdowns. 


13 times for 70 yards. 
Punter 


The Tigers were lim- 


Emilio ited to 70 yards on the ground 


Warnsley of Morton had five and were led by Jaquise Cook 


boots for a 34.6-yard average. 


of Ripley with 40 yards on 


Caleb Porzell punted once for 2ine carries. 


34 yards and Loris had one 


Each team had 15 


‘arst downs East Central hits 


the road this week to take on 
Northwest Thursday, Sept. 9. 
Kickoff is set for 6:30 p.m. on 
the Senatobia campus. 

All Warrior football 
games can be heard on the 
College Web site 
(www.eccc.edul) or on KICKS 
98 (98.3 FM), featuring vet- 
eran broadcasters Melvin 
Wooten and Gilbert Barham. 
Fans can also fellow game 


action on WWw.twitter.com/ 


JUCO FOOTBALL ECCC AT NORTHWEST enivncres i 
Warriors & | 
ready to 
hit road 


By Jamie Wachter 
wachter@themeridianstarcom 








: and one touchdown. 
: ECCC from page Bl Meanwhile, East Central allowed 
it 271 passing yard to the Tigers, — 
| The Warriors shot themselves although the Warriors did limit 


East Central Community Col- 
lege coach Brian Anderson is 
anxious. 











in the foot, losing fourfumblesin Northeast to just 46 yards 
After last the game. Those are problems rushing. 
week > Anderson is hoped are fixed, at “Everybody in this league is 
dismal Pet least in part, due to ECCC finally —_ good,” Anderson said. “Every- 
formance in | being a complete team. The War- body has players and everybody 
pti i ey see been missing four 4 in this league cs i anybody 
cai atherne Starters due to injuries over the on any given night. There's not 
sagen ee h EcCC at = ccc Seas at tes toget past week. much difference as far as that 
opener, the Northwest 2° the tee ba s nationally ranked hose limited repsdidn'thelpa _goes.” 
‘aee goer Soe “ior oat Mississipp| Community young team's rhythm in the 34-6 East Central, though, will face 
eet st tonight in Seniatobia. loss against Northeast Missis- a stout rushing ‘defense i in North- 
can't wail to Ranger Stadium College sippi Community College last west, which held Pearl River to 
see the | Northwest also won the last week at Bailey Stadium. minus-4 yards rushing on 19 
response ss. meeting between the two “The big thing is we’ve got all attempts. Quarterback Blake 
age ee schools, a 14-12 decision also in of our players back,” he said. “It's | Matherne was ECCC’s top 
travels to Senatobia. hard to get any kind of continuity rusher with 66 yards, he also. 
Sea “I'm excited to see how we're and it's hard to play when you threw for 176 yards on 14 of 22 
today to face . going to respond,” he said. don’t practice. We've had a better _ passing with a 24-yard touch- 
Northwest C ulitty C lice week of practice this week andI § down to Walter Grayson. North- 
apa pra See BCCC on page B4 think we got rid of some first- west did allow 348 yards passing 
at Ranger stadium game jitters. [think some of our _ to Pearl River. 
freshmen got welcomed to col- “Bad things happen during the 
lege football a little bit and I course of a football g ame,” 
expect them to respond this Anderson added, “Usuall ee 





week and play better.” don’t get that many bad 
In upsetting Pearl River 27-17 —_ happen in one game. Tthink w we 
last week, the No. 15 Rangers got just had a ton of bad things 
213 passing yards from freshman _ happen to us. And the good thing 
quarterback Brent Osborn, who _is, our guys didn’t quit. We came 
completed 18 of 30 passes fortwo out and moved the football and 
touchdowns. Calvin Malone led we got seven three-and-outs in 
Northwest with 82 yardsrushing the second half.” 
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ges FOOTBALL ee a | 





if a shootout 
to Northwest 
41-26 on the 
road 


from combined reports 





nity College and Northwest 
Community College football 
teams! pe ra 
healthy 952 yards of com- 
bined total offense. Unfortu- 
nately for the Warriors, they 
would come 

out on the 
losing end of 
a 41-26 deci- 

sion. 

East Cen- 
tral (0-2) | 
quarterback 
Blake Matherne was 14-for- 
23 passing with 227 yards a 
touchdown and an intercep- 
tion, while former Quitman 

standout Radarious Owens 
had three catches for 130 


Chris Sicklin had 11 

tackles, a forced fumble ant 

a recovered fumble for ECCC 
_on the defensive side ofthe 
“ball, while DaMarcus Lewis 
had nine tackles and a sack. 
Korey Brown also had nine 
tackles on the ni via one 
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Two teams in search of a first 
season victory will tangle 
Thursday, Sept. 16 when East 
Central Community College’s 
Warriors and the Itawamba 
Community, College Indians# 
meet in a non-division battle at 
6:30 p.m. at Bailey Stadium on 
the Decatur campus. 

East Central began the 2010 
campaign with a 34-6 loss to 
visiting Northeast Mississippi 
Community College and fell 41- 


26 to Northwest Mississippi 


Community College last week 


‘in Senatobia. 


Itawamba ‘was drubbed 52- 
31 by visiting Hinds 
Community College in the sea- 
son opener and dropped a 34-14 
decision last week to Pearl River 
Community College 
Poplarville. | 

In addition to their 0-2 starts, 
both squads are also led by first- 
year coaches, although Brian 
Anderson served as “interim” 
head mentor of the Warriors last 


in fe 


C 


WEEK OF S 





East Central, Itawamba 
seeking first victory of 2010 





year. 

Jon Williams is the new 
leader of the ICC Indians, after 
serving the previous three years 


‘as the squad's offensive line 


coach and recruiting coordina- 
tor. Williams is a 15-year coach- 





Warriors:rethiain focused on get- 
ting into the win column, 


(2,20 
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Both schools seek 
first win of 
2010 season 


SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 


DECATUR — Two teams in 
search of a first season victory 
will tangle on Thursday when 
East Central Community Col- 
lege’s Warriors and the Itawamba 
Community College Indians meet 
in a non-division battle at 6:30 
p.m, at Bailey Stadium on ‘the 
Decatur campus. 

East Central began the 2010 
campaign with a 34-6 loss to vis- 
iting Northeast Mississippi Com- 
munity College and fell 41-26 to 
Northwest Mississippi Commu- 
nity College last week in Senato- 
bia. 

Itawamba was drubbed 52-31 
by visiting Hinds Community 
College in the season opener and 
dropped a 34-14 decision last 
week to Pearl River Community 
College in Poplarville. 

In addition to their 0-2 starts, 


both squads are also led by first- 
year coaches, although Brian 


Anderson served as “interim” | 
head mentor of the Warriors last | 


year. 


of the ICC Indians, after serving 
the previous three years as the 
squad’s offensive line coach and 
recruiting coordinator. Williams 
is a 15-year coaching veteran and 
served as an assistant for former 
ECCC head coach Terry Under- 
wood. 


After two early setbacks, | 


Coach Anderson said the War- 
riors remain focused on getting 
into the win column, although 
preparations for the Itawamba 
game have been hampered due to 
injuries on the offensive side of 
the ball. 

“We have had a tremendous 
week defensively,” Anderson 
said. “But offensively we're bat- 
tling the injury bug up front and 
concentrating on ball security.” 

Two turnovers early in the 
third period contributed to the 
Warriors’ inability to maintain a 
20-19 advantage over Northwest 


Jon Williams is the new leader | _ 


East Central, Itawamba battle 


Chris Ficklin _ 
Former Scott Central Rebel 
at halftime. The Rangers scored 
following both miscues. 

Despite the loss, Anderson 
was proud of his young team’s 
effort. 

“We played hard and were 
obviously a much better team 
than we were against Northeast in 
the season opener,” Anderson 
said. “Northwest has a very rich 





CRAT 
TIMES 


tradition of winning and our guys 


| were not intimidated at all. We 


had opportunities to score points 
but we kept shooting ourselves in 
the foot. We have a lot of talent 
on this team and I know we will 
continue to improve each week.” 

After managing just six points 
in the season opener, the ECCC 
offense got untracked against 
Northwest with freshmen Blake 
Matherne of Boothville, La., and 
Dustin Land of Milton, Fla., shar- 
ing quarterback duties. Matherne 
completed 14 of 23 passes for 
227 yards and one score. Land 
was six of 12 for 149 yards and a 
touchdown, Radarious Owens of 
Quitman was the top receiver 
with six catches for 130 yards and 
a touchdown, a nine-yard strike 
from Matherne. Owens’ longest 
reception covered 65 yards, also 
from Matherne. 

ECCC’s passing offense is 
now ranked third in the state, 
behind East Mississippi and 
Hinds. The Warrior aerial attack 
is averaging 283 yards per con- 
test. East Mississippi has the top 
passing attack with a 375-yard 
a 
<< 
O 


LL 
rol 


APP} 


for 


S 


; 


victory 


average followed by Hinds at 301 
yards per contest. 

Overall, the ECCC offense is 
fourth, with a 426-yard average. 

Freshman linebacker Chris 
Ficklin of Forest \ed the Warrior 
defense against Northwest with 
13 tackles and four assists, four 
of which resulted in minus 
yardage. He was also credited 
with one-and-a-half quarterback 
sacks, a forced fumble ahd fum- 
ble recovery and helped block a 
Ranger PAT. Ficklin, a product 
of Scott Central High School, 
leads the state in tackles with 21 
solo stops and eight assists. 

Overall, the ECCC defense is 
ranked ninth, allowing 363.5 
yards per contest. 

East Central features one of 
the top kickoff return specialists 
in sophomore Caleb Porzell. 
Porzell, a transfer from the Uni- 
versity of Maryland, is ranked 
fifth with four returns for 109 
yards, a 27.3-yard average. His 
longest return is 45 yards. He is a 
product of Our Lady of Good 
Counsel High School in Silver 
Springs, Md. 

: i 
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Warriors unable to maintain 


ECCC suffers 41- 
26 Loss to 
Northwest CC 


SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 


SENATOBIA — A 20- 
19 halftime advantage 
quickly turned into a two- 
touchdown deficit for the 
East Central Community 
College Warriors who were 
unable to overcome third 
quarter miscues and contro- 
versial calls by officials ina 
41-26 setback to nationally 
ranked Northwest Missis- 
sippi Community College 
Thursday night in Senato- 
bia. 

Despite the loss, ECCC 
head football coach Brian 
Anderson praised his young 
squad for their effort 
against the 15th ranked 
Rangers. 

“We played hard and 
were obviously a much 
improved team than the 
season opener (34-6 loss to 
Northeast),” Anderson said 
during his post-game inter- 
view with officials from 
jucoweekly.com, which 
featured the non-division 
match-up as the Game of 
the Week. 

“Northwest has a very 
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rich tradition and our guys 
were not intimidated at 
all...we had opportunities 
to score points but kept 
shooting ourselves in the 
foot. We have a lot of talent 
on our team and | know we 
will continue to improve 
each week,” Anderson said. 

ECCC, which trailed 19- 
6 after the first quarter, 


grabbed the slim halftime. 


lead following a 54-yard 
touchdown strike from 
quarterback Dustin Land to 
running back Caleb P 
with 11:15 left before the 
break, and was followed by 
an ll-yard touchdown 
scamper by running back 
Rod Hawkins with just over 
seven minutes left. 

Hawkins’ score capped 
an 80-yard drive in just five 
plays and was highlighted 
by Land’s 44-yard comple- 
tion to wide receiver Reg- 
gie Hall to the Northwest 
30. The big gainer was fol- 
lowed by Land’s. 23-yard 
strike to wide -receiver 
Fabian Johnson who made 
a leaping catch at the 
Ranger 11. Jason Loris 
made both PATs. 

But the Warriors’ for- 
tunes turned early in the 
third . After receiv- 
ing the second-half kickoff, 
EC started from its 23 yard 
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line but an incomplete pass 
by quarterback Blake 
Matherne was ruled a Jater- 
al and recovered by the 
Rangers, who later scored 
on a one-yard dash by run- 
ning back Calvin Malone. 

. Northwest quarterback 
Brent Osborn hooked up 
with wide receiver Jamal 
Mosley for the two-point 
conversion and the Rangers 
regained the lead at 27-20. 

On the ensuing posses- 
sion, ECCC quickly drove 


il from its 39 to the North- 


west 14, thanks to a 32-yard 
pass play from Matherne to 
wide receiver Radarius 
Owens followed by a hold- 
ing call against the 
Rangers. 

On the first play, Math- 
érne completed a would-be 








a halftime lead 


touchdown pass to wide 
receiver Corey Collier, but 
the play was nullified due 
to an offside penalty 
against the Rangers, which 
moved the pigskin to the 
nine-yard-line: 

Matherne, on the next 
play, scrambled to the two 
where he fumbled after 
appearing to have been 
tackled. The ball rolled into 
the end zone and was 
scooped up by Ranger 
defensive back Terrance 
Evans who raced to mid- 
field where he was tackled 
by several Warrior defend- 
ers. A personal foul against 
the Warriors moved posses- 
sion to the 35, and two 
plays later from the same 


spot running back Jay Jones 


scampered to the end zone, 


= 


resulting in a 34-20 North- 
west advantage with 10:25 
left in the third stanza. 

The Warriors. threatened 
to score on the ensuing pos- 
session but the drive stalled 
at the Northwest 20. 


ECCC’s defense stiffened 


and regained possession for 
the offense when line- 


backer Chess Ficklin, a 
Scott C 
proce: stripped the ball 
from Ranger wide receiver 
Xavier Lee of Pope on a 
reverse play and made the 
recovery on the ECCC 24. 
But three plays later, 

anger defensive back 

randon Lawrence of Cal- 
houn City intercepted 


School o 


Land’s pass on the ECCC 
40. Northwest scored three 
plays later on Jones 14-yard 
run, which gave Rangers a 
41-20 advantage early in 
the final stanza. 

_The EC offense reached 
the Northwest 13 on the | 
following possession but 
the pons me was nixed 





After sontiier Warrior © 
drive ended with a turnover 
at the Northwest four, EC 
regrouped to score the 
game’s final points when 
Land found the end zone on 
a 17-yard run with 5:15 
remaining. 


ad 
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NJCAA Football Players of the Week - Sept. 15, 2010 
September 14, 2010 





COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. — Willie Tindal (Ellsworth CC, lowa), Chris Ficklin (East Central CC, Miss.) and Cordarrelle Patterson 
(Hutchinson CC, Kan.) have been named NJCAA Football Players of the Week for games Sept. 9 through Sept. 12. Tindal is the 
Offensive Player of the Week, Ficklin the Defensive Player of the Week and Patterson earns Special Teams Player of the Week. 


OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE 
WEEK 


Willie Tindal, Ellsworth Community College, lowa 
Quarterback; Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.; Stranahan High School 


Tindal (5'10” / 175 Ibs.) a native of Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., put the Panthers on his back and led them 
to a hard fought 34-29 victory over lowa Central last Saturday. Down 29-28 with just 1:09 left in 
the game, Tindal drove the Panthers 62-yards and threw a 25-yard touchdown pass with 11 
seconds left in the contest to win the game. He completed 34 of 47 pass attempts for 353 yards 
and three touchdowns. He also had 70 rushing yards on 16 attempts and scored two touchdowns. 





DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE 
WEEK 





Chris Ficklin, East Central Community College, Miss. 
Linebacker; Forest, Miss.; Scott Central High School 


In a 41-26 loss to No. 11 Northwest Mississippi last Thursday, Ficklin (5’11” / 
185 Ibs.) did his best to keep East Central in the contest. The Forrest, Miss., 
native recorded 17 total tackles (13 solo, 4 assisted), including four tackles for 
loss. He also was credited with 1.5 sacks a forced fumble and a fumble 
recovery. 


SPECIAL TEAMS PLAYER OF 
THE WEEK 


Cordarrelle Patterson, Hutchinson Community College, Kan. 
Kick Returner; Rock Hill, $.C.; Northwestern High School 


In his first game as a kick returner, Patterson (6’4” / 197 |bs.) tied a HCC school record with a 98- 
yard kickoff return for a touchdown in the Blue Dragons’ 45-3 win over Air Force Prep last 
Saturday. The freshman had two kickoff returns totaling 127 yards. As a receiver during the 
contest, he had a season high six receptions for 118 yards and a touchdown. 





The East Central Commu- 
nity College Warriors had an 
extra accessory with them 
around campus _— ach 

Following | 
a 41-26 loss 
to Northwest 
Mississippi 
that dropped | 
the Warriors 
to0-2,thanks | 
mainlytoa ttawamba 








turnovers 630 p.m. 





drive home 
the impor- 


Hence the Warriors toted 
football along to class, to lunch 
and to dinner. Hanging on to 
the ball at all times. Anderson 
and the Warriors hope the over- 
time work pays off when 
Itawamba Community College 
visits Bailey Stadium at 6; 30 


m. tod 
ear "You' oi got to hold onto the 
football," Anderson said. 
"We've got to hold onto the 
ball, if we've got to take over to 
the sidelines with us, then 
that's what we've got to do. 
- We've got to hold onto the foot- 
ball this week. 
"There are ee i you 
can do, but mainly it! 
mindset that et ha to 
iol onto the ball. We had our 
guys carry footballs: 
around on campus ¢ ut ng the 
day. Just as a reminder for how 
important itis to hold onto the 


See ECCC on page B4 - 
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ECCC from page Bi 


football." 

Those turnovers, which 
helped Northwest overcome a’ 
oe halftime deficit, nie 

the potent ECCC offense. 
The Warriors are fourth in the 
MACJ € in total offense, aver- 
aging 426 yards, while the 283- 
yard average’ puts the CCC 
passing attack third in the 
league, 

Blake Matherne, aireshman 

an Boothville, La., a 


a fre from Milto 
F A have guided that high-flying 
attack. Last week, Matherne 
completed 14 of 23 passés for 
227 yards, while Land threw for 
149 yards and a score, com- 
pleting 6 of 12 attempts. Quitman 
product Radarious Owens was 
the Warriors"'top receiving 
threat with six grabs for 130 
yards and a 9-yard touchdown 











weexor G1 - |Z 


reception. 

"We ok gatos out 
of the e," Anderson added, 
"Welre just bide iagte rnake as 
much improvement this week as 
we did last week. — 

"Turnovers killed us. We. 
moved up and down the field 
againstthem,"| | 

Itawamba, meanwhile, enters 
at 0-2 following a 52-31 loss to, 

Hinds to open the season, before 
falling 34-14] week at Pearl 
River. The Tndtans nin 









extremely tara score | 
points," Anderson said. "They're 


_ very multiple. They d doa lot of 





different th pans ot sides of 
the football, and. a? ak 
what makes {f 
they are." . 
Fast pa = al is ninth 


in the state, allowing 363.5 yards 
per game. | 
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‘Our guys were not Intimidat- 
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| selves in the foot. We have a lot of 
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est ‘back Dustin Land to running 5s as iS \ 
ege back Caleb Porzell with. if {5¢ Ma 




















left before the break, and was’ 
followed by an 1l-yard touc 
down scamper by runningback ° 
Rod Hawkins of Union with just 
over seven minutes left. 

Hawkins’ score capped an &0- 
yard drive in just five plays and was 
highlighted by Land’s 44- -yard com- 
pletion to Reggie Hall the 
Northwest 30. The big was 
followed by Land’s 23-yard strike to 


ing our- ie He Rie I]. Jason Loris 


made both PATs. 

But the Warriors’ fortunes turned 
early in the third quarter. After 
receiving the second-half kickoff, 


EC started from its 23, but an incom- = Mather 










y . a cated on a leat dash tie 
aN \ Calvin Malone. Northwest 


7 © quarterback Brent Osborn 


hooked up with Jamal Mosley for the 
two-point conversion and the 
Rangers led 27-20. 

On the ensuing possession, EC 
quickly drove from its 39 to the 
Northwest 14, thanks to a 32-yard 
pass from Matherne to Radarius 
Owens, followed by a holding call 
against the Rangers. 


all. We had opportunities to 
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1, who made a leaping 


td 

Warriors... 

Continued from 4B... 
but the drive stalled at the 
Northwest 20. EC’s defense 
stiffened and regained posses- 
sion for the offense when 
linebacker: Chris Ficklin 
wide receiver Xavier Lee ona 
reverse and made the recov- 


ery on the EC 24. 


But three plays later, 
Ranger defensive back 
Brandon Lawrence intercept- 
ed Land’s pass on the EC 40. 
Northwest scored three plays 
later on Jones’ 14-yard run, 


which gave Rangers a 41-20 


advantage early in the final 
stanza. 

The EC offense reached 
the Northwest 13 on the fol- 


——— lowing possession, but the 


NEWTON COUNTY APP taggin’ threat was nixed on 
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an interception by Ranger 
linebacker Sam Small. 
After another Warrior 


we. drive ended with a turnover at 


the Northwest 4, EC 
regrouped to score the game’s 
final points when Land found 
the end zone on a 17-yard run 
with 5:15 remaining. 
Northwest, 2-0, scored 
first in the non-division battle 
when D.J. McChristian tal- 
lied on a 47-yard jaunt with 
13:21 left in the initial period. 


On the first play, Matherne com- 


Ficklin blocked the PAT. 

EC tied the contest on a 9- 
yard pass from Matherne to 
Owens, capping an eight- 
play, 68-yard march. Loris’ 
PAT was wide left. 

The Rangers responded 
with a 54-yard scoring pass 
play from Osborn to Myles 
White, which gave the host 
team a 19-6 lead after the 
first quarter. 

Both teams had success 
moving the ball and both fin- 
ished with 24 first downs. EC 
had 476 total yards and 
Northwest had 485. 

Warrior quarterbacks 
Matherne and Land com- 
bined for 376 yards passing. 
Matherne was 14-of-23 for 
227 yards and one score and 
Land completed 6-of-12 
passes for 149 yards and a 
touchdown. Matherne had 
one interception and Land 
had two passes picked off. 

Owens was the top receiv- 
er with six grabs for 130 
yards and one touchdown. 
Hall had four grabs for 87 
yards. EC lost three of seven 
fumbles. 

Osborn completed 18-of- 
30 passes for 245 yards and 
twp scores for the Rangers. 

EC hosts Itawamba, 0-2, 
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. The 
Indians lost 34-14 to Pearl 
River last week. 
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Warrior miscues result in a 21-14 defeat 


SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 


East Central Community 
College dominated Itawam- 
ba Community College in 
just about every category 
Thursday night except for 
one area: the scoreboard. 

The Warriors, who 
jumped out to an early 7-0 
lead over the visiting Indi- 
ans, were once again vic- 
tims of turnovers and 
missed opportunities, 
resulting in a 21-14 loss 
and 0-3 start for the 2010 
campaign. Itawamba, led 
by first-year head coach 
Jon Williams, a former 
ECCC assistant, improved 
to 1-2, 

The. non-division loss 
was especially tough to 
digest for head coach Brian 
Anderson and the Warriors, 
who racked up 427 yards to 
Itawamba's 286 and held 
22-13 edge in first downs. 

“Our guys totally out- 
played them,” said Ander- 
son in a post-game inter- 
. “No disrespect to 


them whatsoever because tonight, but you’ve got to end zone on a 28-yard 


they do a good job and 


they’ve got some good | 


players; but our guys out- 
played them. We’ve just got 


to somehow come together going when fres 


capitalize and make some- 


Warriors made 
things happen in the early 
} quar- 


scamper, capping a nine- 
play, 80-yard march on 
ECCC’s first possession. 
Jason Loris of Moss Point 
added the PAT. Highlights 


with this young bunch of terback Blake Matherne of during the drive included a 
15-yard strike from Math- 


guys and just finish. Big 
plays and big-time 
moments, you've got to get 
to the point where you can 
relax and make those plays 
instead of tensing up and 
not.” 

After three-straight non- 
division match-ups, Ander- 
son said his focus is to con- 
tinue working hard in 

ion for the upcom- 
ing MACJC South Division 
schedule. 


“I’m not giving up on . 


these players and they’re 
not giving up on us,” said 
the first-year head coach 
who led the Warriors on an 
interim basis in 2009. 
“We're going to keep on 
fighting and we're going to 
get better. We did most 
things better in the game 





Boothville, La., found the 





erne to wide receiver Reg- 
gie Hall of Monroe, La., to 
the EC 35, followed by a 
14-yard run by sophomore 
Caleb Porzell of Silver 
Springs, Md., which gave 
the Warriors possession on 
the Itawamba 36, 





: 


EC had an excellent 
opportunity to pad its lead 
late in the first quarter, but 
Matherne’s pass to the end 
zone on second and five 
from the Itawamba seven 
was picked off by Tevin 
Blanchard. 


Last Week’s Games Results: | 


(3-0) Forest 42 St. Andrews 7 
9-3) Lambe 199 eencovennnnes County 20 
(2-2) MOrton 4B ......-2-ssose-rsee Choclaw Central 6 
2-2) Scott Central 54... ale 1 
(2-2) Sebastopol 29... rere vvveoeeUnion 28 
(1-3) East Rankin Aca. 6... vessssareeeeeParkdane 10 
(0-3) East Central CC 14 seen eveeeene WANDS 21 
(1-2) Ole MISS 14. encwsonersesse---- Vanderbilt 28 
(1-1) Miss, State 7 -aceacitenaitpietbltiesiauss ene eet 
(2-1) Southern Miss 31... —.----..---- 

(2-0) Alabarma 62 ............0sessee 





An airborne Chris Ficklin (45) of Forest and teammate Mon- 
trae Smith (28) of Laurel make the stop on an Itawamba play- 
er during East Central’s 21-14 loss to the visiting Indians 
Thursday night. Ficklin, a freshman linebacker and product of 
Scott Central High School, was chosen NJCAA Defensive Play- 
er of the Week for his performance during ECCC’s battle with 
Northwest on Sept. 9, Smith is a freshman defensive back 
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SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 


DECATUR — If the past two 


seasons are an indication of 


what’s to come, then East Central 
Community College’s MACJC 
South Division opener with Pear! 
River Community College Thurs- 
day night in Poplarville should be 
another classic match-up. 

The Wildcats escaped with a 
30-27 overtime win in 2009 in the 
season finale at Bailey Stadium in 
Decatur, a year after the Warriors 
rallied for a 44-38 double over- 
time thriller at Dobie Holden Sta- 
dium. 

Warrior head coach Brian 
Anderson, who began his tenure 
as EC’s offensive coordinator in 
2008 and served in the dual role 
of offensive coordinator and 
interim head coach last season, 
said EC will need to play its best 
game of the year to knock off the 
Wildcats, who improved to 2-] 
overall and 1-0 in the South Divi- 
sion following last week’s 35-21 
decision over Southwest in Sum- 
mit. 

Pearl River began the season 
with a 27-17 loss to Northwest 
followed by a 34-14 thumping of 
Itawamba. The Wildcats were 
ranked 13th in the NJCAA poll 
prior to the 2010 campaign and 
continued to be ranked in the top 
25 prior to their win over South- 


west. The Wildcats are led by 
ninth-year head coach Tim Hat- 
ten who sports a 67-16 record, 
including one national title and 
four state championships. 

“This ts the best Pearl River 
team | have seen in my tenure,” 
said Anderson, whose. Warriors 
remain winless in three starts 
against the MACJC North Divi- 
sion opponents Northeast (34-6), 
Northwest (41-26) and Itawamba 
(21-14). “They have tremendous 
skills on offense as well as 
defense. We must be at our best.” 

Although the Warriors are 0-3, 
the “second” and “most impor- 
tant” season — the MACJC 
South Division schedule — gets 
under way with the 7 p.m. battle 
at Pearl River. 

“We have to put the losses 
behind us and concentrate our 
efforts on the division games,” 
said Anderson. “We still have an 
opportunity to have a good sea- 
son and if we continue to play 
hard and eliminate our mistakes 
we can finish strong.” 

East Central owns. the state’s 
top offensive unit, averaging 453 
yards per contest. The Warrior 
passing attack is ranked third 
with a 264-yard average per game 
and the rushing offense is eighth 
at 122.3 yards per game. 

_ Blake Matherme, a 5-9, 


—_— 


180- 





pound freshman signal caller 
from Boothville, La., is rated the 
state’s fourth-best passer. Math- 
erne has completed 47 of 81 pass- 

es for 622 yards, a 207.3-yard 
average. He has three touchdown 
passes to his credit and two inter- 
ceptions. His top receiver is Reg- 
gie Hall, a 5-9, 170-pound fresh- 
man from Monroe. Hall, who is 
ranked sixth in the state, has 15 
catches for 206 yards. He is a 
product of Neville High School. 
Radarius Owens, a 5-11, .180- 
pound sophomore from Quitman, 
is ranked 11th in the state. Owens 
has 12 catches for 183 yards and 
one touchdown. 

Matherne is also EC’s top 
rusher and ts ranked fourth in the 
state. He has 52 carries for 281 
yards, a 93.7-yard average. He is 
credited with one rushing TD. 

Pearl River’s offense is ranked 


sixth, averaging 367 yards per 


contest. The Wildcats are second 
in passing at 288.7 yards per 
game and last in rushing offense, 
averaging 78.3 yards per game. 
Wildcat freshman quarterback 
Melvin German of Ft. Myers, 
Fla., 1s the state’s top passer. Ger- 
man, a 6-3, 190-pound product of 
Dunbar High School, has com- 
pleted 86 of 124 passes for 826 
yards and five touchdowns. He ts 


averaging 275.3 yards per con- 
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ECCC Warriors begin ‘second season’ 


test. His top receiver is Steve 


MeNair, Jr., a 6’, 180-pound 
freshman from Hattiesburg, who 
also leads the state in receptions. 
MeNair, son of the late NFL quar- 


terback Steve McNair, has 23 


grabs for 209 yards and one 
score. He is a product of Oak 
Grove High School. 

MeNair also leads the state in 
kickoff returns. He is credited 
with five returns for 167 yards, a 
33.4-yard average. EC’s Caleb 
Porzell of Silver Springs, Md., is 
ranked third, with six returns for 
172 yards, a 28.7-yard average. 
His longest return is 45 yards. 
Porzell is a product of Our Lady 
of Good Counsel High School. 
Hall has nine returns for 210 
yards, a 23.3-yard average, and Is 
ranked seventh in the state. His 
longest return is 44 yards. 

Hall is second in punt returns 
and Porzell is ranked fourth. Hall 
has four returns for 102 yards, a 
25.5-yard average. His longest 
return is 72 yards. Porzell has 
three returns for 55 yards, an 
18.3-yard average. His longest 
effort is 24 yards. 


Defensively, the Warriors are 


ranked seventh overall, allowing 
309 yards per contest. EC is fifth 
in rushing offense, allowing 106 
yards, and seyenth in passing 
offense, where they give up 203 
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yards per contest. 


Warrior freshman Chris Fick- 


lin of Forest continues to lead the 
state in tackles with 27 solo stops 
and 17 assists. Ficklin, a 5-11, 
195-pound linebacker, is a prod- 


uct of Scott Central High School. 
He earned NJCAA Defensive 
Player of the Week honors fol- 
lowing his performance in the 
Northwest game on Sept. 9 in 
Senatobia. He was credited with 
13 tackles - including four for 
minus yardage - four assists, 1.5 
sacks, a forced fumble and a fum- 
ble recovery. 

EC’s Gabe Loper of Decatur is 
also one of the state’s top tack- 
lers. The 6-4, 195-pound defen- 
sive back has 17 solo stops and 
five assists. Loper is a product of 
Newton County High School. 

Miscues have plagued the 
Warriors during the 2010 cam- 
paign, as evidenced by the 


squad’s minus seven turnover 


margin. Pearl River is plus four in 


the turnover rate. 


The ECCC/Pear! River match- 
up can be heard on the ECCC 
Web site (www.eccc.edu) featur- 
ing broadcasters Melvin Wooten 
and Gilbert Barham. 

Fans can also keep up with 
game action. on Twitter 
@Go_ Warriors and on Facebook 
at East Central Warrior Football. 
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EC drops division opener to Pearl River 


By STEVE SWOGET INSKY 
Sports Editor 


“The:* ‘second season” began 
on a disappointing note for the 
East Central Community 
College Warriors who were once 
again plagued by turnovers in a 
44-13 loss to Pearl River 
Community College Thursday 
night at Dobie Holden Stadium 
on the Poplarville campus. 

East Central, which led the 
state in total offense and 
turnovers (13) prior to its 
MACIJC South Division opener 
with the Wildcats, was held to 
327 yards — far below its 453- 
yard average — and sustained 
five turnovers, two of which 
resulted in interception returns 
for touchdowns. 

Tobias Irby of Oak Grove 
returned a pick 45 yards to give 
the Wildcats a 27-6 lead midway 
in the second period, and team- 
mate Derrick Bourne of 
Columbia put the final points on 
the scoreboard on his intercep- 
tion which covered 73 yards and 
came with 37 seconds remaining 
in the division battle. 

The Warriors, who dropped 
to 0-4, put up their first points 
early in the second period when 
— Blake Matherne of 
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ECCC freshman running back Brandon Willis (32) of 
Philadelphia looks for an opening in the Pearl River defense 
Thursday night in Poplarville. Willis had seven carries for 45 
yards. 
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| Matheme, prod of Bell zone on a two-yard dash, cutting 
| See ECCC, page 10A 
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the Wildcat. Jead to 37-13. 
Hawkins and Brandon Willis led 
EC rushers with 45 yards each, 
Hawkins had nine carries and 
Willis had seven rushes. 

The Warriors return to. the 
Decatur campus Saturday, Oct. 
2, to host Hinds Community 
College for Homecoming. The 
division battle begins at 2 p.m. in 
Bailey Stadium, 

The Eagles improved to 3-} 
overall following their 37-3] 
overtime win over Mississi 
Delta Thursday night "a 
Raymond. Hinds is 0-1 in league 
play, having lost to Co-Lin 30- 
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But after EC took pos- 
session on its 34 following 
the ensuing kickoff, War- 
rior quarterback Blake 
Matherne proved why he is 
one of the state's top 
passers by connecting on a 
14-yard strike to Fabian 
Johnson on 4th- and-10 to 


the EC 48, followed by a 28- _ 


yard completion to Johnson 
to the Hinds 24 with one 
second remaining, setting 
up Loris! game-winning 
kick. 

"It was 
unbelievable,remarkable," 
an obviously excited 
Anderson said following the 
amazing win before a 
standing-room only home- 
coming crowd. "I have seen 
us pull out some games in 


the last seconds before in 
years past, but nothing like 
this. After Hinds scored 
with only seconds 
remaining, everyone 
thought it was over except 
for our kids. It was nota 
perfect game but we never 
gave up and we never quit 
fighting. The Lord really 
blessed us today. Our team 
had faith in each other and 
that is what you have to 
have." 

East Central improved to 
1-4, 1-1 on the season. 

East Central travels to 
Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College 
Thursday night to take on 
the previously top-ranked 
Bulldogs, who suffered 
their first loss of 2010 by 
falling 30-27 in overtime to 
Pear River Thursday night 
in Poplarville. 





Pavia Morritt/ The Meridian Star 
East Central Community College's Corey Collier gets 
wrapped up by Hinds Community College defenders 
after a big gain Saturday in Decatur. 
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field goalon final 
play lifts ECCC 
over Hinds, 

from school reports 


Jason Loris’ 41-yard field 
goal as time expired lifted 
East Central Community Col- 
lege's Warriors to a 37-35 
homecoming victory over 
Hinds Community College 


afternoon at 
Bailey Sta- 
dium on the 
Decatur 
campus. 


The | 
Eagles had urine a 35-34 
advantage on a 21-yard touch- 
down strike from quarter- 





back Anthony Sheppard to 
running back Matthew Willis 


with 39 seconds remaining 
followed by Craig 


MeCraney's PAT. 


ee ECCC on page Oa 
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Warriors shock Hinds on last-second field goal by Loris 


Jason Loris’ 41-yard field goal 
as time expired lifted East Central 
Community College’s from 
Warriors to a 37-35 school 
homecoming victory reports 
over Hinds Community 
College Saturday afternoon at 
Bailey Stadium on the Decatur 
campus. 

The Eagles had taken a 35-34 
advantage on a 21-yard touchdown 
strike from Anthony Sheppard to 
runningback Matthew Willis with 
39 seconds remaining followed by 
Craig McCraney’s extra point. The 
score was set up by a high snap on 
an ECCC 40-yard field goal 
attempt that resulted in a 26-yard 
loss and gave Hinds the ball at its 
49. 

But after EC took possession on 
its 34 following the ensuing kick- 
off, Warrior freshman quarterback 
Blake Matherne proved why he is 
one of the state’s top passers by 


= 


connecting on. a 14-yard strike to It was EC’s first on-field win 
Fabian Johnson to the EC 48 on over Hinds since 2002. 
fourth-and-10, followed by a 28- EC, which improved to 1-4 
yard completion to Johnson to_..<<= overall and |-1 in league play, 
the Hinds 24 with one sec- fm,’ , had taken a 34-15 lead on 
ond remaining, setting up WR \ ) a ~Matherne’s 40-yard toss to 
Loris’ game-winning kick, AAA doeaReggie Hall with 4:53 
“It was unbelievable ... & \3Ws \ \ remaining in the third stanza. 
remarkable,” an obviously( "7S But Hinds, which dropped 
excited EC coach Brian Ay Nto 3-2 and 0-2, rallied to take 
Anderson said following the == its first lead since an early 12-7 
amazing win before a stand- advantage on Sheppard’s 3-yard 
ing-room only homecoming crowd. scamper with 2:55 left in the third 
“| have seen us pull out some followed by Sheppard’s 47-yard 
games in the last seconds before in — strike to Cordell Valentine as time 
years past, but nothing like this. expired in the quarter, narrowing 
“After Hinds scored with only 


the EC lead at 34-28, 
seconds remaining, everyone The Warriors were in position to 
thought it was over except for our extend their six-point advantage 
kids. It was not a perfect game, but with 2:44 left in the contest on 
we never pave up and we never quit Loris’ 40-yard field goal attempt, 
fighting. The Lord really blessed us but the snap from center was too 
today. Our team had faith in each high and the Eagles recovered near 
other and that is what you have to midfield. Hinds scored eight plays 
have.” later on Sheppard's pass to Willis 
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late him followed by long- 6 —— | 
snapper Lester Jackson and [J Hinds ‘other scores came 
other Warrior players and > on Willis’ 28-yard ran fol- 
coaches. = lowed by a 23-yard fumble 


Defensively, EC was led m 
by Rufus Williams, who 
accumulated nine solo tack- 
les and two assists and was 


credited with 4.5 sacks. 


Williams and Matherne 
have been nominated for 


return by linebacker Zach 
McKee, both during first- 
quarter action, and 
McCraney’s 46-yard field 
goal with 42 seconds left 
before halftime, which cut 
the EC lead to 20-15. 
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MACIC Player of the Week 
honors by the ECCC coach- 


ing stall? 


| 


on fourth-and-6. 

Matherme, a product of Belle 
Chasse (La.) High School, had his 
best day as a Warrior, completing 
25-of-35 passes for 306 yards and 
one interception. He scored on a 
pair of 16-yard runs in the first 
quarter and added a 13-yard TD 
toss to Walter Grayson early in the 
second stanza resulting in a 20-12 
lead for the Warriors. Matherne fin- 
ished with 71 rushing yards on nine 
carries. 

Matherne was injured during the 
drive when EC was unable to con- 
vert the 40-yard field goal, but 
shook off the injury to lead the 
Warriors on the game-winning 
drive. “™ 

EC's other score came on run- 
ningback Rod Hawkins’ 3-yard 
burst with 8:53 left in the third, 
which extended the Warriors’ lead 
to 27-15. Hawkins, a product of 
Union High School, led EC in rush- 


EC travels to Perkinston 
Thursday night to take on 
previously top-ranked 
Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College. The 
Bulldogs suffered their first 
loss of 2010 by falling 30-27 
in overtime to Pearl River 
last Thursday night in 
Poplarville. - 

Kickoff for the EC-Gulf 
Coast battle is set for 7 p.m. 

The Warriors’ last win 
over the Bulldogs was in 
2002 by a 28-21 margin. 


ing with 88 yards on 18 carries. 

In addition to his game-winning 
field goal, Loris made four of five 
PATs. | 

“My mind was clear and I just 
tried to focus on the moment and 
make a good kick,” said Loris, a 
left-footed kicker from Moss Point. 
“My teammates provided encour- 
agement and told me to do the best 
I can and not to worry ... and that’s 
what I did.” 

Loris said he was “shocked” 
when he made the kick. “I just 
stood there watching the ball sail 
through the uprights...it was a 
great feeling!” 

Moments after the kick, Loris 


“was swarmed by teammates. with 


Johnson, who serves as the holder 

for Loris’ field goal and PAT 

attempts in addition to playing 

wide receiver, the first to congratu- 
Continued on 6B... 
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Jason Loris’ 41-yard field goal as 


PAT. 


head coach Brian Anderson, who led 
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41-yard field goal on final play lifts ECCC over Hinds 37-3: 


time expired lifted East Central 
Community College’s Warriors to a 
37-35 homecoming victory over 
Hinds Community College Saturday 
afternoon at Bailey Stadium on the 
Decatur campus. 

The Eagles had taken a 35-34 
advantage on a 21-yard touchdown 
strike from quarterback Anthony 
Sheppard of Pahokee, Fila., to running 
back Matthew Willis of Puckett with 
39 seconds remaining followed by 
Clinton product Craig McCraney’s 





But after EC took possession on its 
34 following the ensuing kickoff, 
Warrior freshman quarterback Blake 
Matherne of Boothville, La., proved 
why he is one of the state’s top passers 
by connecting on a 14-yard strike to 
Fabian Johnson of Clarksdale on 
fourth and 10, followed by a 28-yard 
completion to Johnson to the Hinds 24 
with one second remaining, setting up 
Loris’ game-winning kick. 

The MACIC South Division victo- 
ry is the first “official” win for Warrior 


the squad in 2009 as interim head 
coach. | 

“It was unbelievable . . . remark- 
able,” an obviously excited Anderson 
said following the amazing win before 
a standing-room only homecoming 
crowd. “I have seen us pull out some 
games in the last seconds before in 
years foul but nothing like this, 

After Hinds scored with only sec- 
onds remaining, everyone thought it 
was over except for our kids, It was 
not a perfect game but we never gave 


Lord really blessed us today. Our team 
had faith in each other and that is what 
you have to have.” 

East Central travels to Mississippi 


Gulf Coast Community College 


Thursday night to take on the previ- 
ously top-ranked Bulldogs (4-1, 2-1), 


who suffered their first loss of 2010 by 
falling 30-27 in overtime to Pear 
River Thursday night in Poplarville. | 
Kickoff for the ECCC/ Gulf Coast ) 
battle is set for 7 p.m. on the Jason Loris kicks the game-winning 
Perkinston campus. goal Saturday afternoon at ECCC. 
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JUCO FOOTBALL | JONES COUNTY AT EAST CENTRAL 
ECCC keeps playoff hopes alive 


By Marty Stamper 

Special to The Star 
DECATUR — Don't gas 
up the hearse just yet. 
» With their Ars solidly 





Paula Merritt/The Meridian Star 
East Central Community College's Dustin Land hustiles 
toward the sidelines during the first quarter of action 
against Jones County Junior College on Thursday night 
at Bailey Stadium in Decatur. 





: y Brian ‘tee ve pinch Tae fumble 

ght to improve to 2-2 i been plz y injuries Ve snap On fourth-and-1. 
nenees Division and 2.5 and turnovers this vear. | A 21-yard punt return by 
overall. don't care whatourrecord Caleb Porzell to the JCJC 


ECCC trails Copiah-Lin- _is, our football team is a 21 set the Warriors up for 
coln (4-0), Pearl River (3-1) bunchoffightersandthey __ their first touchdown which 
and Gulf Coast (3-1) forthe | showed their character came three plays later ona 


two playoff berths from the time and time again.” 20-yard pass from Dustin 

- division with Hinds (1-2) The Warriors fellinto an Land to Fabian Johnson at 
also still on life support. immediate hole as Malik the goal line with 13:05 left 
However, the Warriors play Lofton returned the inthe second quarter; 
Copiah-Lincoln next week opening kickoff 77 yards Jason Loris added the PAT 
before closing out with foratouchdowntopulthe  fora7-7 tie. 
Southwest Mississippi (0- Bobcats up 7-). Jones Land, who started in 
3), threatened again, driving place of injured qtiarter- 

“We did what we hadto 79 yards to the ECCC 6 seid: 

do,” said ECCC coach only to have quarterback See ECCC on page B2 — 
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back Blake Matherne, finished 12 of 23 
passing for 95 yards in his first action 
on offense since the second game. 

“Dustin Land came in and did a 
tremendous job of just managing the 

game and giving us an opportunity to 
win, win” hnlerson said. “We had two or 
three times where we were backed up 
deep and he moved the ball out and 
gave us room to punt the football and 
give us field position again.” 

An interception and 25-yard return 
by Georgio Grace to the JCJC 15 set the 
Warriors up for their second touch- 
down. A 16-yard run by Land around 
left end gave the Warriors a 14-7 lead 





after Loris’ kick with 5:04 left in the half. 


Jones then used a 55-yard kickoff 
return by Lofton to the ECCC 21 to pull 
even. Lavoris Powell scored ona 10- 
yard burst off right tackle three plays 
later with the PAT by Dylan Sobiesk 
ee iene ahs 14-14 with 1:45 to 

Other than Lofton’s two long kickoff 
Sates the Warriors pretty much kept 
the up. For the night, 





the Bobcats hi 
Jones had 211 total yards with 68 
elon by 143 on an 11- 


soming on 





ECCC took a 17-14 lead into halftime 
ona 31-yard field goal by Loris with 29 
seconds left in the half. The Warriors 


covered 49 yards in eight plays to set up 


the score, Land completed tosses of 17 
yards to Radarius Owens and 12 yards: 
to Johnson on the drive. 
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Jones County Junior College's Kewon 
Hunter swats down the ball as East 
Central Community College's Duane 
Bilbo tries to make the reception 
Thursday night in Decatur. 


Paula 


Jones attempted a tying kick on the 
final play of the half, but Sobiesk’s 50- 
yard try was blocked. 

The Bobcats reached the ECCC 11 
on a 45-yard pass from Toney to Kylan 
Pollard and continued to the 3 where a 
fourth-and-2 toss sweep by DeAnthony 
Pickens was stuffed for a 7-vard loss 
late in the third quarter. 

With Land injured with 11 minutes 
to go in the game, Matherne came in 
and led the Warriors on a 60-yard 
scoring drive capped by a 1-yard touch- 


_ Willis with 3:42 to go for a 24-14 lead. 


Matherne was 2-of3 on the drive for 
16 yards and picked up a key first down 


with a 9vard run. 


Two sacks of Toney gave ECCC the 
ball back at the JCJC 20 with 1:48 left 
the win. 

Jones fell to 2-5 and (44 in the divi- 


sion. 

“At this point, when you face adver- 
sity, you've got to just bow your neck 
and come out swinging and that’s what 
we're doing,” Anderson said. “I'm so 
proud of them.” 
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ECCC quarterback Dustin Land, right, runs during the 
Warriors’ 24-14 win over Jones Thursday night in Decatur. 
Land threw one touchdown pass and ran for another. 


. 

Warriors... 

Continued from 4B... 

Other than Lofton’s two long kickoff 
returns, the Warriors pretty much kept the 
Bobcats hemmed up. For the night, Jones had 
211 total yards with 68 coming on 38 rushes 
and 143 on an 11-of-20 passing effort by 
Toney, who also threw two interceptions. 

“Our defense played lights out,” 
Anderson said. “We played hard and we 
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By Marty Stamper 
Appeal Sports Editor 


Don’t gas up the hearse just yet. 
- With their backs solidly against 
the wall as far as making the 
MACIC state playoffs, the East 
Central Community College 
Warriors knocked off Jones 
County Junior College 24-14 % 


Thursday night in Decatur /~ 
to improve to 2-2 in the 
South Division and 2-5 
overall. 

ECCC J trails — 
Lincoln (4-0), Pearl River (3-1), 


playoff berths from the division. 
However, the Warriors play 
Copiah-Lincoln next week before 
closing out with Southwest 
Mississippi (0-3). 

“We did what we had to do,” 
said ECCC coach Brian Anderson. 
“We've been plagued by injuries 
and turnovers this year. | don’t care 


“Ss =. 


ECCC photo 


Warriors beat Jones 2 


and Gulf Coast (3-1) for the two, 


| 


what our record is, our football 
team is a bunch of fighters and they 
showed their character time and 
time again.” 

The Warriors fell into an immedi- 
ate hole as Malik Lofton returned 
the opening kickoff 77 yards for a 









‘i —<—, touchdown to put Jones up 7-(), 
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Jones threatened again, 
driving 79 yards to the 
ECCC 6 only to have quar- 


\ fumble the snap on fourth- 
‘and-1. 
A 2l-yard punt return by 
Caleb Porzell to the JCJC 21 set the 
Warriors up for their first touch- 
down which came three plays later 
on a 20-yard pass from Dustin 
Land to Fabian Johnson with 13:05 
left in the second quarter. Jason 
Loris added the PAT for a 7-7 tie. 

Land, who started in place of 
injured § quarterback Blake 
Matherne, finished |2-of-23 pass- 
ing for 95 yards in his first action 


hl 





4-14 to stay aliv 











on offense since the second g 
of the season. 

“Dustin Land came in and di 
tremendous job of just managing 
game and giving us an opportunity 
win,” Anderson said. “We had tw 
three times where we were backed 
deep and he moved the ball out 
gave us room to punt the football a 
give us field position again.” 

An interception and 25-y 
return by Georgio Grace to t 
JCJC 15 set the Warriors up 
their second touchdown. A 16-ya! 
run around left end by Land ga} 
the Warriors a 14-7 lead with 5: 
td’ go in the half. 

Jones then used a 55-yard kickc 
return by Lofton to the ECCC 21 
pull even. Lavoris Powell scored on 
10-yard burst off night tackle th 
plays later with the PAT by Dyl 
Sobiesk knotting the battle at 14- 
with 1:45 to go before halftime. __ 

Continued on 5B... 

See Warriors... 


played fast. We didn’t give up much besides 


the kickoff returns. We didn’t kill ourself 


with turnovers. 

“Our kids are still fighting and they’re still 
believing. They played a good football 
game.” 

ECCC took a 17-14 lead into halftime on 
a 31-yard field goal by Loris with 29 seconds 
left in the half. The Warriors covered 49 
yards in eight plays to set up the score. Land 
completed tosses of 17 yards to Radarius 


Owens and 12 yards to Johnson on the drive. 

Jones attempted a tying kick on the final 
play of the half, but Sobiesk’s 50-yard try 
was blocked. 

The Bobcats reached the ECCC II ona 
45-yard pass from Toney to Kylan Pollard 
and continued to the 3 where a fourth-and-2 
toss sweep by DeAnthony Pickens was 
stuffed for a 7-yard loss late in the third quar- 
ter. | 

With Land injured with |! minutes to go 
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in the game, Matherne came in and led th 
Warriors on a 60-yard scoring drive cappe 
by a |-yard touchdown run around right en 
by Brandon Willis with 3:42 to go for a 24 
14 lead. Matherne was 2-of-3 on the drive fc 
16 yards and picked up a key first down wit 
a 9-yard run. 

Two sacks of Toney gave ECCC the ba 
back at the JCJC 20 with 1:48 left and th 
Warriors ran out the clock for the win. 

Jones fell to 2-5 and 0-4 in the division. 
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ECCC AT CO-LIN weekor JU. | 
Wolves clinch 

South title, 

eliminate 

Warriors 


from staff reports 


East Central Community Col 
lege saw its playoff aspirations 
come to a scre halt 
Thursday night as it fell 42-35 to 
Co-Lin in a tightly contestec 
MACIC South Division showdown 
at Stone Stadium in Wesson. 

, Trailing 21-14 at the start of the 
second half, East Central (2-6) got 
things rolling as 
it tied things up 
early in the third 
quarter when 
Blake Matherne 
hooked up with 
Zack Pendleton 
for a 24-yard 
touchdown pass. 

The Wolves 
(7-1) answered 
on running back 
Montrell 
Connor's 6-vard 
scoring run but 
the PAT failed. 

The Warriors 
took advantage, 
marching back 
down the field to 
take a 28-27 lead 
early in the fourth via a yard 
touchdown run from Union 
product Rod Hawkins. 

Unfortunately for East Central, 
that lead would be short lived 

| when Connor reached pay dirt 
APPEARED IN: from 2 yards outt. 
ECCC would never lead again 
CARTH AG i N j A N : as the Wolves Sire lead to 
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. ct pass to make it a 42- vantage. 
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| fourth on a5S-yard scoringrush. CLARION-LEDGER 

Co-Lin jumped out to a 14-0 lead 
in the first half before Matherne 
cut the lead to 7 on a 41-yard 
touchdown pass to Corey Caulier. 
The two feams scores 
to end the first half of 








Land helps ECCC 


secure big victory 


Sophomore Dustin 
Land’s first start as East 
Central Community Col- 
lege’s quarterback was a 
memorable one for the 
Milton, Fla., native, as he 
threw a touchdown pass 
and ran for another in the 
Warriors’ impressive 24- 
14 MACJC South Division 
victory over Jones County 
Junior College Thursday 
at Bailey Stadium on the 
Decatur campus. 

With the win, East 
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Central improved to 2-5 
overall and more impor- 
tantly 2-2 in league play 
and kept alive its hopes 
for making the state play- 
olis. 

The Warriors trail 
their next opponent Copi- 
ah-Lincoln (4-0), Pearl 
River (3-1) and Gulf Coast 
for the two playoff spots 
with Hinds (1-2) also hav- 
ing a shot at post-season 
play. 

ECCC will face South- 
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west (0-3) in the regular 
season finale scheduled 
October 28 in Decatur. 

Land, a 6-1, 210-pound 
product of Milton High 
School, most recently 
started at defensive back 
for EC after earlier shar- 
ing signal calling duties 
with freshman Blake 
Matherne of Boothville, 
La., who has emerged as 
one of the nation’s top 
passers. 

Matherne, a 5-9, 180- 
pound product of Belle 
Chasse High School, was 
injured near the end of 
the Warriors’ loss to Gulf 
Coast the previous week 
and was not expected to 
see much action against 
the Bobcats. 

However, when Land 
was injured early in 
fourth quarter action, 
Matherne came off the 
bench to lead the War- 
riors to a game-clinching 
touchdown and 10-point 


advantage with just 
under four minutes 
remaining. 


Land, who completed 
12 of 20 passes for 106 
yards and the TD strike 


and Matherne, who was ‘SHOBA DEMOCRAT 


three of six for 37 yards, 


were among several War- OTT COUNTY TIMES 
¥ COUNTY JOURNAL 
Bobcats, who dropped to ARION-LEDGER 


riors who had standout 
performances against the 


2-5 and 0-4, 

The Warrior defense 
allowed just 95 yards 
rushing and held Bobcat 
quarterback Tromarcus 
Toney to only 146 yards 
passing, well below his 
average of 214.4 yards 
passing per contest. 
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ECCC Flag Football Puamcalde 


“Brick’s Squad” finished second in the intramural flag football competition held at East 
Central Community College in Decatur. Team members include (kneeling from left) Chris 
Thames, Decatur; Octavius Wallace, Union; Keyshawn Harrison, Decatur; Shunadrick Land- 
fair, Union; DeAngelo Willis, Louisville; and Dimitri Davis, Quitman; and (standing from left) Jay 
Ethridge, Hickory; Demetrius McDougle, Union; Hawkeen Wesiey, Hickory; Reggie Davis and 
A.J. Mapp, both of Decatur; Kenneth Collins, Quitman; and Jackson Therrien, Newton. Coach 


| Scott Hill serves as director of intramurals. (EC Photo) 
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Winston County ‘Warriors’ 

These former Winston County football standouts are members of the 2010 East Centra! 
Community College Warrior squad. From left are offensive linemen (52) Tate Rogers and (73) 
Cottre!l Miller, both products of Louisville High School, and (66) Mackenzie Lee of Nanih 
Waiya. The ECCC football program is led by head coach Brian Anderson, Staff members 
include Blake Frazier, Kyle Watson, Fred Lyons, Derek Pouncey, Keith Houston, Randy Brun- 
son and Jarvis Cole, 

(EC Photo) 
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“\FTB” captured top honors in the intramural flag football competition heid at East Central 
Community College in Decatur. Team members include (kneeling from left) Ray Jordan, Quit- 
eee oak eae nae eae 
Louisville; and (standing from left) Justin Houston, Meridian; Gerald Jett, Riverdale, Ga.; and 
Demarcus Bryant, Jordan Williams, Antrove Hartwell and Elijah Tanksley, all of Meridian. 
Coach Scott Hill serves as director of intramurals. (EC Photo) 
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from school reports 


DECATUR - Pride and a break-even 
mark in the MACJC South Division will be 
on the line for East Central Community 
College’s Warriors who host Southwest 
Mississippi Community 
College in the season 
finale today at 6:30 p.m. 
at Bailey Stadium. 

East Central, 2-6 
overall and 2-3 in league 
play, will also be looking 
for its first victory against the Bears (2-6 
and 0-5) since 2004, when the Warriors 
claimed a 17-6 decision. The Warriors 
were edged 21-20 in last year's battle. 

“This is obviously a very important 
game for our football program,” said first- 
year head coach Brian Anderson. “We 
want to finish the season on a positive 
note and reach the .500 mark in the divi- 
sion, which would be a big improvement 
over 2008 when we did not win a division 
contest. We also want to stop our losing 
‘streak to Southwest, something our 
players have talked about all week.” 

East Central was mathematically elimi- 
nated from post-season play after falling 





42-35 to nationally-ranked and division 
leader Copiah-Lincoln Community Col- 
lege last week in Wesson. The Bears 
earned their first division win by clipping 
Jones County Junior College on Saturday 
in Summit, ) 

In comparing ECCC and Southwest, 
the Warriors have scored 171 points and 
allowed 273, while the Bears have tallied 
140 points and allowed 216. 

East Central's offense is ranked fourth 
overall in the state, averaging 397.3 yards 
per contest. The passing attack is third 
(226.8) and the rushing unit is rated sixth 
(170.5 yards), | 

Freshman quarterback Blake Math- 
erne continues to be ranked among the 
state’s top passers although he missed 
some playing time due to injuries. Math- 
erne is rated sixth in the state, having 
completed 108 of 196 passes for 1,504 
yards (188-yard average) and nine touch- 
downs. He has also thrown nine intercep- 
tions. 

Matherne’s top receivers are freshman 


' Reggie Hall and sophomore Radarious 


Owens, a product of Quitman High 
School. Hall has 29 receptions for 355 
yards and one touchdown. He averages 
12.2 yards per catch. Owens has 26 recep- 


tions for 472 yards and one score. He 
averages 18,2 yards per grab. 

Matherne is also EC’s top rusher, com- 
piling 437 yards on 94 carries, a 4.7-yard 


average per carry. He has five touch- 
downs to his credit Freshman running 
back Bandon Willis, of Philadelphia, has 
accumulated 283 yards on 52 carries and 
has one touchdown. Willis is 5.44 yards 
per carry and 35.4 yards per contest. Rod 
Hawkins, of Union, has 80 rushes for 394 
yards - a 4.93-yard average per carry — 
and has scored five touchdowns. He aver- 
ages 49.3 yards per contest. 

The Southwest offense is ranked 13th 


overall, averaging 288.1 yards per contest. 


The Bears are second in rushing (230,4 
yards) and 14th in passing (92.9 yards). 

Sophomore quarterback Mardavian 
Martin is ranked 14th in passing, com- 
pleting 32 of 61 passes for 471 yards (67.3 
yards per contest) and three touchdowns. 
He has also thrown four interceptions. 

Freshman Vintavious Cooper, who is 
also listed as a quarterback on the Bears’ 
roster, is the team’s top rusher. Cooper is 
ranked 10th in the state, compiling 497 
yards on 94 carries (5.3-yard average per 
carry) and five touchdowns. He averages 
62.1 yards per contest. 
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East Central continues to feature two of 
the state’s top punt return specialists in 
Hall and Caleb Porzell. Hall is third with 
six.attempts for 117 yards, a 19.5-yard 

average. His longest return is 72 yards. 
or#ell is fourth with nine returns for 129 
, an 18.4-yard average. His longest 
‘tis 26 yards. 
On the defensive side of the ball, EC 










s ng defense (185.3 yards per contest) 
sixth overall (294.3 yards per con- 


Freshman linebacker Chris Ficklin 
is the Warrior defense and is ranked 


techs and six assists. Other top EC tack- 

lers include sophomore linebacker Rufus 

we ie with 36 tackles and 18 assists; 
ophomore linebacker Damarcus 

~ is with 35 solo stops and 25 assists. 
hails from Quitman High School. 

het Central's turnover margin is the 
highest in the state at minus-13. South- 
west is next al minus-3. 
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SOUTHWEST AT ECCC 
Warriors 
drop season 
finale to 
Southwest 


By Marty Stamper 
Special to the Star 


DECATUR Bor big sd 
scoring plays and 1/ penalties 
vied coal ly to the East Central 
Community College Warriors as 
they closed out their 2010 season 
with a 20-15 loss to Southwest 
Mississippi Community College 
Thursday night. 
ECCC finished 
2-7 overall and 
2-4 in the 
MACIJC South 
Division. 

"I've never 
seen so many 
penalties in my 
life," said ECCC 
head coach 
Brian 
Anderson. "I'm 
not ever going 
to criticize offi- 
cials, but they 
played a huge 
part in tonight?s 


game. ' 
"T know that wie 


we always 
deserve penal- | 
ties, but it's just a tough way to 
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RO F 
- Our guys playedhard 
enbagt be well enough - win. 
i?s not going toleave a good — 
r= in ne th or any of our 
nouths. ie | 
Mo ate it for the kids that they 
didn't get to go off this field for : 
the last time a winner. And | hate / APPEA 
we didn't get to go 3-3 in the 1 FN , 
South because that is not done oN 
here atEast Central.” | 
The game started like it might 
be a > oe affair. 
overe 
vanes in 14 plays to grab a 7-0 
ead with 8:33 left in the first 
quarter. Quarterback Blake 
Matherne scored on a 1-yard 


See ECCC on page B2 ~~ 








keeper with Jason Loris 
adding the extra point, 

The Bears answered with 
a five-play, 50-yard scoring 
drive to close to within 7-6 
with 5:35 still to go in the 
opening period. Tray 
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covered 45 yards in six plays 
to get the field goal with Rod 

lawkins having an 18-yard 
run and Brandon Willis a 14- 
yard carry. 

Southwest threatened as 
the Bears reached the ECCC 
1], where quarterback Vin- 
tavious Cooper fumbled with 


——>———— 


Bateaste found the end 


Rae ECCC recovering on third 


on a 14-yard run, but the own. 


Warriors blocked Justin 
Holt?s extra point to stay on 
top. Loris added a 26-yard 
field goal to put the Warriors 
up 10-6 with 2:38 remaining 
in the first quarter. ECCC 


Dustin Land stopped 
Bateaste on the two-point 
conversion. ECCC reached 
the Southwest 27, but a 
holding penalty and a sack 
led to a 39-yard punt by 
Daniel Holt to the 1. 

The Warriors held for no 
yardage, but misplayed a 
punt and began from their 
49 with 3:48 left in the 
second quarter and eventu- 
ally punted again to trail 12- 
10 despite outgaining the 
Bears 174-107 in the first 
half. 

Loris put the Warriors 


It was a short reprieve, 
however, as Matherne threw 
an interception five 
plays later that Kendrick 
Causey returned 47 yards to 
put the Bears up 12-10, 


back on top with a 13-12 lead 
with a 38-yard field goal with 
8:44 showing in the third 
quarter. ECCC had to over- 
come two penalties on that 
eight-play, 36-yard drive. 

ECCC forced two punts 
by the Bears only to get a 
block in the back penalty 
on both kicks. 

A 33-yard punt by Daniel 
Holt enabled the Warriors to 
take a 15-10 lead when Chris 
Ficklin dropped Cooper in 
the end zone for a 10-yard 
loss and a safety with 11:55 
left in the game. 
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Membext -of the 2010 East Central Comauiantie cues football team from 
schools in Newton County are (kneeling from left) defensive back Tyler 
Robinson, of Newton County High School; runningback Rod Hawkins, Union; 
and defensive back Gabe Loper, Newton County. Standing are defensive lineman 
Kalvin Smith and offensive lineman Fred Smith, both of Newton County; and 
linebacker Eric Brown and defensive end Timothy Williams, both of Newton. 
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Late touchdown 
over ECCC 


A season-ending victory was 
not to be for East Central 
Community College’s Warriors, 
as back-up Southwest 
Mississippi Community College 
quarterback Mardavian Martin 
of Millbrook, Ala., tossed a 60- 
yard touchdown strike to wide 
receiver Alfred Franklin of 
Kentwood, La., with 2:35 left to 
rally the Bears for a stunning 20- 
15 victory Thursday night at 
Bailey Stadium on the Decatur 
campus. 

East Central, which once 
again was plagued by penalties 
and turnoyers in the MACJC 
South Division battle, complet- 
ed the 2010 campaign at 2-7 
overall and 2-4 in league play, 
while the Bears finished 4-5 and 
were also 2-4 in the division. 

Brian Anderson, who com- 
pleted his first official season as 
Warrior head coach after serving 
on an interim basis in 2009, said 
following the disappointing loss, 
“T’'ve never seen so many penal- 
ties in my life,” in referring to 
the 12 infractions for 95 yards. 


“I’m not ever going to criticize 
officials, but they played a huge 
part in tonight's game. 

“! Know that we sometimes 
deserve penalties, but it’s a: 
tough way to go out. Our guys 
played hard enough and well 
enough to win. It’s not going iat | 
leave a good taste in my mo 
or any of our mouths. 

“| hate it for the kids that they , 
didn’t get to go off this field for! 
the last time as a winner. And | 
hate we didn’t get to 3-3 in the 
South because that is not done 
often here at East Central.” 

The Warriors, who trailed 12- 
10 at halftime, led throughout 
most of the contest and resumed 
the lead at 13-12 following 
Jason Loris’ 38-yard field goal 
with 8:44 left in the third period. 
Loris is a product of Moss Point 
High School. 

East Central extended its 
advantage to 15-12 after stand- 
out linebacker Chris Ficklin, a 
former Scott Central High 
School standout, tackled the 


See ECCC, page 6AA 
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ECCC 
Continued from page 3AA 


_ Starting quarterback 
Vintavious Cooper, for a safety 
with 11:55 remaining in the 
game. 

The Warriors had an opportu- 


nity to add to their slim margin 
on the ensuing possession, driv- 
ing from their 42 to the 


Southwest 19. But Loris’ 36- 


yard field goal attempt with 8:21 
was wide left. 


After an exchange of posses- 


sion, the Bears took over on their 


18 with 3:03 left. Cooper was 
injured after completing a 


seven-yard pass on first down to 
receiver 


Brian Cook of 
La., and was 


Independence, 
replaced by Martin who started 
the game at wide receiver. 


Martin’s first pass was 


incomplete but a pass interfer- 
ence penalty awarded the Bears 
possession on the Southwest 40. 


He connected with Franklin for 
the eventual game-winning 
score on the next play. 


‘Tray Bateaste of Gloster cross- 
ing the goal line from 14-yards 
out with 5:35. left in the first 
period, capping a 12-play, 50- 
yard march. Justin Holt’s PAT 
attempted was blocked and EC 
held a 7-6 advantage. 

East Central scored again on 
its next possession with Loris 
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The Warriors reached the 
Southwest 42 on the ensuing 
possession but turned the ball 
over on downs after coming up 
short on fourth and two. The 
Bears ran out the clock to pre- 
serve the win. 

East Central took an early 7- 
0 lead when quarterback Blake 
Matherne of Boothville, La., tal- 
lied on a one-yard run with 8:33 
left in the opening stanza, cap- 
ping a 14-play, 62-yard drive. 
Loris added the PAT. 

Key plays during the scoring 
drive included Matherne’s 18- 
yard completion to wide receiy- 
er Corey Collier of Tuscaloosa 
to the Southwest 27, followed by 
the Belle Chasse High School 
product’s eight-yard toss on 
fourth and seven to wide receiy- 
er Radarious Owens of 
Quitman, which gave EC pos- 





session on the Southwest 16. 
The Bears scored on the next 


possession with running back 


NES 


Southwest threatened to 
score on its next possession but 
the 58-yard drive ended on EC’s 
14 following Cooper's fumble 
with 12:57 left before halftime. 

The Bears registered a defen- 
sive score a short time later, as 
linebacker Kendrick Causey of 
Gloster picked off a Matherne 
pass and returned the pigskin 47 


yards to pay dirt with 10:10. 


remaining in the half. The two- 
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connecting on a 26-yard field goo 
goal with 2:30 left in the oper 
ing stanza. The Warriors TON | 
great field position to start the 
drive, which began at the EC 48 CLA 
following the Bears’ failed 
onsides kick attempt. However, 
the march stalled at the 
Southwest. nine where the 


point conversion failed, as 
Dustin Land of Milton, Fla., 
sopped Bateaste on the effort, 





Warriors were unable to convert Cilliee wis his top receiver 
a first down on fourth and two. with three catches for 63 yards. 
Owens had six grabs for 52 

yards, 
‘ Matherne also led EC in 
rushing with 92 yards on 12 car- 


ries and one score. 
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Smith, Graves represent NCHS 
in MACJC All-Star Classic 





By Marty Stamper Central. 7% tecting a 56-53 lead, 
Re Cte eis O {pf Biloxi Bulldogs safety Lamar 
PHOS) SHOE Sra} the 14 fj High Johnson intercepted a 
Former Newton MACJC F&F School Grand Rapids pass as the 
County High School team- schools, on Sun- Raiders were driving for a 
mates Fred Smith of East 13 were day. game-tying field goal with 
Central Community repre- I n_ 1:30 to go. 
College and Floyd Graves sented | that Gulf Coast was able to 
of East Mississippi in the | game, run the clock down to 
Community College were all-star Bi — . Gutlf_ eight seconds and scored 
selected to participate in game. Fred Floyd Coast on the final play of the 
last Saturday's 37th- State Smith Genwan jumped game as a flea-flicker by 
annual MACJC All-Star champi- out toa _ the Raiders ended up asa 
Football Classic in on Miss- 20-0 first 1-yard fumble return 
Booneville. issippi Gulf Coast quarter lead en route to touchdown by Bulldog 


Smith is a 6-foot-2, 290- 
pound offensive lineman. 

Graves rushed for 374 
yards on 86 carries with 
six touchdowns as a soph- 
omore for the Lions. In 
addition, he caught 22 
passes for 197 yards and 
one touchdown. 

The North posted a 16- 
0 shutout win to take an 
18-17-2 lead in the series. 

Other representatives 
from East Central on the 
South team were wide 
receivers Radarious 
Owens (5-11, 180) of 
Quitman and Fabian 
Johnson (5-10, 180), of 
Coahoma County High 


School in Clarksdale, and 


offensive lineman Lester 
Jackson (6-0, 290), from 
Tuscaloosa (Ala.) Central 
High School. 

Jones County head 
football eoach Eddie 


APPE Pierce and his staff led 


the South team, while 
Itawamba head coach Jon 


Community College was 
not as the Bulldogs 
defeated Grand Rapids 
(Mich.) 62-53 in the third- 
annual Mississippi Bowl 


the high-scoring win. 
Grand Rapids closed to 
within 49-46 by the end of 
the third quarter. 

With Gulf Coast pro- 


NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 


lineman Mario Stovall as 
time expired. 








CARI Williams and his assis- 
tants led the North.: ay 

NEW Williams is a former 

SPIR assistant coach at East _ 
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ECCC Photo 


Continuing their athletic careers on the uniwersity level are the above East Central Community College football 
players who signed national letters of infent during a ceremony held Wednesday on the Decatur campus. Front 
row, left to right, offensive lineman Alaric Keams, defensive back Gabe Loper, wide receiver Fabian Johnson, 
and wide receiver Radarious Owens. Back row, left to right. Ty Keams, Elijah Loper, Galathia Loper, Mamie 


Walker, and ECCC head football coach Brian Anderson. 


Warriors send four to next level 





from school reports 


Several members of East Central Community Cob 
lege’s 2010 football squad signed national letters-ot 
intent Wednesday on the Decatur 
campus to continue their careers on 
the university level, announced Brian 
Anderson, Warrior head football coach, 

Signees include offensive lineman 
Alarie Keams (6-3, 295), a produetof 
Choctaw Central High School, who inked with 
Northwestern Oklahoma State University; defensive 
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back Gabe Loper (6-4, 195) of Newton County High 
School in Decatur, University of South Alabama; 
wide receiver Fabian Johnson (5-10, 180) of Coa- 
homa County High School in Clarksdale, University 
of North Alabama; and wide receiver Radarious 
Owens (5-11, 180) of Quitman, University of North of 
Nerth Alabama. 

The football standouts will transfer to their 


Tespective universities in Jan. 2011. 


Coach Anderson said additional players are 
expected to receive mid-year scholarships and will 
be announced at a later date. 
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ECCC Football Players Continuing Careers 
East Central Community College football players who signed nation- 
al letters-of-intent during a ceremony held December 15 on the 
Decatur campus are (seated from left) offensive lineman Alaric 
Keams (6-3, 295), of Choctaw Central, who signed with Northwestern 
Oklahoma State University; defensive back Gabe Loper (6-4, 195) of 
Newton County High School, University of South Alabama; wide 
receiver Fabian Johnson (5-10, 180) of Coahoma County High School, 
University of North Alabama; and wide receiver Radarious Owens (5- 
11, 180) of Quitman, University of North Alabama. Standing from left 
are signees’ family members, Ty Keams (father); Elijah Loper 
(nephew), Galathia Loper (sister) and —_ Walker (aunt); and 
Warrior head football coach Brian Anders 
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ECCC’s Ficklin Receives All-American Honors 

Chris Ficklin’s standout season as a member of the 2010 East Central Community 
College football team has once again received national attention as the freshman line- 
backer from Forest has received NJCAA All-American Honorable Mention honors. 

Ficklin (5-11, 195) led the nation in total tackles with 126 —78 solo stops and 48 
assists, He is also credited with six quarterback sacks, two forced fumbles and two fumble 
recoveries. 

Warrior head coach Brian Anderson said Ficklin is not only an outstanding 
football player but also an out- 
standing individual. 

“All of us enjoy coaching great 
players, but) when great players are 
great people, it makes our job even 
more enjoyable,” said Anderson. 
“Chris has set a high standard for 
his level of play and for our entire 
) defense. He is as good a person off 
the field which also sets a standard 
for the rest of our team, Needless 
to say, we are very proud to have 
Chris Ficklin at East Central.” 
Ficklin was earlier selected All-Re- 
gion 23 and MACIJC First Team All- 
State. He was chosen the Warriors’ 
Most Outstanding Defensive Skill 
>> Player at the annual Fall Sports 
Banquet. 
He received NJCAA Defensive 
Player of the Week honors follow- 
tng his performance in the Warriors” 
battle with Northwest Mississippi 
Community College on Sept. 9 in 
Senatobia. 
Ficklin registered 17 tackles — in- 
cluding four stops for mmus yard- 
age — in the 41-26 loss. He was also 
credited with |.5 sacks, a forced 
fumble and a fumble recovery. - 
~~ The defensive standout also re- 
ae se  6RiVed MACIC recognition follow- 
ing the Northwest game and for his performane: e in the Warriors’ 24-14 win over Jones 
County and the 42-35 foss to Copiah-Linec In. Fi cklin had 19 tackles in each contest. 
He is a product of Scott Central High School. where he was chosen best line- 
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Smith (88-87-175) and 
| Cole Harris (91-104=195). 
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Members of East Central Community College’s golf team for 2010 include (first row, from left) Cole Harris 
(Newton County High School), Luke Brown, Neil Pettigrew and Griffin Burke (Neshoba Central); (second row, from 
left) Daniel Moody (Leake Academy), Josh Morehead, Crosby McDonald (Leake Academy) and Matthew Bochan; 
and (top row, from left) Jordan Smith (Union), Trent Travis (Leake Academy) and coach James Moore. Moore | 


serves as golf professional at Forest Country Club, site of the Ecce invitational scheduled Feb; 20-21. 
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“Bast Central-Community Col 
lege’s golf team finished fourth in 
its own invitational tournament 


Golfers from Gulf 
Coast took top inate in the 36- 
hole , competition | 
rounds of 295 and 292 (587) to 
capture their second-straight 
MACIC event of the young sea- 


Northeast finished second at 
396 (298-298), followed by Copé 


ah Lincoln, 61) (307304) and — Club.MG 
East Central614- (309-305); > 

Rounding out the field were East 
- Mississippi. 624 (315-309); North 
west,'625 (308-317); Hinds, 638 
(325-313); Itawamba, 667 G42: te 


525); Jones County, 668 G46 
322); Pearl River, 679 (345-334); 
and Holmes, 720 (365-355). 
Matthew Bochan of Franklin, 
Tenn., led EC by carding rounds 
of 70 and 80 fora 150 total, eight 


over ‘hasan = t ing ged. | 
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Neal Setiney: 155 (81 an both 
of Philadelphia; and Luke Brown 
of Carthage, 155 (79-76), Addi 


held a “tional team members and their 


scores included Jor- 


respective 
artes Biri me 
by firing 85); Crosby McDonald 





and Skyler Dennis, who had 148 
totals, and) Northeast’ players 
Daniel Singh and Stephen Poole, 
each with 147; and Derin Petite 


prey rmancesaccore peer 
= Mississippi, who both each 
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College in Decatur finished 
fifth in a 36-hole event held 
March 8-9, 2009, at 

B en Country Club 
and the Wolf Hollow course 
at Copiah: ac Commu- 
ny he Warrior linksters 
had rounds of 306 and 301 
for a 607 total in the 
season's third MACJC 
(Mississippi Association of 
Community and Junior Col- 
leges) event, won by Mis- 
sissippi Gulf Coast golfers 
who shot 578 (290-288), 
10 over par. 

Trent Travis of 
Carthage led East Central 
with rounds of 75 and 73 
for a 148 total, six over par. 
Other top finishers were 
Griffin Burke of Philadel- 
phia, 151 (76-75); Matthew 
Bochan of Franklin, Tenn., 
153 (77-76); and Luke _ 
peels of Carthage, 155 

78-77). 
: Other Warrior golfers 
and their respective scores 
included Neal Pettigrew of 
Philadelphia, 163 (82-81); 





Cole Harris of Decatur, 169 

(87-82); Jordan Smith of 

Union, 170 (85-85); Daniel 

Moody of reat 176 

93-83); and Jo ore- 

se if Pearl, 188 (92-96). 
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ECCC Netters and Warrior Golfers game 


East Central. Community 
College's tennis teams fell to 


Mississippi Gulf Coast Com-. 


munity College in matches 
played Tuesday, Feb. 23, in 
Biloxi. 

The women were clipped 
7-2 and the Warriors 
dropped a 3-6 decision. 

Sami Elkins of Forest and 
Hannah Peoples of Newton 
County Academy led EC in 
women’s singles by defeat- 
ing Brittany Freeman (6-4, 6- 
3) and Katherine Blair, 6-4,4- 
6,1-0 (10-8), respectively. 

In other results, Elise 
Gibbs of Newton County fell 
to Ruda Grinvalde (6-0, 6-3); 
Abby McMillan of Newton 
County Academy lost to Vic- 
toria Hagel (6-3, 6-2), 
Rachael Ramirez of Forest 
was edged by Megan Terrel 
(6-3, 6-2) ad Ashley Walker 
of Union was clipped by 
Katie King (6-0,6-3). 

In women’s doubles, Gibbs 
and McMillan fell to Grindale 
and Terrel (8-2), Ramirez and 


Peoples lost to Hagel and 
Freeman (8-3) and Elkins and 
Walker were defeated. by 
King and Blair (8-2). 

The Lady Warriors are now 
2-2 on the young season. 

In men’s singles, Jason 
Hancock of Newton County 


in singles, 
Jacobson (6-2, 6-2), In other 
results, Colton Amis of New- 
ton County fell to Kriss 
Baglais (6-2, 6-3), Will 


Marston of Union was 


defeated by Alex Drake (6. 


1,6-2), Zac White of Union 
was edged by LeBlanc (7-5, 7- 
5), Garret Moore of Union 
fell to Taylor Thrash (6-2, 6-4) 
and Matt Griffin of Union 
lost to Tyler Eggers (6-3, 6-2), 

EC took. two of three 
matches in men’s doubles, as 
Marston and Hancock beat 
Leblanc and Travis Ladner (8- 
3) and Griffin and White 
edged Thrash and Eggers (8- 
6). Amis and Smith fell in 
their match with Baglais and 


Drake (8-1). 


East, Central netters sai i" 


to Jones County Junior Col 
— be guests of. Fatih 
Community ( 





Warrior 

Finish Fourth in 
ECCC Invitational 

East Central Community 
College's golf team finished 
fourth in its own invitational 
tournament held Feb. 20-21, 


2010, at Forest Country 


Club 


Golfers from Mississippi 
Gulf Coast took top honors 
in the 36-hole competition 
by firing rounds of 295 and 
ee oe to capture their 





at 596 (298-298), followed 
by Copiah Lincoln, 611 (407- 
304) and East Central, 614 
(309-305). Rounding out the 
field were East Mississippi, 





624 (315-309): Wantiiwead 
625 oka Oona 638 


See mee 
(346-322); Pearl 
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Sonal team members and 


wrapups. 


146 total, four over par. 


their respective. scores McNamara was joinedon the 


included» Jordan Smith of 
Union, 163 (81-82); Trent 


River, 679 Travis of Carthage, 166 (81- 





Matthew Bochan of 
Franklin, Tenn., led EC by 
carding rounds of 70 and 80 
for a 150 total, eight over 
par. Other Scorers included 
Griffin Burke, 154 (79-75) 
and Neal Pettigrew, 155 (81- 
74), both of Philadelphia; 
and Luke Brown of 
Carthage, 155 (79-76). Addi- 


85); Crosby McDonald of 


Carthage, 166 (86-80); Cole 


Harris of Decatur, 166 (87- 
79); and Daniel Moody of 


"Carthage, 189.(94-95). 


The Warrior linksters are 
coached by James Moore, 
golf professional at Forest 
Country Club. 

MGCCC's Colin McNamara 
won medalist honors with 
rounds of 74 and 72 for a 
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All-Tournament team by fel- 
low Bulldog golfers Taylor 


Michie, Richie Williams and 


Skyler Dennis, who had 148 
totals, and Northeast players 
Danie] Singh and Stephen 
Poole, each with 147; and 
Derin Petite of Co-Lin and 


Michael Lauseng of East Mis- 


sissippi, who both each 148. 
The third MACJC golf 
event will be held March 8-9, 
2010, at Wolf Hollow Golf 
Club at Copiah-Lincoln Com- 
munity College in Wesson, 
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TRAVIS 


Golfers representing 
East Central Community 
College in Decatur fin- 
ished fifth in a 36-hole 
event held March 8-9, 
2009, at Brookhaven 
Country Club and the 
Wolf Hollow course at 
Copiah-Lincoln Commu- 
nity College in Wesson. 

The Warrior linksters 
had rounds of 306 and 
301 for a 607 total in the 
season’s third st 
(Mississippi Assoc 





Community and Junior 
Colleges) event, won by 
Mississippi Gulf Coast 


golfers who shot 578 


(290-288), 10 over par. 
Trent Travis of 
Carthage led East Cen- 
tral with rounds of 75 and 
73 for a 148 total, six over 
par. Other top finishers 
were Griffin Burke of 
Philadelphia, 151 (76-75); 


Matthew Bochan of 


Franklin, Tenn., 153 (77- 


76); and Luke Brown of 


Carthage, 155 (78-77). 

Other Warrior golfers 
and their respective 
scores included Neal Pet- 
tigrew of Philadelphia, 
163 (82-81); Cole Harris 
of Decatur, 169 (87-82); 
Jordan Smith of Union, 
170 (85-85); Daniel Moody 
of Carthage, 176 (93-83); 
and Josh Morehead of 
Pearl, 188 (92-96). James 
Moore, golf professional 
at Forest Country Club, 
serves as coach. 
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EC golfers take 5th in MACJC event 


East Mississippi fin- 
ished second in the event 
at 601 (299-302), and 
Northeast (299-302) and 
Copiah-Lincoln (308-295) 
tied for third with 603 _ 
totals. Rounding out the 
field were Northwest, 608 
(310-298); Itawamba, 618 
(317-301); Hinds, 641 
(322-319); Jones County, 
667 (342-325); Pearl 
River, 668 (341-327); and 
Holmes, 685 (358-327). 
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ECCC Warrior Golf Classic Set June 3 in Louisville 


Scholarships for area stu 
dents will once again be the 
top prize when East Central 
Community College holds its 
ninth annual Warrior Golf 
Classic, a fundraising event 
sponsored by the College's 
Alumni Association. 

This year's four-person 
scramble is scheduled Thurs- 
day, June 3, 2010, and will be 
held for the first time at 
Louisville Country Club. Regis 
tration begins at 9 a.m. and 
will be followed by a shot-gun 
start at 10 a.m. 

Last year's tournament was 
held at Philadelphia Country 
Club, and the Dancing Rabbit 
Golf Club served as host for 
six of the previous seven 
years. Forest Country Club 
hosted the event in 2005. 

“After successful events at 
three locations, the Alumni 
Board has decided to continue 
moving the Warrior Classic to 
courses throughout the five- 
county district to allow more 
golfers the opportunity to par- 
ticipate’ said tournament 
coordinator Stacey 
Hollingsworth who serves as 
executive director for Founda- 
tion and Alumni Relations. 
“We've had a great response at 
each location and look for 
ward to a successful tourna 
ment in Louisville” 

Hollingsworth said the 
entry fee for individual players 
is $85, which includes hunch, a 


door prize and the opportuni 
ty to win additional prizes on 
the course, Cart rentals are 
available for $15 per person. 
There is no charge for partici- 
pants who provide their own 
carts. Co sponsorships 
are also available at the fol 


lowing levels: Gold, $500 
(includes entry fee for four 
players and hole sponsor 
ship); Silver, $300 (includes 
fees for two golfers and a hole 
sponsorship); and Bronze, 
$100 (include a hole sponsor 
ship). 

Awards will be presented to 
the Corporate Team champion 
and the top three winners in 
each flight. Since its inception 
in 2002, the Warrior Golf Clas- 
in scholarship monies for stu- 
dents residing in Leake, 
Neshoba, Newton, Scott and 
Winston counties. 

For more information, con- 
tact Stacey Hollingsworth at 
ECCC, 601-635-2111 or call 
toll free, 877-462-3222, ext. 
327, Her e-mail address is 
sholling@eccc.edu. 

ECCC golfers finish 
among top teams 

East Central Community 
College's golf team finished in 
the top five following partict- 
pation in MACJC tournaments 
held. Monday and Tuesday, 
March 29-30, 2010, at Hillan- 
dale Country Club in Corinth. 

The Warrior _ linksters 
placed fifth with a 301 score 
in the first 1$-hole event, won 
by Copiab-Lincoln Commun 
ty College at 295. Mississippi 
Gulf Coast finished runner-up 
at 298, followed by East Mis- 
sissippi and Northeast, which 
tied at 299; Northwest, 306; 
Itawamba, 311; Holmes, 326, 
and Hinds, 335. 

Trent Travis of Carthage led 
EC with a two over par 73. 
Other scorers were Griffin 
Burke of Philadelphia, 75; 
Luke Brown of Carthage, 76; 
Neal Pettigrew of Philadel- 
phia, 77; Matthew Bochan of 
Franklin, Tenn.,78; and Crosby 
McDonald of Carthage, 82. 


APPEARED IN: 


CARTHAGINIAN 
NEWTON COUNTY APPEAL 


SPIRIT OF MORTON ___ _ 








MERIDIAN STAR 





NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 


WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL y NL 


CLARION-LEDGER 











EC Warrior golf tourney Friday 


The third annual East 
Central Community College 
Warrior Golf Tournament 
will be held Friday at Forest 
Country Club, announced 
Brian Anderson, ECCC head 
football coach. | 

“We are certainly looking 
forward to this year’s event 
and hope our Warrior foot- 
ball fans can join us for a fun 
day of golf,” said Anderson. 
“The tournament is one of 
our annual fundraising proj- 
ects and we very much 
appreciate all the support we 
receive for our football pro- 


gram. 

Registration for the three- 
person scramble is set for 8 
a.m. and will be followed by 
a 9 a.m. shotgun start. 

_ Entry fee is $105 per 
three-person team or $35 per 
player. Two mulligans per 


APPEARED IN: 


player will also be available 
for$5 each. — 

Lunch is included in the 
tournament fee and door prizes 
will also be awarded. 

For more information, 
contact coach Brian 
Anderson (601-635-6290), 
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coach Kyle Watson (601- 
635-6348) or coach Derek 
Pouncey (601-635-6244), 
Their e-mail addresses are 
banderson@eccc.edu, kwat- 
son@ecce.edu and 
dpouncey@eccc.edu. 
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Palm Valley Golf Chu in 


rounds of 74 and 77 for a 
two-day total of 151, seven 
over pat, and was named to 
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-ECCC Warrior Golf Classic Nets $5,800 for Scholarships 
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from school reports tournament's inception. 
Scholarships are presented 
Several area students during the annual AT&T 
will receive financial assis- | Scholarship Appreciation 
tance to attend East Cen- Luncheon held each 
tral Community College in | summer on the Decatur 
Decatur following another campus. 
successful Warrior Golf Cox and Associates 
Classic. Insurance took top honors 
This year's event, held —_ in the 2010 competition 
June 3 at Louisville and was also the corporate 
Country Club, netted division winner with a 20- 
$5,800 in scholarship funds under par 52. Team mem- 
for entering freshmen bers included Aubry Cox, 
residing in ECCC's five: Jimmy Bell and Larry Wag 
county district, according —_ goner, all of Carthage; ij 
to tournament coordinator Bob Jordan of Kosciusko. 
Dr. Stacey Hollingsworth, The Coley Chambliss 
executive director forfoun- team finished second with 
dation and alumni rela- a 56. Team me 
tions. included Coley Chambliss, 
Dr. Beer said Hal Nowell and Robert 
20 teams participated in Tranum, all of Louisville, 
the four-person scramble, | and Bo Welch of Union. 
sponsored since 2002 by The Howard Industries 
the ECCC Alumni Associa- team also shot 56 but fin- 
tion ished third in the champi- 
"The 2010 Warrior Golf so flight following a 
Classic was another great scorecard playoff. Team 
event for our members included Rusty 
ciation," said Dr. Thoms of Madison, Mark 
Hollingsworth. "We are so Power of Pearl, Jake Hill of 
appreciative to all partici- Louisville and J.D. 
pants, corporate and hole —_— Robinson of Raymond. 
sponsors, volunteers and Also competing in the 
staff at Louisville Country | championship flight and 
Club for another suc- posting a 57 were the 
cessful tournament." Newton County Bank team 
Dr. Hollingsworth said (Joel Nelson and Ted 
approximately $33,000 in Whittle, both of Newton; 
scholarship monies have David Burt of ieaory and 
been awarded since the Allen Massingill of 
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Meridian), and the Van 
Chancellor and 

Crowson Auto World team 
(Heze Chancellor and Reid 
Ivester, both of 

Louisville, and Gayden 
Bell and Brandon Fed- 
erick, both of Carthage). 


FIRST FLIGHT 

The First Financial 
Bank team carded a 58 to 
win first flight honors. 
Team members included 
Billy Mack Stuart, Brad 
Ogletree, Terry Thomas 
and John Gregory, all of 
Carthage. First flight run- 
ners-up were Glynn 
Griffing and Associates, 
also with a 58. Team mem- 
bers were Glynn Griffin 
and Brent Walker, both of 
Jackson, Dr. Milton Walker 
of Brandon and Haywood 
Reeves of Forest. Fin- 
ishing third in the first 
flight with a 58 were the 
Chet Hailey team, whose 
members included Chet 
Hailey of Philadelphia, Ken 
Hisaw of Louisville, and 
Jeff Jones and Jay Bradley, 
both of Starkville. 

Also competing i in the 
first flight were the SIVAD, 
Inc./ECCC Workforce 
Team (Chris Clark and 
Ronnie Westbrook, both of 
Decatur; and Roger Whit- 


(Robert Thomas and 
Jerry Brantley, both of 
Philadelphia; Derrell 
Thomas of Mobile, Ala.. 
and Bill Lundy of Conway, 
Ark,), each with a 60 score; 
Community Bank (Steve 
Gibson, Randy Gibson, 
Dave Gibson and Vance 
Cox, all of Forest) and The 
Citizens Bank of Philadel- 
phia (Ken Jones, James 


Jones, Rusty Barnett and 


: ly McElhenney, all of 
Decatur), each with a 61; 
and Applied GEO Tech- 
nologies, Inc. (Grant Ben, 
Bobby Tubby and Jason 
Grisham, all of Philadel- 
phia: and James Robinson 
of Choctaw), 62. 


SECOND FLIGHT 

Main Street Junction II 
won the second flight with 
a 63. Team members 
included Neil Pettigrew of 
Philadelphia and Michael 
Graham, Joey Walters and 
Brad Breland, all of Union. 
Second flight runners-up 
were members of the Bul- 
lock Toyota team (Terry 
Bullock of Louisville, 
Scotty Stephens of 
Meridian, Mickey Fowler 
of Kosciusko and Eric 
Parker of Starkville), 63; 
and placing third were the 
Drs. John and Betsy Mann 
team (John and Betsy 





lock and Joseph Knight, Mann and Dale Joyner, all 

both of Union) and the of Philadelphia and Allen 

Robert Thomas team Parkes of Union) with a 65. 
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ALLEN PARKS, DALE JOINER, 
Betsy & JOHN MANN 


" 8 


MICHAEL GRAHAM, BRAD BRELAND _ MICKEY FOWLER, SCOTTY STEPHENS 


& JOEY WALTERS & Eric PARKER 


Rusty THomMs, MARK POWER 
& J. D. ROBINSON 


= . - ee = —- rus gl , i 
JIMMY BELL, BoB JORDAN, AUBRY COX BiILLy MACK STUART, JOHN GREGORY, 


: & LARRY WAGGONER BRAD OGLETREE & TERRY THOMAS 





- ECCC Warrior The ninth annual East Central Community College Warrior Golf Classic 


was held in June at the Louisville Country Club. The event was sponsored 


' : bcc = : : | ; i : 
. by the ECCC Alumni Association. The Warrior Golf Classic provides 
Go C assic scholarships for entering freshmen residing in the college's five-county 
district. This year's Classic netted $5,800 in scholarship funds. East 


Story & photos submitted | z f 
| Central serves Leake, Neshoba, Newton, Scott and Winston counties. 


* 





ECCC GOLFERS 


week or [UGUS? “12a 
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Members of East Central Community College’s golf team for 2010 include (first row, from 
left) Cole Harris, a product of Newton County High School; Luke Brown, Carthage; Neil Petti- 
grew, Scott Central; and Griffin Burke, Neshoba Central; (second row, from left) Danie! 
Moody, Leake Academy; Josh Morehead, Pearl; Crosby McDonald, Leake Academy; and 
Matthew Bochan, Franklin (Tenn.) High School; and (top row, from left) Jordan Smith, Union; 
Trent Travis, Leake Academy; and Coach James Moore. Moore serves as a golf professional at 


Forest Country Club. 
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JUCO GOLF 
Clark named 
Warriors’ 
golf coach 


from school reports 
DECATUR — Chris 
Clark was recently named 
golf coach at East Central 
Community College, 
announced Warriors ath- 
letic director Chris Harris. 
Clark is a former golf 
standout . 
at ECCC 
where hé 
received _ 
MACIC 
All-State 


honors as 


a 
freshman 
in 1983-84 

and was | 
also rec- 
ognized 
as state medalist. He was 
chosen on the NJCAA All- 
“ie 23 Team in 1984- 


” Clark i is following in the 
footsteps of his father, Joe 
Clark, who led the ECCC 
golf program for 30 of his 
34 years on staff. He 
ae as golf coach in 

In addition to responsi- 
bilities as golf coach, Clark 
will continue to serve the 
College as workforce 
development coordinator, 
a position he has held 
since fall 2002. 

A graduate of Decatur 
High School, Clark holds 
an associate's degree in 
business administration 





ness Sadist from 
the University of Southern 
<< Mississippi. 





WEEK OF 


Announces 
Soccer 
Tryouts 

Tryouts are sched- 
uled for East Central Commu- 
nity College’s 2010 soccer — 

teams, announced Kenneth 
‘Thompson, head coach. 

Tryouts for the 
men’s team will be held Tues- 
day, Feb. 9, and activities for 
the women’s squad are set for 

Wednesday, Feb. 10. Tryouts 


start at 2 p.m. each day. 
Coach Thompson 


said participants need to pro- 

vide their own gear for the try- 

outs. , 

For more informa- 

tion, contact Coach Kenneth 

Thompson, 601-635-6370 or 

e-mail kthompson@eccc.edu. 
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NEW ECCC SOCCER WARRIORS 


Newton County High School soccer standouts Kyle Dunkerson (seated second from left) 
and Tyler Reeves are shown signing national jetters-of-intent to continue their careers in 
2010 as Warriors at East Central Community College in Decatur. Dunkerson has been on 
the soccer team for two years. Reeves, a five-year team member, received All-Division 
honors in 2008, Also seated are (from left) Kenneth Thompson, ECCC soccer coach; and 
Steven Sollie, Cougar soccer coach. Standing from left are signees’ parents, Angela 
Kyzar, and Kent and Beth Reeves. 
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ECCC PHOTO 


ECCC WOMEN'S SOCCER SIGNEES 
These soccer standouts at Newton County High School are shown signing national let- 
ters-of-intent to continue their careers at East Central Community College in Decatur. 
Joining the Warriors for the 2010 season are (seated from left) Sam Cooley, goalkeeper; 
Nikki Cumberland, defender; Emily Lucy, defender/midfielder; Wendy McCracken, for- 
ward/goalkeeper; and Carrie Rushing, midfielder/forward. Cooley has been a member of 
the Cougar soccer team for one year. Cumberland, a five-year team member, received 
All-Division honors in 2007, 2008 and 2009 and was named the Cougars’ most valuable 
defensive player award in 2008. Lucy, a six-year team member, made the All-Division 
team in 2008 and 2009. McCracken, also a six-year team member, received the team's 
goalkeeper award and was named honorable mention All-Division, both in 2009. Also | 
seated is Chad Bond, Cougar soccer coach. Standing from left are signees’ parents, 
Shannon and Stephanie Cooley; Jeff Cumberland and Donna Hemphill; William and 
Tamara Lucy; Penny McCracken; and Karla and Randy Rushing. Also standing is Ken- 
neth Thompson, ECCC soccer coach. 
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EC PHOTO 
Gulfport High School soccer standout Erik Dries (seated center) has signed a national letter of intent to continue his 
career at East Central Community College in Decatur. Dries, a defender, helped lead Gulfport to the Class 6A State 
Championship this past season and the runner-up title in 2009. He is projected to play midfield for the Soccer War- 
riors, who are coached by Kenneth Thompson (seated at right). Also pictured is Dries’ mother, Ange Dries. The 
ECCC signee is also the son of Erik Dries, Sr., a member of the U.S. Navy recently deployed to Spain. 
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Academic excellence has again been 
achieved by the East Central Community College 
women’s soccer program. The 2009 squad was 
named NJCAA Women’s Soccer Academic Team of 
the Year, after earning a 3.45 grade point average 
for the fall 2009 term. The Lady Soccer Warriors 
edged Navarro College of Corsicana, Texas, for 
the prestigious honor. Navarro posted a 3.43 GPA. 
The Lady Bulldogs of Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College finished third with a 3.42 
GPA. Itawamba Community College was also 
among the top academic teams and finished 
ninth with a 3.29 grade point average. ECCC pre- 
viously won the top academic award in 2005 with 
a 3.51 GPA and finished fifth (3.24 GPA) in 2006, 
fourth (3.26 GPA) in 2007 and sixth in 2008 (3.31). 
The Lady Soccer Warriors are featured in the lat- 
est issue of JUCO Review, the official publication 
of the National Junior College Athletic 
Association, in recognition of the award. Team 
members and their respective high schools 
include, from left, seated, 
forward/midfielder/keeper Laurel Burnett, 


SPIRIT OF MORTON | = 
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ECCC soccer team adriis NICAA academic award 











Neshoba Central; defender Kathyrn White, 
Northeast Lauderdale; forward Jessy Harrison 
and midfielder Monica Vincent, both of Newton 
County; midfielder/team captain Alanna 
Fairchild, Neshoba Central; and midfielder 
Marcia Guerreiro, Richland; kneeling, midfielder 
Liz Withers, Neshoba Central; defenders Lisa 
Tubby of Philadelphia and Sarah Costello of 
Northeast Lauderdale; midfielder/forward Polly 
Vaughn, Newton County; defender Jasmine 
Buclon, New Albany; and midfielder Mamie 
Shannon, a home-schooled student of Union; and, 


standing, Kenneth Thompson, head coach; 
Brooke White, assistant coach; 
midfielder/defender Jacqueline Pionan, 


Jerupang International, Labuan, Malaysia; keep- 
ers/defenders Brandy Greer of Carthage and 
Brooke Boulton of Newton County; and managers 
Jarvis Jordan of Long Beach and Jesus Martinez 
of Grenada; and Kayla Moorehead, East Rankin 
Academy. Not pictured is keeper Anna-Rose 
Blaylock of Newton County Academy. (EC Photo) 
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Hast Central Community College 7-A- Side Soccer Camps. 


| Fast Central Community College is ECCC soccer coach. camp Saturday, June 12. a cam 

abst Cet ollege p Tshirt. of the winning team. 
“again hosting oan geome Competition for high school boys Seance begins at 9 am. for A trophy will be awarded to the = For more information, “contact 
Soccer camps on the Decatur cam- is scheduled Saturday, June 5 and will each camp. Cost is $20 per camper, overall camp champion and medal- Coach Kenneth Thompson, 601-635- 
pus, announced KennethThompson, _ be followed by the high school girls’ which includes i insurance, lunch and lions will be presented to members AT or 601-938-3271. 
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New ees Warrior Soccer Ripices 
Joining the East Central Community College women’s soccer program for the 2010 campaign are the 
above student-athletes from Newton County High School. Seated from left are defender Cayla Engle, 
midfielder Laci Hand and defender Nikki Cumberland, and (standing) midfielder Emily Lucy, forward 


Wendy McCracken, midfielder Carrie Rushing, and keeper Samantha Cooley. Kenneth Thompson serves 
as soccer head coach. 
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NEW ECCC SOCCER WARRIORS 


New members of the East Central Community College men's soccer team for 2010-11 were recognized during a ceremony 
held recently on the Decatur campus. Seated from left are defender Tyler Reeves, a product of Newton County High 
School; midfielder/defender Colby Fulton, defender Marshall White and midfielder Josh Scafide, all of Long Beach; and 
defender/midfielder Erik Dries, Gulfport. Standing from left are forward Frederick Davis, Jackson Jim Hill; defender Joey 
Lawn, West Lauderdale; forward/midfielder Matthew Hill, Pensacola (Fla.) Catholic; defender Kyle Dunkerson, Newton 
County; position player Miquel Lewis, Forest; and keeper Chad Mangum, Oak Hill Academy. Other new players but not pic- 
tured include midfielder Wayne O'Neal of Long Beach, forward/midfielder Miquel Medrano of East Ascension High School 
in Gonzales, La., and defender/forward Spencer Cash of Lake. Kenneth Thompson serves as soccer head coach. 
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Shaw Inks ECCC Soccer Scholarship 
Kelsey Shaw (seated) of Forest is shown signing a national letter of intent to play 
soccer at East Central Community College in Decatur. Shaw, a 2010 graduate of 
Lake High School, has seven years experience in recreational soccer. Also pictured | 
are (standing from left) her parents, Elvis and Sandra Shaw of Forest, and ECCC 
soccer coach Kenneth Thompson. 
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ECCC PHOTO 


ATHLETES RECEIVE SOCCER SCHOLARSHIPS 


Former East Rankin Academy student-athletes Kristen Grace Nettles (seated left) and Taylor Lynch are shown signing 
national letters of intent to play soccer at East Central Community College in Decatur. Nettles, a 5-5 midfielder, was a two- 
year participant in high school soccer and has five years experience in recreational league competition. Taylor, a 5-7 
defender, has four years of soccer experience. She is also the recipient of All-Star and most improved honors. Pictured with 
the new Lady Soccer Warriors are (standing from left) are the signees’ parents, Troy and Anita Nettles of Forest and Melis- 
sa Lynch of Morton, and Kenneth Thompson, ECCC soccer coach. 
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ECCC soccer squads host Co-Lin in sea 


from school reports 


Competition gets under 
way today for the East Cen- 
tral Community Co 
soccer squads who take on 
Copiah-Lincoln Community 
College in non-division 
match-ups starting at 2 p.m. 
on the Decatur campus. 

East Central continues its 
homestand by entertaining 
Southwest Mississippi Com- 
munity College on Tuesday. 
Game times are 2 and 4 p.m. 
The Soccer Warriors host 
Wallace State at 2 p.m. on 
Sept. 3. 

ECCC soccer coach Ken- 
neth Thompson said expec- 


new season in a new divi- 
sion. For the first time, 
ECCC soccer teams are 


members of the MACIC 
North Division ial, Me Me 
Holmes, Itawamba, Hin 
and Northwest. The Sut 
Division includes Gulf 
Coast, Co-Lin, Southwest, 
Jones County and Pearl 
River. | 
“I'm impressed with the 

talent level ofbothteams, « 
even though each squad is 
mostly composed of 
freshmen,” Thompson said. 

“Byeryone i is really working 
hard toward the same 
goal....which is to have a 
successful season.” 

Defender Brooke 

Boulton is the top returnee 
for the East Central women. 
Boulton was an MACIC Al- 
State selection and received 
the team’s Golden Boot 
Award. She is a product of 
Newton County High 
School. | 


Other sophomores 
include forward Laurel Bur- 
ria oduct of Neshoba 

al High School; mid- 
qe Monica Vincent and 
Jessy Harrison, and mid- 
fielder/forward Polly 
Vaughn, all products of 
Newton County High 
School; and defender 
Kathryn White of Northeast 
Lauderdale High School; 
and keeper Anna-Rose Blay- 
lock of Newton County 
Academy. 

Burnett was an All-Dis- 
trict goalie and forward at 
Neshoba Central. Vincent, 
who received the Warriors’ 
hustle award last season, 
served as a team captain at 
Newton County in addition 
to receiving first team All- 
District honors. She also 
received the Cougar award. 
Harrison was also an AlL-Dis- 


i 
hy 


trict selection at Newton 
County and received most 
improved player ad captain 
awards. | 

_ Freshman players 
include midfielder/forward 
Carrie Rushing, midfielders 
Laci Hand and Emily Lucy, 
defenders Nikki Cumber- 
land and Cayla Engle and 
forward/keeper Wendy 
McCracken, all of Newton 
County High School; 
fielder Kelsey Shaw, an 
defender Taylor Lynch pu 
midfielder Kristen Grace 
Nettles. 

Hand was an All-District 
selection and Lucy received 
the honor on three os 
sions. Cumb 
made All-District i in addition 
to receiving most valuable 
defensive player and most 
improved awards, 
McCracken was cf ‘semirst 


returnee er the Bast 
tral men. 

Other sophedirdl 
include defender Justin 





Hutson, and ineper! 


Walker served as te 
tain for the Cougars 





ficah 
McKee of West Lauderdale. 

Stewart received the best 
forward award at Grenada. 


Cap- 


d 


received the Senior Award. 


Hutson was named 
offensive player at 


reshmen include for- 
wards Frederick Davis, 


Matthew Hill, Miguel Lewis 
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"midfielders Josh Seafide, 
Miguel Medrano, Kyle 
Dunkerson and Aaron 
Scoggin, both of Newton 
County; Wayne O'Neal and 
ey: Fulton; defenders 
Erik Dries, Joey Lawn of 
West Lauderdale, Tyler 
Reeves of Newton County, 
Chris Johnson and Marshall 
White; forward/midfielder 
Jared Walker and keepers 
Chad Magnum and Jacob 
Scoggin of Newton County. 
Scoggin twice received 
All-District honors and was 
named District MVP in 2009 
and most valuable offensive 
player in 2008. He was also 
twice named the Cougars’ 
most valuable offensive 
player. Lawn was a second 
team All-District selection at 
West Lauderdale and 
pence Rooks of the Year 


SPIRIT 
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ECCC Soccer Warriors 
Members of the East Central Community College men’s soccer team for 2010 
include (seated from left) defender Justin Huguet, forwards Fredrick Davis 
and Ben Stewart, midfielders Josh Scafide and Alejandro Chavez, midfielder 
Jackson Therrien, and forwards Matthew Hill and Eric Dries; (kneeling) man- 
agers Jesus Martinez and Kayla Moorehead, defender Joey Lawn, midfielders 
David Galvin, Miguel Medrano, and Zach Hutson, forward Miguel Lewis, 
defenders Chris Johnson and Tyler Reeves, midfielder Kyle Dunkerson, and 
manager Kyle Gentry, and (standing) head coach Kenneth Thompson; mid- 
fielder Wayne O’Neal, and defenders Colby Fulton and Marshall White, keep- 
ers Micah McKee and Chad Mangum, defender Aaron Scoggin, forward/mid- 
fielder Jared Walker, defender Joey Walker, and manager Jarvis Jordan. — 
EC photo 
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ECCC Cade Hedin asters 
Members of the East Central Community College women’s soccer team for 2010 include 
(seated, from left) forward Laurel Burnett, of Neshoba Central; defender Kathryn White, 
Northeast Lauderdale; midfielder/forward Carrie Rushing, midfielder Monica Vincent, for- 
ward/keeper Wendy McCracken, and midfielders Laci Hand and Jessy Harrison, all of 
Newton County; (kneeling) managers Jesus Martinez of Grenada and Kayla Moorehead of 


Morton; midfielders Polly Vaughn of Newton County and Kelsey Shaw, of Lake; defender 
Nikki Cumberland, midfielder Emily Lucy and defender Cayla Engle, all of Newton County; 
and (standing) managers Jarvis Jordan of Long Beach and Kyle Gentry of Neshoba Central; 
defender Taylor Lynch, East Rankin Academy; keeper Anna-Rose Blaylock of Newton 
County Academy; defender Brooke Boulton, Newton County; midfielder Kristen Grace 
Nettles, East Rankin Academy; and head coach Kenneth Thompson. 





EC photo 
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Sophomore Lady Soccer Warriors Honored 


Sophomores on the 2010 East Central Community College women’s soccer team were 
honored at the annual Fall Sports Banquet held Tuesday, Nov. 30, 2010, in Mabry Memo- 
rial Cafeteria on the Decatur campus. Seated from left are midfielder Monica Vincent, a 
product of Newton County High School; forward Laurel Burnett, Neshoba Central; and 
keeper Anna-Rose Blaylock, Newton County Academy. Standing from left are midfielder 
Jessy Harrison, NCHS, and manager Kayla Morehead of Morton, a product of East Rankin 
Academy. Sophomores not pictured include midfielder Kathryn White of Northeast Lau- 
derdale, wing/midfielder Polly Vaughn and defender Brooke Boulton, both of NCHS, Ken- 
neth Thompson serves as head coach, (EC Photo) 
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Soccer team honored 
Above are members of the 2010 East Central Community College men’s soccer team 
who received various honors at the annual fall sports banquet held recently. Seated, 
from left, are forward Erik Dries of Gulfport, Golden Boot and hustle awards: and keep- 
er Chad Mangum of Oak Hill Academy in West Point, Warrior Award. Standing from left 
are midfielder Jackson Therrien of Newton County Academy, team captain; defender/for- 
ward/midfielder Joey Walker of Newton County High School, Scholar Athiete; and mid- 
fielder Aaron Scoggin of NCHS, MACJC All-State. (EC Photo) 
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ECEC SOFTBALL 





hopes to 
continue 


successful 
ways in 2010 


from school reports 


DECATUR — After six 
successful years of leading 
the East Central ( community 
College women’s softball pro- 
gram, head coach Scott Hill 
is hoping the 2010 squad will 
accomplish what no other 
team has yet to achieve: a 
championship season. 

If the fall campaign is an 
indicator for success; then 
this just might be the year for 
Warrior softball. The first 
test of 2010 is Feb. 19, when 
East Central takes on Missis- 

sippi Delta Community Col- 
aoe in a doubleheader begin- 
ning at 1 p.m. on the Decatur 


awe | had a really good fall 
campaign,” Hill said. “We 
were satisfied with the way 
we played in the fall with this 
team and hope that we will be 
able to carry that over to this 
spring.” 
Hill, whose overall record 
at ECCC i is 190-82 and 
includes three MACJC Cen- 





. ji ae ~— J 
) nn u - A on was divided into 
divisions. East Central has 
advanced to postseason play 

CARTHAGINIAN ___ eee season during Hill's 

: j L Hill said th k to suc- 
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Buckley : so plays shortstop; 
alone, first or third base; 
Smith, tt 
All four hurlers had 
accomplished careers at their 
respective high schools. 
Bailey's honors include 
receiving “Player of the 
Clana datum Yodo aes 
on- r. 

named All-State and All-Dis- 
trict and received pitching, 
RBI and team captain awards. 
She helped lead the Cougars 
to five state championships. 

Malone was named best | 
offensive player. Smith was 
named to All-District and All- 

Clarion Ledge CPlaver of th 

on- er er of the 

Week.” She also received 
oe offensive player and 

(earned run average) 
pei 
In addition to a strong 
pitching staff, Hill said he is 
also “blessed” with a talented 
frroup of returnees and other 
shmen. 
Sophomore squad mem- 
are first baseman Brit- 
dite Cochran, a Sei of 

Newton County a School; 
third baseman Hai 
Chisolm, second baaniitan 
Sierra Farlow and outfielder 
Emily Breland, all products 
of Neshoba Centra High 
— ool; left fielder Hannah 

Lee of Leake Academy; and 
catcher Paige Holsen of 

Union. 

_ Cochran, a first-team All- 
State selection as a freshman, 
is the top returning slugger 
with a .361 batting average 
and 28 RBIs. She had two 
home Fens, FeO triples and a 
pair of doubles. She also 
scored 25 runs. Cochran was 
selected the Warriors’ best 
offensive player in 2009, 

Holsen had a .236 batting 
ave and 18 RBIs. She col- 
wire St ons eal 
) es and score 
Se aang ill 
“With a talent-laden squ Pa 
ready to take the fieldin MES 


2010, 
SE I ORNAL 


season 
“I think this teams feels 2 

~ they can compete well,” 

“We know that it is 
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LA duo signs FCCC softball offers 


Leake Academy softball stand- recognition and serves as team cap- 
outs Layna Phillips, seated second tain. Also seated are Kristin Chaney 
from left, and Haelie Allen, seated (left), ECCC assistant softball coach, 
third from left, both outfielders, are and Scott Hill, ECCC head softball 
shown signing national letters of coach. Standing from left are 
intent to continue their athletic Phillips’ parents, Destry and Lisa 
careers at East Central Community Phillips of Lena; Doug Jones, Leake 
College in Decatur. Phillips is an Academy head softball coach; and 
All-District selection and received Allen’s parents, Kathy and David 
the captain award. Allen has Allen of Ludlow. (EC Photo) 
received All-District and All-Star 
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Lady Diamond Warriors hoping st success breeds success 


After six successful years of 
leading the East Central Com- 
munity College women’s soft- 
ball program, head coach 
Scott Hill is hoping the 2010 
squad will accomplish what 
no other team has yet to 
achieve: a championship sea- 
son. 

If the fall campaign is an 
indicator for success; then 
this just might be the “year” 
for Lady Warrior softball. The 
first test of 2010 is Friday, 
Feb. 19, when East Central 
takes on Mississippi Delta 
Community College in dou- 
bleheader action beginning 
at 1 p.m.on the Decatur cam- 
pus. 

“We had a really good fall 
campaign,’ Hill said.“We were 
satisfied with the way we 
played in the fall with this 
team and hope that we will 
be able to carry that over to 
this spring” 

Hill, whose overall record 
at ECCC is 190-82 and 
includes three MACJC Central 
Division titles, knows compe- 
tition will again be tough this 
year, as teams are once again 
divided into North and South 
divisions for the second- 
Straight year. During previ- 
ous seasons, Competition Was 
divided into North, Central 
and South divisions. East Cen- 
tral has advanced to post-sea- 
son play each season during 
Hill's leadership. 

Hill said the keys to suc- 
cess in the “extremely com- 


petitive” South Division begin 
with his pitching staff. 

“It appears we will be able 
to rely on our pitching to 
keep us in games and give us 
a chance to be successful, 
Hill said.“That will be so key 
in our ability to advance out 
of the extremely competitive 
MACJC South Division.” 

Surprisingly, this year’s 
pitching staff includes all 
freshmen: Taylor Bailey, a 
product of Bowie High 
School in Austin, Texas, and 
former standout at Southeast 
Lauderdale High School; 
Kasie Buckley, Newton Coun- 
ty High School; Morgan Mal- 
one, Madison Central; and 
Shelby Smith, Union. Buckley 
also plays shortstop; Malone, 
first or third base; and Smith, 
third base. 

All four hurlers had accom- 
plished careers at their 
respective high schools. 

Bailey’s honors include 
receiving “Player of the 
Week” récognition by The 
Clarion-Ledger, Buckley was 
named Al-State and Al-Dis- 
trict and received pitching, 
RBI and team captain awards. 
She helped lead the Lady 
Cougars to five state champi- 
onships. Malone was named 
best offensive player. Smith 
was named to All-District and 
AllStar teams and chosen a 
Clarion-Ledger “Player of the 

Jeek.” She also received best 
offensive player and ERA 
(earned run average) awards. 


In addition to a strong 

ing staff, Hill said he is 

also “blessed” with a talented 

group of returnees and other 
freshmen. 

Sophomore squad mem- 
bers are first baseman Brit- 
tany Cochran, a product of 
Newton County High School; 
third baseman Hailey 
Chisolm, second baseman 
Sierra Farlow and outfielder 
Emily Breland, all products of 
Neshoba Central High 
School; left fielder Hannah 
Lee of Leake Academy; and 
catcher Paige Holsen of 
Union. 

Cochran, a first-team All 
State selection as a freshman, 
is the top returning slugger 
with a .461 batting average 
and 28 RBls. She had two 
home runs, two triples and a 
pair of doubles, She also 
scored 25 runs. Cochran was 
selected the Lady Diamond 
Warriors’ best offensive play- 
er in 2009, 

Chishom batted 325 and 
collected 17 RBIs. She also 
had two homers, three triples 
and two doubles, and scored 
20 runs. She received the 
most improved player award 
last year. 

Farlow posted a .316 bat- 
ting average and knocked in 
two runs, She had one double 
and scored five runs. 

Lee batted .243 and had six 
RBIs. She had two home runs, 
four doubles and scored 14 
runs. 





Above are ineditiairs of the 2010 aot CH Community College faatipitch 


softball team. 


Lady Diamond Warriors and their respective high schools include 


(first row, from left) catcher/infielder Paige Holsen, Union; Hailey Chisoim, infield- 
er, Neshoba Central; outfielder Olivia Maher, East Ascension High School, Gonza- 
les, La.; Sierra Farlow, infielder, Neshoba Central; Shelby Smith, outfielder/pitch- 
er, Union; Lauren Nicholas, infielder, and Abbie Joiner, outfielder/catcher, both of 
Neshoba Central; and Chelsea Jones, infielder, Enterprise; (second row, from left) 
Brittany Cochran, infielder, Newton County; Summer Alexander, outfielder/catch- 
er, Newton County; Emily Breland, outfielder, Neshoba Central; outfielder Han- 

nah Lee, Leake Academy; infielder/pitcher Kasie Buckley, Newton County; infield- 


er/pitcher Morgan 


Malone, Madison Central; pitcher Taylor Bailey, Bowie High 


School, Austin, Texas; and (top row, from left) managers Monica James of Leake 
Academy, Christian Ortega of Forest and Sydney Tucker of Neshoba Central; Scott 
Hill, head coach; and Kristin Chaney, assistant. 


Holsen had a .236 batting 
average and 18 RBIs. She col- 
lected six doubles, two triples 
and scored 11] runs. 

In addition to the freshman 
pitching staff, other first-year 
team members include Sum- 
mer Alexander, an outfield- 
er/catcher and product of 


Newton County High School; 
Abbie Joiner, an 
outfielder/catcher and Lau- 
ren Nicholas, a second base- 
man/shortstop, both from 
Neshoba Central; Chelsea 
Jones, a first baseman from 
Enterprise; and Olivia Maher, 
an outfielder from East Ascen- 


sion High School in Gonzales, 
La. 

Alexander was named to 
All-State and All-District teams 
and helped lead Newton 
County to five state champi- 
onships. She also received 
team captain, hitting and 
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| PICTURE THis 


ECCC PHOTO 


| THE NEXT LEVEL 

- Chelsea Jones, a former softball standout at 
Enterprise High School, recently signed a national 
letter of intent to continue her career at East Central 
Community College in Decatur. Jones, a freshman 
infielder, was an All-District selection at Enterprise. 
ECCC head softball coach Scott Hill is pictured with 
his new Lady Diamond Warrior. 
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Two wins on the hard- 
wood last week kept postsea- 
son hopes alive for the Lady 
Warriors of East Central 
Community from 


College. 

The Lady jleanenia 
Warriors, 12-9, *P 
knocked off Hinds (69-65) 

and Gulf Coast (68-66). 
Sap oe four teams in 
ee ivis Beton alify for the 
ee Feb, 22- 25, and 
hosted by the North Division 








iota ea 
Danielle Cole of Philadel- 
phia led EC with 16 points. 


Also . scoring were 
Yolanda Jones with 14, 
Shantel Neely with 10, 
Demetria Slocum with nine, 
Hannah Lee with six, and 
Sierra Croff of Newton 


County and Bianca Thomas. 


of Sebastopol with four each. 


Kiana McCarty had 18 


points to lead Hinds, 6-15. 
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EC held a 46-35 advan- 
og doe at ea 
86 


ataies 65 


' The Warriors continued 
‘their downward slide, falling 


by 21 points to the Bulldogs 
at Utica. 

Jonathan McLenden, a 6- 
7 freshman fonward from 
Houston, Texas, pumped in 
20 points to lead the 


Warriors, who dropped to 5- 


1S and 1-8, 

Also seoring were Elijah 
Tanksley and Keondre 
with 10 each, 
Kenneth Thomas with eight, 
Steve Edwards with seven, 
and Antonio Grace with five. 

Mark Wilkerson had 16 
points to lead Hinds, which 


improved to 16-5 and 6-3. 


Hinds led 37-26 at half- 


time. 
EC women 68 
Gulf Coast 66 


Hannah Lee’s 3-point 
shot from the top of the key 
with 11,7 seconds remaining 
helped propel the Lady 
Warriors to a stunning 68-66 
win over visiting Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Thursday night in 
Decatur. 

With the key MACJC 


~ South Division victory, EC’s 


women improved to 12-9 
overall and more importantly 
Continued on 5B... 
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Chase... 


Continued from 4B... 

4-6 in league action and 
kept alive their playoff 
hopes. The Lady Bulldogs 
dropped to 8-16 and 4-7. The 
two teams are battling for 
fourth place in the division, 

Following Lee’s trey — 
her third of the evening — 
teammate Danielle Cole was 
fouled after taking posses- 
sion on a Gulf Coast 
turnover, and made the first 
of two free throw attempts 
with 8.9 seconds remaining. 

Lee, a Leake Academy 
product, led EC with 17 
points and seven rebounds. 
Her 3-pointer with 22 sec- 
onds left cut the Gulf Coast 


lead to 65-64. 

Cole was the second-lead- 
ing scorer with 16 points. 
Other point makers were 
Quintentte Odom with eight 
and Shanequa Bufkin with 
six. 

Brooke Eccles pumped in 
25, points to lead Gulf Coast. 

EC. trailed 31-27 at halt- 
time. | 

Gulf Coast 89 

EC men 65 

The visiting Bulldogs 
rolled to an easy thumping of 
EC, which fell to 5-16 and 1-9. 

Kenneth Thomas led EC 
with 23 points. Steve 
Edwards of Newton had 14. 

Travis Rasco had 28 
‘points to lead Gulf Coast, 16- 
9 and 6-5. 
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Lady Diamond Warriors improve to 5. - 7) 
Lady Diamond Warrior Lauren Nicholas slaps a base hit in the first game 


of East Central Community College’ 
Northwest 
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rors 





ader with visiting 


t Mississippi Community Wednesday, Feb. 24, on the Decatur 
campus. Nicholas, a freshman infielder, is a produc 
eas Schoo East Central pres 13-5 in the o O 





ct of Neshoba Central 
ner and held on for a 
ove to 5-1 on the young 





NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 


WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 


CLARION-LEDGER 


AREA ROUNDUP 


WEEK OF 





ECCC sweeps Mississippi Delta 


Lady Diamond Warriors 


improve to 14-1-1 


Another doubleheader sweep was 
recorded by the East Central Community 
College fast-pitch softball team, which 
grabbed a pair of contests from Mississippi 
Delta Monday afternoon in Moorhead and 
improved to 14-1-1 on the 2010 campaign. 

The Lady Diamond Warriors overcame 
an early 1-0 deficit to claim a 9-3 decision in 
the opener, and jumped out to a 9-0 lead 
after two innings in the second contest and 
cruised 14-5. 

Sophomores Hailey Chisolm, of 
Neshoba Central, and Brittany Cochran, a 
Product of Newton County High School, led 
the EC offense in the first game with three 
hits each. Chisolm belted two doubles and 
a single and Cochran was credited with a 
double and two singles. Also with multiple 
hits were Summer Alexander of Newton 
County, double and single; and Kaci 
Buckley, also of Newton County, and Taylor 
Bailey, of Bowie High School in Austin, 
Texas, two singles each. 

Bailey was also the winning p itcher, 
improving to 6-1 on the season. She allowed 
two runs on three hits through five innings. 
She also fanned three batters and walked 
one. Malone hurled the final two innings 
and allowed one run on one hit. 

In the second contest, Alexander led the 
offense with three hits - a triple, double and 
single- and collected three RBIs. Nicholas 
contributed two singles and three RBIs and 
Paige Holsen of Union slammed another 
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home run. Chisolm and Buckley had dou- 
bles each and Lee had a single. 

Buckley got the win on the mound and 
improved to 8-0. She hurled 3 1/3 scoreless 
innings and allowed two hits. She also 
fanned three batters and walked one, 

Shelby Smith of Union pitched two-thirds of 
an inning, allowing four runs on three hits. 

She also walked three batters. Malone 
pitched a shutout in the final 1 1/3 innings, 
allowing one hit. She also fanned one 
batter. | | 

Next up for Scott Hill's Lady Diamond 
Warriors is the MACJC South Division 
opener, scheduled Wednesday at Jones 
County Junior College. Game times are set 
for 3 and 5 p.m. on the Ellisville campus. 

— from school reports 


JUCO TENNIS 
ECCC tennis teams fall to ICC 


East Central Community College’s 
tennis teams were defeated by Itawamba 
squads Monday in non-division competition 
held at Gaddis Park in Forest. 

The Warriors fell 5-4 in their matchup 
and dropped to 3-4 on the 2010 campaign, 
while the Warriors were blanked 9-0 and 
fell to 2-5 overall. 

Elise Gibbs, a product of Newton County 
High School, and Abby McMillan of 
Newton County Academy, were the only 
Warrior winners in singles competition. 
Gibbs defeated Sudduth, 6-2, 6-3; and 
McMillan clipped Thomas, 3-6, 6-2, 1-0 (10- 
6) 


‘Rachel Ramirez fell to Randle, 6-0, 6-3; 
Hannah Peoples, of Newton County 


Academy, lost to Byrd, 6-1, 6-3; and Sami 
Elkins was defeated by Dismuke, 6-1, 61. 
In women’s doubles, Gibbs and 
McMillan lost to Thomas/ Sudduth, 8-0; and 
gees and Peoples fell to Randle /Byrd, 8- 


"In men’s singles, Colton Amis, a Newton 
County High School product, fell to 
Wilkinson, 6-0, 6-1; Will Marston, of Union, 
lost to Prudencia, 6-3, 6-0; Zac White, of 
Union, was shut out by Raines, 6-0, 6-0: 
Jason Hancock lost to Thomas, 6-0, 6-2; Dee 
Walker, of Newton County, lost to Fulgham. 
6-0, 6-1; and Matt Griffin, of Union, was 
clipped by Folls, 6-3, 6-3. 

In men’s doubles, Amis and Walker fell 
to Wilkinson/ Prudencia, 8-4; Marston and 
Hancock lost to Fulgham/Thomas, 8&2; and 
Griffin and White were defeated by 
Raines/ Walker, 8-0. 


LATE PREP SOFTBALL 
Clarkdale 3 
Newton Co. 2 


Clarkdale improved to 3-2-1 on the season 
as it downed rival Newton County by 2 
single run. 

Sarah Harris paced the Bulldogs with thre< 
hits including a double and a RBI. ¢ 
Roberson and Sarah Beckman 

a singles, while Amber Spann had two 


Erin Adcock got the win for Clarkdale. 
Emily Davis took the loss on the mound fer 
Newton County. 
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Lady Diamond 
Warriors sweep 
Holmes, EMCC 


National recognition should 
come soon for Scott Hill and 
iis East Central Community 
College fast-pitch softball 
team, which improved to |2-1- 
| following recent doublehead- 
er sweeps 

he Lady Diamond 
Warriors clipped Holmes by 
scores of 4-2 and 10-1 Saturday 
on the Goodman campus and 
defeated East Mississippi 5-1 
und 8-1 Thursday in Decatur. 

Sophomore Brittany 
Cochran and freshman Kaci 
Buckley belted doubles each to 
lead the EC offense in the open- 
er. Both are products of 
Newton County High School, 

Freshman hurler Taylor 
Bailey got the win and 
improved to 5-1. Bailey is a 
product of Bowie High School 
in Austin, Texas. 

In the second contest, Bailey 
homered for the EC offense, 


7 
| 
: 


which tallied six runs in the 
first inning and cruised to the 
five-inning victory. 

Buckley was the winning 
pitcher and improved to 7-0, 

In the sweep over East 
Mississippi, Bailey slapped a 
doubled and single, Paige 
Holsen of Union had two sin- 
gles and Summer Alexander 
homered to lead the EC 
offense. Alexander is a product 
of Newton County High 
School, 

Other sluggers were Lauren 
Nicholas of Neshoba Central, 
Cochran and Hannah Lee of 
Leake Academy, singles each. 

Bailey picked up the win, as 
she allowed one run on one hit 
through 5 2/3 innings. She also 
fanned four batters. 

In the second game, 
Buckley belted two home runs 
and Lee homered and singled to 
lead the offense. Also credited 





EC f 


Above, left, sophomore third baseman Hailey Chisolm makes a successful throw to first base with this effort to record ar 
during the first game of East Central Community College's doubleheader sweep of East Mississippi Thursday on the Dec 
campus. Above, right, Lauren Nicholas, a freshman infielder, gave East Central Community College an early 1-0 lead 
this slide in the first game. Chisolm and Nicholas are both products of Neshoba Central High School. 


with multiple hits were 
Nicholas and Sierra Farlow of 
Neshoba Central, two singles 
each. Other sluggers were 
Alexander and Cochran, dou- 


bles each; and Hailey Chisolm 
of Neshoba Central and Shelby 
Smith of Union, singles each. 
Buckley was the winning 
pitcher. She hurled five score- 


less innings and allowed five 
hits. She also famned four bat- 


ters and walked one. 
Warriors traveled to Mississippi 
a 
1 ks 
oo at WwW 
<q oO2 


SPIRI- 


Delta Monday, March & 
will travel to Jones Ci 
Wednesday, March 10. 
Central hosts Pearl | 
Friday, March 12. 


MERII 





ECCC Lady Diamond Warriors 


East Central Community 
College’s Lady Diamond 
Warriors recorded their sec- 
ond doubleheader sweep of 
Northwest Mississippi Com- 
munity College in 2010 and 
improved to 8-1-1 following 
the non-division contests 
Wednesday on the Senato- 

Scott Hill's talented squad 
took an early 3-0 lead in the 
opener and held on for a 5-2 
decision, and cruised to a 9- 
2 win in the second contest 
to complete the sweep. 

Hailey Chisolm of Nesho- 
ba Central and Brittany 
Cochran, a product of New- 
ton County High School, 
each doubled and singled to 
lead the EC offense in the 
first game. Chislom also had 
two RBIs and Cochran 
knocked in a run. 

Other sluggers were Lau- 
ren Nicholas of Neshoba 
Central, two singles; and 
Summer Alexander and Kasi 
Buckley, both Newton 
County products, singles 
each. Nicholas was also 
credited with two RBIs and 
Alexander knocked in a run. 

Taylor Bailey was the win- 
ning pitcher, allowing two 
runs on seven hits during 
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She also fanned eight bat- 
ters and walked two, Bailey 
is a product of Bowie High 
School in Austin, Texas. 

In the second contest, the 
Lady Diamond Warriors got 
all the runs they needed in 
the second inning as five 
runs crossed the plate. 

Alexander led the 17-hit 
attack by belting a triple 
and three singles. She also 
led in RBIs with three. 

Other hitters were 
Nicholas, three singles; 
Chisolm, double and single; 
Paige Holsen and Shelby 
Smith, both of Union, two 
singles each; Cochran, dou- 
ble; and Chelsea Jones of 
Enterprise, Sierra Farlow of 
Neshoba Central and Olivia 
Maher, a product of East 
Ascension High School in 
Gonzales, La., singles each. 

Buckley was the winning 
pitcher and continued her 
success on the mound by 
not allowing an earned run 
during the 2010 campaign. 
She pitched 6 2/3 innings, 
allowing just three hits. She 
fanned one batter and 
walked two. 

Lady Diamond Warriors 
hattle East Mississippi Com- 


NEWTON COUNTY APPEAL 


SPIRIT OF MORTON 
MERIDIAN STAR 








today (Thursday) beginning at 


improve to 8-1-1 


1 p.m. on the Decatur cam- pus. www.eccc.edu 
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National recognition should come 


Austin, Texas, after previously pitching 


Lady Diamond Warriors off to torrid start _ 


soon for coach Scott Hill and his East 
Central Community College fastpitch 
softball team, which improved to | 2-1- 


erie cine rea from 
header sweeps Of East cahool 
Mississippi and Holmes. 

reports 


The Lady Diamond 
Warriors defeated East Mississippi 5-1 
and 8-1! Thursday in Decatur and 
Holmes by scores of 4-2 and 10-1 
Saturday on the Goodman campus. 

After going to Mississippi Delta on 
Monday, the Lady Warriors are sched- 
uled to travel to Jones today, then host 


at Southeast Lauderdale. 

In the second contest, Bailey home- 
red for the EC offense, which tallied six 
runs in the first inning and cruised to 
the five-inning victory. 

Buckley was the winning pitcher 
and improved to 7-0. 

ECCC 5-8 

East Mississippi 1-1 

In Thursday’s opener with East 
Mississippi in Decatur, Taylor Bailey 
slapped a double and a single, Paige 
Holsen of Union haal two singles, and 
Summer Alexander of Newton County 


Pearl River on Saturday. 
ECCC 4-10 
Holmes 2-1 
Sophomore Brittney Cochran and 
freshman Kasie Buckley both belted 


homered to lead the Lady Warrior 
offense. 

Other sluggers were Lauren 
Nicholas of Neshoba Central, Brittney 
Cochran of Newton County, and 
doubles to lead the EC offense in Hannah Lee of Leake Academy, each 
Saturday’s opener, Both are products of a with a single. 

Newton County High School. Paige Holsen of Union singles in Bailey picked up the win, as she 





Freshman hurler Taylor Bailey got ECCC’s doubleheader sweep of allowed one run on one hit through 5 2/3 


the win and improved to 5-1]. Bailey is East Mississippi. Continued on 5B... 
a product of Bowie High School in— a Er tree —— 









a 





Lauren Nicholas gave East Central Community College an early 1-0 lead with 
APPEARED this slide in the first game of a doubleheader sweep of East Mississippi Com- 
munity College Thursday on the Decatur campus. The Lady Diamond 
Warriors won the opener 5-1 and cruised 8-1 in the second contest to complete 
CARTHAGII the sweep and improve to 10-1-1. Nicholas, a freshman infielder, is a product 
of Neshoba Central High School. : 


eS 





NEWTON C ECCC photo . 
SPIRIT OF | 
| t es Central with two singles each. Other sluggers 
MERIDIAN Torrid... were Alexander and Cochran, both with a 
Continued from 4B... double; and Hailey Chisolm of Neshoba 
innings. She also fanned four batters. , Central and Shelby Smith of Union, both 
In the second game, Kasie Buckley belted with a single. 
two home runs and Lee homered and singled Buckley was the winning pitcher. She 
to lead the offense. hurled five scoreless innings and allowed 


Also credited with multiple hits were five hits. She also fanned four batters and 
Nicholas and Sierra Farlow of Neshoba_ walked one. 
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Lady Warriors rally for split at Co-Lin 


East Central Community 
College’s softball team ral- 
lied from a 5-0 deficit to 
claim a 7-6 win from 
in —— school 
game of a dou- panort 
bieheader. with: Po” 
Copiah-Lincoln Community 
College last Wednesday in 
Wesson, earning a split of the 
MACIJC South Division dou- 
bleheader after falling 4-3 in 
the opener. 

The Lady Diamond 
Warriors, whose record 
stands at 22-3-1 overall fol- 
lowing the split, was led at 
the plate in the second con- 
test by Lauren Nicholas of 
Neshoba Central with a dou- 
ble, two singles, and two 
RBI. 

Also producing multiple 
hits were Paige Holsen of 
Union, Leake Academy 
product Hannah Lee of 
Philadelphia and Hailey 
Chisolm of Neshoba Central. 
Holsen and Lee each had a 
double and a single with two 
RBIs. Chisolm was credited 
with two singles. 

Morgan Malone of 
Madison Central contributed 
a single and a RBI and 
Brittany Cochran of Newton 
County singled, 
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Hurler Kasie Buckley of 
Newton County notched the 
win to remain perfect on the 
season with a 13-0 record. 
Buckley allowed three 
earned runs on 13 hits during 
the seven-inning matchup. 
She also fanned two batters 
and walked one, 

In the opener, East 
Central let an early 3-0 lead 
slip away as the Lady 
Wolves rallied to force extra 
innings and pushed across 
the winning run in the bot- 
tom of the eighth. 

' The Lady Diamond 
Warriors managed just three 
hits in the loss, a three-run 
homer by Lee, a double by 
Nicholas, and single from 
Holsen. 

Taylor Bailey took the 
loss on the mound, allowing 
three earned runs on 12 hits. 
Bailey also fanned four and 
walked two. She is a product 
of Bowie High School in 
Austin, Texas, after previ- 
ously pitching at Southeast 
Lauderdale, 

A non-division double- 
header scheduled for last 
Friday at Northeast Mississ- 





ippi Community College in ECCC freshman Kasie Buckley of Newton County 
Booneville 


was cancelled. is 13-0 in the circle thus far in the 2010 season. 
Photo by Marty Stamper 
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3-10 
0-6 


Taylor Bailey pitched a three-hit 
shutout in the first game and the Lady 
Warrior offense belted 16 hits in the 
nightcap as East Central Commu 
lege’s fast-pitch softball team recor 







ippi oo College Tuesday, ip 


_ Following the sweep, the Lady Dia- 
mond Warriors improved to 28-5-1 over 





and 8-4 in the MACJC South Division 


under head coach Scott Hill and assistant 
Kristin Chaney. | 

. Bailey, a freshman right-hander and 
ease of Bowie High School in Austin, — 
Texas, also fanned eight batters in the 3-0, 
seven-inning victory. 





Leake Academy product Hannah Lee of 


Philadelphia led the Lady Warrior offense 
in the opener with three singlesand 
knocked in both of EC’s runs. Also 
recording multiple hits in the opener were 
Brittany Cochran of Newton County and 
Hailey Chisolm of Neshoba Central, who 
had two singles each. Lauren Nicholas of 
Neshoba Central and Kasie Buckley of _ 
Newton County contributed a single each. 
_In the second contest, the EC offense 


responded from an early 4-0, first-inning 


deficit by scoring two runs in the third = 


and four. runs in the fifth for a 6-4 advan- 
tage. The Lady Diamond Warriors added 
a single run in the sixth and three runs in 
the seventh for a 10-6 victory. Southwest's 
other runs came in the sixth and seventh 


Chisolm homered and doubled, and 
Lee contributed a home run and single to. 
help lead the Lady Diamond Warriors’ } 
offensive attack. Lee also led in RBIs with 
four and Chisolm knocked in a run. 

Also having productive outings at the 
plate were Buckley, double and two sin- 


gles; and Morgan Malone of Madison 
Central and Bailey, singles each. Summer 
Alexander of Newton County was credited 
“ me hee also th h 

uckley was also the winning pitcher, 
allowing six runs on seven hits in 
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CARTHAGINIAN ____ batters and walked four. 


Next up for the Lady Diamond Warrior 


NEWTON COUNTY Al is another division matchup with Jones 


_ County Junior | 
SPIRIT OF MORTON As. ms Doubleheader action 


MERIDIAN STAR __ mittee: ih } p.m. on the Decatur 


pair of victories over Southwest Missis- ‘ 


College scheduled Friday, STON COUNTY JOURNAL 
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East Central Lady Diamond Warriors take pair from Hinds 


East Central Community College’s fast- 
pitch softball team grabbed a pair of divi- 
sion victories from Hinds Community 
College in a twinbill played Tuesday, 
March 30 on the Decatur campus. 

The Lady Diamond Warriors cruised 9- 
2 in the opener and held on for a 4-1 deci- 
sion in the second contest. With the sweep, 
EC improved to 26-3-1 overall and 6-2 in 
the MACIC South Division. 


Hailey Chisolm, a sophomore infielder 
of 


from Neshoba Central, led the EC offense 
in the first game by belting a home run, 
double and two singles. She also collected 
two RBIs. : 
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Also knocking in two runs each were 
Paige Holsen of Union, who homered and 


¥ productive outings at the 
ie were Summer Alexander of Newton 
County, two singles; Kasie Buckley, also of 
Newton County, two singles and an RBI; 
and Taylor Bailey, a product of Bowie High 


Bailey was also the winning pitcher, 
allowing just two unearned runs on four hits 
in the seven-inning battle, to improve to 10- 


In the second game, Holsen was the top 
offensive performer with two singles and a 
pair of RBIs. Other sluggers were 
Alexander and Lee, doubles each; and 
Buckley, Lee, Morgan Malone of Madison 
Central and Sierra Farlow of Neshoba 

Buckley got the victory on the mound 
and improved to a perfect 14-0 on the sea- 
son. She gave up eight hits, fanned two 
batters and walked one. 


The ECCC softball team is led by head 
coach Scott Hill and assistant Kristin 
Chaney. 
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Feast or f; 


It was double or nothing 
for the East Central 
Community College Lady 
Warriors as they from 
swept Hinds (9- combined 
2 and 4-1) and reports 
were then swept 
by Mississippi Gulf Coast 
(7-2 and 10-1) in last week’s 
fastpitch action. 

ECCC entered this week 
with a 26-5-1 overall record 
and a 6-4 MACIJC South 


Division mark. 
Ree - 9-4 
Hinds 2-1 
The Lady Warriors 


improved to 26-3-1 overall 
and 6-2 in the MACJC South 
Division with the March 30 
sweep at Decatur. 

Hailey Chisolm, a sopho- 
more infielder from Neshoba 
Central, led the EC offense 
in the first game by belting a 
home run, double, and two 
singles. She also collected 
two RBI. 

Also knocking in two 
runs each were Paige Holsen 
of Union, who homered and 
doubled, and _ Brittany 
Cochran of Newton County, 
who recorded a triple. 

Summer Alexander of 
Newton County had two sin- 
gles, Kasie Buckley, also of 
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Newton County, had two sin- 
gles, and Taylor Bailey had a 
triple and two singles. 

Bailey was also the win- 
ning pitcher, allowing just 


‘two unearned runs on four 


hits in the seven-inning bat- 
tle, to improve to 10-3, She 
also fanned four. 

In the second game, 
Holsen was the top offensive 
performer with two singles 
and a pair of RBIs. 
Alexander and Hannah Lee 
both had a double. 

Buckley got the victory 
on the mound and improved 
to a perfect 14-0 on the sea- 
son, She gave up eight hits, 
fanned two and walked one. 

Gulf Coast 7-10 

ECCC 2-1 

In a battle for first place 
in the MACIC South 
Division, No. 7 Gulf Coast 
(24-6, 8-2) hammered East 
Central (26-5-1, 6-4) to 
assume control of first place. 

Both teams came into the 
twinbill with identical 6-2 
division records. Gulf Coast 
had 23 hits and six home 
runs in the doubleheader 
sweep, with four round trip- 
pers coming in the opening 

Continued on 5B... 

See Feast... 
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ECCC first ieee Brittney Codiran of Reet 
County snares a throw in last week’s doubleheader 
loss to Mississippi Gulf Coast. 

| Photo by Marty Stamper 
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Lee ‘slams’ win for ECCC 


Hannah Lee’s grand 
slam home run and a two- 
run blast by Hailey 
Chisolm helped power the 
East Central Community 
College fast-pitch softball 
team to 7-0 shutout over 
Pearl River Community 
College in the first game 
of a doubleheader held 
Monday. 

The Lady Diamond 
Warriors were unable to 


With the split, East 
Central's record stands at 
29- &1 overall and 9-7 in 
the MACJC South Divi- 
sion. 

In addition to Lee, a 


Leake Academy product, 


and Chisolm, who hails 
from Neshoba Central, 
other EC sluggers in the 


opener were Kasie Buck- 


ley of Newton County, 
three singles and a RBI; 





the win and improved to 

In the second contest, 
EC jumped out to a 7-0 
lead in the first inning 
and held a 7-1 advantage 
until Pear] River rallied 
in the sixth inning to earn 
a split of the division dou- 
bleheader. 

Chisolm belted a two- 
run homer and Alexander 
had two doubles. Lee 








complete the sweep, as Paige Holsen of Union c | in with a single. 

the Lady Wildcats rallied and Lauren Nicholas of Bailey took the loss, 

for seven runs in the bot-_ Shen vente double falling to 12-6 after reliev- 

tom of the sixth to claim | : ing in the sixth inning. 

an 8-7 victory. i “ A. 
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ECCC Warriors conclude — 
_ Spring drills with scrimmage 


from combined reports 


An intra-squad scrimmage sche ) 
Saturday, April 24 will raced. oe 
workouts for East Central Commanity 
College's football team, announced head 
coach Brian Anderson. Activities begin at 
noon at Bailey Stadium on the Decatur _ 
campus. There is no charge for admission 
and the public is invited to attend. 

Anderson, who is in his first year as 
head coach after leading the Warriors on 
= interim basis In 2009, said the squad 
ee made a lot of progress, especially on 

efense, following 14 days of workouts. 

Our primary focus has been the defen- 


sive side of the ball,” said Anderson, “and . 


Coach (Blake) Frazier (ne iv 
| WAKE) irazier (new defen: 

coordinator) has done an excellent job in 
getting the guys to play with a lot more 
tempo. ] really like the way the defensive 
players run to the football... six or seven 
lees making the tackle on each play, 
mie ‘elense should be much improved in ° 

The Warriors begin the 2010 ¢ 21 
by hosting Northeast Mississippi ene 
nity College Thursday, Sept. 2. Kickoff is 
set for 6:30 p.m. at Bailey Stadium. 

— from school reports 
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JUCO SOFTBALL 
ECCC 16-9 
Hinds 0-4 


Hannah Lee and Kasie Buckley belted 
two home runs apiece in leading East 
Central Community College's softball 
squad to a 16-0 blowout of Hinds Commu- 
nity College in the first game, and the 
Lady Diamond Warriors rallied for a 9-4 
victory in the second contest to complete 
a sweep of their MACJC South Division 
opponent Tuesday, April 20 on the Ray- 
mond campus. *% 

With the wins, East Central improved 
to 35-8-1 overall and 13-7 in league play. 
The Lady Diamond Warriors currently 
share second-place honors in the division 
with Copiah-Lincoln Community College. 
Gulf Coast - ECCC’s opponent Friday, 
April 23 in Perkinston - sits atop the South 
at 14-6. EC dropped a twin bill to the Bull- 
dogs (7-2, 10-1) on April 1 in Decatur. 
Pear] River is fourth at 12-10. The top four 

teams in the South and North divisions 
advance to the MACIC State Tournament, 
scheduled Thursday-Friday, April 29-30 at 
Itawamba Community College in Fulton. 

The Lady Diamond W rriors close out 
the regular season by challenging South- 
west Mississippi Community College 
Monday, April 26. Doubleheader action 
begins at 3 pum. on the Decatur campus. 

— from schoo? reports 
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Continued from SB... 

lead in the first inning, but 
trailed 7-4 before adding a 
single run in the fifth inning 


and five runs in the sixth 


frame to claim the sweep 

In addition to their home 
runs, Holsen, Bailey, and 
Lee, a Leake Academy prod- 
uct, collected two singles 
each. Holsen also contributed 
three RBI. Other sluggers 





Tiors... 
sh 4 F 4 
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were Nicholas, Chisolm, 
Buckley, and Cochran with 
two singles each. 

Bailey (14-6) was credit- 
ed with the win in relief. She 
hurled 3 1/3 innings, allow- 
ing one run on three hits. She 
also fanned three. 

Buckley. was_ the starter 
and allowed four earned runs 
on nine hits through 3 2/3 
innings. 


} East Central 

| Community 

19 College sopho- 
7 more catcher 

| Paige Holsen of 
| Union eyes the 
»| welcoming com- 
mittee at home 

| plate after belt- 
ing a home run 

| in the Lady 
Warriors’ 8-1, 
10-8 sweep of 
Copiah-Lincoln 
| last week in 

+1 Decatur. She hit 


‘| two homers in 


the doublehead- 
er. 

Photo by 

Marty Stamper 
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Lady Warriors sweep Co-Lin 


East Central Community College’ s soft- 
ball squad took sole possession of second 
place in the MACJC South 


from 
Division following a double- eet 
header sweep of Copiah- combined 
Lincoln on Wednesday at eports 


Decatur. 

Hailey Chisolm and Paige Holsen both 
homered in leading EC to an 8-1 victory in 
the opener, and Holsen, Hannah Lee and 
Taylor Bailey registered dingers in the sec- 
ond contest in a 10-8 decision. 

The Lady Warriors improved to 29-8-| 
overall following the sweep and are currently 
11-7 in league play. Gulf Coast leads the 
South at 12-4. Co-Lin is third at 9-7 and Pearl 
River fourth, with a 9-9 record. Rounding out 
the division are Southwest at 8-8; Jones, 6- 
12; and Hinds, 3-13. 


Chisolm, a sophomore from Neshoba 
Central, belted a three-run shot in the first 
inning and gave EC a quick 3-0 lead. 

In addition to her home run, Holsen, a 
Union product, was ‘credited with a single 
and two RBIs. Brittany Cochran of Newton 
County added a double and a single and col- 
lected two RBI. Other sluggers were Lauren 
Nicholas of Neshoba Central, two singles; 
and Newton County products Kasie Buckley, 
double, and Summer Alexander, single. 
Buckley also had an RBI. 

Taylor Bailey (13-6) went the distance to 
notch the win. Bailey allowed nine hits, 
fanned five and walked one in the seven- 
inning matchup. 

In the second game, EC jumped out to 4-0 

Continued on 6B... 

See Lady Warriors... 
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New members of the 2010-11 East Central 
Community College women’s basketball team are 
shown signing national letters of intent during a 
ceremony held recently in the Brackeen-Wood 
Physical Education Building on the Decatur cam- 
pus. Joining the Lady Warriors this fall are (seat- 
ed from left) Kelcia Bufkin, a 5-6 guard from Scott 
Central High School; Shana Ward, a 5-6 forward 
from Carthage High School; and Annie Brewer, a 
5-10 forward from Madison-Ridgeland Academy 
and a former Neshoba Central High School stand- 
out. Bufkin was a Mississippi/Alabama All-Star 
and All-State selection and received All-District 
honors five times. She was also named District 
Most Valuable Player on two occasions. She is 
recognized as the Lady Rebels’ all-time leading 
scorer with 2,481 points and averaged 24 points 
per contest during her career. She helped lead 
this year’s Scott Central squad to the South State 
semifinals en route to a 24-8 record. Ward was 
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named Division Player of the Year in Region 6-3A 
and made the All-Division squad four years. She 
is also a four-time recipient of the Lady Tigers’ 
best offensive player award. Ward scored 522 
points during her high school career. She aver- 
aged 18.1 points, 8.9 rebounds and 3-4 steals per 
contest. She helped lead Carthage to the Region 
6-3A championship and second round action in 
South State competition en route to a 25-5 record. 
Brewer is a three-time All-District selection and 
also received Best Offensive Player and Free 
Throw awards. Also seated is Bill Smith, ECCC 
women’s head basketball coach. Standing from 
left are Chad Harrison, Scott Central girls’ head 
basketball coach; Angela Bufkin Vivians, Kelcia’s 
mother;; Tim Reid, Carthage girls’ head basket- 
ball coach; Cynthia Ward, Shana’s mother and 
Connie and Chad Clark, Annie’s mother and step- 
father. Annie’s father is Andy Brewer. Her coach 
at MRA is Steven Force. (EC Photo) 
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Gulf Coast Sweep 


East Central Commu- 
nity College’s softball squad 
took sole possession of first 
place in the MACIC South Di- 
vision following a double- 


header sweep of Mississippi 


Gulf Coast Community Col-. Jor ae 
lege Friday afternoon on the © 


oak 


Perkinston campus. — 

The Lady Diamond 
Warriors held oh for a 2-1 de- 
cision in the opener and 
cruised 12-3 in the second 
contest, improving to 37-8-1 
overall and 15-7 in league 
play. The Lady Bulldogs are 
second at 14-8, followed by 
Co-Lin (13-9), Pearl River (12- 
10), Southwest (11-11), Jones 
County (6-16) and Hinds (5- 
15). The top four teams from 
the South and North divi- 
sions qualify for the MACJC 
State Softball Tournament 
scheduled April 29-30 at 
Itawamba Community College 
in Fulton. 

_ In the first win over 
Gulf Coast, sophomore 
Hannah Lee's two-run homer 
in the top of the eighth inning 
broke a scoreless tie and pro- 
vided EC with the win..Lee, a 
Philadelphia, leads the team 
in homers with 12 and is the 





PPEAL 


cer with 49 


RBIs, 

Other EC hitters in 
the first contest were Hailey 
Chisolm of Neshoba Central, 
double; and Morgan Malone 
of Madison Central and Tay- 

Jor Bailey, a product of Bowie 
gh School in Austin, Texas, 
aos each, 
| Bailey was also the 
winning pitcher and improved 
to 17-6, She allowed just three 
hits in the eight-inning battle 
and fanned two batters. 

In the second con- 
test, the Lady Diamond War- 
riors jumped out to a 9-3 lead 
after two innings and coasted 
to the easy victory. 

Chisolm and Kasie 
Buckley, a product of Newton 
County High School, led the 





offense with a double andtwo- 


singles each, and Paige 
Holsen of Union belted a 
three-run homer. Buckley led 
in RBIs with four and Chisoim 
knocked in three runs. 

Other sluggers were 
Bailey, Lauren Nicholas of 
Neshoba Central, Summer 
Alexander and Brittany 
Cochran, both of Newton 
County, two singles each; 
and Lee and Malone, singles 
each. Cochran was also cred- 





finns wes her an mprovex 
to16-2. She hurled 4 2/3 in- 
nings and allowed five hits. 


Chisolm and Bailey pitched 1/ JEMOCRAT 


3 inning ea¢h, 


East Central com- NTY TIMES 


by hosting Southwest Mi ssis- 


sippi Community College at3 EDGER 


p.m. today (Monday) in De- 
catur, A sophomore recogni- 


tion program will be held prior 


to the doubleheader and be- 
gins at 2:30 p.m. 

The Lady Diamond 
Warriors are led by head 


Lb 2010 


‘The East Cannel Com- 
unity fe Lady 





place in =. from 
. sy : . combined 
Division with ‘eer 
sweeps of Hinds (16-0 and 
9-4) and Mississippi Gulf 
Coast (2-) and 12-3) i in last 
week’s fastpitch action. 
ECCC will play in ne 
MACIC State Tour t 
Itawamba which CNecine 











Thursday. Brackets were 
unavailable at press time, 
16-9 


ECCC 





apitoe 
16-0 Shine cat ahod 
and the Lady Warriors rallied 
se = a 





yds ECCC 
and 13-7 in: toe play. 

Lee blasted a two-run 
homer in the first i inning and 
added a grand slam in the 
sixth. She also contributed a 
single and finished the game 
with six RBI, 





if Oo } 
run blast. She added a two- 
run shot in the sixth inning, 
She also had a single-and fin- 
ished with five RBL Buckley 


APPEARED IN: 


CARTHAGINIAN _ 


NEWTON COUNTY APPEAL 


currently has 10 home runs 
on the season. 

Other sluggers in the 17- 
hit attack included Hailey 
Chisolm with a triple, two 
singles and four RBI; Lauren 
Nicholas with three singles, 
Morgan Malone with a dou- 


ble and a single, Summer 


Alexander with a double, and 


ers Cochran and Taylor i 





“Bailey (15-6) was also the 


winning pitcher. She hurled | 





holding on for tt che win. 
Nicholas and 

Holsen had two hits each to 

sss the offense, Other hit- 





il knock no as 
in relief and improved to 16- 


6. She allowed one run on i 


five hits through four innings. 
Buckley was the starter and 
allowed three runs on six hits 
through three innings. 
ECcCC 2-12 
GuifCoast ——i1-3 
The Lady Warriors took 
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AT SGtar Widicy wat tht willed SiGheW te Uetst af Hast | 
Central’s four wins last week. 
Photo by Marty Stamper 


header sweep of Mississippi 
Continued on 6B... 
See First... 


sole possession of first place 
in the MACJC South 
Division following a double- 
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ECCC Photo | 
POUNDERS INKS WITH ECCC 
Brittany Pounders (seated center), a standout softball 
player at Southeast Lauderdale High School, is | 
shown signing a national letter of intent to continue | es a 
her athletic career at ECCC in Decatur. Standing from mesoctabas rans 





left are Kristin Chaney, ECCC assistant softball ECCC SIGNING 

| coach; Mack Fanning, head softball coach, Duane On Tuesday, April 27th, Haylee Roberts signed a 
Taylor, school principal and Ashlee Frazier, assistant softball scholarship with East Central Community 
softball coach, all of Southeast Lauderdale; and Scott | College. Seated: left to right - Coty Freeman, 
Hill, ECCC head softball coach. Haylee Roberts, and Brian Freeman. Standing: East 


Central Assistant Coach, Kristin Chaney, Enterprise 
High School Head Softball Coach, Josh Perkins, 
Enterprise High School Assistant Softball Coach, 
Davey Dewitt, and East Central Community College 
Head Softball Coach, Scott Hill. 
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Home run swing 

Summer Alexander sent this pitch over the wall for a three- 
run homer in East Central Community College’s 7-4 win 
over Copiah-Lincoin in semi-final action of the MACJC 
State Softball Tournament held April 29-30 at Itawamba 
Community College in Fulton. Alexander is a freshman 
outfielder/catcher and product of Newton County High 
School. EC dropped a 2-0 decision to Pearl River in the 
championship game. The Lady Diamond Warriors (41-9-1) 
begin competition Thursday, in the Region 23 Tournament 
being held at Traceway Park in Clinton. (EC Photo) 
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‘Lady Warriors fall in state finals 


,ECCC heads to Region 23 tournament Thursday 


After winning the 

_ MACIC South Division reg- 
» ular season championship 
with a double- from 
header sweep eombined 
-of Southwest reports 

Mississippi last sy) 
week, the East Central 
Community College Lady 
Warriors battled their way 
into the MACIJC state tour- 
nament finals at Fulton only 
to fall 2-0 to Pearl River in 
the title game. 

ECCC, 41-9-1, heads to 
Traceway Park in Clinton 
for the NJCAA Region 23 
Division I] Tournament this 
week where they open with 
the winner of the Itawamba- 
LSU-Eunice game Thursday 
at 5 p.m. 

Play in the double-elimi- 
nation tournament continues 
through Saturday. 

LSU-Eunice, 47-8, is 
ranked No. | nationally. 
Itawamba sports a 28-22 
record. 

Also in the six-team tour- 
nament are Mississippi Gulf 
Coast (33-13), Pearl River 
(30-18), and Copiah-Lincoln 
(30-16), 


ECCC 8-5 
Southwest 0-4 
The Lady Warriors 


wrapped up their 2010 regu- 
lar season with a sweep of 
Southwest Mississippi on 
April 26 in Decatur. The 


sweep gave ECCC the 
MACIC South Division 
title. 


ECCC improved to 39-8- 
1 overall and 17-7 in league 
play with the two wins. 

Seventh year head coach 
Scott Hill, whose overall 
record at EC stands at 229- 
90-1 and includes three 
MACJC Central Division 
titles, said he is “especially 
proud” of this year’s team. 

“We are excited about our 
season and how well the 
tearm has consistently played 
and persevered all year,” 
said Hill. “We look forward 
to continuing our success in 
the post-season,” 

Four players had three 
hits each to lead ECCC in 
the opener. Hailey Chisolm, 
Brittney Cochran, and 
Hannah Lee each had a dou- 
ble and two singles and 
Kasie Buckley had three sin- 


=: 


gles. Cochran was the top 
run producer with three RBI. 

Summer Alexander had a 
double and a single, Lauren 
Nicholas had a double, and 
Morgan Malone had a sin- 

le. 

Taylor Bailey (17-6) was 
the winning pitcher in the 
six-inning contest. She 
allowed just five hits and 
fanned three in the shutout. 

In the second game, 
ECCC erased a 4-0 deficit 
by scoring two runs in the 
fifth inning and three in the 
sixth for the one-run victory. 

Lee led the offense with 
three singles and knocked in 
two runs. Cochran had two 
singles, Nicholas had a 
triple, and Chisolm, 
Buckley, and Paige Holsen 
each had a single. 

Bailey was again the win- 
ning pitcher in relief and 
improved to 18-6. She 
hurled three innings, allow- 
ing three runs on five hits. 
She also fanned three. 

Buckley was the starter 
and allowed one run on four 

Continued on 6B... 

See Lady Warriors... 
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Continued from 4B... 

hits. She also fanned. 

ECCC 8 

Holmes 0 

The Lady Warriors began 
state tournament competition 
by cruising 8-0 over Holmes 
on Thursday. 

Kasie Buckley tripled, 
doubled, and singled and 
Brittney Cochran had three 
singles to lead the offense. 


Other sluggers included 
Taylor Bailey with a double 
~ a ‘single; ° Summer 





with two singles each; and 
Lauren Nicholas and Morgan 
Malone, both with a single. 

Cochran also led in RBIs 
with two. 

Bailey went the distance 
in the six-inning matchup 
and allowed just two hits. 


She also fanned three batters. 
ECCC 7 
Co-Lin 4 
Summer  Alexander’s 


three-run homer in the third 
inning gave the Lady 
Diamond Warriors a 3-2 
advantage and the boost the 
needed in claiming a 
7-4 win over Copiah-Lincoin 
in a semifinal game Friday. 
Other top _— sluggers 
include Lauren Nicholas 
with three singles and Kasie 
Buckley and _ Brittney 
Cochran with two singles 
each. Singles each were 
recorded by Taylor Bailey, 
Hailey Chisolm, Paige 





Scott Hil, left, East Central Comma College 
head softball coach, accepts his team’s rufiner-up 
award in the MACJC State Softball Tournament 
from Athletic Commissioner Jim Southward follow- 
ing the Lady Diamond Warriors’ 2-0 loss to Pearl 
River Community College last Friday. The two-day 
tournament was hosted by Itawamba Community 


College in Fulton. 


Holsen, and Morgan Malone. 
Hannah Lee was credited 
with two RBis. 
Bailey was the winning 
pitcher, allowing four runs 


on 10 hits in the seven- 
inning battle. She also 
fanned two. 
Pearl River 2 
ECCC 0 


Held scoreless for only the 
second time this scason, 
ECCC fell short in its quest 
for a first state title in Friday's 
championship contest. 


ECCC photo 


Sheila Hall (12-9) 
allowed only two baserun- 
ners to the Lady Warriors 
with Kasie Buckley’s leadoff 
single in the bottom of the 
fifth breaking up a no-hit bid. 
It would be the only hit of the 
game for ECCC. 

The win gave Pearl River 
its first state softball title. 

Taylor Bailey went the 
distance for EC and took the 
loss, allowing two runs on 
nine hits. She also fanned 
eight. 
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ECCC Lady Diamond Warriors — Region 23 Champs! 
Celebrating the program’s first Region 23 Champrenshm are the above members of East Central Community College’s fast- 
pitch softball team, shown following their 7-1 victory over Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College Saturday, May 8 at 
Traceway Park in Clinton. The Lady Diamond Warriors, who improved to 44-9-1 following the historic win, have now set their 
sightson the 2010 NJCAA Division Hl Sofibal)Championship scheduled May 20-22 in Normal, Illinojs, East Central advanced 
to the regional finals after upsetting top-ranked Louisiana State University at Eunice 4-3 in first-round action and clipping Gulf 
Coast 3-1 in the semi-finals of the three-day, double-elumimation event. The Lady Diamond Warriors finished second in the 
MACIC State Championship held the previous week at Itawamba Community College in Fulton. Members. of the championship 
squad and their respective high schools include Morgan’ Malone, Madison Central; Sierra Farlow, Lauren Nicholas, Abbie 
Joiner, Emily Breland and Hailey Chisolm, all of Neshoba Central; Summer Alexander, Brittney Cochran and Kasie Buckley, all 
of Newton County; Olivia Maher, East Ascension HS, Gonzales, La.; Shelby Smith and Paige Holsen, both of Union; Chelsea 
Jones, Enterprise; Taylor Bailey, Bowie HS, Austin, Texas; Hannah Lee, Leake Academy; student managers Monica James of 
Leake Academy and Sydney Tucker of Neshoba Central; Kristin Chaney, assistant coach; and Scott Hill, head coach. (EC 
Photo) 
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East Central ¢ Pitney College softball coaches Scott Hill 
(head) and Kristin Chaney (assistant) receive a victory bath 
from team mentbers as they hug each other in celebrating the 
Lady Diamond Warriors’ 7-1 victory over Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College Saturday for the Region 23 Championship. 
East Central earlier defeated Gulf Coast 3-1 in semi-final action 
and rallied to beat top-ranked Louisiana State University at 
Eunice 4-3 in first-round competition of the three-day, double- 
elimination tournament held at Traceway Park in Clinton, The 
Lady Diamond Warriors, who improved to 44-9-1 following their 
first region title, advance to the 2010 NJCAA Division II Soft- 
ball Championship schedtiled May 20-22 in narnia, Illinois, 
(EC Photo) ~ 
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Members of the 2010 Region 23 champion East Central Community College 
fastpitch softball team and their respective high schools include (first row, from 
left) catcher Paige Holsen, Union; third baseman Hailey Chisolm, Neshoba 
Central; outfielder Olivia Maher, East Ascension High School in Gonzales, La.; 
infielder Sierra Farlow, Neshoba Central; pitcher Shelby Smith, Union; second 
baseman Lauren Nicholas, and catcher/outfielder Abbie Joiner, both of 
Neshoba Central; and infielder Chelsea Jones, Enterprise; (second row) first 
baseman Brittney Cochran, Newton County; outfielder Summer Alexander, 
Newton County; outfielder Emily Breland, Neshoba Central; outfielder 
Hannah Lee, Leake Academy: shortstop/pitcher Kasie Buckley, Newton 
County; infielder/pitcher Viorgan Malone, Madison Central; pitcher Taylor 
Bailey, Bowie High School, Austin, Texas; and (top row) managers Monica 
James of Leake Academy, Christian Ortega of Forest and Sydney Tucker of 
Neshoba Central; head coach Scott Hill, and assistant coach Kristin Chaney. 
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REGION 23 CHAMPIONS 


| Kasie | Brittney 
Buckley Cochran 


Hailey 
Chisolm 


Sierra 
Farlow Joiner 
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Efforts under way to help 
send EC team to nationals 


Fundraising efforts are under way to 

help send East Central Community 
College’s fastpitch softball tearh to the 
2010 NJCAA Division TW Softball 
Championship scheduled Thursday- 
Saturday in Normal, III. 
The Lady Warriors qualified for the 
national tournament after capturing the 
| program’s first Region 23 title in a 7-1 win 
}over Mississippi Gulf Coast Community 
College on May 8 at Traceway Park in 
| Clinton. 

East Central, which improved to 44-9-1 
under seventh-year head coach Scott Hill 
following the historic victory, will need 
| approximately $12,000 to pay for the 
team’s expenses in the three-day tourna- 


| ment, according to Stacey Hollingsworth, 


executive director for foundation and 
alumni relations. Hollingsworth is coordi- 
nating fundraising efforts on behalf of The 
Warrior Club, a support group for ECCC 
athletics. 

“We are asking alumni and frends of 
the college to help with expenses by mak- 
ing tax-deductible contributions to the 
ECCC Foundation,” said Hollingsworth. 
“Donors of at least $100 will be given an 
autographed softball signed by members of 
the championship Lady Warrior squad.” —| 

Contributions may be sent to Stacey 
Hollingsworth, Office of Foundation and | 
Alumni Relations, East Central | 
Community College, P.O. Box 129, 
Decatur, MS 39327. The e-mail address is 
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ECCC oe 
Mott in Division IL 


national tourney 








The East Central Community College seit- 
ball team understood how good & could be 
even before its run to the NJCAA Division TT 
national tournament. 

The Warriors’ first 
inkling that they could still 
be playing today against 
Mott (Mich.) Community 
College at 10 a.m. in 
Normal, Ill, came during the 
rugged MACJC South Divi- 
sion slate, at least for coach Scott HilL 





"As you go along in the South Division of 


our state, if you can get some big wins, it 
really bodes well for what you can accom- 
plish even here at this tournament,” Hill said 


Wednesday after East Central wrapped up its 


practice at Champion Fields. "Those teams 
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eing title run 


have shown that you can come up here and 
do well. Now you never know how strong 
other states are going to be from year to 
year, but we hope those past successes can 
carry over for us this year." 

One thing that has carried the Warriors 
through their 44-9 season has been stellar 

g. Freshman Taylor Bailey has led 

“CC with a 25-6 mark and has posted a 1.78 
ERA. Still, what has impressed Hill most 
about Bailey and fellow freshman Kasie 
Buckley, a former Newton County standout, 
has been their competitiveness, especially in 
‘crucial situations. 

’ "We talk about that every time we take the 
Geld that we feel like no matter which one is 
pitching. they are going to give us a chance 
oor time out," Hill said. "Our defense 

knows they are going to get groundballs and 
give them a chance and they are both just so 
competitive. 

"They are not necessarily competitive with 
each other. They just both want to do well 
and to get the job done. And both have done 
a great job this year of when runners got on 
to strand the. They really, really rose to the 


Buckley has posted a 16-2 mark and a 2.68 
ERA. Her presence as the Warriors' No. 2 is 


_ another reason Hill is optimistic about the 


‘Warriors’ chances this weekend. 





"We know that:n this 16-team, double- 
elimination tournament that we are going to 
have to get big innings from both of them to 
be successful," he said. 

That pitching combination has been suc- 
cessful all year, even when East Central's 
offense, which has shown the ability to be 
explosive, has cooled off against tougher 
pitching. The key, though, Hill said has beer 
the Warriors’ ability to still get big hits. 
Buckley leads East Central, offensively, with 
a .469 average, 53 runs and is second with 4) 
RBIs. Former Leake Academy standout 
Hannah Lee leads East Central with 47 RBIs 
along with 12 home runs and a.447 a 
Hailey Chisolm, of Neshoba Central, has hit 

.389 with 46 runs and 46 RBIs. 

"As we went into division we were an 
explosive team on offense," Hill said. "But as 
the games got tougher, we still got key hits 
in crucial situations - big two-out hits - and 
were still able to have some big innings. 

"But the biggest thing was the pitching 
and defense has been really good. We just 
gave up five runs in three games at the 
regionals." 

Mott will also be making its first trip to th 
nationals and the Bears are led by Bridget 
Miller with a .436 average, 21 RBIs and 25 
runs. 
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East Central 7 
Johnson County 2 

_ East Central wasted little 
time in jumping on Johnson 
County (Kan.) on Friday in the 
second round Friday. 

The Warriors scored three in 

mine runs were tallied on home 


Kasie Buckley smashed a three- 
run home run in the first after 

| Alexander, also a 
former Newton County 


tral (46-3) got another blast, this 
time from Lee. Chisolm started 
the rally with a double before 
Cochran moved her to third 
with a single. Holsen then 
walked to load the bases for 
Lee, who smashed her grand 
Bailey went the distance, scat- 
tering 10 hits, while striking out 
eight. She allowed solo home 
runs to Kim Smith in the fourth 
ane a0 Rane nie in the sev- 
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ECCC Photo 
East Central Community 
College pitcher Taylor Bailey 
pitched a complete game to 
lead the Warriors past 
Johnson County (Kan.) in the 
second round of the NJCAA 
Division II national champi- 
onship Friday in Normal, Ill. 


East Central 
upended by 
Kankakee 

at nationals 


After blasting past Johnson 
County (Kan,) in the second 
round of the NJCAA Division II 
softball national championship 
Friday, East 
Central Com- 
munity Col- 
lege ran into 
trouble in the 
third round. 

Kankakee 





used a two-run rally in the sixth =: 


to break a deadlock 


beat Johnson County 7-2 earlier 
in the day in Normal, Ill. 
Kankakee grabbed the lead 


: in the first, getting a one-out 


single from Shannon Stipek, 
who stole second agd then 
scored on a two-out double from 
Brianna DiGioia. East Central 
would rally, though. 


WEEK OF 





One a - War- ~ 

riors put their fir: runne 

on as Brittney Cochran singled 
and Paige Holsen reached on an 
error that allowed Cochran to 
advance to third. Hannah Lee, a 
former Leake Academy 
standout, followed with a sacri- 
fice fly to tie the game. After 
Morgan Malone reached 9 an 
error, she was cuaght st 

and Taylor Bailey grouno.. oul, 
stranding Holsen at third. 

The game remained knotted 
at 1 until the sixth. There, 
Hannah Santora reached on an 
error and Stipek singled, 
moving Santora to third. Tara 
Buchanan gave Kankakee the 
lead with a sacrifice fly and 
three batters later, Sam Arenkill 
singled to plate Stipek. ; 

East Central would get a pair 
of singles in the bottom of the 
seventh, a leadoff hit from 
Bailey and a two-out hit from 
Hailey Chisolm, but the War- 
riors were unable to get the run. 

Bailey suffered the hard-luck 
loss, allowing three runs — one 
earned — on five hits and 
striking out five. 
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aa SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 


DECATUR — We just ran out 

, ofigas,” said East Central Com- 
munity College coach Scott Hill 
moments aller his fast-pitch 
ball team dropped a 10-2 decision 
1 No. 2 seed lowa Lakes early 


-Soturday afternoon m an eliminas 


tion game of the 2010 NJCAA 


)Division i Softball Champi- 


on hip. — 
_ The loss opsesaninn the Lady 
fourth 





20-hour period and concluded 

ipation in the three-day tour 
\Eemeck Weld in Normal, {linois. 

Hill, a Forest native who has 

_ led the College's softball program 
for seven years, had n Q 

praise foe his rc Ie 

Lady Warriors who finished 





soll 


‘contest within a 


fourth m the prestigious tourna- 
ment and completed season action 
with a 47-ll record. 

“Lam really proud of this team, 
although it was a little heart- 
breaking to suffer that loss and get 


put out of the tournament,” Hill 


commented as he and team mem- 
bers were en route Sunday to the 


Decatur | “But after hav- 
=e 8 a little pe ee ! Line 








and two players received honors 
in recognition of their success 


St gon ene 


and two losses. 


—_—" 


and three singles and had seven 


‘Hits squad is also full Of talent” 
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Buckley was named as tourna- pl 
ment’s most valuable offensive Hill 
player and freshman Richest 
lor Bailey was named 
Tournament Team. 
Buckley, ad tiene Chis 
County High School, batted .636 tral 
with three home runs, a double Newton 





RBis during the five games. Bai- fal ad 
ley pitched in every game until 
cs relieved by Buckley for the 
fin 


Lakes. She ep 
ake Ad saa : 
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Softball 


Continued from page 7A 





“We owe a lot to our six 





all season Tong,” said Hill. 
“They are all so very humble 
and we will miss them so much. 

Kristin) Chaney and 





ECCC Lady Diamond Wittiors 


finish fourth in NJCAA 


“We just ran out of gas,” commented Bast 
moments after his fast-pitch softball team droppec 

a 10-2 decision to No. 2 seed Iowa Lakes sadly 
Saudi afternoon in an elimination game of the 
2010 NJCAA Division II Softball Championship. 
The loss represented the Lady Warriors’ fourth 
contest within a 20-hour period and concluded par 





ticipation in the three-day tournament held in 


Normal, Illinois. 

Hill, who has led the College's softball program 
for seven years, had nothing but praise for his his- 
ony eT ee 

and c 


the prestigious tournament 
action with a 47-11 record. 

“l am really proud of this team, although it was 
a little heart-breaking to suffer that loss and get put 
out of the tournament,” Hill commented as he and 
team members were en route Sunday to the 
Decatur campus. “But after having a little time to 
reflect, I think it is quite an accomplishment to fin- 
ish as high (fourth) as we did. The two losses we 
suffered were to the #1 and #2 seeds in tourna- 
ment, so we know we got beat by two very good 


Hill’s squad is also full of talent and two play- 








tourney 


ers received honors in recognition of their success 
cuit ed erin aet two losses. 
hman shortstop Kasie Buckley was named 

as the bo \olabaauabt's tesa talvabis ofSoorive pep 
er and freshman pitcher Taylor Bailey was named 
to the All-Tournament Team. 

Buckley, a produet of Newton County High 
School, batted .636 with three home runs, a double 
and three § and had seven BBls iad tes the 









games. 
five singles in the five 





‘ il py soeae 
pont eae is pias of 
Bowie High School in A 
“It was certainly an 0 rm our program to 
have had two young ladies recognized for their 
play in the national tournament,” Hill said. 

Hill also recognized his sophomore players, 
who include infielders Sierra Farlow and Hailey 
Chisolm, both of Neshoba Central, and Brittany 
Cochran of Newton County; Hannah 
Lee of Leake Academy and Emily Breland of 
Neshoba Central; and catcher/infielder Paige 
Holsen of Union. 

See SOFTBALL, page 9A 


everyone in this program are to 
be commended for all their hard 
work and dedication in seeing 
that this team accomplish so 
many goals that we set for our- 
selves.” 

_ Ail is also appreciative: of 


Ft fot the JUCAA Toamey as 
HG AUTORN (MOA 


; re We ave the best fans in the 





are truly appreciative for all their 


the 16-team, double-elimination 
defeated No. 8 seed Mississippi 
Gulf i mete: ea 4-2 


were world. 1 want to en Johi son C u 


prayers, generous contributions 
and even snacks for the trip. We 





ths weather: EC fell 3:1 fo top- 
seeded Kanakee (Illinois) Friday 


ning the three-day ‘competition 
Thursday with a 7-0 shutout of 


No.12 seed Mott (Michigan). 
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Hill also recognized his 
sophomore players includ- 
ing Hannah Lee of Leake 
Academy. 

“We owe a lot to our 
six sophomores for their 
leadership all season 
long,” said Hill. “They are 
all so very humble and we 
will miss them so much. 

Hill is also apprecia- 
tive of the support shown 
for the Lady Diamond 
Warriors, who qualified 
for the NJCAA Tourney as 
Region 23 Tournament 
champions. 


ECCC 7 
Mott 0 

The Lady Diamond 
Warriors began tourna- 
ment competition by post- 
ing a 7-0 win Thursday 
(May 20) over Mott Com- 
munity College of Flint, 
Michigan. 

The Lady Diamond 
Warriors collected 15 hits 
in the easy victory and 
Bailey improved to 25-7 
in recording the shut-out. 

Hannah Lee doubled 
and singled in the game. 

Bailey got the win and 
improved to 25-7. She 
allowed just five hits and 

, fanned six batters in the 
APP EAREL seven-inning matchup. 


CARTHAG — 7 — 
ohnson Co. 
NEWTON ( Lee blasted a grand 
slam home run and Kasie 
SPIRIT OF Buckley added a three- 
MERIDIAP run shot to lead EC in a 


7-2 win over Johnson 
County (Kansas) early 
Friday night. 

Brittany Cochran also 
had a productive outing 
at the plate with three 
singles. Hailey Chislom 
contributed a double and 
single and Bailey was 
eredited with two singles. 

Bailey was the win- 
ning pitcher, improving to 
26-7. She fanned eight 
batters and allowed 10 
hits in the seven-inning 
battle. 


Kanakee 3 
ECCC 1 
The Lady Diamond 
Warriors suffered their 
first tournament loss in a 
3-1 decision to top-seed 
Kanakee Community Col- 
lege late Friday night. 
EC managed just two 
hits in the setback — a 


double by Lauren 
Nicholas and a single by 
Brittany Cochran. 


Cochran scored on Lee’s 
sacrifice fly to center 
field. 

Bailey (26-8) took the 
loss, allowing only one 
earned run on five hits. 


ECCC 4 
Gulf Coast 2 


Buckley’s two-run 
homer in the top of the 
seventh inning gave the 
Lady Diamond Warriors a 
4-1 lead and EC held on 
to defeat Gulf Coast 4-2 
Saturday morning. 





Lee contributed a 


double and a single. 

Bailey was the win- 
ning pitcher, improving to 
27-8. She allowed two 
runs on eight hits. She 
also fanned four batters 
and walked a batter. 


Iowa Lakes 10 
ECCC 2 

The Lady Diamond 
Warriors were eliminated 
from tournament competi- 
tion following a 10-2 loss 
to No. 2 Iowa Lakes Sat- 
urday afternoon. 

EC grabbed a 1-0 lead 
in the first inning, when 
Buckley’s single to right 
field scored Hailey 
Chisolm who had earlier 
doubled. 

Buckley homered in 
the fourth and stretched 
EC’s lead to 2-0; however, 
Iowa Lakes tied the con- 
test in the bottom of the 
frame. 

After the Lady War- 
riors were unable to score 
in the fifth, lowa Lakes 
grabbed the victory by 
scoring eight runs in the 
bottom of the inning and 
the was called due to the 
eight-run rule. 

Bailey (27-9) took the 
loss. She allowed six 
earned runs on six hits. 
She also fanned six bat- 
ters and walked one. 
Buckley hurled the final 
2.3 inning, allowing two 
hits. She also walked a 
batter. 
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East Central pitcher Taylor Bailey, pictured in action fein edeiten in 


the season, mowed down Mott Community College on Thursday in the 
NJCAA Division I title tournament in Normal, Dl. EC finished fourth. 
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Lady Warriors 


start hot, 


finish 


fourth in Div. Il 


“We just ran out of 
gas,” commented East 
Central Community Col- 
lege coach Scott Hull 
moments after his fast- 
pitch softball team 
dropped a 10-2 decision to 
No. 2 seed lowa Lakes 
early Saturday afternoon 
in an elimination game of 
the 2010 NJCAA Division 
II Softball Championship. 

The loss represented 
the Lady Warriors’ fourth 
contest within a 20-hour 
period and concluded par- 
ticipation in the three-day 
tournament held im Nor- 
mal, [lhnois. 

Hill, who has led the 
College’s softball program 
for seven years, had noth- 
ing but praise for his his- 
tory-making Lady War- 
riors who finished fourth 
in the prestigious tourna- 
ment and completed sea- 
son action with a 47-11 
record. 

“I am really proud of 
this team, although it was 
a little heart-breaking to 


suffer that loss and get 
put out of the tourna- | 
ment,” Hill’ commented as 
he and team members 
were en route Sunday to 
the Decatur campus. “But 
after having a little time 
to reflect, I think it is | 
quite an accomplishment 
to finish as high (fourth) 
as we did. 

“The two losses we suf- 
fered were to the #1 and 
#2 seeds in tournament, 
so we know we got beat by 
two very good teams.” 

Hill’s squad is also full 
of talent and two players 
received honors in recog- 
nition of their success 
during the team’s three 
victories and two losses, 

Freshman shortstop 
Kasie Buckley was named 
as the tournament's most 
valuable offensive player 
and freshman pitcher 
Taylor Bailey was named 
to the All-Tournament 
Team. 


> See ROAD on 6A 
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2010 nearly a (ie 


- perfect 10 for 
~ Lady Warriors 


The Spring of 2010 was- 
n't quite a perfect 10 for the 
fastpitch softball team at 
East Central Community 
College, but it didn’t miss by 
much. 

The Lady Warriors fey 
finished fourth in the | 4 
NJCAA Division II |r” 
Championships in } 
Normal, Hl., | 
May. It was their first | 
trip to the national 
tournament. 

Prior to that, the 
Lady Warriors won 
the rugged MACIC 
South Division regu- 
lar season chanipi- 
onship with a 17-7 league 
mark. 

About the only title that 
eluded the ECCC girls in 
their 47-11-! season-was the 
MACIC state tournament 
crown. Even that was within 
reach as the Lady Warriors 
lost 2-0 to Pearl River in the 
tournament finals. 

“It was very special to go 
out.in-that- way,” said first 
baseman Brittney Cochran of 
Newton County. “To be on a 
region championship team 
when that’s never happened 
before at EC 1s special...as a 
sophomore especially.” 

“IT told somebody _ the 
other day that it was tough 
when you lose that last 





in late | ar) 


Marty 
Stamper 


game,” said ECCC seventh- 
year coach Scott Hill. “Even 
though you know that you’ve 
done so well, it’s still tough 
because you're playing hard 
and you've played well 


ae against those teams 


that are there. 

“I felt like we 
were just as good as 
anybody there. That 
rain was tough on 
everybody, but | 
think if the tourna- 
ment had been 
played like it was 
scheduled, a different 
team may have won 
and maybe that could 
have been us. 

“But | was just very proud 
of how we played all season 
long. There were a couple 
times we had to face a little 
adversity during the season 
when we had a couple of real 
tough division losses, but we 
overcame them and that’s 
been the story of this 
team...they overcame a_ lot 
and played well when they 
needed to.” 

None played better in 
Illinois than former Newton 
County High School stand- 
out Kasite Buckley as she 
was named the Most 
Valuable Offensive Player in 
the national tournament after 
batting .636 with three home 
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East Central freshman center fielder Summer Alexander of Newton County 
High School receives congratulations from her teammates after hitting a home 
run in an early-season win over Northwest Mississippi. 


runs, a double, three singles, 
and seven RBI, 

“| didn’t expect to get it, 
but it felt good,” Buckley 
said of the prestigious honor. 

Cochran, who was select- 
ed team captain, had an idea 
back in the Fall that this 
Spring could be special at 
EC. 

“Pcame “into this year 
knowing we had more than 
enough talent to get there,” 
Cochran said. “Just pushing 
everybody to get to that point 
was what I wanted to do.” 

With the national tourna- 
ment appearance now a real- 
ity instead of merely an 
unfulfilled dream, the bar is 
already raised high for the 


2011 Lady Warriors. 

Building on the 2010 
team’s success will be the 
objective from here on in 
terms of keeping ECCC on 
the national scene. 

The No. | goal is sim- 
ple...°To get back to where 
we were,” Buckley said. “We 
lose six really good players 
and it’s going to be hard to 
replace them, but hopefully 
we can do that.” 

That would include play- 
ers like sophomore catcher 
Paige Holsen of Union who 
caught every game in 2010. 
And sophomores Hannah 
Lee in left field and Hailey 
Chisolm at third base. 

The good news is that 


ECCC photo 


both Buckley (16-2) and 
Taylor Batley (27-9) return 
to the pitcher’s circle in 
2011. 

“T try to be realistic,” Hill 
said. “We want to go back 
and we want to do as well. 
We know that for us to do 
well this year a lot of good 
things had to happen. 

“To get back next year, a 
lot of good things would 
have to happen. We might 
have just as good a team, but 
for whatever reason, the 
breaks may not go our way. 

“Getting a taste of it this 
year, we sure would like to 
do it again, but you've got to 
have some good things hap- 
pen for you.” 
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JUCO SOFTBALL... . 
ECCC’s ~ 
Buckley 
Named NJCAA 
All-American 


offensive player he 
NJCAA Division IT Softball 
Tournament after helping lead 
the Lady Diamond Warriors to 
a fourth-place finish in the 
May 20-2 5 amma held in 
Normal, IIlin 

Buckley: mith, a key player 
for East Central's history- 
making softball team, which — 
won three of five matchups in 
the double-elimination event, 
The Newton County High 
School product posted a .636 


average, belted three 
home runs, a double and three 
singles, and collected seven 
RBIs during the five contests. 
She earlier received All- 
Region 23 and MACIC First 





average with 10 home runs, 
three triples and 19 doubles, 


and was credited with 47 RBIs. 


She also posted a 16-2 

Ap haes on the mound with Ss 
run average. She 
fanned 47 batters. 

The Lady Didmond War- 
riors, who qualified for the 
program: s first trip to 

ationals as at 23 cham- 
pions, completed the 2010 
season with a 47-11 record 
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Hill takes ECCC 
softball to tourney 


Lady Diamond Warriors Finish 
Fourth In NJCAA Tourney 


SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 


“We just ran out of gas,” said East Central Communi- 
ty College coach Scott Hill moments after his fast-pitch 
softball team dropped a 10-2 decision to No. 2 seed Iowa 
Lakes recently in an elimination game of the 2010 
NJCAA Division II Softball Championship. The loss rep- 
resented the Lady Warriors’ fourth contest within a 20- 
hour period and concluded participation in the three-day 
tournament held in Normal, Illinois. 

Hill, a Forest native who has led the college’s softball 
program for seven years, had nothing but praise for his 
history-making Lady Warriors who finished fourth in the 
prestigious tournament and completed season action with 
a 47-11 record. 

“| am really proud of this team, although it was a little 
heart-breaking to suffer that loss and get put out of the 
tournament,” Hill said. “But after having a little time to 
reflect, [| think it is quite an accomplishment to finish as 
high (fourth) as we did. The two losses we suffered were 
to the number one and two seeds in the tournament, so we 
know we got beat by two very good teams.” 

Hill’s squad is also full of talent and two players 
received honors in recognition of their success during the 
team’s three victories and two losses. 

“It was certainly an honor for our program to have had 
two young ladies recognized for their play in the nation- 
al tournament,” Hill said. 

“We owe a lot to our six sophomores for their leader- 
ship all season long,” said Hill. “They are all so very 
humble and we will miss them so much. Coach (Kristin) 
Chaney and everyone in this program are to be com- 
mended for all their hard work and dedication in seeing 
that this team accomplish so many goals that we set for 
ourselves.” 

Hill is also appreciative of the support shown for the 

erg Lady Diamond Warriors, who qualified for the NJCAA 
APPEARED IN: Tourney as Region 23 Tournament champions. 
“We have the best fans in the whole world. I want to 
CARTHAGINIAN thank those that made the trip and also those who were 7MOCRAT 
| __ unable to make it but kept up with us throughout the tour- | 
NEWTON COUNTY APPEA nament,” Hill said. “I also want to thank those who sup- ITY TIMES ov 


ported our team with their prayers, generous contribu- | 
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ECCC SOFTBALL 
MANAGERS 


Managers on the 2010 East Central Community College fast- |. 
pitch softball team are (from left) Sydney Tucker, Monica | —?- 
James and Christian Ortega of Forest. Not pictured, Scott 5 ~ Mie 






Hill, a Forest native, serves as Lady Diamond Warrior head 
coach and Kristin Chaney is his assistant. 
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ey 


named NJCAA 
All-American 


_. Kasie Buckley of Little 
Rock capped off a successful 
freshman season on East 
Central Community Col- 
lege’s cham- 








High School product posted 
a .636 batting average, belted 
three home runs, a double 
and three singles, and col- 
lected seven RBI during the 


co, from 
pionship fast- ‘schoo! five contests. 
pitch softball i. ae She ¢arlier received All- 
team with her *©POrts heaion2 23 and MACIC first 
selection as 7 team _-All- 
an NJCAA | State honors 
Division I } and was 
All-Amer- 7 selected the 
ican. mom bt ad iy 
Buckley, ] Warriors’ 
who played west 
shortstop and Valuable 
pitched, ie ated 
chosen on Prior to 
12-member competing in 
squad as a the NJCAA 
utility player. tournament, 
She had earli- Buckley 
er garnered [| owned a .469 
Mby ore Be batting aver- 
Valuable | age with 10 
Offensive | home runs, 
Player honors | three triples, 
inthe NJCAA Ez a Ms and 19 dou- 
Division If Kasie Buckley bles, and was 
Softball credited with 


Tournament after helping 
lead the Lady Warriors to a 
fourth-place finish in the 
May 20-22 competition held 
in Normal, Il. 

Buckley was a key player 
for East Central’s history- 
making softball team, which 

APPEARED IN: won three of five matchups 
in the double-elimination 
event. The Newton County 
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47 RBL. 

She also posted a 16-2 
record in the circle with a 
2.68 earned run average. She 
fanned 47 batters. 

The Lady Warriors, who 
qualified for the program’s 
first trip to Nationals as 
Region 23 champions, com- 
pleted the 2010 season with a 
47-11-1 record. 
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Lady Warrior Softball Award Winners 

Members of East Central Community College’s fastpitch softball team who won 
various honors following their championship 2010 season are (seated from left) 
Lauren Nicholas, of Neshoba Central High School, Baserunning Award: 
Summer Alexander of Newton County, Most Improved; Sierra Farlow of 
Neshoba Central, Lady Warrior award; and Taylor Bailey, of Bowie High 
School in Austin, Texas, All-Region 23, MACJC All-State, NJCAA Division II 
All-Tournament Team, and team Most Valuable Pitcher. Standing are Hailey 
Chisolm of Neshoba Central, All-Region 23 and co-recipient of the team’s Most 
Valuable Offensive Player award; Kasie Buckley of Newton County, NJCAA 
Division II All-American, NJCAA Division I] Tournament Most Valuable 
Offensive Player, All-Region 23, MACJC All-State and team Most Valuable 
Player; Emily Breland of Neshoba Central, Lady Warrier award; and Paige 
Holsen of Union, All-Region 23 and team Most Valuable Defensive Player. Not 
pictured is Hannah Lee of Leake Academy, who was selected All-Region 23 and 
MACJC All-State and was co-recipient of the team’s Most Valuable Offensive 
Player award. The Lady Diamond Warriors won the Region 23 Tournament, 
finished fourth in the NJCAA Division II Softball Tournament and completed 

season action with a 47-11-1 record under head coach Scott Hill and assistant 


Kristin Chaney. 
ECCC photo 
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Receives ECCC Lady Diamond Warrior awards 


Above are members of East Central Community College fast-pitch softball team who won various honors following their 
championship 2010 season. Seated from left are Lauren Nicholas, a product of Neshoba Central High School, base-run- 
hing award; Summer Alexander of Newton County, most improved; Sierra Farlow of Neshoba Central, Lady Warrior award; 
and Taylor Bailey, of Bowie High Schoo! in Austin, Texas, All-Region 23, MACJC All-State, NJCAA Division II All-Tourna- 
ment Team and team most valuable pitcher. Standing from left are Hailey Chisolm of Neshoba Central, All-Region 23 and 
co-recipient of the team’s most valuable offensive player award; Kasie Buckley of Newton County, NJCAA Division II All- 
American, NJCAA Division || Tournament Most Valuable Offensive Player, All-Region 23, MACJC All-State and team most 
valuable player; Emily Breland of Neshoba Central, Lady Warrior award; and Paige Holsen of Union, All-Region 23 and 
team most valuable defensive player. Not pictured is Hannah Lee of Leake Academy, who was selected All-Region 23 and 
MACJC All-State and was. co-recipient of the team’s most valuable offensive player award. The Lady Diamond Warriors 
won the Region 23’ Toumament, finished fourth in the NJCAA Division II Softball Toumament and completed season action 
with a 47-11 record under head coach Scott Hill and assistant Kristin Chaney. 
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McGee inks ECCC softball scholarship 

Eden McGee, seated center, a former softball standout at Neshoba Central High School, 
is shown signing a national letter of intent to continue her career at East Central 
Community College in Decatur. The talented third baseman received numerous honors 
throughout her career in slow-pitch and fast-pitch competition. She was named to the 


Class 5A All-State Team in slow-pitch in addition to receiving All Division 3-5A hi 
She was also named a M.A.C. All-Star and pave Geer m most valuable and best defen 
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ECCC Squad Presented Championships Rings 
Proudly displaying their Region 23 Championship rings are members of the 2010 East Central 
Community College fastpitch softball team who received the new jewelry during halftime ceremonies of 
the Warriors’ 24-14 football victory over Jones County Junior College last Thursday. The Lady Diamond 
Warriors, led by head coach Scott Hill and assistant Kristin Chaney, captured the program’s first region 
title and finished fourth in the NJCAA Division II Softball Tournament en route to a record 47 wins, 11 
losses and one tie, The EC squad also finished state runner-up. Team members and their respective high 
schools include (not in order) Morgan Malone, Madison Central; Sierra Farlow, Lauren Nicholas, Abbie 
Joiner, Emily Breland and Hailey Chisolm, all of Neshoba Central; Summer Alexander, Brittney 
Cochran and Kasie Buckley, all of Newton County; Olivia Maher, East Ascension High School, Gonzales, 
La.; Shelby Smith and Paige Holsen, both of Union; Chelsea Jones, Enterprise; Taylor Bailey, Bowie 
High School, Austin, Texas; and Hannah Lee, Leake Academy. Managers were Monica James of Leake 
Academy, Jessica Bozeman of Carthage and Sydney Tucker of Neshoba Central. 
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JUCO ROUNDUP 
Region 23 champion 
Warrior softball 
team to be honored 


from school reports 

DECATUR — Championships rings will be presented 
to East Central Community College's 2010 softball team 
during halftime activities of the Warriors’ fonthal game 
with Jones County Junior College today. ne 
Kickoff for the MACIC South Division 
battle is set for 6:30 p.m. at Bailey Sta- 
dium. we 

The Warriors captured th 
grath’s first Region 23 title and finished fourth in the 
NJCAA Division If Softball Tournament en route toa 
record 44 wins, 11 losses and one tie. East Central also 
finished state runners-up. 

‘Scott Hill serves as head coach and Kristin Chaney is 
his assistant. 

Members of the championship squad include Morgan 
Malone; Sierra Farlow, Lauren Nicholas, Abbie Joiner, 
Emily Breland and Hailey Chisolm, all of Neshoba Cen- 
tral: Summer Alexander, Brittany Cochran and Kasie 
Buckley, Newton County; Olivia Maher; Shelby Smith 
‘and Paige Holsen, both of Union; Chelsea Jones, Enter- 
prise; Taylor Bailey; and Hannah Lee, Leake Academy. 








APPEARED IN: 


CARTHAGINIAN ; | | NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
NEWTON COUNTY APPEAL SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 


SPIRIT OF MORTON WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 


; 
| | CLARION-LEDGER 


MERIDIAN STAR XS 


a 


= —=—— 





WEEKOF | - ++ -|C | 


ECCC STUDENTS HELPING KEEP HIGHWAYS CLEAN SUBMITTED PHOTO 
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These ECCC students display 
several bags of trash collected 
on Hwy. 15 south of Decatur. 
The students are members of 
Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta 
Kappa, the international 


| honor society for two-year 
colleges, and participate in the 


highway clean-up as a com- 
munity service project. From 
left: Jordan Gunn, Forest; Kelly 
Dansby, Philadelphia; Kurt 
Simoneau, Louin; Morgan 
Wells, Madison; Tyler Jones, 


_ Walnut Grove; Kimberly Black- 


well, Louisville; Abby McMil- 


| lan, Newton; Jason Watkins, 


Brandon; Jaqlene Robinson, 

Noxapater; Drew Evans, For- 

est; and Anna Fulton, 

Louisville. Also pictured is 

Theta Xi co-adviser Curt Skip- 
——— 
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SUBMITTED PHOTO 


: | ; 7 a collected canned goods for Love’s Kitchen 
of 3 munity College’s Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa co : vee 
ese sh Ss oF Gia coooamanthe service projects. Club members and advisers are shown with the ania ae sha 
. pecenlo lal are Jordan Gunn of Forest, advisers Patrick Stokley, Kate Covich and Curt Skipper; Kimberly Blac 





to delivery rot Abby McMillan of Newton. Phi Theta Kappa is the international honor society for two-year colleges. 
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ECCC CHILDCARE STUDENTS; 





These students and staff members at the East Central Community College childcare facility 
recently mailed candy and homemade Christmas cards to soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
The gift boxes were sent to Jemeris Payton, son of ECCC Early Childhood Education Direc- 
tor Debra Payton, who is stationed in Iraq and Dwayne Jackson, father of preschool student 
soldiers after they received the cards and candy. Pictured are (front row, from left) Alexis 
Windham, Payton Pinter, Layla Love, Maurice Sanders, Natalie Felton, Rebecca Blackburn, 
Ryann Gorgas, Jesse Smith, Bella Grace Jones and Macy Walker; (second row, from left) 
Kristina Crabtree, Chamblee Ezelle, Monique McCallum, Samantha Boykin, Kristen Alexan- 
der, Benjamin Bozeman, Lyric Jackson, Kemari Brown and Tanner Strebeck; and (back row, 
from left) Christa Robinson, Mary Lee Gregory, Chafony Evans, Debra Payton, Kathy Geor 
Michelle Moss, Parker Pinter, Whitney Nash, Madison Moore, Victoria York and Micah Wat- 
son. 
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ECCC Residence Hall Council 
Residence Hall Council 
| members for 2009-10 have 
been announced for East Cen- 
tral Community College in 
Decatur. The organization 
consists of students who | 
assist the Director of Student | 
i Life in supervising dormito- 
ee a) gene | ries. The group is composed 
zy ere | of resident assistants and 
other at-large members. 
Members and their respective 
hometowns include: (front 
ey row, from left) Laura Gunn, | 
S| Forest; Amanda Watts and | 
poge Denetra Darden, both of | 
| | Louisville; (second row, from 
left) Jordan Gunn, Forest and 
Matt Griffin, Union; and (top 
| row) Zachary Eaves, 
Louisville’ For more informa- 
tion about EC Residence 
Council, contact Housing 
»| Director Marcie Pinson at 607- 
| 635-6213 or call toll free, 1- 
877-462-3222, ext. 213. (EC 
Photo) 
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East Central Community College has 
announced Alpha Alpha Epsilon members for 
2009-10. AAE is an organization for students 
majoring in pre-engineering or industrial arts. 
Members are: (front, from left) Lynford Seibel, 
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Newton; Jason Hancock, Decatur; Brandon 
Kennedy, Union, and John Blount, Philadelphia; 
and (back, from left) Haywood Reeves, sponsor, 
Conner Herrington, Carthage; Josh Jarriel, 
Philadelphia; and Dustin Cushman, Forest. 
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‘ECCC Incident Man 
ECCC’s incident Man 
10 have been pation 
Decatur. The organization consists 


Awareness Team Team 
Awareness Team 


EE ia 


Police Department and personne! during emergency situations. Mem- 


bers and their ipsigigrel 
McWhirter, clu 
ppl Stephanie | Lunsford, Collinsville; 
Alexander, vice 
Louisville; and ate row, 


hometowns include: (front row, 
Ellis Pinkard, public 

Candie Willis and Daniel 
both Union; Zacha 
from left) Austin Maske, assistant 
NicCloud, treasurer, Chunky; Cody Strait, secre- 
ickory; oo Dubose, relations, 

tary, . oe e/Public Safety ado 


relations, 


Eaves, 
Ke treasur- 


Union and Alex Dou- 


Sturgis. rector of Student Lif 
ican rye dub co-sponsor. For more information about the EC 


contact Peeples at 601-635- 


prego o¥ free, 4-877-462-3222, ext. 268. (EC Photo) 
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| SUBMITTED PHOTO 
An East Central Community College Small Engine Repair 


class, ideal:for learning the theory of operation, carboration, 
ignition systems, and internal engine components, was 
recently completed at the Productivity Enhancement Lab 
located in the Philadelphia/Neshoba County Career-Techni- 
cal Center. Participants receiving certificates of completion, 
seated from left, are Linda Cutrer and Torri Williams, both of 
Philadelphia; and standing from left, are Steward Sandford 
<3 Conehatta, John Cutrer of Philadelphia, Justin Scarbrough 
°4eridian, and Gary Sanford served as instructor. 
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ECCC to host 550 for FBLA Dist 


Fast Central Community on the Decatur 
College is again serving as Approximately ty 350 FBLA 
host the Central District students and advisers epee 
Future Business Leaders of senting 28 high schools and 
America Conference, sched- vocational centers are expect- 
uled Thursday, Feb. 11, 2010, ed to attend the annual event, 


coordinated by the College’s network support technology, 

Theta Chi Chapter of Phi = = ee, . 

Lambda, an organization for op 

business students. and knowledge in 38 different 
PBL adviser Thomas Forten- business and computer-relat- 

berry, who teaches computer ed contests. 


rict Conference 
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arkins, Macey Morris, Austin Flake, Sam D 
Rogers; and (back row, from left) Parker 


Moffitt. (EC Photo) 
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| Jackson Forster, Cassie Thomas as and Shelby 
Y chase Brandon, J.P. Arnett, Olivia Porter, Samantha 


Vowell, Cameron Paschal and Jacob : 


s, Tyler Pare Ryan Vowell, Casey Moffett and Rob 
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The Non-Traditional girls at Newton Career 
Center enjoyed an informational field trip to 
ECCC. They participated in hands-on activi- 
ties including the students pictured. Robertia 
Norwood and Karen Sims created building 
replicas. Over 30 students attended this infor- 
mational trip. They had nothing but wonderful 
comments afterwards. "We loved it!" 
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APPEARED IN: 


Alpha Alpha lon Club members for 2009-10 have been announced for East Central Com- 
munity uae Decatur, Alpha Alpha Epsilon is an organization for students majoring in 
row, from left) Lynford Seibel of Newton; Jason Hancock of Decatur; Brandon Kennedy of 
Union and John Blount of Philadelphia and (back row, from left) Haywood Reeves, sponsor; 
Conner Herrington, Carthage; Josh Jarriel, Philadelphia; and Dustin Cushman, Forest. 
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Students named to the 2009 
fall semester honor roll, which 
includes those selected to the 
President’s List, Dean’s List and 
Honorable Mention List, have 
been announced at East Central 
Community College in Decatur, 
according to Donna Luke, Direc- 
tor of Admissions, Records and 
Research. 


President's List 

Those named to the Presi- 
dent’s List, students with a 4.0 
grade point average, include the 
following: 


From Leake County: Amelia 
K. Burnside, Conner David Her- 
rington, Anthony Russel! Loper, 
Jeremy Brian Pilgrim, Chance 
Edward Sistrunk and Cameron 
Lacy Wilcher, all of Carthage; 
Daniel Eric Bankston, Shaina 
Nicole Breedlove, Melissa Kuhn 
Ellis, Amy Loraine Elmore, 
Laquindric Antawn Stokes and 
James Zachary Wright, all of 
Walnut Grove. 


From Scott County: Kristi 
Lynn Bell, Tasha Christine 
Black, Christi Capitola 
Breedlove, Michael Ann 
Durham, Miranda Gail Edwards, 
Andrew Michael Lee Gibbs, Jor- 
dan Matthew Gunn, Laura Eliza- 
beth Gunn, Serena Jo Jackson, 
Jennifer Elizabeth Moore, Rachel 
Dewana Smith and Krista Alicia 
Thrash, all of Forest; William 
Quinton Davis, Jason Hardy 
Hawthorne and Joyce Gray 
Odom, all of Lake; Samantha 
Lynne Elkins, Lena; Benjamin 
Bryce Harrell, Stella Ann Jenkins 
and Vicki Lee Sawyer, all of 
Morton; Christopher W. Rhodes, 
Pulaski. 


From Smith County: Candace 
Dianne Wade, Pulaski. 
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Dean’s List 

The Dean’s List includes the 
following students who achieved 
a 3.5 or above grade point aver- 
age: 


From Leake County: Melanie 
Ann Albert, Larissia Danielle 
Bethan, Jessica Nicole Cherry, 
Samantha Ann Coleman, Kayla 
Catherine Cook, Deanna Corinne 
Culpepper, Ariel Jade Doggett, 
Manuel Esqueda, Monica Leann 
James, Corbin Brooks Jenkins, 
Alisha Denise Jones, Cristen 
Shalane Jones, Heather Courtney 
Kahn, Chassidy Sharlyn Kelly, 
Emily Laine Malone, James 
William McBeth, Ruby Elizabeth 
McCurdy, Lakecia Ann 
McQueen, Lauren Elizabeth 
Murphy, Tyler Jordan Neal, Julie 
Michelle Shepard, Kelsey Eliza- 
beth Sikes, Danny Carl Smith, 
Jr, Whitney Blake Thompson, 
Michael Darnell Townsend and 
Florabel Ramon Withers, all of 
Carthage; Brandy Nicole Greer, 
Laporshia A. McBeth and Kim- 
berly Marie Patterson, all of 
Lena; and Victoria Megan 
Barfield, Paula J. Covarrubias, 
Justin Randall McNeill, Mary 
Kathryn Palmer and Sabrina 
Janae Posey, all of Walnut Grove. 


From Newton County: Kelby 
Dene Anderson, Wendy Chrea 
Cater, Stormie Lynn Corsaro, 
Alline Sue Finley, Meaghan 
Marie Mayes, Reaghan Nicole 
Mayes, Jesse N. Smith and Gina 
Rachelle Watkins, all of Conehat- 
ta; Ashley Lauren Amis, Colton 
Evan Amis, Celia Leigh Boggan, 
Jason Robert Hancock, Kristina 
Nicole Holmes, Courtney Paige 
Lanier, Austin Ward Mather, 
Kylie Anne McDonald, Tiffany 
Mechelle Spence, Jordan Taylor 
Vance, Paula Joy Vaughn and 
Monica Janine Vincent, all of 
Decatur; Brittney D. Cochran, 
Rachel Latoshia Morgan, Cody 
Lane Strait, Denise Diane Walker 








Hickory; S. Fortenberry, 
Thomas Christopher Gibbs, 
Mary Jessica Shoemake and 
Melissa Darlene Simmons, all of 
Lake; Courtney L. Gammill, 
Junenette Roshele Harris, Colby 
Eugene Harvey, Tony C. Lewis, 
Hannah Ashley Peoples and 
Dustin Clark Weeks, all of 
Lawrence; Anna Melissa Alexan- 
der, Summer Leigh Alexander, 
Whitney Lynn Clearman, Kim- 
berly Eloise Eshee, Jessica L. 
Harrison, Virginia Faye Holy- 
field, Jeremy Carl May, Lachelle 
Marie Moss, Clarissa Sha Parker 
and Brooke Jenson Roberson, all 
of Little Rock; Kim Denise 
Amerson, Ashley Brooke Boul- 
ton, Whitney Olivia Bowden, 
Charles Edward Brown, Tommy 
L. Davis, Elise Marie Gibbs, 
Kimberly Lea Goodin, Brenda G 
Hubsher, Lisa Michele Jay, Kris- 
ten Paige Jones, Melody Orean 
Mann, Tina Kathleen Mason, 
Adrienne Elizabeth MecDill, 
Stephanie L. McLaurin, Quintisa 
M. Moncrief, Sabrina Lynn 
Monk, Emily Lauren Pace, 
Stephanie L. Robinson, Felicia 
Leann Sowell, Kayla Lynn 
Tasker, Lesley Josalind Thomp- 
son and Laura Ann Walley, all of 
Newton; Alicia Renay Walker, 
Rose Hill; and Jonathan Jacob 
Adkins, James Merrill Cassel II, 
Bobby Joe Harrell, Lisa Karen 
Moulds and Victoria Denise 
York, all of Union. 


From Scott County: Tracy 
Lynn Alexander, Bridget Denise 
Burkes, Justin E. Collins, Ramon 
A. Fonseca-Lopez, Marissa 
Janae Gordy, Cody Ross Harrell, 
Shaguinta Shantell Ickom, Brit- 


tany Denise Jennings, Candise JCRAT 


Renee Johnson, Jennifer 
Michelle Patrick, Jennifer There- 


sa Shannon, Angela Marie Slack, URNAL 


Joshua Ryan Taylor, Rochelsey 


Symone Thomas, Cody NeileR 


Walters and Jarod Westley 
Yarbrough, all of Forest; 


and Stephen Joseph Walker, all of “Kiswana Dashaye Burnside, Brit- 
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French, |! : Christina 
Gibbs, Angel Lee Hunt, Marshall 
Detrel Jones, Karley Joanna 
Mitchell, Aaron Craft Snell, 
Jamey Christina Taylor and 
Laura Reshelle Williams, al! of 
Lake; Nakesha Lashay Kincaid, 
Ludlow; Sherrell Monique Bil- 
bro, Bailey Allyn Brown, Myrtle 
Renee Johnson and Kayla Rae 
Stevenson, all of Morton; and 
Tara Rose Gilmer Walnut Grove. 


Honorable Mention List 

The following students were 
named to the Honorable Mention 
List and earned a 3.0 or above 
grade point average: 


From Leake County: Carrie 
Ann Alexander, Haley Marie 
Barrett, Cass Chipley Beem, 
James Lucas Brown, Morgan 
Ariel Doty, Erica Lee Dowell, 
Austin Marcus Dye, Misty Ann 
Ellington, Anahi Acevedo Esque- 
da, Lashonda M. Gray, Amanda 
Rene Griffith, William Alexander 
Hamilton, James Cory Harkins, 
Mickey Renee Harris, Casey 
Wayne Henderson, Tiffany Shal- 
ice Henson, Ariel Linnea Hob- 
son, Bradley Kenneth Horn, Ash- 
lee Alyssa Johnston, Victoria 
Lasha Kimble, Melonie Kara 
Knutson, Holley Nicole Lindsay, 
Pervis Deshaun Mann, Antonio 
Demond Nash, Stacey Nicole 
Pogue, Christopher C. Searcy, 
Jessie Faye Tate, Adriana Lyn 
Thaggard, Emily Kristen 
Thomas, Trent Preston Travis, 
Joyce Leanne White and 
Matthew Carl Wilbanks, all of 
Carthage; Jerekia Japhet Harris 
and Allen Braxton Johnson, both 
of Lena; and Sylvester Keyon 
Carter, Tyler Lane Comans, 
Brandi Nicole Goss, Allison K. 
Lang, Tiffany Leeann Lowery, 
Christopher Jacob Martinson, 
Steven Michael McCarty, 
Bethany Lachelle Monk and 
Melissa Grayson Tharpe, all of 
Walnut Grove. 








semester honor roll 


From Scott County: Shelby 
Dwight Shelley, Conehatta; Jen- 
Jessica Monique 
Brown, Cody Ray Buckley, 
Robert Tyler Cox, Jeri Lynn 
Crosby, Dustin Marcus Cushman, 
Latrenda Diane Davis, Erica Hai- 
ley Ervin, Kristen Elisa Everett, 
Casey Nichole Frith, Leslie Anne 
Graham, Marley Elyse Hanna, 
Joel Lee Hardy, Sean Gregory 
Johnson, Juanita Jones, Tara 
Danielle Martin, Edna Ruth 
McDonald, Audrey Culpepper 
Neal, Quentinette Nicole Odom, 
Tina Marie Pittman, Sophia D. 
Reed, Jonathan Pryor Richard- 
son, Kristie Diana Robinson, 
Hansel David Ruiz, Lindsey 
Deanna Sanders, Andrea Lashun 
Slaughter, Mckenzie Carr 
Stringer, Bobby James Thigpen, 
April Denise Vivians, Katelynn 
Nicole Waldrip, Audrianna 
Walker, Kimberly Ann Wareing, 
Ronnie White, Dequita Tewanda 
Williams and Janet Williams, all 
of Forest; Lanie T. Triplett, Hills- 
boro; Fredrick Bernard Harris, 
Joshua Kenneth Lang, Colton 
Blake Mitchell, Donnatello R. 
Pittman, Bethany Danielle Taylor 
and Mandy Gail Yarbrough, all of 
Lake; Duane John Bilbro, 
Nicholas Alexander Bradley, 
Brittany Frances Cameron, Brit- 
tany E. Granberry, Lauren Rosa 
Jahn, Joshua Glenn Kennedy, 
Matthew Glenn McCurdy, Kayla 
Anne Morehead, Justin Devon 
Runnels, Eliska Andito Slaugh- 
ter, Kimberly Ann Traxler and 
Kimberly Nicole Weems, all of 
Morton; and Sarah Jessica 
Beauchamp, Walnut Grove. 

From Smith County: Brittany 
Katherine Harrison and Kelsi 
Diane Walters, both of Pulaski; 
and €ory Dujuan Bender, 
Raleigh, 
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P.I.N.C. Conference 
Twelve girls from the 
Winston-Louisville Career 
& Technology Center 
recently attended the 
P.I.N.C, Conference(People 
in Non-traditional 
| Careers) at ECCC. The cls 
had the o rtunity to 
| receive hands-on instruc- 
_ tion in careers traditional- 
ly dominated by males. 
At the end of the exciting 
and i ive day, one 
student from the five- 
county consortia was 
drawn for a full tuition. 
non-traditional scholar- 
ship at ECCC. Our own) 
Madelyn Reed was cho- 
sen. Some non-tradional 
Rinrogrime for females 






| offered at the WLCTC are 





| Building Trades, Agricui- 
tural Mechanics, Metal 

Trades, Automotive Tech- 

F Oratting: Forestry; and 
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recently selected as officers | of the East Central Surpical Technology | Stud ; : 
(ECSTSA). From left are Jessica Williamson, president, of Louisville; G Gail Chanbarsy vice 


president, Philadelphia: Leslie Fussel, secretary, Louisville; and Jenna Hatch, treasurer, Mor- 
ton. ECSTSA is an organization designed to help surgical technology students acquire knowl- 
edge and skills essential for preparing them fora surgical technology career. Surgical technol- 
ogy instructors LeAnn Shirley and Kristie Pilgrim serve as sponsors, 


(EC Photo) 
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_Winston’s ECCC Who’s Who 





Winston Students Selected for Who's Who at ECCC 
These Winston County students were recently selected to Who's Who 
in —— Junior Colleges for the 2009-10 term at East 


ees 
oe oy te pane The outstanding students were 
ccbuhed tr en and staff, with selection based on aca- 


demic achievement and tater de in extracurricular clubs and organiza- 

tions. Those selected and their respective hometowns are (front row, from 
| left) Jessica Hamilton, ends Sanat and Anna Fulton, all of Louisville; 
and (back row, from left) Calvert, Jacob Drury, Hailey Moody and 
Lance Goodin, all of Louisville. Not pictured are Todd Johnson and Drew 
Smith, both of Louisville. (EC Photo) 
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Philly’s Lee 


nam ed new 


Theta Kappa, Sigma Sigma Mu 
Tau, and Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes. She was selected as a 
2009 Beauty and was selected 
2009 Homecoming Maid - of 

_ In addition, she is co-captair 
of the Lady Warrior Basketball 
Team and a member of the Lady 
Diamond Warrior Softball 
Team 





A Presidents List Scholar she 
is a member of Phi Theta Kappa 
and was named to Who’s Who 


Among Students in American §f 


Community Colleges. 
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Reggie Davis and Hannah Lee. 
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Newton County Students Selected for Who’s Who at ECCC...These 
Newton County students were recently selected to Who’s Who Among 
Students in American Junior Colleges for the 2009-10 term at East 
Central Community College in Decatur. Those selected and their 
‘Sebastopol; and Kimberly Goodin, Adrienne McDill and Abby McMillan, 
all of Newton; (second row, from left) Trey Herrington, Union; Kim 
Amerson and Ashley Dumas, both of Decatur; and Elise Gibbs and Bill 
Flowers, both of Newton; and (back row, from left) Kyle Ethridge, Cody 
Cotten and Jason Hancock, all of Decatur; Brandon Kennedy, Union; and 
_ Steve Edwards, Jr., Newton. Not pictured are Colton Amis, Decatur; 

Brittney Cochran and Chelsea Pugh, both of Hickory; Lachelle Moss, 
- Little Rock; Kevin Chapman, Leslie Crawford and Laura Walley, all of 
_ Newton; and Jennifer Bullard, Leanna Holsen, Brandon Hughes, Leif 





Miller, Amy Plainsance and Jordan Smith, all of Union. (EC Photo) 
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These local musicians received first char, first band honors during the 32™ annual East Central Community College Invita- 
tional Band Clinic held recently on the Decatur campus. The two-day clinic is comprised of first and second bands, which 
include the top musicians from the FCCC district. The clinic concludes with a concert in Huff Auditorium. Students and their 
respective schools include (front row, from left) Ruby Stewart (baritone) and Allie Burt (trumpet), both of Neshoba Central; 
Helen Echazabal (trombone), Morton; Zach Peden (alto sax), Neshoba Central: Katherine Jacome-Cluff (clarinet), Newton 
County; and Caleb Raines (bass), Newton County, (second row, from left) Ashley Bozeman (mallets), Newton County; 
Lindsay Gibbs (flute), Morton, Jimmeria Jones (contra bass), Forest; and Matthew Dempsey (French horn), Louisville; and 
(back row, from left) Brandon Gladney (percussion) and Jason Mann (tuba), both of Newton County; and Spencer Sims (tenor 


sax) and Andrew Kiepe (bari sax), both of Neshoba Central. EC 


as guest clinician for the first band and Matt Rowan of Oxford 
Director of Bands. (EC Photo) 


APPEARED IN: 


CARTHAGINIAN 
NEWTON COUNTY APPEAL 
SPIRITOF MORTON __. 
MERIDIAN STAR 


CC alumnus Sid MeNeil, band director at Olive Branch, served 
directed the second band. Thomas W. Carson serves as ECCC 
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ECCC Spring Band Concert set 


An evening of musical 
entertainment is scheduled 
Thursday, March 11, 2010, 


‘The annual program begins 
at 7 p.m. in Hut Aixitociom, 
and features 
the concert and jazz bands 


and the percussion ensemble. 

One of the concert band’s 
selections includes a “Pirates 
of the Caribbean” symphonic 
suite, and the percussion 
ensemble will entertain with 


its “high energy rhythmic per- 


formance” and will even send 


listeners “back to school” dur- 
ing a special presentation, said 
Jared Brownlee, assistant 
director, who conducts both 


groups. 


Carson’s jazz band will per- 
form the classic jazz chart, In 
the Mood, in addition to a 
“K.C. and Sunshine Band” trib- 
ute. 

There is no charge for 
admission. 

For more information, con- 
ment, 601-635-2111 or call toll 
free, ext. 228. The e-mail 
address is tcarson@eccc.edu. 
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Students receiving top honors in 
the Accounting I competition held 
during the 2010 Central District 
Conference of Future Business 
Leaders of America (FBLA) hosted 
by East Central College in Decatur 
include, front, from left, Daniel 
Kuchman, first place, Warren 
Central High School; Jacariah 
Parker, second, West Tallahatchie 
High School; and Abby Posey, third, 
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Philadelphia High School; and 
(back, from left) Allen Roberts, 
fourth, South Leake High School; 
Elizabeth Jones, fifth, Winston- 
Louisville Vocational Complex; and 
Zsalicia Jones, sixth, Claiborne 
County Vocational-Technical 
Center. Also pictured is Wayne 
Eason, ECCC Dean of Career and 
Technical Education. 
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Jenkins wins scholarship | 


SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Stella Jenkins, left, of Morton is a recent recipient 


of a non-traditional student tuition scholarship —™% 
presented at East Central Community College in 
Decatur. She received the honor from Joe Killens, [ 


right, vice president for studeftt services. Jenkins, 
a 37-year-old freshman and pre-nursing major, 
earned a perfect 4.0 grade point average last fall 
and qualified as a President's List Scholar. A 1990 
graduate of Scott Central High School, Jenkins is 


married to Duran Jenkins and has two children, | 


Lee Taylor and Brittany Taylor, and three step- 

children, Krystal Jenkins, Rachel Jenkins and Jen- 

nifer Jenkins. Nontraditional! student scholarships 

are provided students age 23 or older who meet 
the scholarship guidelines. 
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ECCC locals honored = - 





shactlendes ot Exit CaCl Comunity Coege i Decuter NaS 


| ition during Sophomore A ion Night held Thursday, beegergitc- oeypiee 


Warriors and Warriors comple’ regular season competition against Jones County Junior 


College in the Brackeen-Wood Physical Education Building. Honorees and their r 
high schools include (from left) Adrienne McDill, Newton County; Abby McMillan, Newton 


County Academy; Dustin Stewart, Louisville; Will Emmons, Lake; Anna Williams (captain), | 


Newton County Academy; Liz Withers, Neshoba Central; Cody Ming and Paul David Hatcher, 
both of Winston Academy; and Brandon Kennedy, Union. The presentation was made by | 
Shelley Thoms, cheer iain Bs Photo) www.eccc.edu_ 
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ECCC Phi Theta Kappa Inductees...These East Central Community College 
students from Newton County were tapped for membership in Theta Xi 
Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society for two-year col- 
leges, during the annual spring induction ceremony held Sunday, Feb. 28, 2010, 
on the Decatur campus. Membership in the prestigious organization is by invi- 
tation only and requires a minimum 3.5 grade point average earned as a full- 
time student. Inductees and their respective hometowns include (first row, 
from left) Jennifer Marie Felton, Lawrence; Kristina Nicole Holmes and 
Courtney Paige Lanier, both of Decatur; Tiffany Lauren Hennington, Union; 
Anna Melissa Alexander, Little Rock; Kylie Anne McDonald and Tiffany 
Mechelle Spence, both of Decatur; and Sabrina Lynne Monk and Lisa Michelle 
Jay, both of Newton; (middle row, from left) Colby Eugene Harvey, Lawrence; 
Brandon Jaleel Boulton, Newton; Jon Garrett Moore, Union; Virginia Faye 
Holyfield, Little Rock; Monica Janine Vincent and Celia Leigh Bogean, both of 
Decatur; and Kayla Lynn Tasker, Newton; and (back row, from left) Stacy 
Elisabeth Williams and Zachary L. White, both of Union; Ashley Brooke 
Boulton, Newton; Matthew Rich Griffin, Union; Jessica Lynne Harrison, Little 
Rock; Brandon Eric Kennedy, Union; and Ashley Elise Walker, Little Rock. 
ECCC faculty members Kate Keenan Covich and Curt Skipper serve as chap- 
ter advisers. (EC Photo) 





APPEARED IN: 

CARTHAGINIAN _ | NESHOBA DEMOCRAT ____ 
NEWTON COUNTY APPEAL ___.~ SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 
SPIRIT OF MORTON WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 


MERIDIAN STAR CLARION-LEDGER 





APPEAR 





WEEK OF 





SUBMITTED PHOTO 


SCOTT COUNTY STUDENTS INDUCTED 
INTO ECCG HONOR SOCIETY 


These East Central Community College students from Scott County were tapped for membership in Theta Xi Chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa, the international honor society for two-year colleges, during the annual spring induction ceremony held Sun- 
day, Feb. 28, 2010, on the Decatur campus. Membership in the prestigious organization is by invitation only and requires 
a minimum 3.5 grade point average earned as a full-time student. Inductees and their respective hometowns include (bot- 
tom row, from left) Stella A. Jenkins, Morton; Michael! Ann Durham, Forest; Samantha Lynee Elkins, Lena; Lindsey Clair 
Bishop and Reaghan Nicole Mayes, both of Conehatta; and Shaquinta Shantell Ickom, Forest; (middie row, from left) 
Kiswana Dashaye Burnside, Lake; Laura Elizabeth Gunn, Forest: Brittany LeeAnn Edwards, Lake; Marissa Janae Gordy, For- 
est; Kariey Joanna Mitchell, Lake; Jennifer Elizabeth Moore, Forest; and Kayla Rae Stevenson, Morton; and (top row, from 





left) Andrew Michael Lee Gibbs, Forest; Adrianna Vasquez Salgado, Sebastopol; Jordan Ashlee Harrell, Morton; William 
Quinton Davis, Lake; and Cody Ross Harre!! and Donna Varche Harper, Bothiof Forest. ECCC faculty members Kate Keenan 
Covich and Curt Skipper serve as chapter advisers. ts 
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Bowden Joins ECCC 


Honor Society...Whitney 
Olivia Bowden of 
Newton was among East 
Central Community 
College students tapped 
for membership in Theta 
Xi Chapter of Phi Theta 
Kappa, the international 
honor society of two- 
year colleges, during the 
annual spring induction 
ceremony held Sunday, 
Feb. 28 on the Decatur 
campus. Membership in 
the prestigious organiza- 
tion is by invitation only 
and requires a 3.5 grade 
point average earned as 
a full-time student. 
ECCC faculty members 
Kate Keenan Covich and 
Curt Skipper serve as 
chapter advisers. 
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ECCC welcomes New Phi 


————— a a 


Theta Kappa members 


New members of East Cen- 
tral Community College's 
Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta 


win on the Decatur 


Tt Cobia 16k te Pieagis 


organization were 113° stu- 
dents who met 1 ip 
requirements, include a 
3.5 grade point average 
earned as a fulltime student 
along with an overall 3.5 GPA. 

Amy A. Walgamott, PhiTheta 
Kappa -Coordinator for the 
provided opening remarks 
and congratulated inductees 


Retired ECCC faculty mem- 
ber Ovid S. Vickers was guest 





president of leadership) of 
Decatur, Abby McMillan (vice 
president of public relations) 
of Newton and Paul Sewell 
(vice president of service) of 

Leesburg, Ala., conducted the 
induction ceremony with 
supervision from Theta Xi 





lmyer or whatever pres 
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wit, Charles Walton Stinson, 


Jonathan Matthew _ Tingle, 
Austin Clay Vaughn,. Willie 
Kevin Vaughn and Sidney 
Heese. AAS, . all__ of 


Sik, lakoeh Yorce, Geumk 


Yancey Leigh Tillman, Zachary 


Hannah . 
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ECCC graduation 
set for May 15 


More than 450 stu- 
dents are scheduled to 


receive diplomas 


Saturday,-May 15, when. 


East Central Community 
College holds its 81st 
Commencement begin- 
ning at 11 a.m. in the 
Neshoba County Coliseum 
in Philadelphia. 

Included in the total 
are those who completed 
degree requirements fol- 
lowing the 2009 summer 
and fall terms, according 
to Dr. Lavinia Sparkman, 
Vice President for 
Instruction. 

Those participating in 
the program include grad- 
uating sophomores Austin 
Crouther of Union, who 
will give the invocation; 
Jordan Gunn of Forest, 
commencement speaker; 
and Hannah Lee of 
Philadelphia, benediction. 
Drew Harrison of Little 
Rock will present the 
musical selection “You 
Raise Me Up.” 

In the absence of 
College President Dr, Phil 
A. Sutphin, Donna Luke, 
Director of Admissions, 
APPlRecords and Research, 

will present candidates for 
CAR graduation and Dr. 
Lavinia Sparkman, Vice 
NEW president for Instruction, 
SPIF will award degrees and 


MERIDIAN STAR 


certificates to the follow- 
ing: 


May graduation — - 
Amelia Katherine 
Burnside, Deborah 
Coleman, Gwendolyn 


Burkett Crumbley, Vickie 
Renae Daniel, Amanda R. 
Griffith, James Cory 
Harkins, Casey Wayne 


_ Henderson, Tiffany 
Shalice Henson, Conner 
David Herrington, 

April J. Hogue, Monica 
Leann James, Corbin 
Jenkins, Holley Nicole 
Lindsay, Emily Laine 
Malone, James William 
McBeth, 

: LaKecia Ann 
McQueen, Cody A, 
Mullen, Erin Odom, 
Tywana. Jones Peavy, 


Constance Diane Savell, 
Whitney Blake Thompean 
and Linda Watkins, all of 
Carthage: 

Brandy Greer, Allen 
Braxton Johnson and 
Shannon Dee Moss, all of 


Lena; Jacklyn E. Wright, 
Louisville; John Weston 
Thomas, Madden: and 
Daniel Bankston, Miriah 
E. Barney, Paula Jeah 
Covarrubias, Melissa 
Ellis, Melissa Grayson, 
Tiffany Lee Ann Lowery, 
Justin Randall McNeill, 
LaQuindric Stokes and 
James Zachary Wright, all 
of Walnut Grove; 

Carrie Ann Alexander 
and William Alex 
Hamilton, both of 
Carthage; and Tara Rose 
Gilmer, Sebastopol. 

August 2009 gradu- 
ates; - Cristen ShaLane 
Nash, Michael A. Willis, 
both of Carthage; Avryi 
Leah White, Lena. 

December 2009 gradu- 
ates: - Cheyenne Gross, 
Whitnee McMichael and 
Joshua Paul Quick, all of 
Carthage. and Donnie Ray 
Files, Sylvia J. Graves 
and Chad O’Connell 
Rhinewalt, all of Lena. 
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EC interviewed students 


East Central Community College 
sophomores Quin Stokes (left) of 


Carthage and Kurt Simoneau of 


ing their community college experi- 
ence during an interview with Patty 
Davis (right), senior news 
editor/reporter with Mississippi 
Public Broadcasting. The interview 
was conducted during Capitol Day 
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activities held Feb. 18, 2010, in 
Jackson. The annual event, spon- = 
sored by the Mississippi Faculty c 
Association for Community and 
Junior Colleges, is held to bring 
attention to the fanding needs of the 
state’s community and junior col- 
leges and to promote the colleges’ 
ongoing Mississippi Values message. 
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welcomes 
new Phi 
Theta Kappa 
members 


New members of East 
Central Community College’s 
Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta 
Kappa, the international honor 
society for two-year colleges, 
were recognized during the 
annual spring induction ceremo- 
ny held Sunday, Feb, 28, on the 
Tapped for the prestigious 
organization were 113 students 
who met membership require- 
ments, which include 4:3 5 grade 
point average earned as a full- 
time student along with an over- 
all 3.5 GPA. 

Amy A. Walgamott, Phi 
Mississippi/Louisiana Region, 
provided remarks and 
congratulated inductees on their 
ber Ovid S. Vickers was guest 
speaker and spoke with pride of 
the many graduates of the insti- 
tution who continue to have suc- 
cessful careers in their chosen 
fields. 

“Can one attend East Central 
Community College and 
become a successful doctor, 
lawyer or whatever profession 
he or she chooses?” he asked the 
packed crowd in Huff 
Auditorium. “Yes, you can,” 

Vickers replied, “and don't ever 
let anyone tell you otherwise. 
You students who are Phi Theta 
Kappa members will no doubt 





be successful in whatever field | 
TY APPEAL 


you choose. Congratulations on 
your achievement.” 


ECCC President Dr, Phil A. 
Sutphin and Dr Lavinia 
Sparkman, vice president for 
instruction, also provided 
inductees. 

Theta Xi officers Kurt 
Simoneau (president) of Louin, 
Kyle Ethridge (vice president of 
scholarship) of Decatur, Jordan 
Gunn (vice president df fellow- 
ship) of Forest, Brandon Hughes 
(vice president of leadership) of 
Decatur, Abby McMillan (vice 
president of public relations) of 
Newton and Paul Sewell we 
president of service) of 
Leesburg, Ala., conducted the 


Kate Keenan Covich (speech 
instructor) and Curt Skipper 


(biology 


instructor). 
“New members of Theta Xi 
ad Tale regs someetiens 
include: 


Richard Michael Adams, 
ae Dion Bailey, William 
adler Barfoot, John Travis 


See ECCC, page 3B 
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ECCC 
Continued from page 1B 


Blount, Sarah Kathryn Breland, 
Laurel Alyssa Burnett, Jessie 
Lee Flake, Marilyn K. Howell, 
Abbie Christina Joiner, Joel 
Kirkland McKee, Meredith 
Brooke McKee, Jean Marie 
Pfeifer, Kristi Marie Prewitt, 
Charles Walton Stinson, 
Jonathan Matthew Tingle, 
Austin Clay Vaughn, Willie 
Kevin Vaughn and Sidney 
Jackson Williams 


Union 

Jonathan Jacob Adkins, 
Christine Camille Camp, 
Matthew Rich Griffin, Erin 
Elizabeth Hall, Tiffany Lauren 
Hennington, Brandon Enc 
Kennedy, Jon Garrett. Moore, 
Shelby Hannah Smith, Lindsey 
Joyce Stuart, Yancey Leigh 
Tillman, Zachary L. White and 
Stacy Elizabeth Willis; 


Little Rock 
Anna Melissa Alexander, 
LeAnn Buckley, Whitney Lynn 


- 


NESHOBA DEMOCRAT __v” 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 
CLARION-LEDGER 








| ECCC PHOTO 
Residence Hall 
| Council members 
for 2009-10 have 
been announced 
Community Col- 
lege in Decatur. 
Members and 
i. their respective 
hometowns  __ 
include: (front 
row, from left) 
Laura Gunn, For- 
est; Amanda 
Watts and e- 
tra Darden, both 
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Hannah Lee, 42008 


a ALA 


of Leake 
Acade- 


nursing 


major, 1s the daughter of 
Jeff and Tammy Lee of 
Philadelphia. She serves as 





Theta Nappa, sigma Sigma 
ry Mu Tau, and Fe owiifp of 








president of the sophomore 
class and is a member of 
the Warrior Corps, Phi 





Christian Athletes. She was 
selected as a 2009 Beauty 
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Kiwide Tn aridisieis she is 


co-captain of the Lady War- 
nor Basketbal! Team anda 


) || member of the Lady Dia- 
® | mond Warrior Softball 


Teams A Presidents List 
Scholar she is amember of 
Phi Theta Kappa‘and-was 
named to Who's: Who 
— Students j in Ameri- 
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EC PBL award winners 


Displaying various awards won at state com- 
petition are the above members of East Central 
Community College’s Phi Beta Lambda chapter, 
which placed in 17 of 22 events at the annual con- 
test for business students held in Tupelo. Theta 
Chi Chapter was also recognized as a Gold Seal 
Chapter and finished second in fund-raising for 
the March of Dimes. Award winners include (seat- 
ed from left) Brittany Morrison of Newton, first 
place in Free Enterprise Project and Marketing 
Analysis and Decision Making; Kim Amerson, 
also of Newton, first place in Business 
Presentation and Community Service Project 
and named to Who’s Who; Meredith McKee of 
Philadelphia, first place, Client Service and sec- 
ond, Future Business Executive; Kimberly 
Goodin of Newton, first place in Free Enterprise 
Project and Web Site Development; Emily Malone 
of Carthage, first place in Business Presentation 
and Community Service Project; Abby McMillan 
of Newton, first place in Parliamentary 
Procedures and Small Business Management 
Plan; and Anna Alexander of Little Rock, first 
place in Parliamentary Procedures and Public 
Speaking; and (standing from left) Matt Griffin of 

orimi! Ur WIURIUN 
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Union, first place, Small Business Management 
Plan and third, Business Decision Making; Casey 
Shoemaker of Decatur, first place in Business 
Presentation and Web Site Development; Ryan 
Gillis of Newton, first place, Parliamentary 
Procedure and was chosen state parliamentari- 
an; Chance Hall of Forest, first place, 
Parliamentary Procedures; second, Local 
Chapter Annual Business Report; and was chosen 
state vice president; Brian Wiseman of Newton, 
first place, Digital Video Production and second, 
Telecommunications; Morgan Bailey of 
Philadelphia, second place, Job Interview; John 
Blount, also of Philadelphia, second place, 
Statistical Analysis and third, Business Decision 
Making; and Paula Covarrubias of Walnut Grove, 
second place, Sales Presentation. Not pictured 
are Jason Hancock of Decatur, first place, Small 
Business Management Plan and third, Business 
Decision Making; Shikira Moore of Philadelphia, 
fourth place, International Business; and Zach 
Gibbs of Forest, named to Who’s Who.The first- 
and second-place winners advance to the 
National PBL Leadership Conference scheduled 
July 9-13, 2010, in Nashville, TN. 
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EC Capitol Day partici pd nts 


Representing East Central Community 
College in Decatur at the annual Capitol Day 
activities held Feb. 18, 2010, in Jackson were 
(front, from left) sophomore Abby McMillan of 
Newton and freshman Monica Vincent of 
Decatur; (second row, from left) sophomores Kurt 
Simoneau of Louin, Quin Stokes of Carthage and 
Zach Gibbs of Forest; and (back row, from left) 
faculty members Mare McCool of Louisville, Kate 
Covich of Rose Hill and Christy Ferguson of 
Philadelphia; and ECCC President Dr. Phil A. 
Sutphin, who were joined in the photo by State 
Rep. Russ Nowell of Louisville. Sponsored by the 
Mississippi Faculty Association for Community 
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and Junior Coileges, Capito! Day is held to bring 
attention.to the funding necds of the state’s com- 
munity and junior colleges and te promote the 
colleges’ ongoing Mississippi message. 
Gov. Haley Barbour, Li. Gov. Phii Bryant, Dr. Eric 
Clark, executive director of the Siate Board for 
Community and Junior Colleges: and BR 


rr a 
Valnes 


Rep. Kelvin 
Buck of Holly Springs, who serves as chairman of 
House Universities and Colleges Unmmittee, and 
several community and junior college students 
were among speakers at the morning press con- 
ference, attended by approximate!s 
nity and junior college stuilents ar: 


200 commu- 
| faculty. 
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These veut technology students at East Central Communi- 
ty College in Decatur were selected as officers of the East 
| Central Surgical Technology Student Association (ECSTSA). 
From left are Jessica Williamson, president, Louisville; Gail 
| Chambers, vice president, Philadelphia; Leslie Fussel, secre- 

| tary, Louisville; and Jenna Hatch, treasurer, Morton: ECSTSA is 


| a surgical technology career. Surgical technology instructors 
LeAnn Shirley and Kristie Pilgrim serve as sponsors. 


ECCC PHOTO 


‘i for the 2009-10 term at East 
.4} Central Community College in 


were recently selected to 
Who’s Who Among Students 
in American Junior Colleges 


f } f 
| 
| 


a Morton; and Jordan Gunn, 


| dents were nominated for the 
| honor by faculty and staff, 
‘with selection based on aca- 
demic achievement and 
| involvement in extracurricu- 
lar clubs and organizations. 
Those selected and their 
respective hometowns are, 
» from left, Bailey Brown of 


_| Reshetta Benton and Veroni- 


| Gibbs, Rachel Ramirez and 
_| Krista Thrash, all of Forest. 
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ca Smith, all of Forest. Not 
pictured are Candise John- 
son, Edgar Alvarez, Zach 
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Farewell to Youth’ 


concert March 29 at EC | 


Accomplished pianist 
Barton Andrew Moreau 
will be in concert 
Monday, March 29 at 
East Central 
Community College 
in Deeatur, where he 
will perform works 
by Mozart, 
Beethoven, Chopin 
and other artists 
for a program, 
titled “Farewell to 
Youth.” 

The special 
presentation is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. in the 
Vickers Fine Arts Center 
auditorium. There is no 
charge for admission. 

Moreau, a faculty 
member at Boise State 


University in Boise, Idaho, — 


made his orchestral debut 
at age 14 with the New 
England Youth Ensemble 
at a concert in New York 
City. He has since per- 
formed as a_ featured 
soloist with orchestras 
across the United States, 
including the New Orleans 
Symphony, Port City 
Symphony in Mobile, Gulf 
Coast Symphony in Biloxi, 
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Florida 
Symphony in 
Niceville and 

Mise wa 
Symphony 
in Mesa, 
Arizona. 
Moreau 
has collabo- 
rated with 
distinguished 
interna- 
thanal 
artists, 
ineluding 
| bar - 
inetists Robert Spring and 
Jorge Montilla, and oboist 
Andrea Ridilla. He has 
performed at a number of 
national and regional con- 


Northwest 


ferences, including the 


College Music Society 
(CMS) National and 
Pacific Northwest confer- 
ences, Montana-Idaho 
Clarinet Festivals and 
ClarinetFest in 2003. 
Recent performances 
include appearances with 
the Boise Philharmonic 
Orchestra and at the 
McCall Second Sunday 
Sounds Concert Series in 
Idaho. He also performs 





‘instructor, 


regularly with his wife, 
clarinetist Leslie Moreau, 
as part of the Moreau Duo. 

Moreau's honors 
include a top prize at the 

Debose National Piano 
Competition and a colle- 
giate artist award from 
the Alabama Music 
Teachers’ Association. He 
is also a recipient of the 
Theadore Presser Award. 
In 2007, he was a finalist 
at the World Piano 
Pedagogy Conference's 
“Most Wanted Pianist” 
competition in Las Vegas. 

Moreau currently 
teaches piano, music theo- 
ry and music literature 
courses as an adjunct fac- 
ulty member at Boise 
State. 

Moreau's parents 
are Henry and Sara 
Moreau of Decatur. 

r For more informa- 
tion, contact Len Bobo, 
ECCC musie keyboard 
601-635-6227 
or call toll free, 877-462- 
3222, ext. 227. The e-mail 
address is 
Ibobo@eccc.edu. 
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upped for membership 


These East Central Community College students from Neshoba County were tapped for membership in Theta Xi Chapter 
of Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society for two-year colleges, during the annual spring induction ceremony held 
Sunday, Feb. 28, on the Decatur campus. Membership in the prestigious organization is by invitation only and requires a 
minimum 3.5 grade point average eamed as a full-time student. Inductees and their respective hometowns include, front 
row, from left, Morgan Dion Bailey, Jean Marie Pfeifer, Sarah Kathryn Breland and Laurel Alyssa Burnet, all of Philadelphia: 
and Erin Elizabeth Hall, Union; second row, Christine Camille Camp, Union; Richard Michael Adams and Meredith Brooke 
McKee, both of Philadelphia; and Brandy Necole Talbert, Collinsville; and back row, Sidney Jackson Williams, Charles 
Walton Stinson, John Travis Blount and Kristi Marie Prewitt, all of Philadelphia. ECCC faculty members Kate Keenan 
Covich and Curt Skipper serve as chapter advisers. (EG Photo) 
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SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 


Sophomore pre-medi- | 
cine major Jordan Gunn of | 
Forest and Speech instruc-_| 


tor Kate Keenan Covich of 
Rose Hill represented East 
Central Community Col- 
lege in Decatur at the 23rd 


Annual HEADWAE pro- — 


gram held February 24. 
The HEADWAE (High- 
er Education Day: Working 
Toward Academic Excel- 
lence) ee was spon- 
sored by the Mississippi . 
Legislature, supported by 
the corporate community 
and is coordinated by the 


Mississippi Association of 


Colleges and Universities. 
The Lieutenant Governor 
serves as chair of HEAD- 
WAE, which each year 
honors outstanding faculty 
members and_ students 
from each participating 
member institution of the 
Mississippi Association of 
Colleges and Universities. 

Activities for the special 
day included special recog- 
nition of the honorees at 
the State Capitol followed 
by an awards luncheon at 
the Jackson Convention 
Center in downtown Jack- 
son. In addition, a booklet 
will be published featuring 
photographs and biograph- 
ical sketches of each award 
recipient. 

Gunn has maintained a 
perfect 4.0 grade point 
average while serving lead- 
ership roles in various col- 
lege activities. 

He is president of the 
concert choir and residence 





— DW. E, Honoree 





hall advisers and co-presi- 
dent of the Warrior Corps, 
a select group of students 
that assists in recruiting 
and other campus activi- 
ties. 

He also serves as vice 
president of fellowship for 
Theta Xi Chapter of Phi 
. In addition, he is an 
active member of the Bap- 
tist Student Union, serving 
as council member and 
Bible study leader. He is 
also a former member of 
the Praise Band, 

He was. presented the 
Aaron R. Davis Memorial 
Scholarship and the Gener- 
al Patrick Wilson Memori- 
al Scholarship during the 
College’s Awards Day 
activities in 2009, 

Gunn was recently 
named to Who’s Who 
Among Students in Ameri- 
can Community and Junior 
Colleges and selected a 
sophomore class favorite. 

He is a 2008 honor 
graduate of Lake High 
School, where he was class 
valedictorian and recipient 


of numerous academic 
awards. He was alsoa four- 
year lettermen and award- 


| winner in baseball and held 


leadership roles in various 
clubs and organizations. 

In addition, he was 
named to The National 
Society of High School 
Scholars, National Techni- 


| cal Honor Society and 


Who’s Who Among Amer- 


| ican High School Students. 


Gunn also excelled as a 
student at the Forest-Scott 
County Career and Tech- 
nology Center. He won 
honors in HOSA (Health 
Occupations Students of 
America) competition, 
including a fourth-place 
award in medical terminol- 
ogy at the state contest. He 
was also named Allied 
Health I Outstanding Stu- 
dent in 2007 and Allied 
Health I] Outstanding Stu- 
dent in 2008. 

He received several 
scholarships to attend 
ECCE, including the Presi- 
dential Scholarship, Vale- 
dictorian § Scholarship, 
Concert Choir Scholarship, 
ACT Scholarship and 
Bank of Forest Scholar- 
ship. 

His parents are David 
and Elizabeth Gunn of For- 
est. 

In addition to her teach- 
ing duties, Covich is serv- 
ing her second year as co- 
adviser for Theta Xi Chap- 
ter of Phi Theta Kappa, the 
international honor society 
for two-year colleges. She 
also serves aS vice presi- 
dent of the ECCC Admin- 


| March Oh 


=< | 





istration, Faculty and Staff “munity College. She  for- 


Association. 
In addition, she was one 


of two ECC | 
members selected to partic- 
ipate in the inaugural class 
of the Mississippi Commu- 
nity College Leadership 
Academy for 2009-10. 
Covich joined the 
ECCC faculty in 2007 after 
previously serving as an 
adjunct instructor for 
ECCC and Meridian Com- 
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merly “worked in pi 


relations for the Mitchell 
Companies in Meridian 


and earlier served as a pro- 
ducer and researcher for 
the Center for Public Tele- 


She received a bache- 
lor’s degree in communica- 
tion with an emphasis in 
broadcasting and public 
relations in 2005 from 


| er 


ty. She received a master’s 

degree in telecommunica- 

yomy of Alabama in 
006 


She is currently work- 
ing on a Ph. D, in speech 
communication at the Uni- 
versity of Southern Missis- 
SIppi. 

She is married to Sean 
Covich., She is the daughter 
of John and Sandy Keenan 
of Rose Hill. 
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SURGICAL TECHNOLOGY GRADS 


These students completed East Central Community College’s Surgical Technology Program 
and were presented pins at the annual ceremony held Dec. 17, 2009, in the Vickers Fine Arts 
Center. Graduates and their respective hometowns include (first row, from left) Brooke Bar- 
rett, Sebastopol; Chambre’ Bolton, Meridian; Debra Clemons, Philadelphia; Courtney Cravens 
and Jermaine Glass, both of Louisville; and Kayetta Grace, DeKalb; (second row, from left) 
Raven Hardy, Newton; Melissa Kleinschmidt and Magan Lancaster, both of Union; Tony 
Lewis, Lawrence; Tina McMullan, Decatur; and Kimberly Wareing, Forest; and (back row, 
from left) Cristen Nash, Carthage; Veronica Newell, Meridian; Kandace Smith, Philadelphia; 
Mecklin Soules, Heidelberg; Takelia Stephens, Meridian; Holly Tanner, Ethel; and Victoria 
Moore, Newton. Tanner was also selected “Surgical Technology Student of the Year.” LeAnn 
Shirley and Kristie Pilgrim are program instructors. 
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Judging by the packed house, ECCC’s production of 
“High School Musical” last week appears to have 
been a smash. The show, produced by Dr. Phil 
Sutphin and directed by Joan Grimes, held two mati- 
nee and three night performances in the Vickers 
Auditorium on the college's campus in Decatur. 
PHOTOS BY BILL GRAHAM, 
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Drew Harrison, Jared Mullins and Zack Hutson 
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Holly Webb and Brandon Boulton 








School graduate, was among the a 
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East Central Community College freshman Sami Elkins of Lena lights a candle representing 
| knowledge as part of the induction ceremony for new members of Theta Xi Chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa, the international honor society for two-year colleges. Elkins, a 2009 Forest High 
pproximately 113 students tapped for membership in the 
prestigious organization during the annual spring semester ceremony held Sunday, Feb. 28, 

2010, in Huff Auditorium on the Decatur campus. 


| ECCC welcomes new Phi Theta Kappa members 


SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 


_ New members of East 
Central Community Col- 
lege’s Theta Xi Chapter of 
Phi Theta Kappa, the inter- 
national honor society for 
two-year colleges, were 
recognized during the annu- 
_al spring induction ceremo- 
ny held Sunday, Feb. 28, 
2010, on the Decatur cam- 
pus. 
Tapped for the presti- 
gious organization were 113 
students who met member- 
ship requirements, which 
include a 3.5 prade point 
average earned as a full- 
time student along with an 
overall 3.5 GPA. 
Amy A. Walgamott, Phi 
ae the 
| Mississippi/Louisiana 
CARTHAC Region, provided opening 
ee remarks and congratulated 
NEWTON inductees on their academic 
-success. , 
SPIRIT “ Theta Xi officers Kurt 
7 imoneau (president) of 
MER DIAN ouin, Kale Bilcidse (vice 
president of scholarship) of 
Decatur, Jordan Gunn (vice 
president of fellowship) of 
Forest, Brandon Hughes 


(vice president of leader- 
ship) of Decatur, Abby 
McMillan (vice president of 
public relations) of Newton 
and Paul Sewell (vice presi- 
dent of service) of Lees- 
burg, Ala., conducted the 
induction ceremony with 
supervision from Theta Xi 
advisers Kate Keenan 
Covich (speech instructor) 
and Curt Skipper (biology 
instructor). 

New members of Theta 
Xi and their respective 


Lake; Michae! Ann 
Durham, Miranda Gail 
Edwards, Andrew Michael 
Lee Gibbs, Marissa Janae 
Gordy, Laura Elizabeth 
Gunn, Donna Varche Harp- 
er, Cody Ross Harrell, 
Serna Jo Jackson, Shaquni- 
ta Shantell Ickom, Jennifer 
Elizabeth Moore and Jarod 


. Westley Yarbrough, all of 


Forest; Samantha Lynee 
Elkins and Kimberly Marie 
Patterson, both of Lena; 
Jennifer Marie Felton and 


“f 





Fa 


hometowns include: Lind- Colby Eugene Harvey, both 
sey Clair Bishop and of Lawrence; Jordan Ashlee 
Reaghan Nicole Mayes, Harrell» Stella A. Jenkins 
both of Conehatta; Kiswana and Kayla Rae Stevenson, 
Dashaye Burnside, William all of Morton; and Andrian- 
Quinton Davis, Brittany na Vasquez  Salgaldo. 
LeeAnn Edwards and Kar- Sebastopol. 
ley Joanna Mitchell, all of 
— NESHOBA DEMOCRAT | 
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ECCC Players spring musical 








The East Central Community College Players recently presented their Spring musical selection, “High School Musical.” 


Cast members and their respective high schools include (front 
Neshoba Central; Monica Vincent, Newton County; Lindsey Bish 


row, from left) Ashley Amis, Newton County; Liz Withers, 
op, Sebastopol; Adrienne McDill, Newton County; (second 


row, from left) Danielle Eiland, Louisville; Holly Webb, Forest; Kelsey Hill, Nanih Waiya; Jessie Harrison and Polly Vaughn, 


both of Newton County; Casey Rowzee, Newton County Academy: 
Christian School; Zack Hutson, McComb; J’Markus Dubose, Union; 


Drew Harrison, Newton County; Jared Mullins, Faith 


Cody Walters, Forest; and Carla Cook, Murrah; and 


(back row, from left) Brandy Taibert, Neshoba Central; Jennifer Moore, Forest: Lance Goodin, Nanih Waiya; D'Angelo Stri- 
bling, Neshoba Central; Brennan Graves, Choctaw Central; Josh Jarriel, Neshoba Central: Gunnar Gentry, Brandon Boul- 


ton and Celia Boggan, all of Newton County; Meredith McKee, 
Tamara McPhail, Peiahatchie. Not pictured are Sami Elkins, 


Neshoba Central; Courtney Lanier, Newton County; and 
Forest; Marissa Gordy, East Rankin Academy; Will Emmons, 


Lake; Colton Amis and Ryan Gillis, both of Newton County; Jesus Martinez and Ben Stewart, both of Grenada and Alejan- 
dro Chavez, New Albany. Joan Grimes served as director. (EC Photo) 
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Centralette tryouts scheduled April 29 


pus Gymnasium. A mandatory pre-try- scholarships. For more information, 
out clinic will be held from 5to 8 p.m. contact Thomas Carson, Director of 
on Thursday, April 15. Only those Bands, at 601-635-6228. The e-mail 
auditioning may attend tryouts. address is tcarson@eccc.edu. 

All Centralettes receive full-tuition 


East Central Community College will 
hold tryouts for the Centralettes, the 
dance line for the Warrior Wall O' 
Sound Marching Band, at 1 p.m. 
Thursday, April 29 in the South Cam- 
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the honor from Joe Killens, right, vice president for student 
services. Nontraditional student tuition scholarships are pro- 
vided to students age 23 or older who meet the scholarship 
guidelines. For more information, contact Joe Killens in Stu- 
Service, 601-635-2111 or calll toll free, 877-462- 3222. 
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eshoba FBLA students place in district competition 
Congratulations to the following Neshoba Central High School students who placed at the Future Business Leaders of 
America District Competition at East Central Community College. They competed against 28 other schools with 550 stu- 
dents in attendance. They are, from left, fourth place, Mallory Johnson-Global Business; third place, Brittany Boatner—Mar- 
keting; third place, Heather Alford-Entrepreneurship; fourth place, Amy Fiegenschue-Global Business; second place, Brit- 
tney Coleman-Public Speaking |; second place, Denzel Clemmons-Intro to Business Communication, fourth place, Janera 
Triplett-Business Communication; first place, Leah Ferguson -FBLA Principles and Procedures; sixth place, Summer 
Spivey-Networking Concepts; sixth place, Kycia Carter-Computer Problem Solving; first place, Lane Taylor-Intro to Parlia- 
mentary Procedure; third place, Megan Allen-Entrepreneurship; fourth Place - Jorie Long-Global Business; first place, Mal- 
lory Madison-Future Business Leader; fourth place, Rachel Thomas-Word Processing !I; third place, Emily Allen-Entrepre- 
neurship; third place, Marlee Williams-Computer Applications; second piace, Lucas Calvert-Business Calculations; fourth 
place, William Meruvia-impromptu Speaking; fifth place , Colton Eakes - Economics; and second place, Sam Lovorn-Pub- 
lic Speaking !!. They will be competing at FBLA State Competition in April, Neshoba Central FBLA Advisers are Lisa Green- 
wood and Raye Carol Eakes. 
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ECCC PHOTO 


Representing East Central Community College in Decatur at the annual Capitol Day activi- 
ties held Feb. 18, 2010, in Jackson were (front, from left) sophomore Abby McMillan of 
Newton and freshman Monica Vincent of Decatur; (second row, from left) sophomores Kurt 
Simoneau of Louin, Quin Stokes of Carthage and Zach Gibbs of Forest; and (back row, from 
left) faculty members Marc McCool of Louisville, Kate Covich of Rose Hill and Christy Fer- 
guson of Philadelphia; and ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, who were joined in the 
photo by State Rep. Russ Nowell of Louisville. Sponsored by the Mississippi Faculty Associ- 
ation for Community and Junior Colleges, Capitol Day is held to bring attention to the fund- 
ing needs of the state’s community and junior colleges and to promote the colleges’ ongo- 
ing Mississippi Values message. Gov. Haley Barbour, Lt. Gov. Phil Bryant, Dr. Eric Clark, exec- 

utive director of the State Board for Community and Junior Colleges; and Rep. Kelvin Buck 
of Holly Springs, who serves as chairman of House Universities and Colleges Committee, 

and several community and junior college students were among speakers at the morning 
press conference, attended by approximately 200 community and junior college students 
and faculty, 
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EC SOPHOMORE CLASS FAVORITES 


1tral Community Col sophomore class favorites for 2009-10 and their respective 
seh rea include psc anton Gilmore of Sebastopol, Lance Goodin of Louisville, or 
Pe hess of Forest, Kimberly Blackwell of Nanih Waly, Jordan Gunn of Lake, Bailey Brown 
Morton, Rachel Ramirez and Edgar Alvarez, both of Forest. 
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EAST CENTRAL ASTRONOMY CLUB 


Astronomy Club members for 2009-10 have been announced for East Central Commun College 
in Decatur. The organization consists of students who promote observational. astronomy, 


Meridian; Candie Willis, Union; and Lacey Gilmore, Sebastopol; and (back row, from left) William 
Miles, club sponsor; J’Markus Dubose, Union; Aaron Snell, Lake; and Daniel Alexander, Union. 
Brandi Mathis of Philadelphia was not pictured. For more information about the Astronomy Club 
contact Miles at 601-635-6223 or call toll free, 1-877-462-3222, xt. 223. 
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ECCC CENTRALETTES HONORED 


These sophomore members of the East Central Community College Centralettes, the dance line 
for the Wall 0’ Sound Marching Band, were honored during Sophomore Appreciation Night activ- 
ities held Thursday, Feb. 18, 2010, as the Lady Warriors and Warriors completed regular season 
competition against Jones County Junior College in the Brackeen-Wood Physical Education Build- 
ing. Honorees and their respective high schools include (from left) Savannah Smith, Newton Coun- 
ty; Lauren Luke, Nanih Waiya; Allison Lowery (captain), Winston Academy; Jaqlene Robinson, 
Noxapater; Hannah Watkins, Sebastopol; Bailey Brown, East Rankin Academy; and Dentra Dard- 
en, Anna Fulton (captain) and Kimberly Blackwell, all of Nanih Waiya. The presentation was 
made by Nicole Hillman, Centralette coordinator/choreographer. | 
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Wooten’s efforts 


highlighted by 





Wooten was ‘recently 
selected as the 
“Natioaal Performer” 
by MaxPreps.com, the 
premiere site for high 
school sports and sta- 
tistics nationwide. 

_ The East Central 
e was chosen for 
the honor following a 
two-game stretch on 
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In addition, Wooten 
has also been selected 
to compete in the Dia- 
mond Crossroads All- 
Star Game this sum- 
Inner. cao =2d% 3 
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ECCC’s Fulton Blackwell receive 


East Central Community College 


sophomores Anna Fulton and Kim-— 
berly Blackwell, both of Louisville, } 
were recently named to the 2010 


All-Mississippi Academic Team, an 
annual program honoring scholarly 
achievements and 

accomplishments of 
enrolled in the state's two year col 


The special program is coordinat- iF 
ed by The Clarion-Ledger, Phi Theta *™™—" 
Fulton 


Kappa International Honor Society, 
ty and Junior Colleges and the State 
Board for Community and Junior 
Colleges. 

The 55 honorees were recognized 
March 25, 2010, at the State Capitol 
by the Mississippi Legislature and 
guests of honor at a luncheon held 
at the Jackson Marriott. State Senator 
Terry C. Burton of Newton served as 
master of ceremonies. 

Fulton is among 15 students 
statewide chosen on the All-Missis- 
sippi First Team and will receive a 
$1.000 scholarship to continue her 
education. 

As a First Team member, Fulton 
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a Coca-Cola Scholar is based on 
scores earned in the All-USA Acade- 


1 mic Team competition, sponsored 
| by the Coca-Cola Scholars Founda- 


| tion and administered by the Phi 
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Blackwell 





will also compete for placement on 
the national AI-USA Academic Team 
for Community Colleges, sponsored 
by USA Today, Phi Theta Kappa and 
the American Association of Com- 
munity Colleges. 

The 20 students receiving AIF-USA 
First-Team recognition will be fea- 
tured in the April 19 issue of USA 
Today and each will receive a 
$2,500 stipend. 

Fulton was also recently chosen a 
2010 Coca-Cola Gold Scholar and 
will receive a check for $1,500 to 
continue her education. Selection as 


NEWTON COUNTY APPEAL 


SPIRIT OF MORTON 
MERIDIAN STAR 





% Theta Kappa International Honor 


Society. Recognition of this award 
| will be made in the April 19 issue of 


| USAToday 


Fulton. a President’s List scholar 


a } with a perfect 4.0 grade point aver 


age, chose biological sciences as 
her program of study. Her career 
goal is to become a radiologist. 

She is a member of Theta Xi Chap- 
ter of Phi Theta Kappa, Sigma Sigma 
Mu Tau, Warrior Corps, Wesley Foun- 
dation, Astronomy Club and Baptist 
Student Union, where she serves as 
song leader and vocalist. She also 
serves as co-captain of the Cen- 
tralettes, the dance line for the Wail 
0’ Sound Marching Band. 

In addition, she was chosen a 
sophomore homecoming maid, 
freshman class favorite, beauty and 
selected for Who’s Who Among Stu- 
dents in American Junior Colleges. 

Her community involvement 
includes participation in Phi Theta 
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Academie Honors 


Kappa’s AdoptaHighway Program 
and Operation Christmas Child. 

She is an honor graduate of Nanih 
Waiya Attendance Center. 

Her parents are Buddy and Robin 
Fulton of Louisville. 

Blackwell was named to the AlF 
Mississippi Academic Second Team, 
which includes 35 
community/junior college students. 

She is also a 2010 Cola-Cola 
National Finalist and will receive a 
check for $1,000 to continue her 
education. 

Blackwell is a President's List 
scholar and has maintained a perfect 
4.0 grade point average. Her major 
is pre-nursing. 

She serves as sophomore class 
president and vice president for 
membership forTheta Xi Chapter of 
Phi Theta Kappa. She is also a mem- 
ber of Sigma Sigma Mu Tau, Warrior 
Corps, Baptist Student Union and 
ECCC Players, 

In addition, Blackwell is a member 
of the Centralette dance line and 
participates in intramural sports. She 
served as a math and English tutor 
and participated and was a member 


of the Lady Warrior softball team 
and Fellowship of Christian Athletes 

She is the first recipient of the Iris 
Boggan Medical Scholarship and 
received the ECCC Board of Trustees 
Scholarship. 

She was selected a sophomore 
homecoming maid and named to 
Who's Who Among Students in 
American Junior Colleges. 

Her community involvement 
includes participation in the Phi 
Theta Kappa Highway Clean-Up 
Project and Adopt-A-Child for Christ- 
mas Program, sponsored by Phi 
Theta Kappa and the Student Body 
Association. She also participated 
with other Baptist Student Union 
members in Operation Christmas 
Child in Atlanta and helped collect 
canned goods for Love's Kitchen in 
Meridian. In addition, she helped 
sponsor an ECCC student for BSU 
missions. 

An honor graduate of Nanih Waiya 
Attendance Central, Blackwell is the 
daughter of Steve and Pam Black- 
well of Louisville. 
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Morton Students Participate in ECCC Senior Day 
East Central Community College computer technology instructor Brenda Johnson (left) speaks 
with Morton High School seniors (second from left) Casey Bankston, Joshua Blackbur and 
Morgan Craig during the College's annual Senior Day activities held recently on the Decatur 
campus. Activities included an Information Showcase held in the Brackeen-Wood Physical 
Education Building featuring all campus clubs and organizations as well as information on 
academic, career, and technical programs. Also on tap for the day were performances by the 
Collegians rock-n-roll band, Ac’cents show choir and the Percussion Ensemble. The event 
concluded with lunch on the mall. For more information or to schedule a campus visit, contact 
Joe Killens, Vice President for Student Services, at 601-635-6205. The e-mail address is 
jkillens@eccc.edu. (EC Photo) 
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Newton High School seniors (from le ) Justin Hawkins, Javotney Mc “une, 
Jordan Singleton and Jabarii Carr were among area students who attend- 
ed Kast Central Community College’s annual Senior Day activities held 
recently on the Decatur campus. They are shown with ECCC Tech Prep 
Career Center director/recruiter Ramonica Evans during an Information 
Showcase held in the Brackeen-Wood Physical Education Building featur- 
ing all campus clubs and organizations as well as information én academic, 
career, and technical programs. Also on tap were performances by the 
Collegians rock-n-roll band, Ac’cents show choir and the Percussion 
Ensemble. The event concluded with Iunch on the mall, For more informa- 
tion or to schedule a campus visit, contact Joe Killens, Vice President for 
Student Services, at 601-635-6205. The e-mail address is jkillens@eccc.edu 


<mailto:jkillens@ecec.edu>) (EC Photo) 
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Noxapater Students Attend ECCC Senior Day 
These Noxapater High School students were among area students partici- 
pating in East Central Community College's annual Senior Day activities held 
recently on the Decatur campus. Pictured are (from left) Shelby Payne, Alyse 
Webb, Hillary Hobby and Nicholas Johnson. Also shown is ECCC academic 
counselor Lanette Hanna. The day's activities included an Information Show- | 
case in the Brackeen-Wood Physical Education Building featuring all campus 
clubs and organizations as well as information on academic, career, and 
technical programs. Also on tap were performances. by the Collegians rock- 
n-roll band, Ac’cents show choir and the Percussion Ensemble. The event 
concluded with lunch on the mall. For more information or to schedule a 
campus visit, contact Joe Killens, Vice President for Student Services, at 601- 
635-6205. The e-mail address is jkillens@eccc.edu. (EC Photo) 
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Louisville Seniors Attend ECCC Senior Day e 
These Louisville High School students were among area seniors participat- 
ing in East Central Community College’s annual Senior Day activities held 
recently on the Decatur campus. Pictured are (from left) Jennifer Thomas, 
Katelyn Jordan, Justin Cain, Evan Humpries and - Griffin. The day’s 
activities included an Information Showcase in the Brackeen-Wood Physical 


Education Building featuring all campus clubs and organizations as well as 


information on academic, career, and technical programs. Also on tap were 


performances by the Collegians rock-n-roll band, Ac’cents show choir and _ 


the Percussion Ensemble. The event concluded with lunch on the mall. For 
more information or to schedule a campus visit, contact Joe Killens, Vice 
President for Student Services, at 601-635-6205. The e-mail address is jkil- 
lens@eccc.edu. (EC Photo) 
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Nani Waiya Students Attend ECC Senior Day 
Michael tees were among part cceaaih Gast Cones Mackenzie Lee and 








Buildi ing badhoee alle campus rey and organizations as well ts ridorition 
on academic, career, and technical programs. Also on tap were Wairfatieeaniees 
by the Collegians rock-n-roll band, Ac’cents show choir and the Percussion 
Ensemble. The event concluded with lunch on the mall. For more information 
or to schedule a campus visit, contact Joe Killens, Vice President for Student 
Services, at 601-635-6205. The e-mail address is jkillens@eccc.edu. (EC Photo) 





APPEARED IN: 
CARTHAGINIAN — NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
NEWTON COUNTY APPEAL ~ SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 
SPIRITOF MORTON __| WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 


MERIDIANSTAR CLARION-LEDGER 








a 


WEEK OF 


WA- ECCC senior day 





Winston Acetate Seniors Participate in ECCC Senior Day 


These Winston Academy students were among area seniors participating | 


in East Central Community Col eee oat Senne 


recently on the Decatur are (from left) Bri Burton, | 


Madison Nowell, |, Channing Sanders, Grant Fulton, Ashley , Alex | 
information 


Thomas and Channing Bucklew. The day’s activities included an 

Showcase in the Brackeen-Wood Physical Education Building featuring all 
campus clubs and organizations as well as information on academic, career, 
and technical programs. Also on tap were performances by the Collegians 
rock-n-roll band, Ac’cents show choir and the Percussion Ensemble. The 
event concluded with lunch on the mall. For more information or to sched- 
ule a campus visit, contact 

at 601-635-6205. The e-mail 






. (EC Photo) 
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East’ Central Community 
College in Decatur will pre- 
sent its Annual Spring Fine 
Arts Festival Thursday,April 22 
in the Ovid §. Vickers Fine Arts 
Center. There is no charge for 
admission to any of the 
events, 

The College's art exhibit, 
which displays works by East 
Central art students, will offi- 
cially open at 6 p.m. in the 
lobby of the Vickers Fine Arts 
Center. The artwork will be 
on espn April 20 through 
May 6. 


The East Central Communi- 
ty College Concert Choir, 
under the direction. of Vicki 
Blaylock, will present their 
spring concert at 7 p.m. in 
Vickers Fine Arts Center Audi- 
torium immediately following 
the presentation of art 
awards. Natalie Emmons. and 
Len Bobo serve as accompa- 

Choir selections include “Fa 
Una Canzona” arranged by 
Robinson, “Afternoon: on a 
Hill" with words by Edna. St. 
Vincent Millay and music by 
Eric William Barnum, “Earth 
song” by Tichell, “Hodie Chris- 
tus Natus Est” by: Hayes, “Sure 
on This Shining Night’ by Lau- 
ridsen, “Coffee in a Cardboard 
Cup” arranged by Robison, 
Ames’ “In Remembrance, 
which will feature Audrey 
Cannon on the French horn; 
“Selig sind die reines Herzens 
sind” by Voullaire, “The Awak- 


CARTHAGINIAN 


Revelator,” arranged by Cald- 





well and Ivory. = 


Students displaying -art 
include Brittany Bobo of 
Union, Kayla Cook ~ of 
Carthage, Leslie Graham, Luis 
Hernandez, Cody Walters and 
Holly Webb, all of Forest; Ray 
Grant of Conehatta: Amber 
Harbour of Philadelphia, DJ. 
Harris of Sumrall, arti 
McDill and Brittany Morri 
both of Newton; Anna 
Peeples of Louisville and a 
i¢ Pionan of Terupong Inter- 
national School in Malaysia. 

‘Members of the concert 
choir include -Anna Powell 
and Hank Benson, both of 
Philadelphia; Polly Vaughn, 
Ashley Amis, Monica Vincent, 
Brandon Boulton, Celia Bog- 
gan, Cameron Weaver, Cody 
Strait, Courtney Lanier, Tiffany 
Spence, Ayla Smith, Patrick 
Ezell, Tiffany Hennington, 
Cole Harris, Colton Amis, Ash- 
Jey Dumas and Lane Fulton, all 
of Decatur; Elise Gibbs, Casey 
Rowzee, Melody Mann and 
Emily Pace, all of Newton; Jeri 
Lynn Crosby, Ronnie White, 
Kristen Everett, Laura Gunn, 
Jordan Gunn and Brittany Har- 
rison, all of Forest; Audrey 
Cannon, Brandon; Corbin 
Jenkins, Jessica Cherry, James 
Latiker, DJ. Townsend, and 
Drew Johnston, all of 
Carthage; Brandon Hughes, 
J’Markus Dubose and Jordan 
Smith, all of Union; Jessy Har- 
rison, Heather Hogue and 
Drew Harrison, all of Little 


NEWTON COUNTY APPEAL 
SPIRIT OF MORTON 


MERIDIAN STAR 





WEEK OF 


NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 


~ SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 


WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL | | 


CLARION-LEDGER 











The East Central Conmuhity College C Concert Choir will present its ¢ spring concert & at t7 put m, Thursday, April 
22, in Vickers Fine Arts Auditorium during the annual Fine Arts Festival, which will also showcase works by 
the College's art department. The public is invited and there is no charge for admission. Pictured are (first 
row, from left) music instructor Vicki Blaylock, director; Anna Powell, Philadelphia; Polly Vaughn, Courtney 
Lanier and Lane Fulton, all of Decatur; James Latiker, Carthage; Jeri Lynn Crosby, Forest; Ashley Amis, Decatur; 
Elise Gibbs, Newton; and Celia Boggan, Decatur; and music instructor Natalie Emmons, accompanist; (second 
row, from left) Kristen Everett and Brittany Harrison, both of Forest; Monica Vincent, Decatur; Audrey Can- 
non, Brandon; Corbin Jenkins, Carthage; Ronnie White, Forest; Brandon Hughes, Union; Brandon Boulton, 
Decatur; Jessy Harrison, Little Rock; and Stacy Henderson, Lorena; (third row, from left) Lacey Gilmore, 
Sebastopol; Tiffany Spence and Ayla Smith, both of Decatur; Casey Rowzee and Emily Pace, both of Newton; 
Lance Goodin, Louisville; Brian Felton, Chunky; Drew Harrison, Little Rock; Drew Johnston, Carthage; and 
Tiffany Hennington and Ashley Dumas, both of Decatur; (fourth row, from left) Laura Gunn, Forest; Colton 
Amis, Decatur; Jordan Smith, Union; Patrick Ezell, Decatur; Jared Mullins, Tupelo; Hank Benson, Philadelphia; 
Heather Hogue, Little Rock; Jessica Cherry, Carthage; Courtney Gammill, Lake; and Melody Mann, Newton; 
and (fifth row, from left) Britney Jefferson, Batesville; Sherry Farmer, Hickory; J'markus Dubose, Union; Cole 
Harris, Decatur; D.J. Townsend, Carthage; Jordan Gunn, Forest; Tyler Comans, Sebastopol; Jordan Vance, 
Natchez; Cody Strait, Decatur; Richard Ferguson and Jackie Leggette, both of Meridian; Cameron Weaver, 
Decatur; and Jonathan Crabtree, Vicksburg. (EC Photo) 


Rock; Stacy Henderson, Lore- 
na; Lacey Gilmore, 
Sebastopol; Lance Goodin, 
Louisville; Brian Felton, 


Chunky; Jared Mullins, Tupelo; 


Courtney Gammill, Lake; Brit- 
ney Jefferson, Batesville; Sher- 
ry Farmer, Hickory; Tyler 
Comans, Sebastopol, Jordan 
Vance, Natchez; Richard Fer- 


guson and Jackie Leggette, 
both of Meridian; and 
Jonathan Crabtree, Vicksburg. 
For more information, con- 
tact Tom Carson, Chairman of 


the Division of Fine Arts, at 
601-635-6228 or toll free 1- 
877-462-3222, ext. 228. The e- 
mail address is 
tcarson@eccc.edu, 





ECCC To Hold 
Fine Arts Festival 


SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 


East Central Commu- 
nity College in Decatur 
will present its Annual 
Spring Fine Arts Festival 
Thursday, April 22, in the 
Ovid S. Vickers Fine Arts 
Center. There is no charge 


for admission to any of 


the events. 

The College'’s- art 
exhibit, which displays 
works by East Central art 
students, will officially 
open at 6 p.m. in the 
lobby of the Vickers Fine 
Arts Center. The artwork 
will be on display April 
20 through May 6. 

The East Central Com- 
munity College Concert 
Choir, under the direction 
of Vicki Blaylock, will 
present their spring con- 
cert at 7 p.m. in Vickers 
Fine Arts Center Audito- 
rium immediately tollow- 
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ing the presentation of art 
awards. Natalie Emmons 


and Len Bobo serve as 


accompanists. 


Local members of the 


concert choir include Jer1| 
Lynn Crosby, Ronnie 
White, Kristen Everett, 
Laura Gunn, Jordan Gunn 
and Brittany Harrison, all 
of Forest; Stacy Hender- 
son, Lorena; Lacey 
Gilmore, Sebastopol; 
Courtney Gammill, Lake: 
and Tyler Comans, 
Sebastopol. 

Among the students 
displaying art, partici- 
pants will include Leslie 
Graham, Luis Hernandez, 
Cody Walters and Holly 
Webb, all of Forest. 

For information, con- 
tact ‘Tom Carson, Chair-| 
man of the Division of 
Fine Arts, at (601) 635- 
6228 or toll free 1-877- 
462-3222, ext. 228. 
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SHS STUDENTS ATTEND 
ECCC SENIOR DAY 


Sebastopol High School seniors (from left) Ashley Glaze, 
Lorenzo Patrick and Anna Leach were among area students 
who attended East Central | College’s annual 
Senior Day festivities held recently on the Decatur campus. 
Activities included an Information Showcase in the Brackeen- 
Wood Physical Education Building featuring all campus clubs 
and organizations as well as information on academic, career, 
and technical programs. Also on tap were performances by 
the Collegians Rock-N-Roll band, Ac’cents show choir and the 


mall. For more information or to schedule a campus visit, 
contact Joe Killens, Vice President for Student Services, at 
601-635-6205. The e-mail address is jkillens@eccc.edu. 
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Guitarist Jordan Vance lays down a solo as sing cr Joan 
Harrison dances during a concert by the Calcot at 
ECCC April 12, The rock band, under the direction of Tom 
Carson, played a lively set of contemporary pop tunes and 
classic rock standards. photos by Bill Graham 
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Bobby Branning, mellophone and 
Ruby MeCurdy, trumpet 





Trumpeters Christina Gibbs and | 
Graylon Foster 
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Singer Courtney Gammill 
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ECCC Choir Concert Scheduled April 22...The East Central Community College 
Concert Choir will present its spring concert at 7 p.m. Thursday, April 22, in Vickers 
Fine Arts Auditorium during the annual Fine Arts Festival, which will also showcase 
works by the College's art department. The public is invited and there is no charge for 
admission. Pictured are (first row, from left) music instructor Vicki Blaylock, director; 
Anna Powell, Philadelphia; Polly Vaughn, Courtney Lanier and Lane Fulton, all of 
Decatur; James Latiker, Carthage; Jeri Lynn Crosby, Forest; Ashley Amis, Decatur; 
Elise Gibbs, Newton; and Celia Boggan, Decatur; and music instructor Natalie Emmons, 
accompanist; (second row, from left) Kristen Everett and Brittany Harrison, both of 
Forest; Monica Vincent, Decatur; Audrey Cannon, Brandon; Corbin Jenkins, 
Carthage; Ronnie White, Forest; Brandon Hughes, Union: Brandon Boulton, Decatur; 
Jessy Harrison, Little Rock: and Stacy Henderson, Lorena; (third row, from left) Lacey 
Gilmore, Sebastopol; Tiffany Spence and Ayla Smith, both of Decatur; Casey Rowzee 
and Emily Pace, both of Newton, Lance Goodin, Louisville; Brian Felton, Chunky; Drew 
Harrison, Little Rock; Drew Johnston, Carthage; and Tiffany Hennington and Ashley 
Dumas, both of Decatur; (fourth row, from left) Laura Gunn, Forest; Colton Amis, 
Decatur; Jordan Smith, Union; Patrick Ezell, Decatur; Jared Mullins, Tupelo; Hank 
Benson, Philadelphia; Heather Hogue, Little Rock; Jessica Cherry, Carthage; Courtney 
Gammill, Lake; and Melody Mann, Newton; and (fifth row, from left) Britney Jefferson, 
Batesville: Sherry Farmer, Hickory; J’markus Dubose. Union; Cole Harris, Decatur; 
D.J. Townsend, Carthage; Jordan Gunn, Forest; Tyler Comans, Sebastopol; Jordan 
Vance, Natchez, Cody Strait, Decatur, Richard Ferguson and Jackie Leggette, both of 
Meridian; Cameron Weaver, Decatur; and Jonathan Crabtree, Vicksburg, (EC Photo) 
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ECCC MU ALPHA THETA 


Mu Alpha Theta members for 2009-10 have been announced 
for East Central Community College in Decatur. The organiza- 
tion consists of students who are interested in the study of 
mathematics. Members and their respective hometowns 
include: (front row, from left) Sue Ford, sponsor; Anna 
Switzer, Meridian; Reaghan Mayes, Conehatta; Hannah 
Watkins, Union; and Meaghan Mayes, Conehatta and (back 
row, from left) Paul Sewell, secretary/treasurer, Cherokee 
County, Ala.; Kurt Simoneau, vice president, Louin; Jason 
Hancock, Decatur; Jason Watkins, Lake; and Chelsea Pugh, 
president, Hickory. For more information about Mu Alpha 
Theta contact Ford at 601-635-6302 or call toll free, 1-877- 
462-3222, ext. 302. 
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FHS STUDENTS ATTEND. 
ECCC SENIOR DAY 


Forest High School seniors (from left) Alison Jimenez, Rube: 
Ruiz and Rosalia Hernandez talk with East Central Comune 
ty College sophomore Cody Walters of Forest, treasurer of 


event concluded with lunch at the mail. For more information 
or to schedule a campus visit, contact Joe Killens, Vice Presi- 
dent for Student Services, at 601-635-6205. The e-mail 
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SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 


East Central Community 
College’s student newspa- 
per, The Tom-Tom, was 
among the top student 
newspapers in the state rec- 
ognized during the O.C. 


McDavid Journalism Con- | 


ference held recently. East 
Central students earned 12 
awards in the Mississippi 
Press Association’s Better 
Newspaper Contest in the 
Community and Junior Col- 
lege Division, including 
second place in the general 
excellence award, the top 
award granted for student 
newspapers in the commu- 
nity college division for the 
state. The Tom-Tom also 
received four first place, 
three additional second 
place and four third place 
awards in the competition. 

In the Better Newspaper 
Competition, members of 
The Tom-Tom staff earned 
the following awards: 

A first place finish for 
Shaun Cooper, a 2009 grad- 
uate of ECCC for Best Edi- 
torial, titled, “Students 
Should Do Their Part To 
Assist.” 

The Tom-Tom staff was 
plaques for Best Layout and 
Design, and Best Single and 
Miscellaneous Advertise- 
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ECCC Student Newspaper 
Staff Receives State Awards : 








ul | 


ECCC PHOTO | 


Members of ECCC’s newspaper staff display various awards | 
presented at the O.C. McDavid Journalism Conference held 
recently. Pictured are: (front row, from left) Gunnar Gentry of | 


Decatur; Colby Harvey of Newton; Tyler Watkins of Forest. 


and Gennie Phillips, adviser; and (back row, 
Zachary Eaves of Louisville; and Daniel 


from left) 
Alexander and 


Markus Dubose, both of Union. 


ECCC 2009 graduate 
Aaron Morrison of Newton 
received second place hon- 
ors for Best General Interest 
Column, fitled, “Where is 
God?” 

Freshman Tara Martin of 
Forest was recognized with 
a second place award for 
Best Cartoon depicting 
Homecoming 2009, 

The Tom-Tom staff also 
received second place hon- 
ors for Miscellaneous 
Advertisement. 

Sophomore Zachary 
Eaves of Louisville claimed 
a third place prize in the 
Best Feature Story Catego- 
ry, titled, “Harris Over- 
comes War Attack.” 

2009 ECCC graduate 
Samantha Kinard of Noxap- 
ater received a third place 


award for Best Sports Fea- 
ture titled “Coach Smith | 
Shares Rose Hobby.” | 

Sophomores — Denetra 
Darden of Louisville and. 
Tiffany Lowery of Walnut 
Grove won third place hon- 
ors for Best Investigative 
Package on texting iis 
driving. | 

The Tom-Tom staff 2a 
won third place honors for 
Best Front Page Design. 

The Tom-Tom is a stu- 
dent-led newspaper _repre- 
sentative of the student body 
of East Central Community 
College in Decatur. The 
publication is advised by 
ECCC Publications Coordi- 
nator Gennie Phillips of 
Forest. Rachel Ramirez of 
Forest is the student editor 
of The Tom-Tom. 
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EC freshman class favorites 


Freshman class favorites for 
2009-10 at East Central Community 
College in Decatur and their respec- 
tive high schools, include (from left) 
Lindsey Bishop of Sebastopol, Zack 


aa 
7 


a2) 2s 
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Hutson of McComb, Bobby Thigpen 
of Forest, Brittany Parker of 
Decatur, Matt Griffin of Union, and 
Anna Alexander of Little Rock. 
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Newton Community 
Healthcare, Inc. recent- 
ly honored Ruth Round 
(center) of Newton with 
an endowed scholarship 
at East Central 
Community College. 
The announcement of 
the new scholarship was 
made at a reception held | 
in February to recog- | 
nize Round for her more | 
than 22 years of volun- | 
teer service to the hospi- 
tal in Newton. Pictured 
are: (from left) Stacey 
Hollingsworth, ECCC executive director for Foundation and Alumni 
Relations, Round and Tim Thomas, Director of Newton Community 
Healthcare, Inc. (EC PHOTO) 
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ECCC Concert Choir, Ac’cents 
Auditions Schedule May II 

Auditions for the East Central Community College 
Concert Choir and Ac’cents show choir will be held at | p.m. 
May 11, 2010 in the Vickers Fine Arts. Auditorium. Particj- 
pants may audition for one or both of the choiral groups. 

The Ac’ cents is a 12-member group that dances and 
sings to music from various genres, Ac’cents members re- 
ceive a full tuition scholarship and perform on campus and for 
community events and clubs. x 

Direct Vicki Blaylock said, “Students interested in 
auditioning for Ac’cents, should prepare a solo for the audi- 
tion and be ready to sight-read music and dance téchoreog- 
raphy that will be taught on audition day.” ‘ 

There are currently $7 members in the ECCC Concert 
Choir and those members receive a half tuition scholarship, 
The Concert Choir performs music that ranges from the re- 
naissance to Contemporary music styles.. 

Those auditioning for the Concert Choir should be 
prepared to sight-read music, sing with an SATB group and 
match melodies. The concert choir is also under the direction 
of Blaylock. | 
For more information, contact Blaylock at 601-635-6225 or 
vblaylock@ecec.edu. 
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Saturday, May 15, 2010, when Kristy 
lege holds its 81st Commence. 





sos irements following the Dr . 
/ Summer and fall terms, Suzanne Thornton, Lauren 
according to Dr. Lavinia Spark- Suzanne Thorton, Trinelius 

man, Vice President for Jamal Triplett, Jennifer Shaye | 
Instruction. Watts and James Marshall — 












Those participating in the Wood, all of Louisville: Kate- Participating in ECCC’s 81st commencement are 
pn nae sig on Ton cen, ang sophomores pte fom lef lor 
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ECCC Smail Engine Repair Class receives Certificates 

An East Central Community College Small Engine Repair class, ideal 
for learning the theory of operation, carboration, ignition systems, 
and internal engine components, was recently completed at the East 
Central Community College Productivity Enhancement Lab located in 
the Philadelphia/Neshoba County Career-Technical Center. Participants 
receiving certificates of completion, seated from left, are Ricky 
Reynolds of Louisville and James Sampson of Philadelphia; and stand- 
ing from left, are Chester Whittle of Philadelphia, Tatum Morris of 
Conehatta, and Gary Sanford, instructor. Those who also — 
the class but aren't pictured are Joseph Willis of Louisville anc Terry 
Bell of Philadelphia. For more information on this class and others 
| contact Chris Clark, ECCC Workforce Development 
Coordinator, Phone 601-635-6245 or call toll free, 1-877-462-3222, ext. 
245; Blake Warren, Advanced Skills Trainer, Phone 601-389-0832; or 
visit www.eccc.edu/workforce <http://www.eccc.edu/workforce> . 
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Newton Countians finish at EC 


More than 450 students 
are scheduled to receive 
diplomas Saturday, May 15, 
2010, when East Central 
Community College holds 
its Sist Commencement 


beginning at 11 a.m. in the 
i 


APPEARED IN: 


Neshoba County Coliseum 
in Philadelphia. 

Those participating in the 
program include graduating 
sophomores Austin 
Crouther of Union, who will 
give the invocation; Jordan 
Gunn of Forest, commence- 
ment speaker; and Hannah 
Lee of Philadelphia, bene- 
diction. Drew*Harrison of 
Little Rock will present the 
musical selection “You 
Raise Me Up.” 

Newton Countians who 

will receive their degrees 
are: 
Max Morgan Anderson, 
Kristina Marlene Bell, 
Wendy Cater, Alline 
Finley, Angie R. Massey, 
Meaghan Marie Mayes 
and Reaghan Mayes, all of 
Conehatta; 

Kim Denise Amerson, 
Colton E. Amis, Keli Jo 


Barrett, Benton Cody 
Cotton, Sierra  Croff, 
Ashley Dumas, Kyle 
Ethridge, Melissa 
McLendon Etie, Jason 
Robert Hancock, Joseph 
Kyle Killens, =‘ Tina 
MeMullan, Jeremy 
Saucier, Jesse Savell, 


Jordan Vance, Anthony 
Thorne Williams and 
Robin R. Willis, all of 


Deeatur; 
Brittney Danielle 
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Cochran, Tunisha Tyia 
Ellis, Chelsea Lee Pugh 
and Darius Micah Walker, 
all of Hickory; 

Paul Evans and Melissa 
Ann Rowell, both of Lake: 
_Junenette Roshele’ Harris 
and Dustin Clark Weeks, 
both of Lawrence; 

Aaron Bruce nt, 
Andrew Kennith Harrison 
and Drew Wilson, all of 
Little Rock; 

Brandon L. Barnett, 
Kevin Chapman, Shekia L,. 
Davis, William Jamal 
Flowers, Elise Marie 
Gibbs, Elizabeth Nioka 
Gillis, Kimberly Lea 
Goodin, Jasmine 
Shawanda Grass, Cedrie 
Harris, Kristen Paige 
Jones, Antogonie Des'Niek 
Leverette, Craig A. Lovell, 
Adrienne Elizabeth 








MeDill, 


Abby 
MeMillan, Emily Pace, 


Marie 


Randy , Robinson, 
Stephanie Lorraine Evans 
Robinson, Casey Rowzee, 
Edward A. Skinner, Donna 
Jo Strickland, Joshua 
Edward Talbert, Lesley 
Josalind Sarita 
Thompson, Hailey Walker, 
Kanisha Warnsley, 
DeAnna L. Whitehead, 
Anna Victoria Williams 
and Lisa L. Windham, all 
of Newton; 

and James M. Cassel II, 
Jeni Collins, Robin E£. 
Crapps, Austin L. 
Crouther, Thomas Otha 
Kennedy and Krystle 
Elyse Wolverton, all of 
Union. 
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ECCC Concert Choir, Ac’cents 


Auditions for the East Central Com- 
Ac’cents show choir will be held at 1 
p.m. May 11, 2010 in the Vickers Fine 
audition for one or both of the choiral 

The Ac’ cents is a 12-member group 
that dances and sings to music from 


| < said, “Students 
interested in auditioning for Ac'cents, 
should prepare a solo for the audition 
and be ready to sight-read music and 
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~’ Those auditioning for 


the Concert Choir should 


id be prepared to sight-read 


music, sing with an SATB 
group and match 
melodies. The concert 
choir is also under the 
direction of Blaylock. 

For more information, 
contact Blaylock at 601- 
635-6225 or 
vblaylock@eccc.edu. 
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ECCC students receiving State SkillsUSA Honors 
These East Central Community College career-technical students received various awards at the Mis- 
sissippi SkillsUSA Championship held April 14-15, 2010, at Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College 
in Perkinston. Winning first-place honors in their respective categories and qualifying for national 
competition are (seated from left) Hannah Watkins (architectural drafting) and Eddie Fondren (tech- 
nical drafting), both of Union; Richard Adams (commercial baking), Philadelphia; Kristie Robinson (pro- 
motional bulletin board), Forest; and Crystal Tucker (promotional bulletin board), Meridian. Placing 
second in their respective categories were (second row, from left) Cody Buckley (residential wiring), 
Forest; Shelby Shelley (CNC Milling Technology), Sebastopol; Lindsay Bozeman (CNC Turning Technol- 
ogy), Philadelphia; Tim Patterson (precision machine technology), McCool; Cody Mason (cabinetmak- 
ing), Union; and Angela Melton (prepared speech), Hickory. Third-place winners included (back row, 
from left) Josh Taylor (welding), a Trent Hill (collision repair technology), Philadelphia; Shonda 
Johnson (job interview), Newton; and Opening and Closing team members Danielle Shoemaker, 
Decatur; Amy Johnson and Carrie Stokes, both of Philadelphia; Megan Carlisle, Gilbertown, Ala.; Maree 
Kidd, Newton; Raquel! Simmons, Philadelphia; and Chelsey Boatner, Louisville. Not pictured is Austin 
Mather of Decatur, a third-place winner in automotive service technology. The National SkillsUSA 
andor Conference will be held June 21-25, 2010, in Kansas City, Missouri. 
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ECCC Intramural Softball Champions 

“The Repeat” captured top honors in the annual intramural softball cham- 
pionship held at East Central Community College in Decatur. Team members | 
include (kneeling from left) Daniel Moody, Justin Sturdivant and Austen 
Lewis, all of Carthage; Tyler Laird, Little Rock; and George Sciple, Philadel- 
phia; and (standing from left) Tanner Long, Nanih Waiya; Matthew Malone, 
Matt Wilbanks, Garner Brooks and Brandon Busby, all of Carthage; and Tyler — 
Moffitt, Louisville. ECCC softball coach Scott Hill serves as director of intra- | 
murals. (EC Photo) 
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— ECCC runners-up 





ECCC intramural Softball Runners-Up 
"Fred's Team * placed second in the annual intramural softball champi- 
068 old ax Ghat Candral Contininity Collie ui Decne Team members 
Geneeting frone, lath) Deter eee tas dae ta Rod Martin, 
Waldorf, Maryland; Miley Miller, Mike , Tweety — 
eceman aa Biggen Williams, all of Louisville; and (standing f ote 
James Ficklin, Goodhope; C. J. Tatum, Louisville; Cash Brown, Hick 
Goss, Fred Hampton, Brandon Hendrix and Mario ike, all of Louisvill e: en 
_ gie Davis, Decatur; and Anthony Tatum, Tatum, Louisville. ECCC head softball coach | 
Scott Hill serves-as director of intramurals. scons 
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East Central 
Spring graduation scheduled 
May 15 at Neshoba Coliseum 


More than 450 students 
are scheduled to receive 
diplomas Saturday, May 
15, 2010, when East Cen- 
tral Community College 
holds its 81st Commence- 
ment beginning at 11 a.m, 
in the Neshoba County 
Coliseum in Philadelphia. 

Included in the total are 
those who completed 
degree requirements fol- 
lowing the 2009 summer 
and fall terms, according 
to Dr, Lavinia Sparkman, 
vice president for Instruc- 
tion. 

Those participating in 
the program include grad- 
uating sophomores Austin 
Crouther of Union, who 
will give the invocation; 
Jordan Gunn of Forest, 
commencement speaker; 
and Hannah Lee of 
Philadelphia, benediction. 
Drew Harrison of Little 
Rock will present the 
musical selection “You 
Raise Me Up.” 

In the absence of Col- 
lege President Dr. Phil A. 
Sutphin, Donna Luke, 
director of Admissions, 
Records and Research, will 
present candidates for 
graduation and Sparkman 
will award degrees and 
certificates to the fol- 
lowing: 


May 2010 graduates 


® ATTALA: Holly Kayli 
Tanner and Joseph Scott 
Tanner both of Ethel; 
Brittni Rachelle Cazier, 
Shemeka M. Funchess, 
Sherry A. Huie and Cha- 
sity Ann McAdams; all of 
Kosciusko; and Tim Pat- 
terson, McCool. 

« CHOCTAW: Jana 
Hunt, Weir. 

« CLARKE: Zackary D. 
Cates, Enterprise; Carnell 
Gray, Quitman: and 
Rashad Horne, Shubuta. 


LaDenna Nixon, all of Bay . 
Springs; Keysa Marie 
Hales and Gwendolyn 
LaTrelle Moffett McGill, 
both of Heidelberg: Kurtis 
Daniel Simoneau and San- 
tanna Alese Wilson, both 
of Louin; and Corey A. 
Bramlett, Courtney A. 
Bramlett and Jeremy 
Robert Rogers, all of Rose 
Hill. 

* KEMPER: Sherry 
Lynn Clemons, Janis E. 
Harris, Lauren Marie Luke 
and Hailey Moody, all of 
Preston. 

¢ LAMAR: Tiffany 
Morquiesa Houston, 
Purvis. 

¢ LAUDERDALE: 
Brandon Alexander Gal- 
istel, Cachita Shanta Hug- 
gins and Cassandra Dove 
Landrum, all of Marion: 
and Antonio L. Grace, 
Laura Renea Hardy, Lucy 
Hughes-Moore, Rhonda 
Lard Camala, Rosha 
Palmer Stetson, Shane 
Rickles, Anna L. Switzer 
and Michelle Wilson, all of 
Meridian. 

¢ LEAKE: Amelia 
Katherine Burnside, Deb- 
orah Coleman, Gwendolyn 
Burkett Crumbley, Vickie 
Renae Daniel, Amanda R. 
Griffith, James Cory 
Harkins, Casey Wayne 
Henderson, Tiffany 
Shalice Henson, Conner 
David Herrington, April J. 
Hogue, Monica Leann 
James, Corbin Jenkins, 
Holley Nicole Lindsay, 
Emily Laine Malone, 
James William McBeth, 
LaKecia Ann McQueen, 
Cody A. Mullen, Erin 
Odom, Tywana Jones 
Peavy, Constance Diane 
Savell, Whitney Blake 
Thompson and Linda 
Watkins, all of Carthage; 
Brandy Greer, Allen 
Braxton J ohnson and 
Shannon Dee Moss, all of 


* HARRISON: Rachel Lena; Jaclyn E. Wright, 
Oatman, Saucier, Louisville; John Weston 
e HINDS: Keisha Greer, Thomas, Madden: and 
Clinton. ~ Daniel Bankston, Miriah E. 
¢ JASPER: Carma Barney, Paula Jean Covar- 
Nailine Keves Kavla o§.--»-§ "Thine Molices-Pite 


Lee Ann Lowery, Justin 
Randall McNeill, LaQuin- 
dric Stokes and James 
Zachary Wright, all of 
Walnut Grove. 

« LEE: Jared Bret 
Hayden Mullins, Tupelo, 

* NESHOBA: Carrie 
Ann Alexander and 
William Alex Hamilton, 
both of Carthage; Ramon 
V. Agurrie Sr., Choctaw; 
Briana Alane Bell, Chrissa 
C. Bennett, LaKeshia 
Boyd, Stacy Svihla 
Brantley, Emily Elizabeth 
Breland, Austin Gray 
Buchanan, Griffin Allen 
Burk, Kyle M. Chandler, 
Hailey Renyta Chisolm, 
Danielle Marshea Cole, 
Hope Nelson Cole, Wendy 
Cumberland, Dustin L. 
Davis, Morgan Elizabeth 
Deweese, Andrew Dees 
Dowdy, Ashley N. Dunn, 


Alanna Katelyn Fairchild, — 


Brittany Shea Fedrick, 
Kristy Michelle Frazier, 
Colton Fulton, Kyle 


Grainger, Angela J. Gray, 
Charles Hamilton, Kevin 


Allen Hancock II, Charlene 


Hickmon, Jon Michael © 
, Erica Lane 
Jenkins, Joshua Jenkins, 


Duran Joe, Eric Kyle Jones, 


Brandi Kennedy, Jessica 
Lynn Kilpatrick, Debbie 
Lynn Lawrence-Vowell, 
Hannah Marie Lee, Kin- 
drick D. Lyon, Jordan 
Leigh McMichael, Dava 
Denise B. Meely, Alana D. 
Moore, LaKecia L. Moore, 
Morgan M. Moore, Paula 
Renee Nash, Valerie 
Nicholson, Anna Marie 
Powell, Elizabeth Jean 
Powell, Nathan Scott __ 
Rowell, Rachel Parker * 
Rush, Heather M. 
Schwebel, Sable O'Hara 


Dallis J ohn Steve Jr., Tin 
— Stribling, Laynett 
bbs a, Deidre Estelline 
ubby, Lisa Maria Tubby, 
joey R. Turner, Kevin 
Vaughn, Summer Paige 
Warren, ‘Cassandra White, 


Thomas H. White, Stuart 
illis nd Maxcine 
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Submitted Photos 
Participating in East Central Community College's 81st commencement are graduating 
sophomores, from left, Jordan Gunn of Forest, commencement speaker, Hannah Lee of 
Philadelphia, benediction; Austin Crouther of Union, invocation; and Drew Harrison, who 
will present the vocal music selection “You Raise Me Up.” They are among more than 450 
students who are scheduled to receive diplomas beginning at 11 a.m. Saturday, May 15, 
2010, in the Neshoba County Coliseum in Philadelphia. 


tany Cooper Black, Lindsay 
Marie Bozeman, Jennifer 
Ra'nee Bullard, Lacey Anne 
Gilmore, Patrick Coy 
Griffin, Kelsie ee 
Brandon E. Kennedy, Am 

R. Plaisance, Gloria Ranaee 
Rushing Mamie Shannon, 
Jordan T. Smith, Leanna 
Jane Smith, Amanda Leigh 


Nicole Thames, Kurt Tol- 
bert, Jesse Johnson Vance, 
Hannah C. Watkins, Leah V. 
Williams and Mandy 
‘Wilson, all of Union. 
¢ NEWTON: Max 


Morgan Anderson, Kristina - 


Marlene Bell, Wendy 
Cater, Alline Finley, Angie 
R. Massey, Meaghan Marie 
Mayes and Reaghan 
Mayes, all of Conehatta; 
Kim Denise Amerson, 
Colton E. Amis, Keli Jo 
Barrett, Benton Cody 
Cotton, Sierra Croff, 
Ashley Dumas, Kyle 
Ethridge, Melissa 
McLendon Etie, Jason 


Lee 
and Darius Micah Walker, 
all of Hickory; Paul Evans 
and Melissa Ann Rowell, 
both of Lake; Junenette: 
Roshele' Harris and Dustin 
Clark Weeks, both of 
Lawrence; Aaron Bruce 
Agent, Andrew Kennith 
Harrison and Drew 
Wilson, all of Little Rock; 
Brandon L. Barnett, Kevin 
Chapman, Shekia L. Davis, 
William Jamal Flowers, 
Elise Marie Gibbs, Eliza- 
beth Nioka Gillis, Kim- 
berly Lea Goodin, Jasmine 
Shawanda Grass, Cedric 
Harris, Kristen Paige Jones, 
Antogonie Des'Niek Lev- 


Robinson, tesa Lor- 
raine Evans Robinson, 
Casey Rowzee, Edward A. 
Skinner, Donna Jo Strick- 
land, Joshua Edward Tal- 
bert, Lesley Josalind Sarita 
Thompson, Hailey Walker, 
Kanisha Warnsley, DeAnna 
L, Whitehead. Anna Victoria 
Williams and Lisa L. 
Windham, all of Newton; 
and James M. Cassel III, Jeni 
Collins, Robin E. Crapps, 


French, Marshall D. Jones, 
Yolanda Jones, Aaron Craft 
Snell and Jamey Taylor, all 
of Lake; Bailey Allyn Brown, 


Watson, a all of Morton; and 
Tara Rose Gilmer, 
Sebastopol. } 

* SIMPSON: Michael 





Coleman, Phillip C. Curry, 
Matthew pene, Sk 

















Audriann Thomas; all of 
Conehatta; Brittany Hope 
Brown, Tina McMullan and 
Kristen Pillsbury, all of 
Decatur; Diane Marie 
Berthelette, Forest; Ashton 


Acord, JC Diaz and Raven 


Nicole Hardy, all of 
Hickory; Tony Carlyle 
Lewis and Madison 
Michelle Parker, both of 
Lawrence; Jeremy Royce 
Clearman, Little Rock; 
Shaneka Blaylock, Amber 
Lynn Collins, Anthony A. 


Jo ohnson, Dominique L. 
, Kendrick D. Moore 


ie Victoria Shulania 
Moore; all of Newton; and 


Jessica Pinson and 


Quadarius Wallace; both of 
Union. 
e NOXUBEE: Jarred 






Puckett and pie 
Williamson, all of Louisville; 
and Janika Moore, Noxap- 
ater. 


¢ ALABAMA: Caylem 
Estelle, Sylacauga. 
¢ GEORGIA: Emmanuel 
Taylor, Blakely; and 
Courtney Buckley, Jones- 
boro. 
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~@ RANKIN: Andrew 
Perkins, Brandon. 

e SCOTT: Shelby | 
Shelley, Conehatta; Kristi L. 
Bell, Teddy Mercedes 
Bloodsaw, Eric Boone, Jes- 
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R. Buckley, Bridget Denise 


Burkes, Brandi L. Cham- 
bers, Justin Earl Collins, 
Thomas Richard Davis, 
Miranda Gail Edwards, 
Zachary Samuel Gibbs, 
Jordan Matthew Gunn, 
Donna Varche' Harper, Ran- 
dall Stafauwn Hudson, Brit- 
tany Jennings, Candise 
Renee Johnson, Adam 
Corey McLemore, Chania 
Lizzette Mickiel, Erica Dar- 
nesia Moore, Audrey C. 
Neal, Janet Jalessa Patrick, 
Keiundria Shunte Patrick, 
Veronica N. Robinson, 


¢ ATTALA: Holly Kaylin 


Dillon, Hattiesburg. 

* JASPER: Eden Bender, 
Bay Springs; and Mark 
Andrew Ishee Jr., Louin. 








James, Matthew Brent Kil- 
ed Fallon Lynn Mattar, 
itney Nance, Mark A. 






Wilson, all of Meridian. 
© LEAKE: one 


Gross, Whitnee McMichael 
and Joshua Paul Quick, all 
of Carthage; and Donnie 
Ray Files, Sylvia J. Graves 
and Chad O'Connell 
Rhinewalt, all of Lena. 

¢ MADISON: Terry L. 
Lightheart, Canton. 

e NESHOBA: Tonya 
Renee Files, Lena; and 
Jessie Critz, John Daniel 
Haggard and Jason C. 
Murray, all of 


and Robert H. Richardson, 
all of Decatur; Chris 
Morgan, Lawrence, 
Antwon L. Chapman and 
Shauntavien Currie, both of 


Newton. 
¢ OKTIBBEHA: Olivia 
Lauren Scott, Starkville. 
4 veins 


and Amanda Warren; all of 
Forest; and Kathy Smith 


Kristi Shaw a: 
Delane Weeks, all of 
Barrier, Noxapater, and 
Attrice M. Cooley, Philade- 


e TEXAS: Yolanda 


Whitney Houston, Pamela 
| Sherr 


4Roshall Johnson, Fort 
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ECCC girls crowned in Region 23 


“I’m just speechless,” 
remarked East Central 
Community College head 
softball coach Scott Hill 
following his team’s 7-1 
victory over Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Community 
College Saturday, May 8 
for the program’s first 
Region 23 championship. 

Hill, after gathering 
his thoughts following the 
historic victory at Trace- 


> Region 


day, double-elimination 
event. 

After the Lady Bull- 
dogs went up 1-0 on a 
home run in the top of the 
third inning, EC grabbed 
the lead for good in the 
bottom of the fourth on 
Hannah Lee’s bases- 
loaded single that scored 
two Lady Diamond War- 
riors for a 2-1 advantage. 
EC led 3-1 after the 
fourth frame. 

East Central tallied 
four more runs in the 
sixth inning, following 
six-straight singles by 
Lady Warrior batters. 
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way Park in Clinton, 
praised his team for the 
historic accomplishment. 
“This is not only a 
team with a lot of tal- 
ent...it’s a team with even 
more character,” said the 
seventh-year head coach 
whose squad finished run- 
ner-up in the MACJC 
State Tournament held 
the previous week.“I am 
very proud of each and 


Lee, a Leake Academy 
product from Philadel- 
phia, also belted a double 
and had two RBIs to lead 
the offense. 

Contributing two sin- 
gles each were Kasie 
Buckley, Summer Alexan- 
der and Brittany 
Cochran. 

Bailey went the dis- 
tance for her third- 
straight win in the region- 
al tournament. 

The semi-final battle 
against Gulf Coast stayed 
scoreless until the fifth 
inning when EC pushed 
one run across home plate 
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every player.” 

Hill’s thoughts quickly 
turned to the NJCAA 
Division II Softball 
Championship, where his 
Lady Diamond Warriors 
will carry a 44-9-1 record 
to the prestigious event, 
scheduled May 20-22 in 
Normal, Ilinois. 

“It means a lot to this 
program and the College 
to be able to go on and 


for a 1-0 lead. 

The Lady Diamond 
Warriors added two runs 
in the sixth. Gulf Coast 
scored its only run in the 
top of the seventh on a 
home run. Lee was credit- 


NESH' 


eight hits. 


continue playing at the 
nationals,” Hill said. “It’s 
just a great accomplish- 
ment for our players.” 

It was a slow start for 
the EC offense in the title 
game against Gulf Coast, 
the same team the Lady 
Diamond Warriors defeat- 
ed 3-1 a day earlier in the 
semi-finals of the three- 
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ed with an RBI. 

Bailey got the win on 
the mound, allowing one 
run on five hits. 

East Central began 
tournament action by ral- 


top-ranked Louisiana 
State University at 

Lady Diamond War- 
riors, ranked 13th prior to 
competition, trailed 3-0 
until the sixth inning 


when four runs crossed 
the plate, and EC and 
held on for the upset win. 

Bailey got the win, 
allowing three runs on 


She also 


SCOT fanned four batters. 
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lying for a 4-3 victory over 





ECCC. Hall of Fame, additional 


Recipients of Hall of Fame 
and other honors were recog- 
nized during the annual 
Awards Day program held 
May 6, 2010, at East Central 
Community College in 

Selection to the Hall of 
est honor a student can 
receive at the College, accord- 
‘ing to Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, 
ed the awards. 

“To be considered for the 
prestigious honor; Dr. Sutphin 
said, “students must demon- 
Strate exemplary character, 
superior scholarship, worthy 

hip and contribute to 
the betterment of East Central 


Hall of Fame inductees for - 


2009-10 inchide Kimberly 
Blackwell and Anna Fulton, 
both of Louisville; Lacey 
Gilmore of Sebastopol, Han- 
nah Lee of Philadelphia, Abby 
McMillan of Newton and Jor- 
dan Gunn of Forest. 
Kimberly Blackwell 
Blackwell, a graduate of 
Nanih Waiya Attendance Cen- 
ter, is the daughter of Steve 
and Pam Blackwell of 
A President's List scholar, 
Blackwell was selected to the 
2010 All-Mississippi Academic 
Team, an annual program hon- 
oring scholarly achievements 
and leadership accomplish- 


ments of students enrolled in. 


the state’s two year colleges. 
She was named to the All-Mis- 
sissippi Academic Second 
Team, which includes 35 com- 
f munity/junior college stu- 
dents. Blackwell was chosen 
¢ to Who's Who Among Stu- 
dents in American Communi- 
f\ ty/Junior Colleges and was 
selected sophomore home- 
§ coming maid. 
Blackwell is also a 2010 
f\ Cola-Cola National Finalist and 
will receive a check for 
$1,000 to continue her educa- 
tion. She is the first recipient 
of the Iris Boggan Medical 
and a recipient of 
the ECCC Board of Trustees 
Scholarship. 


number of ECCC activities.” 
Anna Fulton 
Fulton is a graduate of 
Nanih Waiya Attendance Cen- 
ter and the daughter of Buddy 
A President’s List scholar, 
she was selected to the 2010 
All-Mississippi Academic 
Team, an annual program hon- 
oring scholarly achievements 
and leadership accomplish- 
ments of students enrolled in 
the state’s two year colleges. 
She was among 15 students 
statewide ch on the All 
Mississippi First and will 
receive a $1,000 scholarship 
to continue her education. 
Fulton is a 2010 Coca-Cola 
Gold Scholar and will receive 
a check for $1,500 to contin- 
ue her education, Selection as 
a Coca-Cola Scholar is based 
on scores earned in the All 
USA Academic Team competi- 
tion, sponsored by the Coca- 
Cola Scholars Foundation and 
administered by the Phi Theta 
_— International Honor 


Fulton was also selected to 
Who's Who Among Students 
in American Community/ 
Junior Colleges, sophomore 
homecoming maid, freshman 
class favorite and a beauty in 
the ECCC Beauty Pageant and 
is a member of Phi Theta 
Kappa honor society. 

She is a member of the Cen- 
ee ee 


SARild Oita MUL 

Corps, Baptist Student Union. 
serving as a worship leader 
and singer; Wesley Foundation 
and Astronomy Club. 

One of those nominating 
her wrote,“Anna is a very intel- 
ligent, highly motivated young 
lady who exhibits a tremen- 
the highest moral character, 
very strong leadership skills, 
and she is also a person of 
great integrity. Anna also 
exhibi 





softball teams, a member of 
Student Body Association 
where she serves as Sopho- 
more Class President; Warrior 
Corps, President's Council, 
Sigma Sigma Mu Tau and Fel- 

One of those nominating 
her wrote, “Hannah is an out- 
standing student athlete who 
has maintained excellent 
grades while also being a two- 
sport athlete. She is the ideal 
student: one who excels in the 
classroom and athletics; is 
involved in various campus 
activities; is respected as a 
campus leader, enjoys being a 
student here as demonstrated 
by her positive and pleasing 
attitude; and is a positive influ- 
ence to other students.” 

Additional honors present- 
ed during Awards Day include 
the following: 

Career award recipients 
include Craig Lovell of New- 
ton, cabinetmaking; Jesse 
Savell of Decatur, carpentry; 
Carrie Stokes of Philadelphia, 
cosmetology; Dustin Weeks of 
Lawrence, welding “Taylor 
Cup;” Joshua Taylor of Forest, 
cutting “Taylor Cup;”" and 
Dustin Clark of Lawrence, 
“Career Student of the Year” 
sented to Dustin Davis of 
Philadeiphia and Kurt Tolbert 
of Union, collision repair; 


automotive tm a 


childhood fein) Paula 
Covarrubias of Walnut Grove, 
computer technology; Jesse 
Johnson Vance of Union, elec- 
trical; Joseph Scott Tanner of 
Ethel, electronics; Chris 
Rhodes of Pulaski, heating and 





Parner MO tine 
shop; Thomas White of 
Philadelphia, network sup- 
ah and Hannah Watkins of 
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East Central ‘oeaatie College ae announced ert to a= 2010 
Hall of Fame, the highest honor a student can receive at the College. 
include (seated, from left) Anna Fulton of a ag ‘McMillan of Newton 
and Lacey Gillmore of Sebastopol; and (standi Kimberly Blackwell 

onedbiaes Lee of Phi 


of Louisville, Jordan Gunn of Forest and ladelphia. The hon- 
orees were announced during Awards Day activities held May 6 in Huff Audi- 
torium. Their photos will hang in the Hall of Fame Collection. 











Recipients of healthcare 


Harrison of Little Rock, Casey 
Rowzee of Newton, Jared 
Mullins of Tupelo, Colton Amis 
of Decatur, J'Markus Dubose 
of Union and Cody Walters 
est, ECCC Players; Jordan 
Gunn of Forest, Richard Fisher 
gan of Decatur, Kappa Kappa 
lota; Jeremy Pilgrim of 
Carthage, S. Lebrun Hutchison 
Award; Meredith Jones of 
Louisville, freshman mathe- 
matics award; Aaron Snell of 
Lake, sophomore atics 
award; Casey Shoemaker of 
Decatur, Kim Amerson and 
Kimberly Goodin, both of 
Newton and Emily Malone of 
Carthage, all recipients of the 
Mississippi Business Educa. 
ors Association awards: Anna 


Continred ov nut wg ) 


Wayne Baucum Se 


Education; 

Louisville, Opan McMullan 
Switzer of Meridian, WA. 
Coursey Jr, Engineering: 
Daniel Bankston of Walnut 
Engineering: Wanol 7 

of Philadelphia, Sara Carr 
Deaton Business T; 
Sidney Williams of Philadel- 
phia, Sue Yarbrough Fulgham 
Speech; Kurt Simoneau of 


- Louin, PTK Presidential Gavel 


and Jack B. Mayo Phi Theta 
Kappa; Bill Flowers of New- 
ton, William S$. Giffin Men's 
Intramural; Hailey Moody of 
Preston, Homer F Hunter 
Award for Athletic Managers: 
Emmanuel Taylor of Blakely, 
Ga., Andrew E Webb Football: 
Darius Walker of — ; 
Howard Sessums Men’s Bas- 
ketball; Jennifer Moore of For. 
€st, Thomas W. Thrash Scholar- 
ship; Hannah Lee of Philadel. 
phia, Earline Wood Women’s 
Basketball; and Anna Fulton of 
Louisville, Dr. Edwin Miller 


Stewart Frey of 


Faculty Memorial Awa 
were presented to Stac 
Willis of Union, Aaron R. Da 
Memorial Award: Julie Shepa 
of Carthage, Frank Edwin a) 
Nena Holt Leatherwood, Bi 
Louisville, Jamie Clark Mem 
ial Award for Baseball; 
French of Lake, J. Wallace Be 
well Business; Andrew Gibt 
of Forest, Frank M. Cros 

n Chemistry; Brando 
Boulton of Hickory, Robert ¢ 
Fick Memorial; Chanc 
Sistrunk of Carthage, Shelby | 
Harris Memorial: 
Dumas of Newton, Ruth Hul 
Wo-He-Lo yearbook; Andy 
Gibbs of Forest, J. Andy Miller 
Freshman 


: Engineering; Han- 
nah Watkins of Sebastopol, 
O.L. Newell Drafting: Rhonda 
Lard of Meridian, Charles E. 
Pennington Business Technol. 
ogy; Lindsey Bishop of 
Sebastopol, Leon Eubanks 
Kaliyc-Peers; Kylie McDonald 
of Decatur, L. B. Simmons His. 
tory; and Laura Gunn of For- 
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STATEWIDE 
ART EXHIBIT 
So sce eo, el 


place honors in pr at the Missis- i. 
sissippi Community/Junior College Art 
Exhibition for her piece = ber | 
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Scott County Students Receive 
ECCCN ursing Pins 


These Scott County students were among East Central Communit, College ating 

soa who received pins during the annual Associate Degree eine ee sae as 

May 7 Huff Auitorium on the Decatur campus. A record 56 students completed the program, 

a ih ve their diplomas during the College’s commencement exercises scheduled for 

. : y 15, in the Neshoba County Coliseum in Philadelphia. ADN graduates from Scott 
ounty tiie ude (seated, from left) Brandi Chambers of Forest, Lesley Porter of Morton and 

ae ps of Forest; (standing, from left) Audrey Neal and Keiundria Patrick, both of 
orest and Melissa Rowell of Lake. (EC Photo) 
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Lake’s Gunn tells fellow ECCC 


reiterated. “When working to Cunt 


SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 


PHILADELPHIA — 

Addressing his fellow gradu- 
ates at East Central Community 
College’s 81st Commencement 
held Saturday, May 8, at the 
Neshoba County Coliseum in 
Philadelphia, Jordan Gunn of 
Lake challenged his peers “to 
refrain from  settling....never 
take the easy way out.” 

Gunn, an ECCC Hall of Fame 
member who received a scholar- 
ship to continue his education at 
Mississippi College in Clinton, 
said the most “effortless thing in 
the world is quitting. 

“It seems that when most peo- 
ple begin college they have 
extremely high goals and aspira- 
tions,” said the Lake High 
School product. “But as they 
continue their education, their 
goals dwindle and fade with 
time. Hopelessness, difficulty, 
and fatigue may discourage and 
persuade you to stop pursuing 
your dreams. I’ve heard about 
countless occasions when indi- 
viduals allowed their dreams to 
be substituted by unwanted 
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lifestyles and occupations. | 
encourage you to prevent this 
from happening in your future.” 

To further illustrate his point, 
Gunn quoted poet Henry David 
Thoreau, who wrote: “Success 
usually comes to those who are 
too busy to be looking for it.” 

Jordan said one can deduce 
from the Thoreau’s quote “that 
diligence and perseverance are 
key ingredients in the recipe for 
success.” 

“The paths you choose in life 
are not to be easy; therefore, | 
encourage to never settle,” Gunn 
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achieve your goals, be diligent 
and strive to make accomplish- 
ments above and beyond the 
required minimum.” ; 

Referring to his own college 
education, Gunn said attending 
East Central Community Col- 
lege “was one of the best deci- 
sions that I have ever made.” 

“I just didn’t enroll myself 
into a school that allowed me to 
receive an affordable educa- 
tion,’ Gunn commented, = 
became part of a place that 
allowed me to undergo wonder- 
ful experiences that I will 
remember the rest of my life.” 

Gunn mentioned attending 
worship services and other activ- 
ities at the Baptist Student 
Union, the study groups formed 
the night before physics exams, 
the various sporting events, 
musicals and other campus 
events activities as well as 
“those late-night trips to Sub- 
way” as memorable experiences. 

He also noted his involve- 
ment in various campus organi- 
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zations, including Warrior 
Corps, Phi Theta Kappa and the 
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grads: “Never Settle’ 


new Astronomy Club 

“All of thoes covets OL Ea 
Central are wonderful and wor- 
thy of being remembered,” he 
said. “However, the greatest 
memory | will have as a Warrior 
is of the people.” 

Gunn continued: “The experi- 
ences Gn we Sevens eae 


by the people we 





with. East Central has allowed 


me to become part of a unique 
family; a family that is being 
acknowledged today as the grad- 
uating class of 2010. As a fami- 
ly, we have endeavored to 
achieve academic excellence, 


paths, taken up innumerable g 


responsibilities, submerged our- 
selves in extra-curricular activi- 
ties and befriended people who 
we will never forget. Now, as a 
family having reached the pinna- 
cle of our Warrior experience, 

~ Gunn, prior to his closing 
remarks, recited Mary Steven- 
son’s*Footprinis in the Sand,” a 
poem about trusting in the Lord 
as one walks though life's jour- 
neys. 











He also provided his “pre- 
3 ” for success: 

“There will be times in your 
lives when you experience hard- 
ships, depression and defeat. 
There will be instances where 
you feel like the world is against 
you. No matter what your state 
of mind or situation, God is 


always there for you, and He 


will carry you through the 


storms of life. The only way you 
can truly be successful is to 


allow God to direct you and be 
the center of all your decisions 
Exalt God above all else and 
never settle.” 

In addition to Gunn, other 





Lee of Philadelphia, benedic- 
tion; and vocalist Drew Harrison 


of Little Rock, who performed, 


“You Raise Me Up” by Lovland. 

Diplomas were presented to 
approximately 450 graduates by 
Dr. Lavinia Spar kman, vice 
president for instruction, in the 
absence of ECCC President Dr. 
Phil A. Sutphin. 
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EC Alumni memorial winners 


These students received Alumni 
Memorial awards during the annual 
East Central Community College 
Awards Day ceremonies held May 6 
in Huff Auditorium on the Decatur 
campus. Students and their respec- 
tive awards include (seated, from 
left) Hannah Lee of Philadelphia, 
Arno Vincent Award for Academic 
Excellence in Athletics and Earline 
Wood Women’s Basketball; Abby 
McMillan of Newton, Walter Arno 
Vincent Award for Academic 
Excellence in Athletics; Stewart 
Frey of Louisville, Opal McMullan 
Dickerson Elementary Education; 
Kyle Ethridge of Decatur, Alatha 
Chaney English; and Anna Switzer 
of Meridian, W.A. Coursey Jr. 
Engineering; and (standing, from 
left) Daniel Bankston of Walnut 
Grove, Danny Ray Killens 
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Engineering; Wanoka Thomas of 
Philadelphia, Sara Carr Deaton 
Business Technology; Kurt 
Simoneau of Louin, PTE 
Presidential Gavel and Jack B. 
Mayo Phi Theta Kappa; Jennifer 
Moore of Forest, Thomas W. Thrash 
Scholarship; and Anna Fulton of 
Louisville, Dr. Edwin Miller Medical 
Sciences. Not pictured are Hailey 
Moody of Preston, Billy Wayne 
Baucum Secondary Education and 
Homer F. Hunter Award for Athletic 
Managers; Sidney Williams of 
Philadelphia, Sue Yarbrough 
Fulgham Speech; Bill Flowers of 
Newton, William S. Giffin Men’s 
Intramural; Emmanuel Taylor of 
Blakely, Ga., Andrew F. Webb 
Football; and Darius Walker of 
Hickory, Howard Sessums Men’s 
Basketball. 
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Neshoba students earn ECCC nursing pins — 
These Neshoba County students were among East Central Community College graduating 
during the annual Associate Degree Nursing pinning ceremony held May 7, nl Auton ne Coeur camp: A 








Gaaabaiss tor of aacienite and Laura “Renea” Hardy of Meridian; standing, from left, Angela “Angie” Gray, Erica 
Jenkins, Brandi Kennedy, Morgan Moore, Valerie Nicholson, Elizabeth “Betsy” Powell, Sable Smith, Stacy Svhila Brantley, 
Debbie Vowell and Paige Lashley Warren, all of Philadelphia. (EC Photo) 
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All-Americans 





Recognized as National Junior College Athletic Association (NJCAA) Academic All-Americans are the 
above 2010 graduates of East Central Community College in Decatur. Student-athletes who maintained a 
' 3.8 grade point average or above qualify as Distinguished Academic Americans and include (seated from 
left) Abby McMillan (tennis) of Newton, Hannah Lee (softball, basketball) of Philadelphia, and Elise 
Gibbs (tennis) of Newton, and (standing Brittney Cochran (softball) of Hickory and Jason Hancock (ten- 
nis) of Decatur. Selected as NJCAA Academic All-Americans, student-athletes earning at least a 3.6 grade 
point average, include (standing third from left) Jordan Vance (football) of Decatur and Alanna Fairchild 
(soccer) of Philadelphia. Other student-athletes qualifying as NJCAA Distinguished Academic All- 
Americans, but not pictured, are soccer players Brandy Greer of Carthage, Mamie Shannon of 
Philadelphia, and Jared Mullins of Tupelo. Golfer Griffin Burke of Philadelphia also qualified as an 
NJCAA Academic All-American. Student-athletes must have completed three semesters of college work 
and participated in at least one athletic season to qualify for academic honors. Honorees will be featured 
in an upcoming issue of the NJCAA publication, JUCO Review.” 
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Easom Presents ‘Child’s Story’ at ECCC 
Event...Andie Easom of Sebastopol was among par- 
ticipants in East Central Community College’s 
“Poetry Coffeehouse” held recently in Thrash 
Auditorium on the Decatur campus. The annual 
event is held to showcase the writing talents of stu- 
dents in Carol Shackelford’s Creative Writing Class. 
Easom, a sophomore pre-nursing major, is shown 
during her presentation titled “Tillie’s Day Out,” a 
child’s story. Also presented by class members were 
personal essays, short stories, dramatic monologues, 
free verse and sonnets. (EC Photo) 
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Brown competes in NJCAA 


49 CHS alum. 


places 38th 
out of 130 


East Central Commu- 
nity College golfer Luke 
Brown of Carthage was 
among the top finishers in 
the 2010 NJCAA Division 
II Golf Tournament held 


tourney 
was named to the All- 
Region 23 squad. 

Brown is a graduate of 


May 18-22 at the Palm 
Valley Golf Course in 
Goodyear, Arizona. . 

Brown, who just com- 
pleted his freshman year 
as a member of the War- 
rior golf team, posted 
rounds of 73, 77, 76 and 
76 for,a 302 total, 14-over 
par. He finished tied for 
38th in the 130-man field. 

He qualified for the 


APPEARED IN: 


Carthage High School, 
where he was named to 
All-State and All-District 
teams, 

His parents are Paula 
and Jimmy Brown of 
Carthage. 
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BROWN 


nationals as an individual 
following his successful 
participation in the - 
NJCAA Region 23 Golf 
Championship held on the 
Eagle Ridge Course at 
Hinds Community College 
in Raymond. 

Brown finished tied for 
fifth in the 36-hole event 
by carding rounds of 74 
and 77 for a 151 total and 
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ECCC Hall of Fame inductees 

East Central Community College recently announced inductees to the 2010 Hall of Fame, 
the highest honor a student can receive at the college. They include, seated, from left, 
Anna Fulton of Louisville, Abby McMillan of Newton and Lacey Gillmore of Sebastopol; and 
standing, from left, Kimberly Blackwell of Louisville, Jordan Gunn of Forest and Hannah 
Lee of Philadelphia, The honorees were announced during Awards Day activities held May 
6 in Huff Auditorium. Their photos will hang in the Hall of Fame Collection in the lobby of 
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Prizes given away 


Central Community College Awards Day ceremonies held May 6 in Huff Auditorium on the 
Decatur campus. Students and their respective awards include (seated, from left) Anna 
Alexander of Little Rock, Margaret Mosal Award for Leadership; Ariel Doggett of Carthage, 
_ Myrtle R. Hutchison Elementary Education Award; Courtney Lanier of Decatur, Alyne 
Simmons Recruitment Grant; and Alanna Fairchild of Philadelphia, Roy Pete Award for 
Women’s Soccer; and (standing, from left) Nathan Rowell of Philadelphia, Roy Pete Award 
for Men's Soccer; Chelsea Pugh of Hickory, Secondary Education; and Abbie Joiner of 
Philadelphia, Lucille Wood Scholarship. Not pictured are Casey Shoemaker of Decatur, Kim 
Amerson and Kimberly Goodin, both of Newton and Emily Malone of Carthage, all recipi- 
ents of the Mississippi Business Educators Association awards; and Rachel Ramirez of 


Forest, The Tom-Tom student newspaper award. (EC Photo) 
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Reeves MC holies 


These East Central Community College graduating sophomores received transfer scholar- 
ships to Mississippi College in Clinton, which were presented during the annual Awards Day 
ceremonies held May 6 in Huff Auditorium on the Decatur campus. From left are Drew 
Dowdy of Philadelphia, Candise Johnson of Forest, Griffin Burk of Philadelphia and Jordan 
Gunn of Forest. MC representative Brandi Brown, right made the presentations. Also receiv- 
ing MC scholarships, but not pictured, are Hailey Chisolm and Jordan McMichael, both of 
Philadelphia; Brittney Cochran of Hickory; Jaqiene Robinson of Noxapater, Mamie Shannon 
of Union; and Elise Gibbs of Newton. (EC Photo) _ 
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-ECCC transfers 


tured, but also receiving transfer scholarships to MSU, are aed 
Kennedy and Amy Plaisance, both of Union; Aaron Snell, Lake; Kyle Don- 
ald, Jessica Hamilton and Nathan Calvert, all of Louisville; Corbin Jenkins, 
Kayla Cook, Amelia Burnside and Conner Herrington, all of Carthage; 
repr Galistel, Marion; Brittni pi prate Jason Hancock and Kyle Kil 
“aby Switzer, Merde Dominiaas McK Emi 
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ECCC announces 2010-11 Cheerleaders 


East Central Community College in Decatur 
announced members of the 2010-11 cheer- 


leading squad following tryouts held on the 
Decatur campus. 

Those selected include Ashley Amis, Hailey 
Dunavant, Whitney Myers, Katie Reeves, Richie 
Ferguson, Jesse Holloway and Zach Pigg, all of 
Newton County High School; Ashli Bell and 
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both of Louisville. Erica Bowie of Forest was 
selected an alternate. 
Shelley Thoms serves as cheerleader coach 
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ECCC awards 


ka ; Jennifer Moore pt Forest eee W. "Thrash Séhclarstie and Anna 
: SAot mtn Dr. Miller Medical Sciences, Not en ondtone Hai- 
ev Ataney Preston, Bi Tn es aed rn igre 
F, Hunter Award for Athletic Managers; Sidney Williams of Philadel 
Miri Fulgham Speech; Bill Flowers of Newton, William S. Gif 

ntramural; Emmanuel Taylor of Blakely, Ga., Andrew F. Webb Football; an rate 
Darius Walker of Hickory, Howard Sessums Men Men's Basketball. 
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EC special awards 


These students received “special” 
awards during the annual East 
Central Community College Awards 
Day ceremonies held May 6 in Huff 
Auditorium on the Decatur campus. 
Students and their respective 
awards include (seated, from left) 
Kiswana Burnside of Lake, Ann H. 
Burkes Phi Theta Kappa; Daniel 
Bankston of Walnut Grove, Alford J. 
Deaton Physics; Cody Cotten of 
Decatur, EC Environmental Club; 
Darius Walker of Hickory, ECCC 
Gospel Choir; and Drew Harrison of 
Little Rock and Casey Rowzee of 
Newton, ECCC Players; and (stand- 
ing, from left) Jared Mullins of 
Tupelo, Colton Amis of Decatur, 
J’Markus Dubose of Union and 


i ee. 











Holly Webb of Forest, ECCC Players; 
Celia Boggan of Decatur, Kappa 
Kappa Iota; Jordan Gunn of Forest, 
Richard Fisher Organic Chemistry; 
Jeremy Pilgrim of Carthage, S. 
Lebrun Hutchison Award; and 
Meredith Jones of Louisville, fresh- 
man mathematics award. Not pic- 
tured are Austin Crouther of 
Decatur, citizenship; Antonio Grace 
of Newton, Anthony Coleman Men’s 
Basketball; Cody Strait of Hickory, 
ECCC Concert Choir; Shelton Banks 
of Lena and Ronnie White of Forest, 
who both received ECCC Gospel 
Choir awards; Cody Walters of 
Forest, ECCC Players; and Aaron 
Snell of Lake, sophomore mathemat- 
ics award. 
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EC faculty award 

These students received Faculty 
Memorial awards during the annual 
East Central Community College 
Awards Day ceremonies held May 6 
in Huff Auditorium on the Decatur 
campus. Students and their respec- 
tive awards include (seated, from 
left) Stacey Willis of Union, Aaron R. 
Davis Memorial Award; Julie 
Shepard of Carthage, Frank Edwin 
and Nena Holt Leatherwood, 
Biology Science; Mary Alli French of 
Lake, J. Wallace Bedwell Business; 
Andrew Gibbs of Forest, Frank M. 
Cross Freshman Chemistry and J. 
and Chance Sistrunk of Carthage, 
Shelby L. Harris Memorial; and 
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(standing, from Hannah 


left) 
Watkins of Sebastopol, O.L. Newell 
Drafting; Rhonda Lard of Meridian, 
Charles E. Pennington Business 


Technology; Lindsey Bishop of 
Sebastopol, Leon Eubanks Kaljyc- 
Peers; Kylie McDonald of Decatur, 
L. B. Simmons History; and Laura 
Gunn of Forest, General William 
Patrick Wilson General Academic 
Scholarship. Not pictured are Ernie 
Triplett of Louisville, Jamie Clark 
Memorial Award for Baseball; 
Brandon Boulton of Hickory, Robert 
G. Fick Memorial; and Ashley 
Dumas of Newton, Ruth Hull Wo-He- 
Lo yearbook. 


_. NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 


WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 


CLARION-LEDGER 


~ECCC awards - 








WEEK OF Glue 4, 2010 


These 
See 


Out- 


Degree 
pikiamaniants and Rar nae | of 


rok practical nursing. Not 


ee Ala., cote Bs 


nology ac otete 


APPEARED IN: 


CARTHAGINIAN 

NEWTON COUNTY APPEAL 
SPIRIT OF MORTON 
MERIDIAN STAR 


See 





NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
“ SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL F 3 


CLARION-LEDGER 





WEEK OF Gu 4. 201t) 














—M CU iwi¢c—_ 
APPEARED IN: 
CARTHAGINIAN NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
NEWTON COUNTY APPEAL _ SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 
SPIRIT OF MORTON WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 
MERIDIAN STAR CLARION-LEDGER 





ran 





APPEARED IN: 
CARTHAGINIAN | 


Hailey, Jessica Marie 
Hamilton, Kelsey Hope 
Hill, Angel Lee Hunt, 
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Robinson, Vana Jean 
Rush, Drew Thomas 
Smith, Brigette Nicole 
Sullivan, Mary Frank Sulli- 
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ECCC Cheerleader Award Wi ae 
Recipients of cheerleader awards at East Central Community College include 
(from left) Anna Williams of Newton County Academy and Will Emmons of 
Lake, captain awards; and Monica Vincent of Newton County High School 


and Abby McMillan of } re wtor County Academy, academic awards. Emmons 








also received the W 
ECCC photo 
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Lake High School graduate Jacoquyn Rasco [= 
(right) was among area students who | 
held at East Central Community College in 
Decatur. Rasco is shown receiving informa- 


aid from Monica , assistant to the 
director of financial aid. During orienta- 
tion, students receive their approved class 
schedules for the fall semester, reserve or 
check on the status of their dormitory 
rooms and have photos made for identifi- | 
cation cards and the College yearbook. | 
uled Saturday, June 26; Thursday, July 15; 
and Friday, August 13. Fall classes begin 
Thursday, August 19, 


EC PHOTO 


| Ashlee Lee (center) and her brother 

_ Austin Lee (right), both of Forest, were 
tation activities held Friday, June 4 at East 

_ Central Community College in Decatur, 
The siblings are shown receiving assis- 
tance from Marcie Pinson, director of 
housing/student activities, a Forest native, 

| Ashlee is a 2010 graduate of Scott Central 

a High School and Austin is a 2007 graduate 

of Forest High School. During orientation, 

students receive their approved class 
schedules for the fall term, reserve or 
check on the status of their dormitory 

_ fooms and have photos made for identifi- 
cation cards and the College yearbook. 


EC PHOTO 
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Attends orientation at ECCC 


Neshoba Central High School graduate Brittany Boatner, 
right, was among area students who attended orientation 
activities held June 4 at East Central Community College 
in Decatur. The incoming freshman is shown planning her 
fall semester class schedule with English instructor Ann 
Durham who also serves as an adviser. During orienta- 
tion, students receive their approved class schedules for 
the fall term, reserve or check on the status of their dormi- 
tory rooms and have photos made for identification cards 
and the College yearbook. Additional orientation sessions 
will be held Saturday, June 26; Thursday, July 15; and 
Friday, August 13. Fall classes begin Thursday, August 
19. For more information, contact ECCC Student 
Services, 601-635-2111 or call toll free, 877-462-3222 


ext. 205. 
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Students select 





Jordan Gunn (left), 
Melissa Ellis (center) and 
Tyler Hansford have been 
chosen to participate in 
the Mississippi Rural 
Physicians Scholarship 
undergraduate Program 

Jordan Gunn, 2008 
valedictorian of Lake 
High, is a graduate of East 
Central Community 
College where he was 
named to the Hall of Fame, 
was president of the 
Concert Choir and of the 
Residence Hall Advisors, 
ECCC Sophomore 
Favorite, named HEAD- 
WAE student of the year 
and was the recipient of 
the Richard Fisher 


CARTHA( Organic Chemistry Award. 
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Jordan will be a junior at 
Mississippi College this 
fall. He is the son of David 
and Elizabeth Gunn of 
Forest. 

A Mississippi State 
junior, Melissa Ellis 
received the Phi Theta 
Kappa scholarship and 
was named Who's Who 
Among American Junior 
College Students. She is 
the daughter of Barry and 
Mary Ellis of Walnut 
Grove. 

An honors graduate 
of ECCC, Tyler Hansford is 
a senior Lucille Thomas 
Memorial Scholar at 
Mississippi State 
University. In 2007 Tyler 
received the Community 


WI 


-Suzanne 


WEEK OF Llune Dt 2010 





Service Award from the 


Union Chamber _ of 
Commerce. Voted “Most 
Likely to Succeed” at 
Union high school, he is 
the son of Steve and 
Hansford of 
Union. Once his medical 
training is completed, 
Tyler plans to return to 
Union to practice family 
medicine. 

MRPSP is an innova- 
tive physician pipeline 
program that identifies 
rural college sophomores 
who aspire to return to 
their roots to practice pri- 
mary care medicine. 
Created by the Legislature 
in 2007, the program is 


_Structured to groom them 


into competitive medical 
students. Each year fifteen 
undergraduates are 
selected to receive rural 
physician mentoring, aca- 
demic enrichment on rural 
health topics, free MCAT 
preparation valued at 
$2,000 and consideration 
for Direct Admissions to 
medical school where they 
may receive a $30,000 per 





AT 
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Students of the Licensed | 
Practical Nursing Program at | 


East Central Community Col- 
lege in. Decatur recently 
placed third in the Student 


Poster Contest at the Missis- (4 


sippi Licensed Practical Nurs- 


ing Association Convention in | 


April held at the Silver Star 


Resort & Casino in Choctaw. | 


Students Jonee Brantley of 


Philadelphia (left) and 


Roshanda Butler of Lake 


for the ECCC Practical Nursing 
EC PHOTO 


East Central Community Col- Le 


lege graduating so 


Lacey Gilmore (left) of 


received a trans- 


fer scholarship to the Univer- — 


presented during the annual 
Awards Day ceremonies held 
May 6 in Huff Auditorium on 
the Decatur campus. Also pic- 


tured is Ole Miss representa- | ~ - 


tive Dana Ros. 


EC PHOTO 
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SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 


Students named to the 
2010 spring semester 
honor roll, which includes 
those selected to the Pres- 
ident’s List, Dean’s List 
and Honorable Mention 
List, have been announced 
at East Central Communi- 
ty College in Decatur, 
according to Donna Luke, 
Director of Admissions, 
Records and Research. 
President's list 

Those named to the 
President’s List, students 
with a 4.0 grade point 
average, include the fol- 
lowing: 

CONEHATTA: 
Meaghan Marie Mayes; 

FOREST: Tasha Chris- 
tine Black, Bridget Denise 
Burkes, Mindy Ann Carr, 
Jeri Lynn Crosby, Michael 
Ann Durham, Andrew 
Michael Lee Gibbs, Jor- 
dan Matthew Gunn, 
Laura Elizabeth Gunn, 
Serena Jo Jackson, Edna 
Ruth McDonald, Jennifer 
Elizabeth Moore, 
Stephanie Inez Reed, Jef- 
frey Farrel Rudisill and 
Joshua Ryan Taylor; 





LAKE: Jason Hardy 
Hawthorne and Joyce 
Gray Odom; 

LAWRENCE: Timothy 
Martin Seibel and Dustin 
Clark Weeks; 

LENA: Brandy Nicole 
Greer; 

MORTON: Stella 
Jenkins, Pierre Kevin 
Miranda and Vicki Lee 
Sawyer; 

PULASKI: 
Dianne Graham; 

WALNUT GROVE: 
Daniel Eric Bankston, 
Shaina Nicole Breedlove, 
Melissa Kuhn Ellis, Ash- 
ley Nicole McDill and 
James Zachary Wright: 


Candace 


and 
Dean’s list 

The  Dean’s List 
includes the following stu- 


dents who achieved a 3.5 
to 3.9 grade point average: 

CONEHATTA: 
Reaghan Nicole Mayes 
and Brandi _ Nicole 
McDill; 

FOREST: Tracy Lynn 
Alexander, Kristi Lynn 
Bell, Megan Elizabeth 
Boswell, Christi Capitola 
Breedlove, Dustin Marcus 
Cushman, Miranda Gail 


Cont nue on Net ae te (\) 
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Edwards, Marley Elyse | 


Hanna, Candise Renee 
Johnson, Melody S. Jones, 
Valerie Susanne Sanders, 
Jennifer Theresa Shannon, 
Rachel Dewana Smith, 
Lori Leann Thompson, 
Krista Alicia Thrash and 


Ann Audrianna Walker; 


LAKE: Betty Diane 
Ashley, William 
Quinton Davis, Brittany 
Leeann Edwards, Tonya 
Craig Evans, Mary Alli 
French, Karley Joanna 
Mitchell, Debra Michele 
Parker and Mandy Gail 
Yarbrough; 

LAWRENCE: 
Abril Evans, Jennifer 
Marie Felton, Colby 
Eugene Harvey and Angie 
Margaret Williamson; 

LENA: Nicole Lashay 
Gilbert and Kimberly 
Marie Patterson: 

MORTON: Ysabel Ava- 
los, Benjamin Bryce Har- 
rell and Patricia Sade Har- 
vey; 

PULASKI: Stacy Alane 
Henderson, Myrna Susan 
Parkman and Jadonne 
Lechelle Wicker; 

WALNUT GROVE: 
Jackie Ann Hogue; and 


Miata 
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CCC Announces Spring Seu 


The following students 
were named to the Honor- 
able Mention List and 
earned a 3. 0 to 3.4 grade 
point av 

CONEHATTA: Jamie 
Vale Anderson, Kristina 
Marlene Bell, Lindsey 
Clair Bishop, Jessica 
Michelle Coleman, Sandra 
Denise Lampkin, Angie 
Renee Massey, Shelby 
Dwight Shelley, Audriann 


Thomas and Gina 
Rachelle Watkins; 
FOREST: Edgar 


Agustin Alvarez, Andrea 
Leigh Anderson, Donna 
Rochelle Banks, Jessica 
Monique Brown, Cody 
Ray Buckley, Carmen M. 
Coleman, Justin E. 
Collins, Aleshia Renee 
Crimm, Kristen Elisa 
Everett, Zachary Samuel 
Gibbs, Joel Lee Hardy, 
Gabrie! Isaac Harmon, 
Cody Ross Harrell, Dar- 
lene Robin Hughes, 
Shaquinta Shantell Ickom, 
Brittany Denise Jennings, 
Sean Gregory John- 
son, Teresa Yvette Lofton, 
Adam Corey McLemore, 
Erica’ Darnesia Moore, 
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ECCC Students Receiving National SkillsUSA Honors ... 
Representing East Central Community College in 
Decatur at the National SkillsUSA Championship were 
the above students who received various honors in their 
respective areas of competition. From left are Eddie 
Fondren of Union, who placed 19th in Technical 
Drafting; Richard Adams, 21st, Commercial Baking and 
Lindsey Bozeman, fifth, CNC Turning, both of 
Philadelphia; and Hannah Watkins of Sebastopol, eighth, 
Architectural Drafting. Instructors are Polly Mayes and 
Ricky Harrison (technical and architectural drafting), 
Danny Gressett (machine shop) and Alexei Huguley (culi- 
nary arts). The national contest was held June 21-25 in 
Kansas City, Missouri. The ECCC students qualified for 
the prestigious event by winning first-place honors at the 
state level. Students in all 50 states, U.S. Virgin Islands, 
Guam and Puerto Rico participate in the National 


SkillsUSA Championship. 
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| ECCC PHOTO 
_ These East Central Community College graduating sophomores received transfer scholarships 
_ to Mississippi College in Clinton, which were presented during the annual Awards Day cere- 
_monies held May 6 in Huff Auditorium on the Decatur campus. Pictured are (from left) Drew 

Dowdy of Philadelphia, Candise Johnson of Forest, Griffin Burk of Philadelphia and Jordan 
Gunn of Forest. MC representative Brandi Brown (right) made the presentations. Also receiv- 
| Ing MC scholarships, but not pictured, are Hailey Chisolm and Jordan McMichael, both of 
| Philadelphia; Brittney Cochran of Hickory; Jaglene Robinson of Noxapater, Mamie Shannon 


| of Union; and Elise Gibbs of Newton. 
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Tyler Coker  atlove vere of Union aud Newton 
County High School graduate Whitney Myers 
(right) were among students participating in orienta- | 
tion activities held Saturday, June 26 at East Central | 
Community College in Decatur. Coker received 
assistance in planning his 2010 fall class schedule 
from Bill Wilson, heating and air conditioning instructor. Myers is shown receiving assistance in planning 
her 2010 fall class schedule from Marc McCool, social science instructor. During orientation, students 
receive their approved class schedules, reserve or check the status of their dormitory rooms, and have 
photographs made for identifications cards and the College yearbook. Additional orientation sessions will 





be held Thursday, July 15 and Friday, Aug. 13. For more information, contact ECCC Student Services, 
601-635-2111 or call toll free, 877-462-3222, ext. 205. (EC Photo) 
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ECCC PHOTO 
Haley Hall (right) of Forest was among students participating in orientation activities held Sat- 
urday, June 26 at East Central Community College in Decatur. Hall is shown receiving assis- 
tance in planning her 2010 fall class schedule from Peggy Clayton, chemistry instructor. Dur- 
ing orientation, students receive their approved class schedules for the fall term, reserve or 
check the status of their dormitory rooms, and have photographs made for the College year- 
book. Additional orientation sessions will be held Thursday, July 15 and Friday, Aug. 13. Fall 
classes begin Thursday, Aug. 19. 


These students received technical 
awards during the annual East. Central 
Community College Awards Day cere- 
monies. Students and their respective 
awards include (seated, from left) Tun- 
| isha Ellis of Hickory, early childhood 
education; Paula Covarrubias of Wal- 
| nut Grove, computer technology; and 
| Jesse Johnson Vance of Union, electri- 
| cal; and (standing, from left) Ramon 
Agurrie of Choctaw, hotel and restau- 
‘| rant management; Tim Patterson of 
“| McCool, machine shop; and Hannah 
:| Watkins of Sebastopol, Technical Stu- 
~~] dent of the Year. Not pictured are Chris 
©) Rhodes of Pulaski, heating and air con- 








; ditioning. 

. ECCC PHOTO 
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Récaives Skills USA Laaciiei | a EG photo 


These East Central Community College career-technical students received various awards at the Mississippi SkillsUSA 
Championship held at Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College in Perkinston. Winning first-place honors in their 
respective categories and qualifying for national competition are, seated from left), Hannah Watkins (architectural draft- 
ing) and Eddie Fondren (technical drafting), both of Union; Richard Adams (commercial baking), Philadelphia; Kristie 
Robinson (promotional bulletin board), Forest; and Crystal Tucker (promotional bulletin board), Meridian. Placing sec- 
ond in their respective categories were second row, Cody Buckley (residential wiring), Forest; Shelby Shelley (CNC 
Milling Technology), Sebastopol; Lindsay Bozeman (CNC Turning Technology), Philadelphia; Tim Patterson (precision 
machine technology), McCool; Cody Mason (cabinetmaking), Union; and Angela Melton (prepared speech), Hickory. 
Third-place winners included, back row, Josh Taylor (welding), Forest; Trent Hill (collision repair technology), Philadel- 
phia; Shonda Johnson (job interview), Newton; and Opening and Closing team members Danielle Shoemaker, Decatur; 
Amy Johnson and Carrie Stokes, both of Philadelphia; Megan Carlisle, Gilbertown, Ala.; Maree Kidd, Newton; Raquel 
Simmons, Philadelphia; and Chelsey Boatner, Louisville. Not pictured is Austin Mather of Decatur, a third-place winner 
in automotive service technology. The National SkillsUSA Leadership Conference will be held June 21-25, 2010, in 
Kansas City, Missouri. 
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ECCC Students Receiving National SkillsUSA Vionon 
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Representing East Central Community College in Decatur at the National SkillsUSA Champion- 
ship were the above students who received various honors in their respective areas of compe- 
tition. From left are Eddie Fondren of Union, who placed 19" in Technical Drafting; Richard 
Adams, 21", Commercial Baking and Lindsey Bozeman, fifth, CNC Turning, both of Philadel- 
phia; and Hannah Watkins of Sebastopol. eighth, Architectural Drafting. Instructors are Polly 
Mayes and Ricky Harrison (technical and architectural drafting), Danny Gressett (machine 
shop) and Alexei Huguley (culinary arts). The national contest was held June 21-25 in Kansas 
City, Missouri. The ECCC students qualified for the prestigious event by winning first-place 
honors at the state level. Students in al! 50 states, U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam and Puerto Rico 
participate in the National SkillsUSA Championship. (Submitted photo) 
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from Neal Holliman, ECCC 
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orientation, students receive [ 
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Thursday, July 15 and Friday, | 
Aug. 13, Fall classes begin | ee 
Thursday, Aug. 19. 
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ECCC PHOTO 


“STUDENTS ATTEND | 
ECCC ORIENTATION © 


Above: Stevie Pace (left) of Lake was among students partici- 
pating in orientation activities held Saturday, June 26 at East 
Central Community College in Decatur. Pace is shown receiv- 
ing assistance in planning her 2010 fall class schedule from 
Lisa Gorgas, associate degree nursing instructor. Below: 
Shatarra Ickom (right) of Lake was among students participat- 
ing in orientation activities held Saturday, June 26 at East 
Central Community College in Decatur. Ickom is shown receiv- 
ing assistance in planning her 2010 fall class schedule from | 
Katrina Bryant, director/instructor of the College’s EMT-Para- _ 
medic Technology Program. During orientation, students 
receive their approved class schedules for the fall term, 
reserve or check the status of their dormitory rooms, and 
have photographs made for identification cards and the Col- 
lege yearbook. An additional orientation session will be held 
Friday, Aug. 13. Fall classes begin Thursday, Aug. 19. For more 
information, contact ECCC Student Services, 601-635-2111 or 
call toll free, 877-462-3222, ext. 205. 
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SEBASTOPOL PAIR 
ATTENDS ECCC ORIENTATION 


Jacy Peoples (center) Kelsey Dennis (right), both of Sebastopol, were among students partic- 
ipating in orientation activities held Saturday, June 26 at East Central Community College in 
Decatur. They are shown receiving assistance in planning their 2010 fall class schedules from 
Patti Davis, biology instructor. During orientation, students. receive their approved class 
schedules for the fall term, reserve or check the status of their dormitory rooms, and have 
photographs made for identification cards and the College yearbook. An additional orienta- 
tion session will be held Friday, Aug. 13. Fall classes begin Thursday, Aug. 19. For more infor- 
| mation, contact ECCC Student Services, 601-635-2111 or call toll free, 877-462-3222, ext. 205. 
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Collegians hedvlae for fair 


The Collegians, East Central Community 
College’s rock-n-roll band, will present their 27th 
annual Neshoba County Fair performance at 1 
p-m. on Monday, July 26, at Founders’ Square 
Pavilion. Also participating in the day’s activities 
will be the ECCC Cheerleaders and the 
Centralettes, the danceline for the Warrior Wall 
0’ Sound Marching Band. The Collegians will 
also perform at 6:30 p.m. at the Grandstand prior 
to the Miss Neshoba County pageant. Collegian 
members and their respective high schools 
include (front row, from left) Jordan Vance, 
Trinity Episcopal in Natchez; Brandon Hughes, 
Newton County; Courtney Gammill, Lake; Jessie 
Harrison, Tiffany Spence and Monica Vincent, all 
of Newton County; Nathan Spears, Neshoba 
VAN nwo 
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Central; and Drew Harrison, Newton County; 
(second row, from left) Mikhail Serio, Carthage; 


Dustin Gibbs, Lake; Robbie Faulk, Winston 
Academy; and Colby Horton, Neshoba Central; 
(top row, from left) Leslie Graham, Forest; 
Graylon Foster, Philadelphia; Ruby McCurdy, 
Carthage; Christina Gibbs, Lake; Bobby 
Branning, West Lauderdale; Lacey Gilmore, 
Newton County; Brandon Gibbs, Lake; D.J. 
Harris, Sumrall; Tyler Woods and Clay Winstead, 
both of Neshoba Central; Austin Jay, Union; and 
Robert Hisaw, Nanih Waiya. Not pictured is tech- 
nician Cody Walters of Forest. ECCC Director of 
Bands Thomas W. Carson serves as director and 
also plays guitar. 
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voy Smee tS 0, on 
the Decatur campus, were 
recently announced by _ Dr. 


director for foundation iad 
alumni relations. 

Brigadier General Amelia 
Ellen Kennedy (Class of 1970) 
of Louisville is the College’s 
Alumna of the Year and William 
Dunigan “Bill” Bailey (Class of 
1946) of Decatur is being hon- 
ored as Alumnus of the Year. . 





Howard Carlton MeMillin 
(Class of 1950) of Carthage. 

Also being honored is the 
late Choctaw Chief Phillip Mar- 
tin, recipient of a Lifetime 
Achievement Award. Chief 
Martin attended ECCC in 1957- 
58. 

Réunion groups receiving 
special recognition include the 
Class. of 1940, Class of 1950, 
Class of 1960, Class of 1970, 
Classes of 1979,1980 and 1981, 
and all Warrior Corps members. 


_ The Classes of 1957, 1958 and 





WEEK orm 


1959 will also have their annual 
weekend and will include the 
Class of 1960 for the group's 
dinner meeting scheduled Fri-’ 
day, Oct. 1. 

Recognition of award win- 
ners will be made at the Alumni 
Association Luncheon begin- 
ning at noon in Mabry Memori- 
al Cafeteria. | 
For more information, con- 
tact Dr. Stacey Hollingsworth, 
601-635-2111 or call toll free, 
877-462-3222, ext. 327. The e- 
mail address is 
sholling @eccc.edu. 
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ECCC continues to 


offer educational 


bargain for students 


‘ Special to The Star 


Located in the heart of east cen- 
tral Mississippi, East Central 
Community College in Decatur offers 
a quality education at an affordable 
price for students of all ages. 

Enrollment continues to climb at 
the two-year institution and reached 
an all-time high of 2,841 students, pot 
the 2009 fall semester. 

EC prides itself on providing an 
affordable education to help stu- 
dents achieve their goals in whatev- 
er field they choose. 

For the 2010-11 school year, East 
Central continues its mission of 
“serving students” by offering the 
lowest tuition and fees possible, 
especially when compared to the 
state’s four-year colleges and uni- 
versities and most community and 
junior colleges. 

Tuition is now $895 per semester 
for full-time students and $90 per 
semester hour for part-time students. 
Cost to live in all residence halls except 
Barber Hall is now $675 per semester. 
The fee for Barber Hall is set at $775 
per semester. The Board fee for a five- 
day meal plan remains at $765 per 
semester and the seven-day plan is 
$920. Other fees may also apply in var- 
ious areas. 

Numerous scholarships and finan- 
cial aid opportunities are available 
for students of all ages. To receive 
more information, conta** srenda 


4F 





“According to recent data from 
Mississippi's Institutions of Higher 
Learning, East Central students per- 
form academically as well or better 
than students who begin their edu- 
cation at the four-year institutions,” 
said ECCC President Dr. Phil A. 
Sutphin. “We credit that success to 
our outstanding faculty and staff who 
work very hard to prepare students 
for the next level of higher education 
or the workforce.” 

Not only do EC students find aca- 
demic success on the university 
level, many are recipients of presti- 
gious scholarships to continue their 
education. 

Recipients of university transfer 
scholarships and other honors are 
recognized each year during Awards 
Day. Among those honored at the 
2010 program were Jordan Gunn of 
Forest and Melissa Estes of Walnut 
Grove, who were selected to partici- 
pate in the Mississippi Rural 
Physicians Scholarship 
Undergraduate Program (MRPSP) 
along with former ECCC student 
Tyler Hansford of Union. MRPSP is 
an innovative, longitudinal physician 
pipeline program that identifies rural 
college sophomores who aspire to 
return to their roots to practice pri- 
mary care medicine. Only 15 under- 
graduates are selected each year for 
the prestigious award which pro- 


ie ides $30,000 per year in scholar- 
ViAseP4une . to attend medical school. 
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Carson, director of financial aid, 
601-635-6378. 


ACADEMICS 


In the area of academics, EC 
offers coursework for more than 160 
programs of study, and those course 
credits are guaranteed to transfer to 
the state’s four-year colleges and 
universities as a result of an articula- 
tion agreement with the four-year 
institutions. 

And what is the success rate of 
East Central Community College 
students continuing their education 
on the university level? 


Students line 
up to attend the 
first of four 
orientation 
sessions held 
earlier this 
summer at 
East Central 
Community 
College in 
Decatur. 
Officials expect 
enrollment to 
surpass a 
record 3,000 
students when 
fall classes 
begin Thursday, 
August 19. 


ECCC 
Photo 


For more information on the 


College's academic courses, contact 
Dr. Lavinia Sparkman, vice president 
for instruction, 601-635-6202. 


ONLINE COURSES 


The College offers a variety of 
online courses through the 
Mississippi Virtual Community 
College. Students register through 
ECCC for classes available over the 


- Internet. A complete list of courses 


can be found at www.msvcc.org. 

For more information contact Dr. 
Chris Jenkins, dean of distance learn- 
ing, 601-635-6322. 





Participates in EC orientation 


Top photo, John Clifton Pope, right, of Philadelphia was 
among students who attended orientation activities held 
recently at East Central Community College in Decatur, in 
preparation for the fall semester. Pope is shown receiving 
assistance in planning his class schedule from Leann 
7 ; Shirley, surgical technology program director/instructor, 
APPEARED IN: Bottom photo, Raimyll Griffin, right, of Philadelphia receives 
) ; assistance in planning her class schedule from Haywood 
CARTHAGINIAN ___ Reeves, mathematics instructor. Students who plan to enroll 
NEWTON COUNTY Al 2t ECCC this fall who have not registered for classes are 
encouraged to attend orientation scheduled Friday, Aug. 13. 
SPIRIT OF MORTON Fall classes begin Thursday, Aug. 19. For more information, 
contact ECCC Student Services, 601-635-2111 or call toll 

MERIDIAN STAR ____ free, 877-462-3222, ext. 205. (EC Photos) 
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At ECCC orientation 
Carmen Blaylock, left, was among nontraditional students 
who attended orientation activities held Thursday, July 1 15, at 
East Central Community College in Decatur, in preparation 
for the fall semester. Blaylock is shown receiving assistance 
in planning her class schedule from Martie Vaughn, associ- 
ate degree nursing program instructor. Students planning to 
enroll at ECCC this fall who have es 
are encouraged to attend orientation scheduled Friday riday, Aug. s . 
| | sday, Aug. 19. For more informa-" 
nt Services, 601-635-2111 or call 
toll free, 877-46 $222, ext, 205, (EC Photo) 
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0 ne Sei dioniteon activities in a etartiol: for the fall cere | Bur- 


on is to familiarize the 72 class members with various aspects of 
in, dean of healthcare education, is shown addressing the group 
tion Sessions. Fall semester classes begin Thursday, Aug. 19. For 
more information on ECCC’s health-related programs, contact Dr. Mann, 601-635-2111 or 
call toll free, 877-462-3222, ext. 294. The e-mail address is bmann @eccc. edu. (EC Photo) 
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Winston County students (seated from left) Ashley Arthur. of Winston 
Academy and Matthew Dempsey, a product of Louisville High School, are 
among recipients of the Mississippi Association of Supervisors Scholarships 
for 2010, presented to incoming freshmen at East Central Community Col- 
‘lege in ‘Decatur. Also receiving a scholarship but not pictured is Bailey Hart- 

. s | luct. The tion was made at the ott 

MAC ai district ‘supervisors i Claticind pnt left) Jerry y Estes, Winston Acad- 
-emy; Kevin Cumberland and Keith Lillis, both of N Neshoba County; and 
Jimmy Johnson, Newton County. ECCC serves Leake, Neshoba, Newton, — 

Scott and Winston counties. (EC Photo) | 
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Orientation activities were held recently for new practical nursing students in preparation for fall classes at East Central 
Community College in Decatur. Part of the day's activities included an “introduction” to SIM Man by Melanie Pinter, practical 
nursing instructor. SIM Man is a high fidelity mannequin that is used as a teaching tool for fundamental skills as well as advanced 
skills. “He can breathe, talk, cough, etc., and can basically do anything a human can do except walk,” said Pinter. Students take 
care of SIM Man as if he were a real patient." Students also received information from various College areas including Student 
Services, Technology Management and Financial Aid. Nursing school philosophy, policies and ethics were also presented to the 
30 students who will begin classes for the 12-month program on Thursday. 
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‘Be all that you 


Special to The Star 


Tiffany Rushing was in the 
1ith grade when she dropped 
out of high school in 1999. 

Rushing knew leaving 
school was a mistake, but she 
kept putting off the decision 
to return to the classroom - 
until she recently enrolled in 
GED (General Educational 
Development) classes offered 
by East Central Community 
College. 

Rushing, now 29, was 
among 70 students who 
recently received their 
high school equivalency 
diplomas from ECCC Pres- 
ident Dr. Phil A. Sutphin at 
the 2010 GED Graduation 
held on the Decatur 
campus. 

Not only was the Union 
resident one of the proud 
graduates, she was also one of 
three students who provided 
testimonials, 

During her remarks, 
Rushing recalled her strug- 
gles after becoming a high 
school dropout. 

“Just like many of you, I 
felt so incomplete,” Rushing 
stated before a packed audi- 
ence in Huff Auditorium, “T 
wanted more for my educa- 
tion but time after time I stuck 
it (returning to school) on the 
back burner.” 

Rushing said one night 
while she slept, “it all came to 
me like a shooting star.” 

“I knew I could do better 
for myself... so I got busy and 
made the first step that put 
me back on the path that God 
had for me,” she explained. “I 
enrolled in the GED program 
here at EC,” 

Rushing said she soon 
realized she could achieve her 
goal, thanks to the support 
and encouragement from her 
instructors and family. 

“Mrs. (Mary) Burt, Mr. 
(Bryan) Burt and Mr. (Ed) 
McGowan had so much confi- 
dence in me that I knew] 
could do all things through 
Christ who strengthened 
me,” she said. “Thanks also 
to my wonderful husband 
and children for their help 
and inspiration.” 

Rushing, who plans to con- 
tinue her education in the 
near future, challenged others 
who do not have a high school 





Submitted photo 


GED graduates, from left, Tiffany Rushing of Union, Jean Brown of Collinsville and 
Angela Cage of Conehatta provided testimonials at the annual commencement held 
recently at East Central Community College in Decatur. 


education to take the next 
step. 

“As I speak to you 
(tonight), let’s focus on the 
following thought: “Be all that 
you can you be — by going 
back to school and getting 
your GED!” 

Jean Brown, a resident of 
the House community in 
Neshoba County, also pro- 
vided a testimonial. 

Brown, who dropped out 
of school while an eighth 
grader in 1982, has three 
grown children and four 
grandchildren. She said 
watching her children 
receive their high school 
diplomas provided the inspi- 
ration she needed to return 
to the classroom. 

“T remember watching 
with pride as each one 
received a diploma,” she 
remarked. “I thought to 
myself, ‘someday | will do 
that.’ But the older I got, the 
more I thought, ‘No way, I'm 
too old... And how can it help 
me any way?’ Then I realized 
that the only one standing in 
my Way — was me!” 

Brown began taking GED 
classes provided by ECCC at 
the Philadelphia/Neshoba 


arts technology. 


WANT TO KNOW MORE? 


For more information on the 
College's ABE/GED Program, 
contact Ryan Clarke, director 


of adult basic education, (601) 


635-2111 or call toll free, 
(877)462-3222, ext. 387. 


County Career-Technical 
Center and soon her “dream” 
was realized. 

“Now I stand here at age 
42 asa GED graduate!” she 
exclaimed. “Thanks to my 
teachers, Mrs. (Susan) Hisaw 
and Mrs. June) Fulton, my 
dreams are coming true. | will 
start classes at ECCC in 
August with hopes of pur- 
suing a degree i in culinary 


Brown, Sts also 
expressed appreciation to 
family members for their 
support, encouraged 
others in need of a GED to 
enroll in classes “and have 
your dreams come true, 
too.” 

Angela Cage, 41, of Cone- 
hatta, was the third speaker 
and recalled how she dropped 
out of school as a 16-year-old 


eighth grader and soon began 
a family while living in Lake 

City, Fla. 

“I became a mother at age 

18, and over the next few 
years had three more chil- 
dren,” Cage said. “! realized at 
that point going back to 
school was not going to be 
possible, School was the last 
thing on my mind — my family 
was first.” 

But Cage changed her atti- 
tude about getting an educa- 
tion when she moved to 
Newton County in February. 

“When asked about going 
back to school, I then realized 
how much I wanted and 
needed my education,” she 
recalled. “So I decided at age 
41 to get my GED. And now 
two months after my middle 
son's graduation from high 
school, I can stand here 
before you as a 2010 GED 
graduate!” 

During her remarks, Cage 
also expressed appreciation to 
Frances Edwards and Marion 
Thornton “who have always 
believed in me and told me 
that I can accomplish my 
goals,” she said. She also 
thanked ECCC and the GED 
instructors “for all their help 





to make our goals and dre 
are 

Cage, who plans to ma 
in computer programmin 
ECCC, concluded her 
remarks by encouraging 
others to pursue their eds 
tional goals: 

“Nobody, no matter he 
old or how bad their lives 
should give up on their he 
and most of all their drear 
eg you can do it; just 


Also receiving GED 
diplomas were Rodtrellin: 
Amos, Flossie Hayes, Lyd 
Henderson, Tatyana Lewi 
and Jamarius Moore, all 
Forest; Brittany Arringto: 
Vossburg; Dorothy Barfie 
and Shalonda Singleton, § 
of Decatur; Kimberly Bats 
and Candice Wicker, both 
Pulaski; Kaylace Beatty, A 
Griffin, James Lee, Cody 
Lindsay, Stephanie Moore 
Tracy Moore, Dana Neiss 
and Jamarius Spann, all ai 
Morton; Zachary Bishom 
Tyricqwon Burks, Nikis 
Lawson and Krist istopher Wi 
drop, all of Carthage: Jeaz 
Brown, Collinsville Sher 
Bufkin, Sr., Freddie 
Dertinger, Danielle Dorm 
Courtney Ellingburg, Clz 
Gladney, Kevin Greer, jan 
Griffin, Norman Griffith, 
Cadraious Houston, 
Samantha Ladd, Amber 
Maxwell, Nathaniel McBir 
Melissa Melancon, Ketwa 
Miller, Ryan Quintana, Ty 
Reese, Samantha Richard 
Jonathan Robinson, Shek 
Smiley, Wendy Tubby, Re 
nald Tucker and Jessica 
Ward, all of Philadelphiz 
Angela Cage, Conehatta: 
James, Robert Munn, Tif 
Rushing and Joshua Wi 
erson, all of Union: Lise 
Chaney and Kimberly Gi 
both of Little Rock: Amens 
Clark, Noxa , Ast 
Dunsford, Tupelo: Dewar 
Evans, Meridian: Derothe 
Ewing, Kara Massey ami 
Cathy Oliphant 23 af “eu 
Ashley Fulton, Preston: , 
Audreanna Johnsen amd 
Crystal Johnson, Seti af 
Lena; Leanne Kalen and 
Donald Moss, bothad Wall 
Grove; and Dantel Beare E 
ford and Dakota Winte. ty 
of Louisville. 
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Area Graduates of ECCC GED Pro ram ‘ vei ewt n County. residents received 
their GED (General Educational Devel lopr ent) di dipto yma we annual commencement 
program held July 22, 2010, at East Central C mity College in Decatur. First row, 
from left, are Natashia Holmes and Kara = both of Newton; Tiffany Rushing, 
Union; and Angela Cage, Conehatta; (second row, from left) Cathy Oliphant, Newton: 
Lisa Chaney, Little Rock; and Shalonda Singleton and Dorothy Barfield, both of 
Decatur; (third row, from left) Christina Chamblee, Union; Dorothy Ewing, Newton; 
and Kimberly Gilbert, Little Rock. ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin presented 
diplomas to the approximately 70 graduates who received special recognition for their 
accomplishment. East Central offers free Adult Basic Education/GED — Preparation 
classes at various locations in the College’s five-county district. - 
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A Proud Accomplishment! 

These students received their high school equivalency diplomas at the annual GED (General Educational Development) 
Commencement held July 22, 2010, at East Central Community College in Decatur. ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin presented 
diplomas to the approximately 70 graduates who received special recognition for their accomplishment. Members of the GED 
Class of 2010 include (first row, from left) Natashia Holmes, Newton; Jean Brown, Collinsville; Melissa Melancon, Philadelphia: 
Tracy Moore and Stephanie Moore, both of Morton: Kara Massey, Newton; Amber Maxwell, Philadelphia: Charissa Gladney, 
Philadelphia; and Lisa Chaney, Little Rock; (second row, from left) Cadraious Houston and James Griffin, both of Philadelphix: 
Dana Nelson, Morton; Ariel Griffin, Morton; Kaylace Beatty, Morton; Angela Cage, Conehatta; Cody Lindsay. Morton: 
Wendy Tubby, Philadelphia; Candice Wicker, Pulaski; Tiffany Rushing, Union; and Danille Dorman, Philadelphia; (third row, 
from left) Dakota White, Louisville; Tyricqwon Burkes, Carthage; Lydia Henderson, Forest; Courtney Ellingburg, Philade!phia: 
Shalonda Singleton and Dorothy Barfield, both of Decatur; Tatyana Lewis, Forest; Jessica Ward, Philadelphia; Leanne Killen. 
Walnut Grove; Flossie Hayes, Forest; Kimberly Gilbert, Little Rock; and Freddie Dertinger, Philadelphia; (fourth row, trom lett) 
Brice Langford, Louisville; Dewayne Evans, Meridian; Samantha Richardson, Philadelphia; Kimberly Bates, Pulaski: Reginald 
Tucker, Philadelphia; Brittany Arrington, Vossburg; Shekera Smiley, Philadelphia; Dorothy Ewing, Newion; Cathy Oliphant, 
Newton; Christina Chamblee, Union; and Nathanial McBride, Philadelphia; and (fifth row, from left) Norman Griffith and Keyin 
Greer, both of Philadelphia: Kris Waldrop and Zach Bishop, both of Carthage; Robert Munn, Union; Tyler Reese, Philadelphia: 
James Lee, Morton; Augustine Clark, Noxapater; Jamarius D. Spann, Morton; Jason Swindle, Noxapater; Rodtrellius Amos and 
JaMarius Moore, both of Forest; and Austin James Dunsford, Tupelo. For more information on the College's GED Program. 
contact Ryan Clarke, director of Adult Basic Education, 601-635-2111 or call toll free, 877-462-3222, ext, 387. (EC Photo) 
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Raychal Reed 
(right) of Louisville 
+) is the 2010 recipi- 

‘| ent of the EC Schol- 
__| ars Scholarship, 
/ presented to incom- 
|| Ing freshmen at | 
_»| munity College in 
a | 7 we | Decatur. The pre- 
a ic | a, wa sentation was made 
+ | re at the annual AT&T 
Scholarship Awards 
Luncheon held July 
20 at ECCC. Reed, a 
ct of Winston 
Academy, is shown 
following the pro- 
gram with Dr. Bob 
Tom Johnson of For- — 
est, president of 
the ECCC Alumni 
Association, schol- 
arship sponsor. 





name 





Justin Sharp (left), a a produc iiRoelsville High School, and Brandon 
McFarland (right) of Neshoba Central High School, are the 2010 recipients 
of the Taylor Advanced Welding EIN om = ag to onion fresh- 

Community College in Decatur. The 





men at East Central 

made at the annual AT&T 
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Courtney Lanier of 
Decatur, a Newton 
| County High School 
| grad, is the 2010 recip- 
ient of the Richard L. 
Harris Scholarship, 
presented to a return- 
ing sophomore at East 
Central Community 
College in Decatur. 
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Area students at East Central Community College in Decatur 
were amog those receiving scholarships that will enable them to 
contiue their college classes. The AT&T Schoalrship 
Appreication L:uncheon has been a campus fixture since 2003. 
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Kimberly Joiner (left), a product of Newton 
County High School, and Union High School grad- 
uate Ashley Barnett are among Newton County- 
area students selected to receive Mississippi 
Association of Supervisors Scholarships for 2010, 
which are presented to incoming freshmen at 
East Central Community College in Decatur. Also 
receiving a scholarship but not pictured is Dana 
McKee of Sebastopol. 


- Brooke Livingston of 

Union and a UHS grad, 
is the 2010 recipient of 
the James E. Land 
Scholarship, presented 
to an incoming fresh- 
man at East Central 
Community College in 





Decatur. 
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Award winner 

Haelie Allen, a grad- 
uate of Leake Academy, 
has been named the 
2010 recipient of the 
Clayton Blount Scho- 
larship, presented an 
incoming freshman at 
East Central Commu- 
nity College in Deca- 
tur. Presentation was 
made at the recent 
annual AT&T Scholar- 
ship Awards Luncheon 
at ECCC. 
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‘tion, contact ECCC Student Services, 6¢ 
ms toll free, $71.46? 3222, © ext. 208. (EC Photo) 
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Area students at East Central 


Community College in Decatur were | 
amog those receiving scholarships |, 
that will enable them to contiue their 
college classes. The AT&T 
Schoalrship Appreication Luncheon | 
has been a campus fixture since 2003. 
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‘ Kameron Boulton, 

Little Rock is a a product of 
| 2010 recipient of | Hin Sake ie 
| | | 2010 recipient of — 

penal , the Willis W. 

es. “Bubba” Smith 
u returning sop ) Scholarshi re- 

j; more, is a prod, | sented ae . 

} uct of Newton incoming freshman 
eee ie at East Central. 
School. 
| Matthew Griffin 
_ | of Union is the 

>) 7) 2010 recipient of 

_ | The Rev. John 
' | Lambert Neill 

Mm _| Scholarship, pre- 
*| sented to a 
returning sopho- 
more at ECCC, 
NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
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East Central ss Caiaeestty College's pemetssit squad iitnived various 
honors while participating in the Universal Cheerleading Association (UCA) 
Se ee The War- 

who competed in the Junior College Division with other 
cmmanityfumr cep college teams from several states, placed second in fight 
—— in sideline and fourth in the cheer competition. Team members 
their respective high schools include (front row, from left) Katie 
te Zach Pigg and Whitney Myers, all of Newton County; Jacob John- 
son, Nanih Waiya; Hailey Dunavant, Newton County; Drew Smith, 
Louisville; Whitney Stokes, Neshoba Central; and Dayton Johnson, Johnson, Nanih 
Waiya; and (back row, from left) Ashley Amis, Newton gf Will 
Emmons, Lake; Ashlee Lee, Scott Central; Richie Ferguson, Newton ou 
Ashii Bell, Scott Central; Jesse Holloway, Newton County; Madison N i, 
Winston Academy; and Dustin Stewart, Louisville. Sh«liey Thoms serves as 
cheer coach. (Submitted photo) 
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ECCC sets ‘Meet 


the Warriors’ 


East Central Commu- 


nity College will begin the 


new athletic season by 
hosting the annual “Meet 
the Warriors Pep Rally” 
scheduled Tuesday, Aug. 
31, on the Decatur cam- 
pus. 

Activities begin at 6 
p.m. with performances 
by the Wall O’ Sound 
Marching Band and 


cheerleaders. oh 


Introductions of foot- 


APPEARED IN: 








ball and soccer team 
members are also sched- 
uled and will be followed 
by remarks from coaches 
of both sports. 

Members of the cheer- 
leading squad and Cen- 
tralettes, the dance line 
for the Wall O’ Sound 
Marching Band, will also 
be introduced in addition 
to providing entertain- 


“ment. 
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Evans honored 
Bobbie Evans, a 2010 


the Hubert D. Gilmore 
Scholarship at East 
Central Community 
College, presented dur- 
ing the annual AT&T 
Scholarship Awards 
Luncheon. The schol- 
arship was established 
in 2000 to benefit stu- 
dents needing finan- 
cial assistance who 


agree to tutor other — 
students who need aca- 


demic help. 
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Cumberland receives Automotive Manufacturers 


~~. Scholarshi p 
James Cumberland, a 2010 graduate of Sebastopol High School, is the recipient of the Mis- 
sissippi Automotive Manufacturers Association Scholarship at East Central Community Col- 
lege in Decatur. The award was presented during the annual AT&T Scholarship Awards Lun- 
cheon held July 20 in Mabry Memorial Cafeteria. Pictured with the recipient is ECCC 
recruiter/Tech Prep Career Center Director Romonica Evans. 
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Gibbs Receives 
Bank of Morton Scholarship 


Lindsey Gibbs (left), a 2010 graduate Morton High School, is 
the recipient of the Bank of Morton Scholarship at East Central 
Community College in Decatur. The award was presented 
during the annual AT&T Scholarship Awards Luncheon held 
July 20 in Mabry Memorial Cafeteria. She is pictured with bank 
representative Lindsley Keeton following the program. (EC 
Photo) 
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Receives scholarship. ——— 
Sophomore Sandra Lyons, center, of Lucedale is the recip- 
ient of the State Farm Insurance Scholarship at East 
Central Community College in Decatur. The award was 
presented during the annual AT&T Scholarship Awards 
Luncheon held July 20 in Mabry Memorial Cafeteria. She 
is shown with local State Farm agents Sam Nowell, left, of 
Philadelphia and Bob Douglas, right, of Newton. This 
scholarship was established in 1999 by agents in the col- 
lege’s district of Leake, Neshoba, Newton, Scott and 
Winston counties and is awarded each year to.a nontradi- 
tional student. (EC Photo) | | : 
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Receives Thomas scholarship ~~ 

Channing Kinard, left, a 2010 graduate of Philadelphia High 
School, is the recipient of the Charles and Judy 
Thomas Scholarship at East Central Community College in 
Decatur. The award was presented during the annual AT&T 
Scholarship Awards Luncheon held July 20 in Mabr 

Memorial’ Cafeteria. She is pictured with the Thomases, 


Judy, te 
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SUBMITTED PHOTO 


PBL WINNERS 


Displaying awards received at the 2010 Phi Beta Lambda 
National Leadership Conference are the above students rep- 
resenting Theta Chi Chapter at East Central Community Col- 
lege in Decatur, Of the 13 ECCC students who competed, 11 
placed in the top 10 in the annual competition held this sum- 
mer in Nashville. Theta Chi received the most awards of any 
Mississippi chapter and was also recognized as a Gold Seal 
Chapter at the Southern Regional meeting. Award winners 
included Chance Hall of Forest, fourth, Parliamentary Proce- 
dures — back row far right. 
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ECCC PHOTO 


Lindsey Gibbs (left), a 2010 Morton High School graduate, is 
the recipient of the Bank of Morton Scholarship at East Cen- 
tral Community College in Decatur. The award was presented 
during the annual AT&T Scholarship Awards Luncheon. She is 
pictured with bank representative Lindsley Keeton. 
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East Central Community Col- | 
lege sophomore Kiswana | 
Burnside of Lake, is the recip- | 
ient of the College’s Ann 
Burkes Phi Theta Kappa 
Scholarship, which was pre- 
sented during the annual |) 
AT&T Scholarship Awards | 
Luncheon. The scholarship |) 
was established in 1999 to 
honor Ann Hunter Burkes, a 
member of the ECCC class of 
1963. 
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ADN Scholarship 


Howard Receives § 
Harris ADN Scho- 
arship 

Amanda Howard 
(left) of Louisville 
Is the recipient of 
the 2010 Nancy 
Auline Hiett Har- 
ris Scholarship 
at East Central 


presented during 
the annual AT&T 
Scholarship 5) a, | 
lsat jl a idiiay Khesnosiel Cabbhtairats Geatineeachoadabad Nance 
tured are Nancy Haris (center) and her husband, Johnie Harris, both of Philadet+ 
phia. The Harris Scholarship was fully endowed in 1998 with a gift from an 
unnamed alumnus who had a keen interest in enhancing the quality of the Col- 
lege’s Associate Degree Nursing program. It Is named after Harris, who served as 
the first director of the ECCC ADN program. (EC Photo) 





APPEARED IN: 
CARTHAGINIAN __ NESHOBA DEMOCRAT __ 
NEWTON COUNTY APPEAL —__ SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 

SPIRIT OF MORTON __ WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 


MERIDIANSTAR. CLARION-LEDGER 


Organiza tons {Clas om WEEK OF | Y)) 24, ZCI 








By 


Go Warriors 
East Central Community College’s cheerleading squad received various honors while participating in the 
Universal Cheerleading Association (UCA) College Cheer Camp held at the University of Alabama. The 
Warrior cheerleaders, who competed in the Junior College Division, placed second in fight song, third in 
sideline, and fourth in the cheer competition. Team members and their respective high schools include 
(front row, from left) Katie Reeves, Zach Pigg and Whitney Myers, all of Newton County; Jacob Johnson, 
Nanih Waiya; Hailey Dunavant, Newton County; Drew Smith, Louisville; Whitney Stokes, Neshoba 
Central; and Dayton Johnson, Nanih Waiya; and (back row) Ashley Amis, Newton County; Will 
Emmons, Lake; Ashlee Lee, Scott Central; Richie Ferguson, Newton County; Ashli Bell, Scott Central; 
Jesse Holloway, Newton County; Madison Nowell, Winston Academy; and Dustin Stewart, Louisville. 


Shelley Thoms serves as cheer coach. 
Submitted photo 
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ECCC PRACTICAL NURSING GRADUATES 








Above left photo, new careers await the above graduates of East Central Community Coliege’s Practical Nursing Program, who were recognized 2° 
program's annual pinning ceremony held recently in Huff Auditorium on the Decatur campus. Graduates and their respective hometowns include ‘frst 
row, from left) Audra Walker, Newton; Brittany Powers, Carthage; Mallary Cumberland, Newton; Lakeisha Lyles, Forest; Sandra Lampkin, Decatur anc 
Casie McClendon, Morton; (second row, from left) Roshanda Butler, Lake; Tamika Brown, Meridian; Ashley Strebeck, Hickory: Jonee Brantiey, 
Philadelphia; Kay Boswell and Rochell Moore, both of Louisville; and Jerekia Harris, Morton; (third row, from left) Monica Johnson, Brandon: Jamaica 
Chapman, Newton; Nicki Sullivan, Louisville; Chassidy Smith, Decatur; Buffy Todd, Philadelphia; and Janet Ricks and Kenyatta Pace, both of Forest 
and (back row, from left) Shan’Neeci Brown, Newton; Frankie Sullivan, Louisville; instructors Melanie Pinter, Theresa Cole and Alicia Lundstrom: Ashiey 
Pettis, Philadelphia; and Ethan Lewis, Rose Hill. Frankie Sullivan, chosen Practical Nursing Student of the Year, delivered the commencement adcress. 
Other graduates participating in the program were Chassidy Smith, invocation; and Janet Ricks, benediction. ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutohin and We 
President for Instruction Dr. Lavinia Sparkman also participated in the program along with members of the practical nursing faculty and Dr. Betsy Mann. 
dean of healthcare education. Above right photo, Frankie Sullivan (left) of Louisville was chosen Practical Nursing Student of the Year at East Centra 
Community College and received special recognition at the program’s annual pinning ceremony held recently in Huff Auditorium on the Decatur carmous. 
Sullivan, who served as class president, also delivered the commencement address. She is shown with Dr. Betsy Mann, dean of healthcare education. 
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EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION 


Ward Pearson 

* Samra Blake Ward of 
Meridian was one of 14 students . 
from Mississippi, two each from 
Alabama and Tennessee, and one 
each from Illinois, Wisconsin and 
Canada to enter the University of 
Mississippi this fall on prestigious 
scholarships as members of the 
Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors 
College. 

_ Providing $32,000 each, the 
McDonnell Barksdale Honors Scho- 
arships, Donald S. Pichitino Scholar- 
ships and Harold Parker Memorial 
Scholarships attract exceptional stu- 
dents to Ole Miss to experience spe- 
cial academic opportunities at the 
Honors College. 

Ward is a Barksdale Honors 
Scholarship recipient. Established 
in 1997 through a gift from alumni 
Jim and Sally Barksdale, the college 
provides undergraduate students 
from all disciplines with a vibrant 
center of academic excellence, 
merging intellectual rigor with 
public service, to help them 
become outstanding in their fields 
and engaged citizens of society. 

During their freshman year, the 
students enroll in the Honors Col- 
lege interdisciplinary courses, which 
expose them to critical thinking i in 
the arts, sciences and humanities. 
They also enroll in honors sections 
of courses across disciplines to fulfill 


Rigdon 


Boggan 
Meridian Student Government 
sponsor. 

¢ Mississippi State University- 
Meridian announces the first recipi- 
ents of the Riley Next Step Scholar- 
ship.. 

Sixty-six outstanding transfer stu- 
dents from East Central Community 
College, East Mississippi Commu- 
nity eee . ones County Junior 
College and Community 
College et been selected to 
receive over $420,000 in scholarship 
money, made possible through a 
grant from The Riley Foundation and 
other generous benefactors. Recipi- 
ents of the scholarship are known as 
Riley Scholars.?Each Riley Scholar 
received full tuition at Mississippi 
State University-Meridian for two 
years (four semesters — fall/spring). 
Riley Scholars who are members of 
Phi Theta Kappa also received addi- 
tional funds over the two-year period 
to cover the published estimated 
cost of books. 

Note: (Phi Theta Kappa (PTK)- 
3.25 cumulative GPA; Community 
College Recognition (CCR) -— 3.0 
cumulative GPA): 

Riley Scholars from Meridian 
Community College: Brittany 
Shanae Bohannon, DeKalb, sec- 


ondary education; Jessica Paige 


Bonner, Enterprise (PTK), elemen- 
tary education: Madison Cole 
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Purvis Biaine 
(PTK), social work; Adella Rainer 
Gilbert, Decatur (PTK), business; 
Tara Rose Gilmer, Walnut Grove 
(PTK), elementary education: Can- 
dace Wade Graham, Pulaski 
(PTK), elementary education; Jen- 
nifer Shannon Graham, Forest 
(PTK), business; Brittni Rebecca 
Harris, Decatur (CCR), secondary 
education; Tora Lekea Hearn, 
DeKalb (CCR), Interdisciplinary 
studies; Leanna Paige Holsen, 
Union (CCR), secondary education: 
Kristen Paige Jones, Newton 
(CCR), elementary education: 
Michaela Lasha Lee, Preston 


(CCR), social work; Tiffany LeeAnn 


re eg en Walnut Grove, psychology; 
Chasity Ann McAdams, Kosciusko 
(C CR) elementary education; 
Dominique Latesch McKee, 
Newton (PTK), psychology; Rachel 
Lynn Oatman, Saucier (CCR), 
social work; Emily Lauren Pace, 
Newton (PTK), elementary educa- 
tion; Amy R. Plaisance, Union 
(PTK), elementary education; 
Stephanie Lorraine Robinson, 
Newton (CCR), elementary educa- 
tion; Laura Mamie Shannon, 
Union (PTR), ee education; 
Willie Kevin Vaughn, Philad elphia 
(PTK), business; Kristi Bell Wade, 
Forest (PTK), elementary education; 
Kanisha Shalois Warnsley, 
Newton (PTK), social work: 


Miller Altson 
dent Outreach Society, NCA Pride 
Club and Student Government 
Association. In addition, she was 
named to the National Honor 
society, National Dean's List and 
Who’s Who Among American High 
School Students. 

Purvis is a 2004 honor graduate 
of ECCC, where she was a member 
of the Warrior Corps, Concert 
Choir and Mu Alpha Theta, an 
honor society for math students. 
She was also the recipient of sev- 
eral scholarships. 

She continued her education at 
Mississippi State University- 
Meridian and received a bachelor’s 
degree in business administration 
in May 2006. Honors include her 
selection to “Who's Who Among 
Students in American Colleges and 
Universities.” 

She is married to Matt Purvis of 
Newton. 

¢ Anna Kathryn Blaine has 
been selected to receive the Beverly 
Barham Memorial Scholarship at 
Meridian Community College. 

- This $400 award was initiated by 
the Dusty Social Service Club in 
1990 and Berneice and Dwight 
Barham, now of Hattiesburg, have 
continued to fund it each year. Pret 
erence in selection is given to a 
member of the local group. 

_ Blaine, a 2010 graduate of 
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hours in their majors or to meet gen- 
eral academic requirements. 

As early as their freshman year, 
students have the opportunity to do 
research, which produces an honor's 
thesis in the student’s senior year. 

The incoming group of scholars, 
posting an ACT average of 32.4 and 
average GPA of 3.96, includes seven 
National Merit Finalists. 

Ward ranked No, 1 in her class of 
388 at Meridian High School, where 
she won the French II A 
Ameila Graeser English Award and 
Jerry Reynolds History Award. An 
Academic Team Medalist, she was a 
regional Science Fair winner and 
Voice of Democracy Essay district 
winner, Winner of the Meridian Star 
Excellence in Journalism Award, she 
was her school’s delegate to both the 
Hugh O'Brian Youth Leadership 
Conference and Girls State. 

Her service included work with 
Relay for Life, Salvation Army, and 
the Boys and Girls Club. Her 
observations of how students 
process and retain information 
have inspired her to double major 
in in perce? and >. then 

teach or become a school coun- 
selor. Ultimately, she plans to con- 
tinue her studies to become a cog- 
nitive psychologist. 

* Brittany J. Pearson of Laud- 
erdale attended Summer College 
for High School Students at the 
University of Mississippi from June 
30-July 30. 

Pearson, a student at Northeast 
Lauderdale High School, earned 
between 3 and 7 hours of college 
credit by taking UM faculty and staff- 
led courses on the Oxford campus. 

¢ Matthew K. Boggan, Ed.D., 
assistant professor of Education 
Leadership at Mississippi State Uni- 
versity Meridian, was recently listed 
on the national honor roll of pub- 
lished writers by the National Forum 
of Educational 1 and 
Supervision. Boggan is also EDL 
cohort coordinator, PI/program 
director for Project LEAP and 


Boutwell, Q (CCR), psy- 
chology; hea William Carroll, 
Vicksburg, business; Melanie G. 
Chambers, Meridian (PTK), social 


Edwards, Meridian (PTK), elemen- 
tary education; Donald Ramon 
Edwards, Meridian (PTK), interdis- 
ciplinary studies; Brittany Ashton 
Harden, Meridian, social work; 
Estella Lynn Hare, Marion (PTK), 
business; Sandi Lea Kelly, Quitman 
(CCR), elementary education; 
Megan Christian Kidd, Enter- 
prise(PTK), secondary education; 
Chelsea Michelle Linton, Meridian 
(CCR), elementary education; 
Joshua Andrew | Meridian 
(PTK), business; Joba Michael 
Mathis, Meridian (PTK), psy- 
chology; David Grant McDaniel, 
Meridian(CCR), business; Somer 
Adrian Moore, Collinsville (PTK), 
business; Hali Renea Morgan, 
Meridian (CCR), elementary educa- 
tion; Heather Gabrielle Partridge, 
Meridian (CCR), elementary educa- 
tion; Trisha Jo Rainer, Toomsuba 
(CCR), business; Amber Christine 
Tess, Collinsville, elementary educa- 
tion; Tomeka Latwyone Thedford, 
Toomsuba (PTK), business; Melody 
Ann Vaughn, Porterville (CCR), 
undeclared; Lauren Christina 
Walker, Meridian (CCR), elemen- 
tary education; Lowell D. Wallace, 
Meridian (PTK), social work; Jacob 
Wyatt Williams, Meridian (PTK), 
business; Tammy Faye 
Willoughby, Waynesboro _ 
psychology; Elizabeth St. Clair 
Woods, Meridian (PTK), general lib- 
eral arts; Kathy R. Wooten, Scooba, 
elementary education 

Riley Scholars from East Central 
Community College: Myrial Shi- 
landre’ Brown, Newton, psy- 
chology; William Joseph Cun- 
a aera Union (CCR), social 
Frank Dixon, ro a 


isiness; 
George, Philadelphia 


Hannah Carol Watkins, Union, 
secondary education; Anna Victoria 
Williams, Newton (CCR), elemen- 





Riley Scholars from East Missis 


sippi Community College: Laura 
Elizabeth Farrow, Philadelphia 
(PTK), undeclared: Gidget Diane 
Griffin, DeKalb (PTK), elementary 
education; Timothy W. Jewell, 
Macon (PTK), business; Matthew 
Lyle Johnson, DeKalb, secondary 
education; Tracy K. Naylor, DeKalb 
(CCR), social work; Christopher 
Mark Sudduth, Macon (CCR), sec- 
ondary education?Riley Scholars 
from Jones County Junior College: 
Sheri Alison Blackledge, Waynes- 
boro (PTK), business; Rose Eason 
Brown, Ellisville (PTK), interdisci- 
plinary studies; Lindsay Ann 

James, Bay Springs (PTK), busi 
ness; Jessica Lynn King, Stringer, 
elementary education 

* Monica Rigdon of Little Rock 
was recently named administrative 
assistant to the dean of healthcare 
education at East Central Commu- 
nity College in Decatur. 

Rigdon served the past five years 
as an assistant in the college's Finan- 
cial Aid Office. She is a 1982 grad- 
uate of Parkway High School in 
Bossier City, La., and received an 
associate of Sy gs degree from ECCC 
in May 1984 

She is married to Bobby G. 
Rigdon Jr. They have a son, 
Adam a Ni a junior at Missis- 







econ the financial aid 
staff at East Central Community Col- 


Community College. She is es a 
former secretary at MCC's Career 
Development Center. 

Purvis is a 2002 honor graduate 
of Newton County Academy, where 
she served as editor of the annual 
staff and was a | member of the Fel- 
lowship of Christian Athletes, Stu- 


Meridian High School, is a member 
of the Lady Cats Softball Team, Var 
sity Cheerleading Team and Key 
Club, she was a Wise Cat and was 
named to receive a service award. 
Blaine is past president of the Dusty 
Social Service Club. She is in the 
University Transfer Program with 
plans to complete the bachelor of sci- 
ence degree in nursing at the Uni- 
versity of Southern Mississippi. 

¢ Andrew Lee Miller has been 
selected to receive the first Milford 

Earl “Bob” Rawson Scholarship at 
Meridian Community College. 

This award, funded through the 
MCC Foundation, was established 
by Kathy Brookshire to honor 
Rawson for Father’s Day. A true 
Southern gentleman, he exemplifies 
what all fathers should strive to be. 

Miller, a 2009 graduate of West 
Lauderdale High School, is a sopho- 
more in the University Transfer Pro- 
gram. Miller works part time in an 
assistantship with MCC Promotions 
and volunteers as a counselor al 
Camp Rising Sun, a Mississippi 
summer camp for children surviving 
cancer. He pians to attend Auburn 
University and obtain a degree in 
architecture. 

¢ Jinna Alston has been 
selected to receive the Made- 
line Scott Callahan Memorial 
Scholarship at Meridian Com- 
munity College. 

This $1,000 award is funded 
through the MCC Foundation from 
an endowment established by the 
East Mississippi Medical Alliance 
and Dr. Joel Callahan, Sr. Friends 
and family continue to support this 
fund. This award perpetuates the 
seen of Madeline Callahan and 

her “gift of giving.” 

Alston is a 2007 graduate of Pen 
Foster High School, an accredited 
online diploma program. A sopho- 
more in the Dental Hygiene Pro- 
gram, Alston is a member of Health 
Occupation Students of America. 
Her long-range plan is to become a 
dental surgeon. 
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ECCC PHOTO 


These area high school seniors are receiving an early start pursuing their nursing degrees by participating in the Dual Enroll- 
ment Practical Nursing Program offered at East Central Community College in Decatur. Students enrolled in the state-funded 
program are able to take practical nursing courses free of charge on the Decatur campus while also attending their senior 
year in high school. Successful students are able to complete the program by the end of the fall semester of their freshman 
year in college. Participants and their respective high schools include (seated from left) Alice Pinkston, Union; Shelby Scar- 

brough, Newton County; Jamie Jones and D’Angela Lang, both of Newton; and (standing from left) LaFera Holt, Philadelphia: 
Cassie Clearman, Newton County; Todd Johnson, Forest; Chelsey Griffin, Newton County; and Shamaine Jones, Newton. 
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ECCC students honored at National PBL contest 


Displaying awards received at the 2010 Phi Beta Lambda National Leadership Conference 
are the above students representing Theta Chi Chapter at East Central Community College 
in Decatur. Of the 13 ECCC students who competed, 11 placed in the top 10 in the annual 
competition held July 9-13 in Nashville. Theta Chi received the most awards of any 
Mississippi chapter and was also recognized as a Gold Seal Chapter at the Southern 
Regional meeting. Award winners included, front row, from left, Anna pate Wet of Little 
Rock, fourth place, Parliamentary Procedure and:sixth, Public Speakir mily Malone 
of Carthage, third, Business Presentation; second row, from left, ‘Brittany Me ison of 
Newton, tenth, Free Enterprise; Abby McMillin of Newton, fourth, Parliamentary Pesine 
and sixth, Small Business Management Plan; and Kim Amerson of Newton, third, Business 
Presentation; third row, from left, Ryan Gillis of Newton, fourth, Parliamentary Procedure; 
Casey Shoemaker of Decatur, third, Business Presentation; and Jason Hancock of Decatur, 
sixth, Small Business Plan; and back row, from left, Bryan Wiseman of Newton, seventh, 

Telecommunications; Matt Griffin of Union, sixth, Small, Business Management Plan; and 
Chance Hall of Forest, fourth, Parliamentary Procedures. 
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GO WARRIORS: ECCC cheerleader Ashli Bel] 
(held up by Dustin Stewart) shows her moves dur- 
ing ‘Warrior Day’ at the college last Tuesday. The 
Warriors football team travels to Senatobia 
Thursday to take on the Northwest Rangers. The 
game Starts at 6:50. 
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Band Name 


' East Central Community Col- 


lege's Wall O' Sound Band 


Band officers 

Brandon Boulton, Decatur, head 
drum major Courtney Mackey, 
Meridian, assistant drum major 
Matthew Dempsey, Louisville, 
assistant drum major Jessica 
Cherry, Carthage, clarinet sec- 
tion leader Chassidy Kelly, 
Carthage, flute section leader 
Gareth Driskill, Collinsville, 
trombone section leader Josh 
Sessums, Philadelphia, drum- 
line tenor segment captain 
Travis Smallwood, Meridian, 
drum captain Shaquinta Ickom, 
Lake, saxophone section leader 
Audrey Cannon, Flowood, 
French horn section leader 
Natalee Ervin, Vicksburg, color 
jet captain Courtney Reinke, 
Collinsville, color guard co-cap- 
tain Stacy Willis, Union, pit 
captain Danny Smith, Carthage, 
bass drum captain Graylon 
Foster, Philadelphia, trumpet 
section leader Ryan Gillis, 
Decatur, tuba section leader 
Proby Gammill, Lake, baritone 
section leader Erin Hall, 
Philadelphia, Centralette co- 
captain Lindsey Bishop, 
Sebastopol, Centralette co-cap- 


EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


tain Brewer McGee, Philade!l- 
phia, bass drum assistant cap- 


Directors 

Thomas W. Carson, director of 
bands Ed Girling, assistant 
band director/percussion 
Instructor 

Nichol Hillman, Centralette 
coordinator/choreographer 
Janie Mayfield, color guard 
coordinator 


This year’s music 
The '80’ new wave music move- 


ment 
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ECCC CENTRALETTES 


Members of the East Central Community Col- 
lege Centralettes for 2010-11 are: front row, 
from left, Breshawn McNeal, Newton; Emily 
Hathorn, Louisville; Erin Hail, Philadelphia; 
Lindsey Bishop, Sebastopol; Sami Elkins, 
Forest; and Ariel Doggett, Edinburg; second 
row, from left, Ava Marie Adkins, Union; Marley 
Hanna, Forest; Mary Margaret Kirk, Noxapater; 


_ Erin Hathorm and Bailey Hartness, both of 


Louisville; Alyse Webb, Noxapater; and Raychal 
Reed, Louisville; and back row, from left, Ashley 
Arthur, Louisville; BaileeViverette and Loren 
Pullin, both of Union; Audrey Griffin, Louisville; 
Anna Leach, Sebastopol; and Nichol Hillman, 
choreographer/coordinator. 
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Drum Majors 

Brandon Boulton - Newton 
County 

Matthew Dempsey — Louisville 
Courtney Mackey — West Laud- 
erdale 


Color Guard 

Alison Walker — Louisville 
Courtney Reinke - West Laud- 
erdale — 

Kim Ammerson — Newton County 
Kelsey Sikes — Carthage 

Ariel Brawner — Louisville 

Kayla Brown —Scott Central 
Brittany Snow —Neshoba Céntral 
Lindsey Donald — Louisville 
Megan Smith — Lake 

Katie Woodruff —Louisville 
Megan Edwards — Louisville 
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EAST CENTRAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


Natalee Ervin — Warren Central 
Amber Gray — Lake 

Danielle Brown — Newton 
Rachel Sharp — Louisville 
— Savage — Neshoba Cen- 


Tiffany Benson — Neshoba Cen- 
tral 


Sarah Stewart —- Neshoba Central 
Lydia Cook — West Lauderdale 
Shantesha Hall — Carthage 
Shelby Powell - West Lauderdale 
Kierra Ealy — Morton 


Centralettes 

Ava Marie Adkins — Union - 
Ashley Arthur - Winston 
Academy 


Lindsey Bichoy — Sebastopol 
Arie! Doggett -—Edinburg 


Beverly Stokes - Neshoba Cen- Emily Hathorn — Louisville 


tral 
Rachel Day -Neshoba Central 
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Erin Hathorn — Louisville 
Marley Hanna — Leake Academy 





Bailey Hartness -— Winston Tiffany Neese-Neshoba Central 
Academy ~ Lindsey Miller-Newton County 
Erin Hall —- Neshoba Central Summer Ward-Union 
Sami Elkins — Forest Lyndsey Adams-Carthage 
Marty Kirk - Winston Academy Meghan McIntosh-Carthage 
Anna Leach — Sebastopol Kristy Athey-Morton 
Breshawn McNeal — Newton Malesha Clay-Union 
Loren Pullin — Union 
Audrey Griffin — Louisville Clarinets 
Bailee Viverette — Union Jessica Cherry-Carthage 
Raychal Reed — Winston Academy Tyler Brewer-Forest 
Alyse Webb — Noxapater ioe Kendrick-Neshoba Cen- 
Caleb Raines-Newton County 

Calvin Grifin Carthage Anda Packer-Newton County 

2 aro oung-Neshoba Cen 
Jevossiya Weltet==yome:? Hanna Burt-Neshoba Central 
Flutes Valerie Holmes-Louisville 
Chassidy KellyCarthage __emetra Coleman Louis 
ead Bozeman-Neshoba Cen- Kellie Black-Lake 

cia Lewis-Lake 

eRe Gibbs Morton Ellen Gibbs Newton om 


Samuel Goss-Louisville 


Baritones 

Proby Gammill-Lake 
Kiswanna Burnside-lake 
Ayery Ward-Morton 


Tiffany Sims-Newton County — 


John Ford-Carthage | 
Thomas Reeves-Carthage 


zon Clifton Pope-Neshoba Cen- 


Tubas 

Ryan Gillis-Newton County 
Jason Mann-Newton County 
Clint Reynolds-Neshoba Central 
Daniel Kersgaard-Morton 
Patrick Reid-Louisville 

Robert Warrick-Neshoba Central. 
Cody Addy-Newton County 
Ethan Russell-Carthage 

Kiery Stribling- Philadelphia 








ae = a Se Le : | — Alto Saxes Percussion 
ee ioe Bi —_ __ ~é6Shaquinta Ickom-Lake Danny Smith —- Carthage 
Bes tar a ta —_— Cassie Munn-Newton County Doug Janz — Louisville 
‘mal Shawn Windham-Morton Justin Collins — Scott Central 
_ a Shatarra Ickom-Lake Travis Smallwood — West Laud- 
. | y erdale 
4% . as | Trumpets Jordan Brownlee — West Laud- 
ft Graylon Foster-Philadeplphia erdale | 
,, a SS ae az, e m Tracy McWilliams-Philadelphia Kelsey Ladnier — West Laud- 
Se | ial oe Oe ope ay) Bobby Branning-West Lauderdale erdale | 
nd Sm = ~ vishal | a) Ruby McCurdy-Carthage Colby Horton — Neshoba Central 
—/ | ee A wre: Alisha Jones-Carthage — Kyan McC lendon _ Forest 
i | <7 * aun. /4 ms Georgia Donner-West Lauderdale Nicholas Willis — Philadelphia 
oY We | Spe pe | f ~~ ae y Brittany Neese-Neshoba Central Joey Smith — Philadelphia _ 
bs po See | % . ? —— jie ea / Jessica Edwards-Carthage Josh Sessums — Philadelphia 
! Pe a ae = os ?. @ "i | Jordan Hunt-Ackerman Owen Turcotte — Neshoba Cen- 
Erin Moore-Carthage tral , 
Latia Peavy-Carthage Nathan Ethridge — West Laud- 
Eden MeGee-Neshoba Central erdale ; 
Mika Smith-Carthage Matt Mason — Union | 
"a Alvin Johnson-Carthage Brewer McGee — Neshoba Cen- 
Sammy Wilson-Newton County tral : | 
Shatarra Donald-Lake Brandon Davis —- Newton County . 
James Cumberland-Sebastopo! Lauren Lurk —- Newton County 
Yashika Ickom-Lake Stacy Willis - Union 
Raven Ball-Louisville Tiffany Hennington — Newton 
Dale Ke be West Lauderdal 
Mellophones e Koberts — West Lauderdale 
Audrey Cannon-East Rankin Ashley Moore — Leake Academy 
Se (Xavier Rogers-Louisville D. J. Harris — Sumrall 
susmiTTED PHOTO §=Austin Jay-Union Chadeidra Hunt — Lake 
Tamara Boatman-Lake Jacoquyn Rasco ~ Lake 


AWARD-WINNING ECCC CHEERLEADERS Brandi Jones — Carthage 


East Central Community College’s cheerleading squad received various honors while participating in the Trombones : ees M. r 
Universal Cheerleading Association (UCA) College Cheer Camp held recently at the University of Alabama. Shier patil oh Been Skinner —~Neshoba Central 
The Warrior cheerleaders, who competed in the Junior College Division with other community/junior col- Alex Chappell. Union oer Robert Hisaw — Nanih Waiya | 


lage teams from several states, placed second in fight song, third in sideline and fourth in the cheer com- . : ee i _ i j 
petition, Team members and their respective high schools include: front row, from left, Katie Reeves, Zach bs Se aeourger cu res I “ha Chery = Nanih Waiva 

Pigg ane Whitney Myers, all of Newton County; Jacob Johnson, Nanih Waiya; Hailey Dunavant, Newton M: Sen aE 3 © Phil del hi “i Tanner McGee — Neshoba Cen- 
County, Drew Smith, Louisville; Whitney Stokes, Neshoba Central; and Dayton Johnson, Nanih Waiya; and Josh Richardson Neshaba Central tral 

hack row, fram left, Ashley Amis, Newton County; Will Emmons, Lake; Ashlee Lee, Scott Central; Richie TJ Anderson-N eshoba Central Band Announcer: 

Perjueon, Newton Oeunty; Ashli Bell, Scott Central; Jesse Holloway, Newton County; Madison Nowell, Kameron Boulton-Newton County Cody Strait -— Newton County 
Wireten Aeaeeny, af Dustin Stewart, Louisville. Shelley Thoms serves as cheer coach. | 





tk | | “ii j | ‘ ubmitted photo 
Dr. Frank Bowen of Carthage, right, is shown with Christina Nollie, a 2010 graduate of 
Carthage High School and the first recipient of the Frank and Bobbie McPhail Bowen 
Scholarship, presented at the annual AT&T Scholarship Awards Luncheon held earlier 
this summer for students at East Central Community College in Decatur. Also pictured is 
Nollie’s father, Worthy Nollie. 


Physician honors 
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2,992 is record enrollment at HC — 


increase over the previous “We are again faced cuts which amounted to tinue to do more with 





A vecord 2,992 stu- Decatur. 
dents are enrolled in fall 


‘classes at East Central 


Fall 2009 and Fall 2010 Preliminary Enrollment Figures 


EC President Dr. Phil reeord of 2,841 students with doing more with 
Sutphin said 
Community College in record is a 5.3 percent 


who registered for the fall less,” said Dr. Sutphin in 
2009 term. reference to state budget 





approximately $800,000 less.” 


the previous fiscal year. 

EC has raised tuition 
for a second-straight year 
to make up the funding 
shortfall. | 

As of May 2010, tuition 
increased to $895 per 
semester. Room and vari- 


ous other fees were also * 


increased while Board 
(meals) fees remained the 
same. 

In addition to increas- 
ing tuition and some fees, 
Dr. Sutphin said the 
College has implemented 
various cost-cutting meas- 
ures to its $19 million-plus 
budget, 

“We have done just 
about all we can do to eut 
costs, including limiting 
travel, purchases, etc.,” 
said Dr. Sutphin. “But 
with the increased enroll- 
ment, we have more stu- 
dents to serve, which 
makes it a challenge to 
provide the quality educa- 
tion and services they 
deserve. It’s the same old 
song for us and the other 
community and junior col- 
leges, and that is fo con- 
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A new two-story sct- 
ence building is currently 
nder construction near 
Cross Hall, where science 
classes are currently held. 

The $4.1 million dollar 
facility, named in memory 


of longtime biology 


instructor and. division 
chairraan Ron Davis, will 
include  state-of-the-ar! 
laboratories for science 
students. State bond funds 
accumulated in recent 
vears provides the Tinan- 
cial resources for the proj- 
ecl, expected to be com- 
pleted in 2011. 
The College has also 
added new parking areas 
fo accommodate the 
record number of students 
attending classes. 

“Parking 1s always & 
challenge for college cam- 
puses and we are doing all 
we can to accommodate 
the many students who 
drive io the Deeatur cam- 
pus to attend classes,” 
said Kandall Lee, Vice 
President for Student 
Services. 

Kast Central serves 
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ECCC Welcomes Area Students for ‘Be Our Guest Nigh 

Area high school students will be special guests of East Central Community College 
Thursday, Sept. 16 when the Warriors host Itawamba Community College at 6:30 p.m. at Bailey 
Stadium on the Decatur campus. 

“We encourage all area high school students to come enjoy a night of exciting foot- 
ball on us,” said Randall E. Lee, vice president for student services. “For those who have not 
attended a Warrior football game, you will be surprised not only with the exciting competition 
on the field but also with the talent of our amazing cheerleaders and Centralettes dance line, 
and one of the largest and best marching bands in the state, the Wall O’ Sound!” 

: Lee said the weliah guests will be admitted free to the non-division battle with the 
Indians and will be recognized throughout the game. Door prizes will be awarded at the end of 
each quarter and one of the visiting students will have an opportunity to win free tuition for — 
one semester by successfully kicking a 20-yard field goal during halftime activities. Tuition is 
currently set at $895 per semester. 

East Central Community College serves Leake, Neshoba, Newton, Scott and Winston 
counties, and the surrounding area. 

For more information on “Be Our Guest Night,” contact Romonica Evans in Student 
Services, 601-635-2111 or call toll free, 877-462-3222, ext. 300. Her e-mail address is 
revans(@eccc.edu, 
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“E ECCC ’s Phi Beta Lambda Officers 


Recently selected to lead East Central Community College’s Phi Beta Lambda chapter are 
(seated from left) Chance Hall of Forest, president; Mindy Parker of Newton, vice president; 
and Bryan Wiseman of Newton, historian; and (standing from left) Tina Pittman of Forest, 

reporter; Mia Claiborne of Newton, treasurer; Christian Nollie of Carthage, parliamentarian; 

and Alexis Graham of Philadelphia, secretary, Phi Beta Lambda is the premier Business Educa- 
tion Association preparing students for careers in business and success in life. Its purpose is 
to foster a better relationship between one another and to cultivate a better understanding of 





business principles in general. 
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Pictured above are 2010-2011 
student government leaders 
at East Central Community 
College m Decatur. Students 
and their respective high 
schools include (front row, 
from left) freshman class of- 
ficers Tyler Barrett of Decatur, 


president; Nicole Bounds of *N 
INTY eae 4 a 


Newton, vice president; 
Alysse Webb of Noxapater, 
secretary; and Annalyse 
Thorne of Decatur, treasurer; 
(second row, from left) sopho- 
more class officers Tamara 
McPhail of Pelahatchie, trea- 
surer; Jenny Holyfield of 
Little Rock, vice president; 
Meredith McKee of Philadel- 
phia, secretary; and Reggie 





Davis of Decatur, president; 
(back row, from left) Lindsey 
Bishop of Sebastopol, Stu- 
dent Body Association (SBA) 
president; Anna Alexander a 
homeschooler from Little 
Rock, SBA vice president: 


IRTON 





AR 











-ECCC Campus Leaders eae 


Laura Gunn of Forest, SBA 
secretary; and Ben Stewart of 
Grenada, SBA treasurer. Di- 
rector of Housing/Student 
Activities Marcie Pinson 
serves as sponsor. (ECCC 
Photo) 





NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 


WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 


CLARION-LEDGER 





au 





ECCC Homecoming Court 


Members of the East Central Community College Homecoming Court for 2010 include (front 
row, from left) queen Emily Hathorn of Louisville and maid of honor Anna Alexander of Little 
Rock; (second row, from left) sophomore maids Meredith McKee of Philadelphia, Ariel Doggett 
of Edinburg and Lindsey Bishop of Sebastopol; and (back row, from left) freshman maids 
Nicole Bounds of Newton, Madison Nowell of Louisville, Ava Marie Adkins of Union and 
Ashlee Lee of Forest. (EC Photo) 
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ECCC gospel 


choir reunion set 


Former members of the 
East Central Community 
College Gospel Choir are 
invited to reunion activi- 
ties as part of the college's 
homecoming Saturday, 
Oct. 2, in Decatur. 

Brenda K. Johnson, 
longtime gospel choir 
sponsor, said a “meet and 
greet” at 6 p.m. Friday, 
Oct. 1, at Logan’s Steak 
House in Meridian will 
start the reunion. 

The group is slated to 
meet at 1:30 p.m. Satur- 
day, Oct. 2, outside Bailey 
Stadium to attend the 
ECCC ‘game with Hinds 
Community College. 

A rehearsal will follow 
at 6 p.m. in the Vickers 
Fine Arts Center in prepa- 
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ration for the gospel 
choir’s reunion musical 
Sunday, Oct. 3, at 5 p.m. 
in the Vickers Auditorium. 

Johnson said partici- 
pants for the performance 
are asked to wear ECCC 
Gospel Choir Reunion T- 
shirts and jeans. 

“We are asking every- 
one who plans to perform 
in the choir to pay $20 to 
cover the cost of T-shirts 
and refreshments,” she 
said. 

For more information, 
telephone Johnson at 601- 
683-6383, or e-mail She- 
meka Cleveland at pnut- 
brown@yahoo.com or Te- 
rence Anderson at ander- 
son0708@bellsouth.net. 
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Learning How to Vote 
Lydia Cook of Meridian learns how to use a voting machine during a voter registration 
drive held as part of Constitution Day activities Thursday, Sept. 23 on the East Central 
Community College campus in Decatur. Cook, a freshman and product of West Lau- 
derdale High School, is shown receiving assistance in “casting” her ballot from Nicho- 
las Leopoldus of the Newton County Election Commission while other ECCC stu- 
dents look on. From left are Carollyn Young of Philadelphia, Ethan Russell of Carthage, 
Brittany Smith of Lake and Andy Gibbs of Forest. Held from 8 a.m. to | p.m, on the 
East Mall area (between cafeteria and administration building), the one-day effort 
was coordinated by ECCC history instructors Dr. Phillip Crenshaw and Mare MeCool. 

Other representatives from the Newton County Election Commission and Newton 
County Circuit Clerk’s office provided assistance during the drive, which resulted in 
more than 200 ECCC students registering to vote. Students also received copies of 
the U.S. Constitution and brochures on voting provided by the Secretary of State’s 
office (EC Photo) 
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ECCC 2010 
HOMECOMING COURT 


Members of the 2010 East Central Community College Home- | — 
coming Court included (seated, from left) freshman maids 
Ashlee Lee of Forest, Madison Nowell of Louisville, Nicole — 
Bounds of Newton and Ava Marie Adkins of Union, queen | 
Emily Hathorn of Louisville, maid of honor Anna Alexander of | 

Little Rock; and sophomore maids Meredith McKee of | 
Philadelphi eg neti nateae tae ot | 
and (back row, from left) escorts Austin Lee of - 








| jladelp , Colby Horton of 
Guion and sora aed of Philadelghia: The court was presents, 
ed Oct. 2, during halftime of the Warriors’ 37-35 victory over | 
Hinds Community College on the Decatur campus. 
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Winston coma Members of ECCC Wall 0’ Sound Band 

These Winston County area students are members of the Wall 0’ Sound Marching 
Band at East Central Community College. Pictured are (front row, from left) Audrey 
Griffin, Bailey Hartness, Demetria Coleman, Valerie Holmes and Emily Hathorn, all of 
Louisville; Mary Margaret Kirk of Noxapater and Ariel Brawner and Alison Walker, 
both of Louisville; (second row, from left) Matthew Dempsey of Louisville, Alyse 
Webb of Noxapater and Rachel Sharp, Katie Woodruff, Megan Edwards, Ashley 
Arthur, Raychal Reed, Erin Hathorn and Lindsey Donald, all of Louisville; and (back 
row, from left) Samuel Goss, Xavier Rodgers, Brecia Hornesbuger, Patrick Reid and 
Doug Janz, all of Louisville; and Robert Hisaw, Eric Trosper and Jon Cherry, all of 
Nanih Waiya. Thomas W. Carson serves as director of bands. The Wall 0’ Sound 
makes its first public performance Thursday, Sept. 2, during haiftime of the ECCC vs. 
Northeast Mississippi Community College football game scheduled for 6:30 p.m. on 
the Decatur campus. (EC Photo) 
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Pictured above are 2010- 
2011 residence council mem- 
bers at East Central Commu- 
nity College in Decatur. Stu- |. 
dents and their respective 
high schools include (front 
row, from left) Summer 
of Union, Chelsea _ 
Rigdon of Union, Hannah 
Clay of Lake, LaTia Peavy of 
Carthage, and Carolline 
Young of Philadelphia; (back jeg 
row, from left) Dustin Cush- 
man of Scott Central, Matt 
Griffin of Union, Perry Stroud 
of Lake and Chris Thames of 
Decatur. Director of Hous- 
ing/Student Activities Marcie | 
Pinson, a Forest native, | 
serves aS Sponsor. | 
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Webb Receives Covington Scholarship 

Anse Webb (et), a 2010 graduate Noxapater High Schoo, the recipient ofthe WR. Cov 
ington Scholarship at East Central Community College in Decatur. The award was presented 
during the annual AT&T Scholarship Awards Luncheon held July 20 in Mabry Memorial Cafete- 
a ann nafecgncbiet i 00D sooth Prep Career Center Director Romonica 
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Frey Receives Dickerson Scholarship 

Sophomore Stewart Frey (left) of Nanih Waiya is the recipient of the Opal McMullan Dick- 
erson Scholarship at East Central Community College in Decatur. The award was presented 
during the annua! AT&T Scholarship Awards Luncheon heid July 20 in Mabry Memorial Cafe- 
teria. She is pictured with ECCC academic counselor Lanette Hanna following the program. 
This scholarship was established by the Marion McMullan family in memory of their daughter, 
Opal. (EC Photo) 
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Hathorn Receives Dr. Austin Boggan Scholarship 
Erin Hathom (left), a 2010 graduate of Louisville High School, is the recipient of the Dr. 
Austin P. Boggan Scholarship at East Central Community College in Decatur. The award was 
presented during the annual AT&T Scholarship Awards Luncheon held July 20 in Mabry 
Memorial Cafeteria. This scholarship was established in 1998 by friends and family of the late 
Dr. Boggan, a Decatur physician for more than 40 years. It is awarded each year to a fresh- 
man pre-medicine major. Pictured with the recipient are Dr. Boggan’s widow, Iris Boggan (cen- 
ter), and his granddaughter, Natalie Boggan May (right). (EC Photo) 
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Cast members for East Central 
Community College’s presentation 
of “Smoke on the Mountain,” 
include, from left, front, Lindsay 
Gibbs of Forest, Shelby Hall and 
Summer Richardson, both of Union; 
Kelsey Hill of Nanih Waiya, Haleigh 
Parker of Foxworth, Nickie Farmer 


‘Smoke on the Mountain’ cast 








Shubuta; back, Josh Jarriel of Phila- 
delphia, Jo-Jo Grimes and Mark 
Gross, both of Union, Dustin Cullen 
of Carthage and Scott Rivers of 
Union. The dinner theater produc- 
tion is set for 7 p.m. Nov. 4-6 in Ma- 
bry Memorial Cafeteria in Decatur. 
Tickets are $15 and may be reserved 


of Hickory and Sydney Mosley of by telephoning 601-635-6215. 
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ECCC 5K Winner , 2 
Jesse Vaughn, right, of Decatur took top: jonors 
the annual East Central Community College 5K 
Run held October 2 as part of homecoming activi- 
ties. Nina Labue of Decatur was the overall female 
winner. Dr. Phillip Crenshaw, (left) ECCC social 


instructor, served as race director, - 
science mstrv ’ EC photo 
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Buckley Presented All-American Award 
East Central Community College standout softball 
player Kasie Buckley (left) of Little Rock is shown 
receiving a framed certificate from head coach Scott 
Hill in recognition of her selection as an NJCAA 
Division I All-American following the Lady Diamond 
Warriors’ championship 2010 season. The presenta- 
tion was made during halftime of ECCC’s football 
game with Jones County on October 14. Buckley, a 
freshman shortstop/pitcher, was chosen on the 12- 
member All-American squad as a utility player. She 
also received Most Valuable Offensive Player honors 
during the national tournament held in Normal, Til. 
The Newton County High School product finished the 
season with a .475 average and had 13 home runs, 
three triples, 21 doubles, and 55 RBIs. She also posted 
a 16-3 record in the pitcher’s circle with a 2.30 ERA. 
EC photo 


NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 

SCOTT COUNTY TIMES _ 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL  _y 

CLARION-LEDGER _ 


Bluegrass oat DOs cone are > highit mi ied. 


Dinner theater opening at EC 


Traditional and blue 
grass gospel songs and 
stories of faith and beliefs 
provide the setting for the 
Rast Central Community 
College Players’ dinner 
theater production of 
“Smoke on the Mountain” 
by Constance Ray, sched- 
uled at 7 p.m. Nov. 4-6, in 
Mabry Memorial Cafeteria 
on the Decatur campus. 

Set in the 1930s, this 
musieal tale introduces 
the singing Sanders fami- 
ly, who perform their tra- 
ditional and blue grass 
gospel songs for members 
of the Mount Pleasant 
Baptist Church in Mount 
Pleasant, N.C. 

Pastor Mervin 
Oglethorpe welcomes fam- 
ily members to the church, 
where their individual sto- 
ries and beliefs are shared 
during the concert, The 


audience serves as mem- 
bers of the congregation. 

The presentation 
includes. a pleasant mix- 
ture of energetic rousing 
numbers, plaintive hymns 
and soulful praise songs. 
Selections vary from the 
widely known, such as 
“Wouldn't Take Nothing 
from My Journey Now” 
and “lll Fly Away,” to the 
more obscure songs, such 
as “Filling Station.” 

‘The presentation of 
the characters’ faith and 
beliefs “is inspiring and 
personal, yet never 
preachy,” according to a 
synopsis of the play. 

Cast members and 
their respective home- 
towns include Josh Jarriel 
of Philadeiphia, as Mervin 
Oglethorpe; Shelby Hall as 
Miss:, Maude, Summer 
Richardson as Miss Millie, 


Mark Gross as_ Burl 


Sanders, Seott Rivers as 
Stanley Sanders and Jo-Jo 
Grimes as Baby Brother, 
all of Union; Lindsey 
Gibbs of Forest, as Miss 
Myrtle; Sydney Mosley of 
Shubuta, as June 
Sanders; Kelsey Hill of 
Nanih Waiya, as Vera 
Sanders; Haleigh Parker 
of Foxworth, as Denise 
Sanders; Dustin Cullen of 
Carthage, as Dennis 
Sanders; Brandon Boulton 
of Newton, as Cousin Earl; 
Nikki Farmer as Cousin 
Grace and Jodiee Lawson 
as Cousin Bubba, both of 
Hickory; and Lyndford 
peibel of Lawrence, as 
Cousin Willy. Joan 
Grimes serves as director. 

The menu for each 
night's performance 
includes. sliced brisket, 
fried chicken breast, 
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“smashed” potatoes, 
green beans, glazed car- 
rots, cornbread/rolls, 
assorted cheesecake, 
pecan and apple pie, and 
tea and coffee. 

Tickets are $15 and 
ean be reserved by calling 
the College Switchboard, 
601-635-6215. 
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ECCC Players present ‘Smoke 
on the Mountain’ Nov. 4-6 


special to The Star 


Traditional and blue grass gospel songs 
and stories of faith and beliefs provide the 
setting for the East Central Community 
College Players’ dinner theater production 
of “Smoke on the Mountain” by Constance 
Ray, scheduled at 7 p.m. Nov. 4-6, in Mabry 
Memorial Cafeteria on the Decatur 
campus. 

Set in the 1930s, this musical4ale intro- 
duces the singing Sanders family, who per- 
form their traditional and blue grass gospel 
songs for members of the Mount Pleasant 
Baptist Church in Mount Pleasant, N.C. 
Pastor Mervin Oglethorpe welcomes 
family members to the church, where their 
individual stories and beliefs are shared 
during the concert. The audience serves as 
members of the congregation. 

The presentation includes a pleasant 
mixture of energetic rousing numbers, 
plaintive hymns and soulful praise songs. 
Selections vary from the widely known, 
such as “Wouldn't Take Nothing from My 
Journey Now” and “I'll Fly Away,” to the 
more obscure songs, such as “Filling Sta- 
tion.” 

The presentation of the characters’ faith 
and beliefs “is inspiring and personal, yet 
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never preachy,” according to a synopsis of 
the play. 

Cast members and their respective 
hometowns include Josh Jarriel of Philadel- 
phia, as Mervin Oglethorpe; Shelby Hall as 
Miss Maude, Summer Richardson as Miss 
Millie, Mark Gross as Burl Sanders, Scott 
Rivers as Stanley Sanders and Jo-Jo Grimes 
as Baby Brother, all of Union; Lindsey 
Gibbs of Forest, as Miss Myrtle; Sydney 
Mosley of Shubuta, as June Sanders; 
Kelsey Hill of Nanih Waiya, as Vera 
Sanders; Haleigh Parker of Foxworth, as 
Denise Sanders; Dustin Cullen of 
Carthage, as Dennis Sanders; Brandon 
Boulton of Newton, as Cousin Earl: Nikki 
Farmer as Cousin Grace and Jodiee 
Lawson as Cousin Bubba, both of Hickory; 
and Lyndford Seibel of Lawrence, as 
Cousin Willy. 

Joan Grimes serves as director. 

The menu for each night’s performance 
includes sliced brisket, fried chicken 
breast, “smashed” potatoes, green beans, 
glazed carrots, cornbread/rolls, assorted 
cheesecake, pecan and apple pie, and tea 
and coffee. 

Tickets are $15 and can be reserved by 
calling the college switchboard at (601) 
635-6215, 


NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 
WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL 

CLARION-LEDGER 





were welcomed into Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta 
society for two-year colleges, during the 
2010. in the Vickers Fine Arts Center on 
Matthew Wiseman of Newton, 
Braxton of Union, Sophia F. Riley of Philadelphia, 
Breshawn Calita McNeal of Ne 
Walgamott, Phi Theta Kappa MS/ 
instructor Kate € 
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a Kappa Inductees... These East Central Community College students 


ECCC’s Phi Thet | . 
Kappa, the international hono! 


fall induction ceremony held Sunday, Oct. 10, 
the Decatur campus. From left are Bryan 
Brittany Hope Brown 4f Decatur, Richard Colin 
Angela Dee Cruz of Union, 
wion and Dustin Marcus Cushman of Forest. Amy A. 
LA Regional Coordinator, was guest speaker. Speech 
‘ovich serves as Theta Xi advisor. (EC Photo) 
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NEWTON COUNTY APF aarins Pope Selected ECCC Pageant 

, inners... Ava Marie Adkins (fifth from 

SPIRIT OF MORTON __ jeft) of Union and John Clifton Pope 

MERIDIAN STAR (sixth from left) of Philadelphia were 

—— erowned Most Beautiful and Most 

Handsome, respectively, at East Central 
Community College Tuesday, Oct. 26, 
following pageant activities held on the 
Decatur campus. Those selected beauties 
and beaus included (from left) Ashley 
Amis and Tyler Barrett, both of Decatur: 
Brennan Graves of Lena, Sarah Breland 
of Philadelphia; Adkins, Pope, 
Donnatello Pittman of Lake, Summer 
Alexander of Little Rock, Matthew 
Griffin of Union and Mary Margaret 
Kirk of Noxapater. (EC Photo) 
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Chief Martin remembered 


Native American Club officers and sponsors at East Central Community 
College are shown with a bench the organization purchased in memory of 
the late Mississippi Band of Choctaws Chief Phillip Martin. Inscribed on 
the bench, prominently displayed on the Decatur campus, are the following 
words: “Before the road of education was paved with gold, it was all dirt 
and gravel, but with the vision of Chief Phillip Martin, now it is a better 
road to travel. Yakoki Chief Martin.” ECCC posthumously honored Chief 
Martin with a Lifetime Achievement Award during homecoming activities 
held Saturday, Oct. 2. Seated from left are Nigel Allen of Carthage, NAC 
president; Anistasia Nickey of Philadelphia, vice president; and Brennan 
Graves of Lena, chaplain. Standing from left are Leslie Hughes, director of 
library services and Native American Club sponsor; Monte Issac of 
Philadelphia, treasurer; Crystal Frazier of Conehatta, secretary; and 
Elizabeth Minter, librarian and Native American Club sponsor. 
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These former members of East 
Central Community College’s 
Gospel Choir are shown prior to 
their homecoming weekend per- 
formance in recognition of the 
group’s 25th reunion. Pictured are 
(first row, from left) Kathy Sanders, 
Lake; Sharon Anderson, Carthage; 
Kimberly Trotter, Union; Yolanda 
Smith, Quitman; Dwayne Evans, 
Newton; Adrin Gordon, Meridian; 
Shalene S. Walker and Annie Brown, 
both of Forest; and La Tonya Hoye 
and Dianne Thames, both of 
Decatur; and Mrs. Brenda K. 
Johnson of Lawrence, Gospel Choir 
sponsor; and (back row, from left) 
the Rev. Marcus Mann, Brandon; 
Nichie Pittman-Gray, Lake; Subrina 
Hall of Amy Johnson, both of 
Carthage; Monica Patrick, Decatur; 
Terance Anderson, Carthage; LeVar 
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EC Gospel Choir reunion — 
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Robinson, Morton; Shemeka 
Cleveland, Decatur; and Natasha 
Foster, Philadelphia. Mayor James 
Young of Philadelphia was guest 
speaker. Special entertainment was 
provided by the Scott County Youth 
Mass Choir. Other program partici- 
pants included Monya Fletcher of 
Morton, director, Scott County 
Youth Mass Choir and introduction 
of master of ceremonies; the Rev. 
Marcus Mann, master of cere- 
monies, devotion and benediction; 
ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin, 
welcome; Kathy Sanders, occasion; 
Sharon Anderson, introduction of 
encouragement speaker; Terance 
Anderson and Shemeka Cleveland, 
presentation; and Mrs. Brenda K. 
Johnson remarks. The reunion pro- 
gram was held Oct. 3 in the Vickers 
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Ep, sihbvo nm 
Members.. Midler 
of Alpha Alpha 


Epsilon, “The | 
Engineers” at East 


Central Community 
College in Decatur 
for 2010-11 include 
(first row, from left) 
Justin Cain, 
Louisville; Pierre 
Miranda, Morton; 
Jeremy Pilgrim, 
Carthage; Chad 
Mangum, Aberdeen; 
James Cumberland, 
Union; (second row, 


weeKor || “| me 





from left) Andy Gibbs, Forest; Hayden Weaver, Decatur; Trey 
Herrington, Union; Dustin Cullen, Carthage; and (back row, from left) 
Robin Fulton, advisor/math, instructor; Josh Jerriel, Philadelphia; Chance 
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k, C ze; Anthony Loper, Union; and Haywood Reeves, advi- 
sor/math instructor. (EC Photo) 
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ECCC Collegians to 
present concert Nov. 15 


once again be rocking to the 
will present their fall campus 
concert Monday, Nov. 15, The 
free program begins at 8 p.m. in 
Huff Auditorium. 

The rock ‘n’ roll band will 


Kesha, Blake Shelton and many 
more artists. 

Group members and their 
respective high schools include 
vocalists Ava Marie Adkins and 
Bailee Viverette, both of Union: 
and Tyler Barrett, Jessy 
Harrison, Tiffany Spence, Richie 
Ferguson and Monica Vincent, 
all of Newton County; rhythm 
section members Jordan Vance 
(lead guitar) and Brandon 
Boulton (keyboards), both of 
Newton County; Colby “Rico” 
Horton (bass), Neshoba Central; 
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Travis Smallwood (drumset), 
West Lauderdale; Stacy Willis 
(auxiliary percussion), Union; 


and Tyler Yates (trombone), 
Newton County; and technicians 
Alex Chappell, Union; Justin 
Hisaw, Louisville; Danny Smith, 
Carthage; Dale Alberts, West 
Lauderdale; and DJ Harris and 
Cole Stanley, both of Sumrall. 
Thomas W. Carson serves as 


director and also plays rhythm 
oo 


As ES. en 
tact Thomas’ W. Carson, 601- 
635-6228 or call toll free, 877- 
462-3222, ext. 228. 
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The East Central Community 
College Student Art Association is 
offering a Christmas print as a 
fundraiser for the association and to 
benefit Stop Spinal Muscular 
Atrophy. Prints are hand-colored, 
limited edition linocuts, signed, 
numbered, matted, shrink-wrapped 
and ready to fit in 12-inch by 14-inch 
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Art association fund raiser 


WEEK OF 





frames. Cost of each print is $15. 
Deadline for purchase is Monday, 
Nov. 29. Information on Stop SMA 
may be found at www.stopsma.org. 
For more information telephone 
Chris Brady at 601-635-6229 or, toll 
free, 877-462-3222, ext. 229 or e-mail 
cbrady@eccc.edu. 
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Receives scholarship 


Christy Camp, left, of the Nevill community in Neshoba 
County is a recent recipient of the Stella Weathersby New- 
some Scholarship presented at East Central Community 
College in Decatur. This scholarship is given in honor of 
Stella Weathersby Newsome, who served ECCC as a liter- 
ature instructor and in other capacities for 30 years. Camp, 
a 47-year-old medical coding major, received the honor from 
Randall Lee, right, vice president for student services. 
Camp is a member of Theta Xi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, 
the international honor society for two-year colleges and Phi 
Beta Lambda. The career-technical student is a 1980 grad- 
uate of Union High School and is in her sophomore year 
after attending college at ECCC for the very first time. She 
previously worked in sales and marketing. She has two chil- 
dren and three grandchildren. Nontraditional student tuition 
scholarships are provided to students age 23 or older who 
meet the scholarship guidelines. For more information, con- 
tact Randall Lee in Student Services, 601-635-2111 or call 
toll free, 877-462-3222, ext. 375. The e-mail address is 
rlee @eccc.edu. (EC Photo) 


APPEARED IN: 


CARTHAGINIAN | 
NEWTON COUNTY APPEAL 
SPIRIT OF MORTON 
MERIDIAN STAR 





nmr 








Nit LEIA | Wa 
WEEK OF |SWEM'Y 


fr 4 
\ Fi Fi 
La 
a 


NESHOBA DEMOCRAT v 
SCOTT COUNTY TIMES 


WINSTON COUNTY JOURNAL _ 


CLARION-LEDGER 


WEEK OF \ UV CEH 





Fy 
o ve, 
7 r 
Px > * 
- j ae ee es = | « me . 
ys fae 2 _ * n — ms, fs ts, =—- 4 1 
= be ad 1y' , .*e ez “ee , 4 " ri rm Na 
7 —_ as 
' Ort teat SIE sda 
. ~ a - - 4-2 = 


4dkins, Pope selected ECCC pageant winners 
Ava Marie Adkins, fifth from left, of Union and John Clifton Pope, sixth from left, of Philadel- 
phia were crowned Most Beautiful and Most Handsome, respectively, at East Central Com- 
munity College Tuesday, Oct. 26, following pageant activities held on the Decatur campus. 
Those selected beauties and beaus included, from left, Ashley Amis and Tyler Barrett, both 
of Decatur; Brennan Graves of Lena; Sarah Breland of Philadelphia; Adkins, Pope, Don- 
natello Pittman of Lake, Summer Alexander of Little Rock, Matthew Griffin of Union and 
Mary Margaret Kirk of Noxapater. (EC Photo) 
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ECCC Concert Choir performance features 


The Christmas cele- 
bration gets an early 
start at East Central 
Community College, 
where the College's 
Concert Choir is prepar- 
ing for its annual fall 
concert of holiday music 
scheduled at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 18, 
2010. 


This ye 
will be ar at Clarke. 
Venable Baptist Church 
in Decatur, to accommo- 
date the approximately 
70 members of the tal- 
ented group, directed by 
music instructor Vicki 
Cee There is no 
charge for admission. 

Providing accompani- 
ment will be music 
instructors Len Bobo on 
organ and Natalie 
Emmons on piano, and 
the ECCC Percussion 
Ensemble, 

“Our concert this year 
will include both secular 
and sacred. selections 


along with some won- 
Christmas 


derful | 
music,” said Blaylock. 


“We hope to fill the 






church to overflowing. 
Selections includ 


Hallelujah, Amen from 


“Judas Maccabaeus” by 
Handel; Shout Glory by 
Smith: Gloria! by Court- 
ney; Candelight Carol 
by Rutter; Angels in 
Seven by Kern; The 
First Noel by Forrest; I 
Wish You Christmas by 
Rutter; and Personent 
Hodie by Kern. 
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Gibbs, Morton; Marissa 
Gordy and Tamara 
McPhail, both of East 
Rankin Academy; Kelsi 
Hill, Nanih Waiya; 
Courtney Mackey, West 
Lauderdale; and Liz 
Withers, Neshoba Cen- 

tral; altos Ava Marie 
Tins and Summer 
Richardson, both of 
Union; Anna Alexan- 
der, a home-schooled 


ff ¥ 
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student from Little 


Engle, Ellen 
Jessy Harrison, 
Hennington, Heather 
Hogue, Jenny Holyfield, 
Melody Mann, Andrea 

McSwain and Tiffany 
Sims, all of Newton 
County; Tiffany Benson 


and Megan Sharp, both 


of Neshoba Central; 


Jessica 


Cherry, 
Carthage; Hannah Clay 
and Laura Gunn, both 
of Lake; Brittany Harri- 

son, Forest and Jeri Lyn 
Crosby, Scott Central; 
tenors Brandon Boulton 
and Ryan Gillis, both of 
Newton County; 

Matthew Dempsey, 
Louisville; Colby Har- 
vey, Newton County 
Academy; Zack Hutson, 


~ 
\ 


Concert choir mem- 
bers and their respec- 
tive high schools include 
sopranos Morgan Bai- 
ley and Nicole Franklin, 
both of Philadelphia; 
Brittany Bobo, Union; 
Auger Cannon, North- 


; Haile 
Dunavant, Foniaki Gal 
, ting hed Joiner, 
Kline, Court- 
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holiday favorites 


McComb; Alvin John- 
eye J ames Sr 
bot arthage; Chris 

Johnson, Wingfield; 
Chad Mangum, Oak 
Hill Academy; and 
Chris Spence, Lake; and 
basses Tyler Barrett, 
Richard Ferguson, Cole 
Harris, Kirby Keith, 
Jason Mann, Tyler 
Reeves, Cody Strait and 
Tyler Yates, all of New- 


ton County; Mark Gross 
and Austin Jay, both of 
Union; Tyler Comans, 
Sebastopol; and Josh 
Jarriel, Neshoba Cen- 
tral. 


For more information 
on the College’s Concert 
Choir, contact Vicki 
Blaylock, director, 601- 
635-6225 or call toll 
free, 877-462-3222, ext. 
225. The e-mail address 
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The Collegians of East Central Community College will present their fall campus concert Monday at 8 p.m. in 
Huff Auditorium in Decatur. There is no charge for admission. The rock ‘n’ roll band will perform hits by Carrie 
Underwood, Mike Poser, Kesha, Blake Shelton and many more artists. Members and their respective high 
schools include (front row, from left) technicians Alex Chappell, Union; Justin Collins, Scott Central; DJ Harris, 
Sumrall; Robert Hisaw, Louisville; Cole Stanley, Sumrall; and Danny Smith, Carthage; and Dale Alberts, West 
Lauderdale: (second row, from left) vocalists Tyler Barrett, Newton County; Ava Marie Adkins, Union; Jessy 
Harrison, Tiffany Spence, Richie Ferguson and Monica Vincent, all of Newton County; and Bailee Viverette, 
Union; and (back row, from left) rhythm section members Jordan Vance (lead guitar), Newton County; Colby 
“Rico” Horton (bass), Neshoba Central; Travis Smallwood (drumset), West Lauderdale; Brandon Boulton 
(keyboards), Newton County; Stacy Willis (auxiliary percussion), Union; and wind section members Graylon 
Foster (trumpet), ‘elon Bobby Branning (trumpet), West Lauderdale; Ruby McCurdy (trumpet), Carthage; 


Audrey Cannon (mel 
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| in; and Tyler Yates (tre jf 
serves as director and also plays rhythm and acoustic guitar for the group. 


ne), Newton County. Thomas W. Carson 
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nembers of East Central Community College 's Theta, Chi. har apter 
Beta a Lambe! an organization for business students, participated in t 
PBL Fall Leadership' Conference held recently on the Decatur canipen: 
Approximately. 70 students representing PBL chapters throughout the state 
ed tr 1e-day event, which included various worke hops and networking 
opportunities among members. Seated from jeft are indy Parker and Ryan 
Gillis, both of Newton; Chance Hall, Forest: and Alexis Graham, Philadelphia. 
Standing | from left are Belinda Alexander, Rachel Alexander and Nicole Ferguson, 
all of Philadelphia; and Mia Claiborne and Bryan Wiseman, both of Newton. 
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Beauties 





ECCC Top Ten Beauties 
These young ladies were selected Top Ten Beauties at East Central | 





Vesedini GEL, Milshing pngperk:acthiies held.cu-the Decete Cormcun. Rica al | 
Raychal Reed of Louisville, Danielle Pierce of Union, Ashley Amis of Decatur, Sarah Breland of 
ee eamatinae net Ae coracicainee Margaret . Noxapater 
and LaTia Peavy of Carthage. (EC Photo) ii — 
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Wins awards 


information on owning and operating a business was recently presented to students at 
the Philadelphia/Neshoba County Career-Technical Center by members of East Central 
Community College’s Theta Chi Chapter of Phi Beta Lambda, an organization for busi- 
ness students. Students in Bethany Lucas’ business and computer technology class 
used the information to create an idea for a new business. The class was divided into 
groups and challenged to design advertisements for the various businesses, which 
ranged from a cupcake shop to a music store. Shown with their award-winning adver- 
tsement for the music shop, “Hardcore Encore,” are class members , from left, Whitney 
Cumberland, Crystal Wilson and Summer Ramsey. At right is ECCC Phi Beta Lambda 
member Alexis Graham of Philadelphia. 
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Ac’cents slate fall concert 

The Ac’cents, East Central Community College’s 
show choir, will present its free, fall concert at 7 
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 2, in the Vickers Fine Arts Cen- 
ter auditorium in Decatur. 

For more information, telephone Vicki Blaylock, 
601-635-6340, or, toll free, 877-462-3222, ext. 340, 


or e-mail vblaylock@eccc.edu. 
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The Ac'cents, East Central Community College's 
Show Choir, will present their fall concert at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 2, 2010, in the Vickers Fine Arts 
Center auditorium on the Decatur campus. There is 
no charge for admission. Selections include | Gotta 
Feeling by The Black-Eyed Peas; I See You from the 
movie Avatar; Higher Ground by Stevie Wonder; 
The Climb by Miley Cyrus; and No Air by Jordan 
Sparks and Chris Brown. Ac'cents members and 
their respective high school include (front row, from 
left) Tiffany Spence, Newton County; Matthew 
Dempsey, Louisville; Monica Vincent, Newton 
County; Laura Gunn, Lake; and Brandon Boulton 
and Jessy Harrison, both of Newton County; and 
(standing from left) Cody Strait and Polly Vaughn, 


APPEARED IN: both of Newton County; Zack Hutson, McComb; 
and Tyler Barrett, Courtney Lanier and Richard 
CARTHAGINIAN | Ferguson, all of Newton County, ECCC music 


~ instructor Vicki Blaylock serves as director. Josh /EMOCRAT 
NEWTON COUNTY APPEA| Jarriel of Philadelphia and Austin Jay of Union NTY TIMES 


serve ac cannd technicians. (EC Photo) 
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‘Displaying their award-winning advertise- 
ment for “Cupcake LaMode” are the above 
business and computer technology stu- 
dents at the Philadelphia/Neshoba County 

_ Career-Technical Center, who participated 

in a Free Enterprise Project sponsored by 
fee East Central Community College’s Theta 

weeee| Chi Chapter of Phi Beta Lambda, an organi- 
zation for business students. Phi Beta 

Lambda members presented information on 

owning and operating a business to the 

| career-technical students in Bethany 

Lucas’ class, who were divided into groups 

and challenged to design an advertisement 

| for a business they created. The business 

“creations” ranged from a cupcake shop to 

| amusic store. From left are Courtney 

Nowell, Amber Kay and Reagan Thomas. At 

right is ECCC Phi Beta Lambda member 

Alexis Graham of Philadelphia. 
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ECCC Gospel Choir 

Above are members of East Central Community College’s Gospel Choir who are shown prior to their annual fall concert 
held Wednesday, Noy. 17, 2010, in the Vickers Fine Arts Center auditorium on the Decatur campus. Pictured are (first row, 
from left) James Latiker, Carthage; Persephiney Wingo, Morton; Oshima McKee, Newton: Racheal Day, Philadelphia; 
Chrissy White, Carthage; Kycia Carter, Philadelphia; Chris Johnson, Jackson: Brecia Hornesbuger, Louisville; Shelton 
Banks, Lena; Chris Evans, Meridian; Carollyn Young, Philadelphia; Javossiva Walker and Danielle Brown, both of 
Newton; and Luvetrius McBeath, Philadelphia; (second row, from left) Kiery Stribling, Philadelphia; Deshawn Harris, 
Butler, Ala.; Chris Thames, Decatur; Keith Phillips, Carthage; Reggie Davis and A. J, Mapp, both of Decatur; Carnell Gray, 
Quitman, Charles Ford, Waynesboro; Tom Jackson, Louisville; Alvin Johnson, Carthage; Juanita Sims, Rose Hill; Raven 
Ball, Louisville; and Bianca Thomas, Forest; (third row, from left) Donnatello Pittman, Lake; Alonzo Oliphant, Louisville: 
JaDarious Tillman, Hickory; Gabriella Evans, Newton; Corsica Carter, Noxapater; Jessica Rushing, Pachuta: Tiffany 
Sims, Decatur, Shyann Pittman, Lake; Shantesha Hall and I’Oshore May, both of Carthage; and Shanna Mann, Walnut 
Grove; and (fourth row, from left) Brittany Parker, Decatur; Sharon O'Neal, DeKalb; Chadeidra Hunt, Philadelphia; Kierra 
Ealy, Morton; Asia Tingle, Newton; Andrea McSwain, Decatur; and Jasmine Battle, Pulaski. Mrs. Brenda K. Johnson of 
Lawrence serves as sponsor. (EC Photo) 
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EC students ‘care’ 


These East Central Community College stu- 
dents representing Theta Chi Chapter of Phi 
Beta Lambda are shown presenting various items 
to Diane Mills, community coordinator for the 
Care Lodge Domestic Violence Shelter, Inc., 
located in Meridian. The presentation was made 
prior to Mills’ remarks on domestic violence held 
recently in the Vickers Fine Arts Center. From 


WEEK OF |” 
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left are Chris Cremeen of Philadelphia, Lisa Jay 
and Bryan Wiseman, both of Newton; Victoria 
Pierce, Union; Mindy Parker, Newton; Alexis 
Graham, Philadelphia; Kimberly Ramsey of 
Carthage, Joe Morgan of Newton and Ms. Mills. 
Phi Beta Lambda is an organization for business 
students. ) 
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East Central Communuity College Wall O’ Sound Marching Band 
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ECCC BAPTIST STUDENT UNION MEMBERS" 





Baptist Student Union members at East Central Community College in Decatur include (first row, from left) Brennan Graves, 
Lena; Matt Griffin, Union; Justin Cain and Laura Thornton Elliott, both of Louisville; Ava Marie Adkins, Union; Laura Gunn, 
Forest; Meredith McKee, Philadelphia; Marissa Gordy, Hillsboro; Sami Elkins, Lena; Clint Reynolds, Philadelphia; and Cody 
Strait, Hickory; (second row, from left) Brian Hancock, Philadelphia; Cody Harrell, Forest; Alex Chappell, Union; Owen Turcotte, 
Philadelphia; Dustin Cullen, Carthage; Zack Hutson, McComb; Chad Mangum, Aberdeen; Keith Phillips, Carthage; Evan 
Humphries, Louisville; DeShawn Harris, Butler, Ala.; and Frank “Chicken Man” Burkes, Carthage; (third row, from left) Terrence 
Hill, Cody Spence and Daniel Stribling, all of Philadelphia; Scott Rivers, Union; Josh Jarrriel, Philadelphia; Matthew Dempsey, 
Louisville; James Cumberland, Sebastopol; Austin Lee, Forest; John Blount, Philadelphia; and Cody Crenshaw, assistant BSU 
director; and (fourth row, from left) Scott Vaughn, BSU director; Jennifer Moore-Pope, Forest; Beverly Stokes, Philadelphia; 
Lindsey Miller, Decatur; Lindsey Bishop, Sebastopol; Anna Alexander, Little Rock; Nicole Franklin, Philadelphia; Polly Vaughn, 
Decatur; Audrey Cannon, Flowood; Erica Jci..sen, Philadelphia; Lydia Cook, Meridian; and Katelyn Jordan, Louisville. 
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ENTERPRISE PROJECT WINNER 


Information on owning and 
operating a business was 
recently presented to students 
at the Philadelphia/Neshoba . 
County Career-Technical 
‘Center by members of East 
Central Community College’s 
Theta Chi Chapter of Phi Beta 
Lambda, an organization for 
business students. Students 
in Bethany Lucas’ business 
and computer technology 
class used the information to 
create an idea for a new busi- 
ness. The class was divided | 
into groups and challenged to 
design advertisements for the 
various businesses, which 
ranged from a cupcake shop 
to a music store. Shown with 
their award-winning advertise- 
ment for the music shop, ' 
“Hardcore Encore,” areclass — 
members, from left, Whitney 
Cumberland, Crystal Wilson 
and Summer Ramsey. At right 
is ECCC Phi Beta Lambda 
member Alexis Graham of 
Philadelphia. 
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ECCC 
Warrior 
Corps 
Members 


These East Central Commu- 
nity College students from 
Scott County were recently 
selected for the Warrior 
Corps, a select group that 
assists in recruiting and 
serves as hosts and host- 
ess for various events on 
the Decatur campus. Joining 
the prestigious organization 
are (first row, from left) 
Kiswana Burnside, Hannah 
Clay and Antrisa Butler, all 
of Lake; and (back row, from 
left) Ben Reiss, Forest: and Kayla Stevenson and Lindsay Gibbs, both of Morton, ECCC staff members Lanette “a 





and Romonica Evans serve as sponsors, (EC Photo) 
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cents aie Third in | : 7 

es of Newton placed third in the Mr. and “Miss Baptist 

Student Union Pageant held during the Fall 2010 Retreat at 

Jackson State University. At right is Gospel Choir member 

Donnatello Pittman of Lake, who was also a pageant contest- 

ant, Mrs. Brends K. pene of Lawrence serves as gospel 
SC Phote) ae Ieuan te ANT 
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ECCC homecoming court 

Members of the 2010 East Central Commu- 
nity College homecoming court included, from 
left, front, freshman maids, Ashlee Lee, Forest; 
Madison Nowell, Louisville; Nicole Bounds, New- 





ton, Ava Marie A ikins; Union; queen, Emily Ha- 
thorn; Louisville, maid of honor, Anna Alexan- 
ae Lae oe homore maids, Meredith Mc- 
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Kee; Philadelphia, Ariel Doggett, Edinburg; Lind- 
sey Bishop, Sebastopol; back, escorts Austin Lee, 
Forest; Caleb Kelly, Noxapater; Justin Adcock, 
Conehatta; Colby Little, Little Rock; Alvin John- 
son, Carthage; Matt Griffin, Union; Joel McKee, 
Philadelphia; Colby Horton, Union; and Josh Jar- 
riel, Philadelphia. 
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Siaiac Tishaa nis Ceehalie 

“sos begin their new careers are the above graduates of East Central Community 
College’s Surgical Technology program, who were recognized during the annual al a 
mony held Thursday, ee 
pak seca does aye , « | 





left) Jimmy Andrews, De ; Codi tin Stewart, both of | 
Sane agers ) 
the pinning ceremony. Sims was also Surgical T | of the 

Neo pe ticipating in the pinning ceremony were ECCC President Dr. Phil A. Sutphin and Vice 
| fr Instruction Dr Lavinia Sparkman. Graduate Joyunius Miller gave the invocation. 
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EC students named to Whos Who 

These East Central Community College students from Neshoba County were recently 
named to Who’s Who Among Students in American Junior Colleges for 2010-11, Students 
are chosen for the prestigious honor based on their academic achievement and involvement 
in extracurricular clubs and organizations. Front row, from left, are Abbie Joiner, Paige 
| on and Lauren Nicholas and back row, are Walter Stinson, Sara Breland, Mered- 
ith McKee and John Biount, all of Philadelphia. (EC Photo) 
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Wn 2° Sur Nant W's Wo | 
These Centra Community College sophomores from Winston County were recently | 
fess alba ri iaiearapti eon a: in i ed 

ne canta cts rts on et nen or oh 

€ ricular clu meu hon From left are Tyler Dalton, eee 

Nan oe May Baret Kirk, Noxapater, and Kels = Nanih Waiya. (EC Photo 
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Surgical tech student of year at EC 

Derick Sims (center) of Philadelphia was selected East Central Community College’s Sur- 
gical Technology Student of the Year and received special recognition at the annual pinning 
ceremony held in Thrash Auditorium on the Decatur campus. Sims received the honor from 
program instructors LeAnn Shirley (left) and Kristie Pilgrim. The annual award is presented 
“to the student who all year long has shown a positive attitude and has excelled in the class- 


room as weil as the clinical setting.” Sims was among the 14 students who o compe the 
two-year program. (EC-Photo) 
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ECCC provides ‘Toys for Tots’ 


WEEK OF 


oa 


Christmas dreams will become a reality for many area needy children thanks to the gen- 
erosity of the staff and student body at East Central Community College in Decatur. The Col- 
lege recently participated in the U.S. Marine Corps’ “Toys for Tots” campaign, an annual 
campus project coordinated by the career-technical division. Shown with hundreds of toys 
and other gifts are (standing from left) Wayne Eason, director of workforce education; soph- 
omores Adriana Salgado of Sebastopol, Breshawn McNeal of Newton and Jenny Holyfield 
of Little Rock; and Staff Sergeant Anthony Walker of NAS Meridian, who serves as Toys for 


Tots coordinator for a nine-county area. (EC Photo) 
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Named to Who’s Who Among Students in American Junior Colleges for the 2010-11 term are the above sophomores repre- 
senting East Central Community College in Decatur. Students are chosen for the prestigious honor based on their academic 
achievement and involvement in extracurricular clubs and organizations. Honorees include (first row, from left) Polly Vaughn, 
Decatur; Sami Elkins, Lena; Tamara McPhail, Pelahatchie; Lindsey Bishop, Sebastopol; Celia Boggan, Decatur; Anna Alexan- 
der, Little Rock; Hannah Peoples, Lawrence; Kiswana Burnside, Lake; and Shaquinta ickom, Forest; (second row, from left) 
Ariel Doggett, Carthage; Mary Margaret Kirk, Noxapater; Kimberly Patterson, Lena; Colby Harvey, Lawrence; Jennifer Moore- 
Pope, Forest; Lauren Nicholas, Preston; Abbie Joiner, Philadelphia; Lisa Jay, Newton; and Tina Pittman, Forest; (third row, 
from left) Kelsey Hill and Meredith Jones, both of Nanih Waiya; Laura Gunn, Forest; Jessy Harrison, Little Rock; Monica Vin- 
cent, Decatur; Jenny Holyfield, Little Rock; Anna-Rose Blaylock, Newton; Barbara Rigdon, Little Rock; Mia Claiborne, New- 
ton; and Brittany Brown, Decatur; and (fourth row, from left) Walton Stinson and John Blount, both of Philadelphia; Cole Har- 
ris, Decatur; Matt Griffin, Union; Reggie Davis, Decatur; Meredith McKee, Philadelphia; Tyler Dalton, Louisville; and Sarah 
Breland and Paige Richardson, both of Philadelphia. 
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ECCC names new Warrior Corps members 


New members of the 
Warrior Corps were 
recently selected at 
East Central 
Community College in 
Decatur. 

Students in the 
prestigious group 
assist in recruiting 
and serve as hosts and 
hostesses for various 
campus events. 

New members and 


their respective high 


schools include the fol- 
lowing: 
Ashley Barnett, 


Lerin Pullen, Chelsea 
Rigdon and Bailee 
Viverette, all of Union; 


Tyler Barrett, Nicole 
Bounds, Haley 
Chaney, Whitney 
Clearman, Hailey 
Dunavant, Kirby 
Keith, Katherine 


Kline, Lauren Lurk, 
Jason Mann, Brittany 
Parker, Caleb Raines, 


Katie Reeves, 
Annalyse Thorne, 
Monica Vincent and 
Tyler Yates, all of 
Newton County; 
Brittany Brown, 
Newton County 
Academy; Kiswana 
Burnside, Antrisa 


Butler, Hannah Clay 
and Kelsey Shaw, all 


of Lake; Brittany 
Burton, Bailey 
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These East Central Community College students from Winston County were recently selected for 
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the Warrior Corps, a select group that assists in recruiting and serves as hosts and hostesses for var- 
ious events on the Decatur campus. From left are Alise Webb, Noxapater; and Brittany Burton, 
Raychal Reed and Bailey Hartness, all of Louisville. ECCC staff members Lanette Hanna and 
Romonica Evans serve as sponsors, 


Hartness and Raychal Vance, 


Reed, all of Winston 
Academy; Lindsey 
Gibbs and Kayla 
Stevenson, both of 
Morton; Chance Hall 
and Audrianna 
Walker, both of Forest; 
Alvin Johnson, and 
LaTia Peavey, both of 
Carthage; Channing 
Kinard, Philadelphia; 
Courtney Mackey, 
West Lauderdale; Ben 
Reiss, Scott Central; 
Ben Stewart, 
Grenada; Jordan 
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Trinity ECCC staff members 
Episcopal, Natchez; Lanette Hanna and 
and Alyse Webb, Romonica Evans serve 
Noxapater. as sponsors. 
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East Central Community Conde the Depatur'cammpext | 


tennis teams captured their first Vic — 


tories of the young season by defeat- 
ing Holmes Community College in 
matches held Thursday, Feb. 18 on 





The Warriors blitzed the Bulldogs 
94) and the Lady Warriors cruised, 7- 
z: | 


In men's singles, Colton Amis 
defeated Tye Steele (6-2, 7-5), Will 
Marston clipped Joseph Dees (6-3,7- 
5); Zac White beat Chris. Houghton 
(61, 6-3); Jason Hancock shut out 


Jerry Armold (6-0, 6-0), Dee Walker 
beat Josh Pinkard (7-5, 60) and 
Richie Ferguson cruised past Tanner 
McGraw (0-1, 6-0). 

In men’s doubles, Amis and Walker 
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East Central CC Tennis teams sweep Holmes. 


defeated Steele and Dees 98 (7-5), 
Marston and White cruised past 
Houghton and McGraw (6-1), and 
Hancock and Matt Griffin clipped 
Pinkard and Arnold (8-4). 
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ECCC tennis squads edged by Northeast 


fast Central Community Col- 
lege’s tennis teams dropped a pair 
of 54 decisions to visiting North- 
east Mississippi Community College 
Thursday in the final home matches 
of 2010. 

Prior to the non-division compe- 
tition, special recognition was given 
to the Lady Warrior and Warrior 
sophomores, who include Elise 
Gibbs and Abby McMillan, both of 
Newton; Rachel Ramirez of Forest; 
Colton Amis of Decatur; Dee Walker 


of Hickory; and Nathan Calvert of 
Louisville. 

Gibbs and freshman Ashley Walk- 
er of Union were the lone Lady War- 
rior winners in women’s singles, as 
they defeated Christina Puckett 6-4, 
2 and 10-8 and Joanna Austin 7-6, 
(7-2) and 6-0, respectively. In other 
results, McMillan fell to Alexandra 
Kriss 5-7, 6-2, 7-10; Ramirez lost to 
Cassidy Beasley 6-0, 6-2; Hannah 
Peoples fell to Cassandra Bishop 6- 


3, 6&2: and Sami Elkins of Lena was - 


clipped by Chrisa Holley 6-3, 6-1. 
In women's doubles, Gibbs and 
McMillan edged Kriss/Puckett 9-7 
and Ramirez and Peoples defeated 
Bishop/Holley 8-5. Elkins and Walk- 
er lost their match to 
Beasley/Austin by an 8-1 margin. 
Warriors victorious in singles 
were Amis, who defeated Burt Wilk- 
erson 6-4, 6-2; Will Marston of 
Union, who beat Witt Lucas 3-6, 7-6, 
(7-2), 10-6: Jason Hancock of 
Decatur, who clipped Colin Holley 


6-1, 6-3; and who cruised 
past Josh Bascomb 6-1, 6-1. In other 
results, Richie Ferguson of Decatur 
lost to Matt Murphy 3-6, 2-6; and 
Matt Griffin of Union fell to Ben 
Ford 6-4, 6-3. 

In men's doubles, Amis and Waik- 
er fell to Ferrell/Murphy 8-6; 
Marston and Hancock lost to Wilk- 
erson/Lucas 8-5; and Griffin and 
White were clipped = by 
Bascomb/Ford 9-7, 

Competition fesumes Monday, 
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April 5 at Itawamba Community 
College and continues Tuesday, 
April 6 at Northeast Mississippi 
Community College. Reguiar season 
action concludes Thursday, April 13 
at Copiah-Lincoln Community Col- 
lege. 

The MACIC State Tennis Tourna- 
ment will be held April 15-17 in 
Tupelo, 

Dianne and Pat O'Neill and Kyle 
Watson serve as ECCC tennis 


coaches, 
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tennis 
tryouts 
today 
Tryouts for East Central 
Community College’s ten- 


nis teams for 2010-11 will 
be held today on the 
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2010 ECCC Men’s Tennis: Team 

Members of the 2010 East Central Community College men’s tennis team include (kneeling from left) 
Colton Amis and Darius “Dee” Walker, both from Newton County High School; Will Marston, Union; 
Jason Hancock, Newton County; and Danny Smith, Carthage; and (standing) Zae White, Union; Walter 
Stinson, Neshoba Central; Richie Ferguson, Newton County; Matt Griffin, Union; and Nathan Calvert of 
Louisville, and a product of Neshoba Central High School. Not pictured is Garret Moore of Union. 
Dianne and Patrick O’ Neill and Kyle Watson serve as coaches. 
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Lady Warrior Tennis Team Members 
Members of the 2010 East Central Community College women’s tennis team 
and their respective high schools are (kneeling from left) Hannah Peoples, 
Newton County Academy; Ashley Walker, Union; Anna Alexander, a home- 
schooled student from Little Rock; and Rachel Ramirez, Forest; and (stand- 
ing) Sami Elkins, Forest; Elise Gibbs, Newton County; Aleisha Routh, 
Neshoba Central; and Abby McMillan, Newton County Academy. 
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CARTHAGINIAN 


leat athletes ten neta 
ments for individual academic 
recognition, said Mark Krug, 
NJCAA director of sports infor- 
mation and media relations. 
Regarding the ECCC recog- 
nition, athletic director Chris 
Harris stated, “It’s an honor and 
a privilege to have athletes per- 
form well in the classroom and 
athletically. It’s a refleétion of 
the efforts of our student ath- 
letes, our instructors and our 
coaches that provides opportuni- 
ties for our student athletes as 
Sen rase 
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Team members and their 
respective high schools include 
Morgan Malone, Madison Cen- 
tral; Sierra Farlow, Lauren 
Nicholas, Abbie Joiner, Emily 
Breland and Hailey Chisolm, all 
of Neshoba Central; Summer 
Alexander, Brittney Cochran 
and Kasie Buckley, all of New. 
yaa Olivia Mahes,;East 





NESHOBA DEMOCRAT 


Jones, Enterprise; Taylor Baile, 
Bowie High Schoo), Austin, 
Texas; and Hannah Lee, Leake 
Academy. Managers were Mon- 
ica James of Leake Acatlemy 
ba Sytnny Gia at Nema 
Central. . (ty: ‘) teeyiw 
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cessful season in schoo! history 
by finishing fourth in the 2010 
NJCAA Division I] Softball 
Tournament held May 20-22 in 
Normal, illinois. The Lady Dia- 
mond Warriors, who. finished 
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